
Catherine (or Cathy) Earnshaw 
is Mr. Earnshaw's daughter and Hindley's sister. She is also Heathcliff's foster sister and beloved. She 
marries Edgar Linton and has a daughter, also named Catherine. Catherine is beautiful and charming, 
but she is never as civilized as she pretends to be. In her heart she is always a wild girl playing on the 
moors with Heathcliff. She regards it as her right to be loved by all, and has an unruly temper. 
Heathcliff usually calls her Cathy; Edgar usually calls her Catherine. 
 
Catherine (or Cathy) Linton 
(who marries Linton Heathcliff to become Catherine Heathcliff, and then marries Hareton to be 
Catherine Earnshaw) is the daughter of the older Catherine and Edgar Linton. She has all her 
mother's charm without her wildness, although she is by no means submissive and spiritless. Edgar 
calls her Cathy. 
 
Mr. Earnshaw 
is the father of Catherine and Hindley, a plain, fairly well-off farmer with few pretensions but a kind 
heart. He is a stern sort of father. He takes in Heathcliff despite his family's protests. 
 
Edgar Linton 
is Isabella's older brother, who marries Catherine Earnshaw and fathers Catherine Linton. In contrast 
to Heathcliff, he is a gently bred, refined man, a patient husband and a loving father. His faults are a 
certain effeminacy, and a tendency to be cold and unforgiving when his dignity is hurt. 
 
Ellen (or Nelly) Dean 
is one of the main narrators. She has been a servant with the Earnshaws and the Lintons for all her 
life, and knows them better than anyone else. She is independently minded and high spirited, and 
retains an objective viewpoint on those she serves. She is called Nelly by those who are on the most 
egalitarian terms with her: Mr. Earnshaw, the older Catherine, Heathcliff. 
 
Frances Earnshaw 
is Hindley's wife, a young woman of unknown background. She seems rather flighty and giddy to 
Ellen, and displays an irrational fear of death, which is explained when she dies of tuberculosis. 
 
Hareton Earnshaw 
is the son of Hindley and Frances; he marries the younger Catherine. For most of the novel, he is 
rough and rustic and uncultured, having been carefully kept from all civilizing influences by 
Heathcliff. He grows up to be superficially like Heathcliff, but is really much more sweet-tempered 
and forgiving. He never blames Heathcliff for having disinherited him, for example, and remains his 
oppressor's staunchest ally. 
 
Hindley Earnshaw 
is the only son of Mr. and Mrs. Earnshaw, and Catherine's older brother. He is a bullying, 
discontented boy who grows up to be a violent alcoholic when his beloved wife, Frances, dies. He 
hates Heathcliff because he felt supplanted in his father's affections by the other boy, and Heathcliff 
hates him even more in return. 
 
Heathcliff 
is a foundling taken in by Mr. Earnshaw and raised with his children. Of unknown descent, he seems 
to represent wild and natural forces which often seem amoral and dangerous for society. His almost 
inhuman devotion to Catherine is the moving force in his life, seconded by his vindictive hatred for all 
those who stand between him and his beloved. He is cruel but magnificent in his consistency, and the 
reader can never forget that at the heart of the grown man lies the abandoned, hungry child of the 
streets of Liverpool. 



 
Isabella Linton 
is Edgar's younger sister, and marries Heathcliff to become Isabella Heathcliff; her son is named 
Linton Heathcliff. Before she marries Heathcliff, she is a rather shallow-minded young lady, pretty 
and quick-witted but a little foolish (as can be seen by her choice of husbands). Her unhappy 
marriage brings out an element of cruelty in her character: when her husband treats her brutally, she 
rapidly grows to hate him with all her heart. 
 
Joseph 
is an old fanatic, a household servant at Wuthering Heights who outlives all his masters. His brand of 
religion is unforgiving for others and self-serving for himself. His heavy Yorkshire accent gives flavor 
to the novel. 
 
Dr. Kenneth 
is a minor character, the local doctor who appears when people are sick or dying. He is a sympathetic 
and intelligent man, whose main concern is the health of his patients. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Linton 
are Edgar and Isabella's parents, minor characters. They spoil their children and turn the older 
Catherine into a little lady, being above all concerned about good manners and behavior. They are 
unsympathetic to Heathcliff when he is a child. 
 
Linton Heathcliff 
is the son of Heathcliff and Isabella. He combines the worst characteristics of both parents, and is 
effeminate, weakly, and cruel. He uses his status as an invalid to manipulate the tender-hearted 
younger Catherine. His father despises him. Linton marries Catherine and dies soon after. 
 
