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Without going into further detail in Dostoyevsky’s field and religious views, whatever salutary, 

existentialist or passionate, let’s once again talk about the Crashgate. 

 

The FIA declared a few hours ago that it put an end to the judiciary imbroglio which has opposed it for 

several months to Flavio Briatore and Pat Symonds. The WMSC’s sentence granted to the two men 

had been taken on French courts where Symonds and Briatore were exonerated in front of the doubtful 

procedure undertaken by the FIA. They were exonerated from their sentence ad vitam eternam but 

they were not proved innocent. The FIA therefore appealed against this decision but today, they have 

decided to stop messing about. So it goes without saying that Briatore and Symonds negotiated with 

the heads of the FIA, especially Jean Todt, who despite having experienced a strong rivalry with 

Briatore, admires the Italian because he is a self-made-modern man and for his practical sense – 

because, indeed, Briatore proposed to reduce costs as early as 2003 – as well as his commercial ideas 

which have always been gripping. 

 

Here’s what the FIA statement concluded: “The FIA President has considered that it is in the best 

interests of the FIA not to allow the perpetuation of these legal disputes, which have received a great 

deal of media coverage and which, regardless of the outcome, are very prejudicial to the image of the 

FIA and of motor sport, and thus to accept this settlement solution, thereby putting an end to this 

affair.” Flavio Briatore and Pat Symonds “have undertaken to abstain from having any operational role 

in Formula One until 31 December 2012, as well as in all the other competitions registered on the FIA 

calendars until the end of the 2011 sporting season.” 

 

This means Briatore and Symonds could come back in motorsport if they want to and if people want 

them – together or separated. The question is: will they do it? I may well bet on it… 

http://www.formula1.com/news/headlines/2010/4/10653.html

