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I. GENERAL COMPREHENSION 

Write down the answer 

1) the text is (b) a letter 

2) It was written by (a) a teacher 

3) It was written to (b) a detective 

4) It is about (b) a need for information 

5) Thobiso is (a) Ernest’s son 

6) Thobiso is (c) missing 

7) The undersigned refers to (a) Ernest 

 

II DETAILED COMPREHENSION 

A- Right or Wrong 

1- Wrong. (l.1) I read about you in the newspaper 

2- Wrong. (l.2) I read about … how you have opened this new agency.  

3- Right. (l.8) My wife and I have two daughters and … a son 

4- Wrong. (l.9) This boy … has not be seen for two months. 

5- Right. (l.26) I cannot afford the services of a private detective 

6- Right. (l.30-31) If you hear anything at all, please address a note to the undersigned, myself 

 

B- Pick out words or phrases which indicate that 

1- the narrator admires Mma Ramotswe. (l.4) 

  I am very proud that we now have a person like you in this country  

2- Ernest stopped working for a while in order to look for his son. (l.12)  

  I took time off from school and searched the land around our village  

3- The boy was familiar with the local environment (3 quotations)  

  a- he knew a lot about the bush (l.17)  

  b- He was always collecting rocks and things like that … (l. 16-17)  

  c- he had a strong interest in nature (l. 16)  

  d- he was a boy who liked to wander (l.16) 

4- Wild animals used to live there 

  There are no leopards in these parts anymore. 

 

C- What do the following words refer to 

1- 'I' refers to Ernest 

2- 'They' refers to the police 

3- 'them' refers to the farmers 

4- 'him' refers to Ernest's son / his son / Thobiso 

5- 'you' refers to Mma Ramotswe 

6- 'them' refers to people 



 
  

D- Find the synonyms in the text for the following words and expressions 

1- succeeded = I passed (l. 8) 

2- disappeared = vanished (l. 9) 

3- to verify = to check (l. 21) 

4- rich = wealthy (l. 26) 

5- investigations = enquiries ((l. 27) 

 

Les questions suivantes seront traitées uniquement par les candidats des séries STG et STS2 
 

E – (l 17-18) He would never get into danger from stupidity 

 

F – (l. 22-24) If I were not a Christian, I would say that some evil spirit had lifted him up. 

 

III – EXPRESSION (les 2  sujets sont à traiter) 

 

1. "Thobiso comes home. Imagine the conversation." 

 Le dialogue étant limité à 80 mots il ne fallait pas forcément chercher à justifier l'absence du 

 garçon mais s'en tenir aux premiers mots des retrouvailles et se servir des éléments du texte. 

 Attention(!), dans un dialogue le vocabulaire n'est pas recherché et les contractions sont 

 obligatoires. 

 L'exemple qui suit n'était pas la seule façon de traiter le sujet. 

 

Thobiso: mum, Dad, I'm back 

Father:  God bless. I can't believe it. Where have you been these last two months? 

Mother: We've been so worried. We went to the police and your father visited all  

  the farmers in the neighbourhood. He's even written to a detective agency. 

Father:  I did, as a last resort ( en désespoir de cause). We thought we would never see 

  you again. We were expecting the worst. (on s'attendait au pire). 

Thobiso: It's all over now. I's sorry for all the pain I caused. I missed you so much. I'm  

  going to explain to you… (87 words) 

 

 

 2. "Do you like detective stories (films, books, series, etc.)? Why or why not? Use examples to justify." 

 

 Ne pas commencer par la conclusion et à donner son avis. Faire une brève analyse des différents 

 supports d'histoires policières et ensuite justifier ses préférences. 

 Exemples de réflexions 

  Detectives stories have always been and are still  popular among people of different generations. In the 

 past, people used to read thrilling stories about cops and robbers which were easy to understand.  

 Many authors are famous and their novels have been adapted for the cinema or the television. 

 On TV, the series are rather short  and the characters are familiar. It is free whereas books need to be 

 bought and take longer. 

 

 

 

 

  