Lockwood 
is the narrator of the novel. He is a gentleman from London, in distinct contrast to the other rural 
characters. He is not particularly sympathetic and tends to patronize his subjects. 
 
Zillah 
is the housekeeper at Wuthering Heights after Hindley's death and before Heathcliff's. She doesn't 
particularly understand the people she lives with, and stands in marked contrast to Ellen, who is 
deeply invested in them. She is an impatient but capable woman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Short Summary 

 
Wuthering Heights is a novel that is told in a series of narratives, which are themselves told to the 
narrator, a gentleman named Lockwood. Lockwood rents a fine house and park called Thrushcross 
Grange in Yorkshire, and gradually learns more and more about the histories of two local families. 
This is what he learns from a housekeeper, Ellen Dean, who had been with one of the two families 
for all of her life: 
 
In around 1760, a gentleman-farmer named Earnshaw went from his farm, Wuthering Heights, to 
Liverpool on a business trip. He found there a little boy who looked like a gypsy who had apparently 
been abandoned on the streets, and brought the child home with him, to join his own family of his 
wife, his son Hindley, his daughter Catherine, a manservant named Joseph and the little maid, Ellen. 
He named the boy Heathcliff after a son of his who had died. All the other members of the household 
were opposed to the introduction of a strange boy, except for Catherine, who was a little younger 
than Heathcliff and became fast friends with him. Hindley in particular felt as though Heathcliff had 
supplanted his place, although he was several years older, and the true son and heir. Hindley bullied 
Heathcliff when he could, and Heathcliff used his influence over Earnshaw to get his way. Heathcliff 
was a strange, silent boy, who appeared not to mind the blows he received from Hindley, although 
he was in fact very vindictive. Earnshaw's wife died. Hindley was sent away to college in a last 
attempt to turn him into a worthy son, and to ease pressures at home. 
 
After some years, Earnshaw's health declined and he grew increasingly alienated from his family: in 
his peevish old age he believed that everyone disliked Heathcliff, because he liked him. He did not 
like his daughter Catherine's charming and mischievous ways. Finally he died, and Catherine and 
Heathcliff were very grieved, but consoled each other with thoughts of heaven. 
 
Hindley returned, now around twenty years old  Heathcliff was about twelve and Catherine was 
eleven. He was married to a young woman named Frances, to the surprise of everyone at Wuthering 
Heights. Hindley used his new power to reduce Heathcliff to the level of a servant, although 
Heathcliff and Catherine continued their intimacy. Catherine taught Heathcliff her lessons, and would 
join him in the fields, or they would run away to the moors all day to play, never minding their 
punishments afterward. 
 
One day they ran down to the Grange, a more civilized house where the Lintons lived with their 
children Edgar (13) and Isabella (11). They despised the spoiled, delicate Linton children, and made 
faces and yelled at them through the window. The Lintons called for help and the wilder children 
fled, but Catherine was caught by a bulldog, and they were brought inside. When the Lintons found 
out that the girl was Miss Earnshaw, they took good care of her and threw Heathcliff out. 
 
Catherine stayed at the Grange for 5 weeks, and came home dressed and acting like a proper young 
lady, to the delight of Hindley and his wife, and to Heathcliff's sorrow (he felt as though she had 
moved beyond him). In the next few years, Catherine struggled to maintain her relationship with 
Heathcliff, and to socialize with the elegant Linton children. 
 
Frances gave birth to a son, Hareton, and died soon after of tuberculosis. Hindley gave into wild 
despair and alcoholism, and the household fell into chaos. Heathcliff was harshly treated, and came 
to hate Hindley more and more. Edgar Linton fell in love with Catherine, who was attracted by what 
he represented, although she loved Heathcliff much more seriously. They became engaged, and 
Heathcliff ran away. Catherine fell ill after looking for Heathcliff all night in a storm, and went to the 



Grange to get better. The older Lintons caught her fever and died of it. Edgar and Catherine were 
married when she was 18 or 19. 
 
They lived fairly harmoniously together for almost a year  then Heathcliff returned. He had 
mysteriously acquired gentlemanly manners, education, and some money. Catherine was overjoyed 
to see him; Edgar considerably less so. Heathcliff stayed at Wuthering Heights, where he gradually 
gained financial control by paying Hindley's gambling debts. Heathcliff's relationship with the Linton 
household became more and more strained as Edgar became extremely unhappy with the situation. 
Finally there was a violent quarrel: Heathcliff left the Grange to avoid being thrown out by Edgar's 
servants, Catherine was angry at both of the men, and Edgar was furious at Heathcliff and displeased 
by his wife's behavior. Catherine shut herself in her room for several days. In the mean time, 
Heathcliff eloped with Isabella (who was struck by his romantic appearance) by way of revenge on 
Edgar. Edgar could not forgive his sister's betrayal of him, and didn't try to stop the marriage. 
Catherine became extremely ill, feverish and delirious, and nearly died  though she was carefully 
tended by Edgar once he found out her condition. 
 
