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Last week-end, both Kimi Raikkonen and Danica Patrick started their season - in WRC for 
the former and in Nascar for the latter - and seeing them struggling reminds us how tough it 
still is for a driver to switch his discipline right now, especially when it is between two top 
disciplines - more or less - among their motorsport specializations. Even though it is too early 
to establish anything, let's have a look on their previous performances in the midst of it all. 
 
The two of them are switching in a very short time from single-seaters to cars. This essential 
difference implies others, and therefore it is right to say that speed is there and it's all about 
adaptation and patience - the rest will follow sooner or later; although I doubt more about it 
for that last point. Speed is only there in short distance, i.e. in Nationwide qualifications or 
quite limited stages. And yet as soon as most of the rounds are run, they are always left 
behind. It is obviously too early to form a correct opinion of it, especially because the 
Swedish Rally or the Daytona track are not really objective criteria. The 1 or 2 seconds that 
Kimi needs to catch up the others are the hardest to find as it is for the 5 tenths of a second for 
Danica. 
 
But all of this raises a question. In the past, people used to praise the drivers' ability to switch 
from one discipline to the other. Alright, they dealt with switches among two categories, 
either single-seaters or cars, but crosses-over hardly ever happened. So can we think of 
Danica and Kimi as avant-garde drivers, i.e. drivers who are not afraid to lose any challenge? 
Or are they deceiving by the fact that disciplines are made increasingly specialized? We could 
also notice that the disciplines at the top tend to become more and more monotype. And in the 
same way, at the time when the manufacturers of chassis did not hesitate to diversify so as to 
compete in those elites are increasingly deserting motorsport, settling rather in feeder series. 
 
I am convinced that we cannot generalize with only two examples but the following ones are 
quite revealing. Ogier might have been from the Rally sphere since the very beginning but he 
has just succeeded this year in being close to the podium WRC - alongside his podium in 
Greece last year. It is a similar case to the one of Montoya, who achieved to be recognized as 
an outsider in only two years of Nascar. Had he got any other possibilities if he failed as a 
Nascar driver? I don't think so. Have Danica and Kimi got that, too? The former will remain 
an IndyCar star whatever happens while the latter will be a serious rival in single-seaters. 
Danica made her choice: she is to share her season between her IndyCar's Dallara and 
Nascar's Chevrolet. So she will have the opportunity to improve and consider all the options. 
Yet will Kimi be patient enough to wait some decent time so as to become a title pretender? 
Will the call of Formula One not be too tempting? Here lays all his challenge, i.e. to know 
how to keep improving while preparing his 2011 programme. In any cases, he has more to 
win than to lose in 2011 - whether in WRC or F1, whose technical rules are both to face 
fundamental changes. Putting off the inevitable or take his revenge from Formula One 
microcosm to smile on WRC - the answer is to be known in Autumn, or later if an agreement 
is made with Red Bull. To be continued. 
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