A few months later, Catherine was still very delicate, and looked as though she would probably die. 
She was pregnant. Heathcliff and Isabella returned to Wuthering Heights, and Isabella wrote to Ellen 
to describe how brutally she was mistreated by her savage husband, and how much she regretted 
her marriage. Ellen went to visit them, to see if she could improve Isabella's situation. She told them 
about Catherine's condition, and Heathcliff asked to see her. 
 
A few days later, Heathcliff came to the Grange while Edgar was at church. He had a passionate 
reunion with Catherine, in which they forgave each other as much as possible for their mutual 
betrayals. Catherine fainted, Edgar came back, and Heathcliff left. Catherine died that night after 
giving birth to a daughter. Edgar was terribly grieved and Heathcliff wildly so  he begged Catherine's 
ghost to haunt him. A few days later Hindley tried to murder Heathcliff, but Heathcliff almost 
murdered him instead. Isabella escaped from Wuthering Heights and went to live close to London, 
where she gave birth to a son, Linton. Hindley died a few months after his sister Catherine. 
 
Catherine and Edgar's daughter, Catherine, grew to be a beloved and charming child. She was 
brought up entirely within the confines of the Grange, and was entirely unaware of the existence of 
Wuthering Heights, Heathcliff, or her cousin Hareton there. Once she found the farmhouse while 
exploring the moors, and was upset to think that such an ignorant rustic as Hareton could be related 
to her. Ellen told her she could not return there. 
 
Isabella died when Linton was about 12 years old, and Edgar went to fetch him to the Grange. Linton 
was a peevish and effeminate boy, but Catherine was pleased to have a playmate. That very day, 
however, Heathcliff sent Joseph to fetch his son to Wuthering Heights, and when Catherine woke up 
the next morning her cousin was gone. Though sad at first, she soon got over it, and continued her 
happy childhood. 
 
On her sixteenth birthday, Catherine and Ellen strayed onto Heathcliff's lands, and he invited them 
into Wuthering Heights to see Linton. Catherine was pleased to renew her acquaintance, and 
Heathcliff was eager to promote a romance between the two cousins, so as to ensure himself of 
Edgar's land when he died. When they returned home, Edgar forbade her to continue visiting there, 
and said that Heathcliff was an evil man. Catherine then began a secret correspondence with Linton, 
which became an exchange of love letters. Ellen found out, and put an end to it. 
 
Edgar became ill. Heathcliff asked Catherine to return to Wuthering Heights because Linton was 
breaking his heart for her. She did so, and found Linton to be a bullying invalid, but not without 
charm. Ellen fell ill as well and was unable to prevent Catherine from visiting Wuthering Heights 



every day. She felt obliged to help Linton, and despised Hareton for being clumsy and illiterate. Ellen 
told Edgar about the visits when she found out, and he forbade Catherine to go any more. 
 
Edgar was in poor health and didn't know about Linton's equally bad health and bad character, so he 
thought it would be good for Catherine to marry him  since Linton and not Catherine would inherit 
the Grange, most likely. A system was fixed up in which Linton and Catherine met outside. Linton was 
increasingly ill, and seemed to be terrified of something  his father was forcing him to court 
Catherine. Heathcliff feared Linton would die before Edgar did, so eventually he all but kidnapped 
Catherine and Ellen, and told them Catherine couldn't go home to see her dying father until she 
married Linton. Catherine did marry Linton, and escaped in time to see Edgar before he died. 
 
After Edgar's funeral (he was buried next to his wife) Heathcliff fetched Catherine to Wuthering 
Heights to take care of Linton, who was dying, and to free up the Grange so he could rent it out (to 
Lockwood, in fact). He told Ellen that he was still obsessed by his beloved Catherine, and had gone to 
gaze at her long-dead body when her coffin was uncovered by the digging of Edgar's grave. 
 
Catherine had to care of Linton alone, and when he died, she maintained an unfriendly attitude to 
the household: Heathcliff, Hareton (who was in love with her), and Zillah, the housekeeper. As time 
passed, however, she became lonely enough to seek Hareton's company, and began teaching him to 
read. 
 
This is around the time of Lockwood's time at the Grange. He left the area for several months, and 
when he returned, he found out that while he was gone: 
 
Heathcliff began to act more and more strangely, and became incapable of concentrating on the 
world around him, as though Catherine's ghost wouldn't let him. He all but stopped eating and 
sleeping, and Ellen found him dead one morning, with a savage smile on his face. He was buried next 
to Catherine, as he had wished. Hareton grieved for him, but was too happy with the younger 
Catherine to be inconsolable. When the novel ends, they plan to marry and move to the Grange. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summary and Analysis of Chapters 1-3 

 
Chapter 1, Summary 
 
In Chapter 1 the narrator, Mr. Lockwood, relates how he has just returned from a visit to his new 
landlord, Mr. Heathcliff. Lockwood, a self-described misanthropist, is renting Thrushcross Grange in 
an effort to get away from society following a failure at love. He had fallen in love with a "real 
goddess," but when she returned his affection he acted so coldly she "persuaded her mamma to 
decamp." He finds that relative to Heathcliff, however, he is extremely sociable. Heathcliff, "a dark 
skinned gypsy, in aspect, in dress, and manners a gentleman" treats his visitor with a minimum of 
friendliness, and the farm, Wuthering Heights, where he lives, is just as foreign and unfriendly. 
"Wuthering" means stormy and windy in the local dialect. Dangerous-looking dogs inhabit the bare 
and old-fashioned rooms, and threaten to attack Lockwood: when he calls for help Heathcliff implies 
that Lockwood had tried to steal something. The only other inhabitants of Wuthering Heights are an 
old servant named Joseph and a cook. Despite his rudeness, Lockwood finds himself drawn to 
Heathcliff: he describes him as being intelligent, proud and morose, an unlikely farmer, and declares 
his intention to visit Wuthering Heights again. The visit is set in 1801. 
 
Analysis: 
 
This chapter introduces the reader to the frame of the story: Lockwood will gradually discover the 
events which led to Heathcliff  now about forty years old  living all but alone in Wuthering Heights, 
almost completely separated from society. The casual violence and lack of concern for manners or 
consideration for other people which characterizes Heathcliff here is only a hint of the atmosphere of 
the whole novel, in which that violence is contrasted with more genteel and civilized ways of living. 
 
Chapter 2, Summary 
 
Annoyed by the housework being done in the Grange, Lockwood pays a second visit to Wuthering 
Heights, arriving there just as snow begins to fall. The weather is cold, the ground is frozen, and his 
reception matches the bleak unfriendliness of the moors. After yelling at the old servant Joseph to 
open the door, he is finally let in by a peasant-like young man. The bare kitchen is warm, and 
Lockwood assumes that the young and beautiful girl there is Mrs. Heathcliff. He tries to make 
conversation but she is consistently scornful and inhospitable, and he only embarrasses himself. 
There is "a kind of desperation" in her eyes. She refuses to make him tea unless Heathcliff said he 
could have some. The young man and Heathcliff come in for tea. The young man behaves boorishly 
and seems to suspect Lockwood of making advances to the girl. Heathcliff demands tea "savagely," 
and Lockwood decides he doesn't really like him. Trying to make conversation again, Lockwood gets 
into trouble first assuming that the girl is Heathcliff's wife, and then that she is married to the young 
man, who he supposes to be Heathcliff's son. He is rudely corrected, and it transpires that the girl is 
Heathcliff's daughter-in-law but her husband is dead, as is Heathcliff's wife. The young man is 
Hareton Earnshaw. It is snowing hard and Lockwood requests a guide so he can return home safely, 
but he is refused: Heathcliff considers it more important that Hareton take care of the horses. 
Joseph, who is evidently a religious fanatic, argues with the girl, who frightens him by pretending to 
be a witch. The old servant doesn't like her reading. Lockwood, left stranded and ignored by all, tries 
to take a lantern, but Joseph offensively accuses him of stealing it, and sets dogs on him. Lockwood is 
humiliated and Heathcliff and Hareton laugh. The cook, Zillah, takes him in and says he can spend the 
night. 
 



Analysis: 
 
The character of the natural setting of the novel  the moors, snowstorms  begins to develop, and it 
becomes clear that the bleak and harsh nature of the Yorkshire hills is not merely a geographical 
accident. It mirrors the roughness of those who live there: Wuthering Heights is firmly planted in its 
location and could not exist anywhere else. Knowing Emily Brontë's passionate fondness for her 
homeland, we can expect the same bleakness which Lockwood finds so disagreeable to take on a 
wild beauty. Its danger cannot be forgotten, though: a stranger to those parts could easily lose his 
way and die of exposure. Heathcliff and the wind are similar in that they have no pity for weakness. 
The somewhat menacing presence of the natural world can also be seen in the large number of dogs 
who inhabit Wuthering Heights: they are not kept for pets. 
 
The power dynamics that Lockwood observes in the household of Wuthering Heights are extremely 
important. The girl is evidently frightened of Heathcliff and scornful of Hareton; Hareton behaves 
aggressively because he is sensitive about his status; Heathcliff does not hesitate to use his superior 
physical strength and impressive personality to bully other members of his household... The different 
ways in which different characters try to assert themselves reveal a lot about their situation. Most 
notably, it is evident that sheer force usually wins out over intellectual and humane pretensions. The 
girl is subversive and intellectual, an unwilling occupant of the house, but she can achieve little in the 
way of freedom or respect. 
 
Lockwood continues to lose face: his conversational grace appears ridiculous in its new setting. 
Talking to Heathcliff, for example, he refers to the girl as a "beneficent fairy," which is evidently 
neither true nor welcome flattery. This chapter might be seen, then, as a continuation of the strict 
division between social ideals (grace, pleasant social interactions, Lockwood) and natural realities 
(storms, frost, dogs, bluntness, cruelty, Hareton, Heathcliff). If the chapter was taken by itself, out of 
context, the reader would see that while social ideals are ridiculed, it is clear that the cruel natural 
world is ugly and hardly bearable. Fortunately we are only at the beginning. 
 
Chapter 3, Summary 
 
Zillah quietly shows Lockwood to a chamber which, she says, Heathcliff does not like to be occupied. 
She doesn't know why, having only lived there for a few years. Left alone, Lockwood notices the 
names "Catherine Earnshaw," "Catherine Linton," and "Catherine Heathcliff" scrawled over the 
window ledge. He leafs through some old books stacked there, and finds that the margins are 
covered in handwriting  evidently the child Catherine's diary. He reads some entries which evoke a 
time in which Catherine and Heathcliff were playmates living together as brother and sister, and 
bullied by Joseph (who made them listen to sermons) and her older brother Hindley. Apparently 
Heathcliff was a "vagabond" taken in by Catherine's father, raised as one of the family, but when the 
father died Hindley made him a servant and threatened to throw him out, to Catherine's sorrow. 
 
Lockwood then falls asleep over a religious book, and has a nightmare about a fanatical preacher 
leading a violent mob. Lockwood wakes up, hears that a sound in his dream had really been a branch 
rubbing against the window, and falls asleep again. This time he dreams that he wanted to open the 
window to get rid of the branch, but when he did, a "little, ice-cold hand" grabbed his arm, and a 
voice sobbed "let me in." He asked who it was, and was answered: "Catherine Linton. I'm come 
home, I'd lost my way on the moor." He saw a child's face and, afraid, drew the child's wrist back and 
forth on the broken glass of the window so that blood soaked the sheets. Finally he gets free, and 
insists that he won't let the creature in, even if it has been lost for twenty years, which it claims it 
has. He awakes screaming. 
 



Heathcliff comes in, evidently disturbed and confused, unaware that Lockwood is there. Lockwood 
tells him what happened, mentioning the dream and Catherine Linton's name, which distresses and 
angers Heathcliff. Lockwood goes to the kitchen, but hears on his way Heathcliff at the window, 
despairingly begging "Cathy" to come in "at last." Lockwood is embarrassed by his host's obvious 
agony. 
 
Morning comes: Lockwood witnesses an argument between Heathcliff and the girl, who has been 
reading. He bullies her, and she resists spiritedly. Heathcliff walks Lockwood most of the way home in 
the snow. 
 
Analysis: 
 
It is very important that the ghost of Catherine Linton (who is not perhaps simply a figment of 
Lockwood's imagination) appears as a child. Of course Lockwood thinks of her as a child, since he had 
just read parts of her early diary, but Heathcliff also seems to find it natural that she appeared in the 
form she had when they were children together. Rather than progressing from childhood on to a 
maturer age with its different values, Heathcliff and Catherine never really "grew up." That is to say, 
everything emotionally important that ever happened in their lives either took place in childhood or 
follows directly from commitments made then. They never essentially outgrew their solidarity 
against the oppressive forces of adult authority and religion which is described in Catherine's diary. 
Thus the ghost of Catherine Linton (and that is her married name) tries to return to her childhood 
sanctuary, which Heathcliff has kept in its original state. The dominion of linear time is challenged. 
 
It might be relevant here to remember that Emily Brontë kept up the imaginary world created when 
she was very young well into her early twenties, and hated to leave the home of her childhood. 


