
Who will be the next king of Spa?
By Juliette

Before going further, it is necessary to do a quick reminder and to look at what has happened 
since 2000.

Very  quickly,  you  notice  several  things:  first  of  all,  many  drivers  (7)  finished  on  the  podium 
repeatedly; and many 2010 F1 drivers (6) jumped on the podium at least once. But above all, from 
2004 to 2009, with the exception of 2008 (more on that later), Raikkonen always won in Belgium. As 
a rule, people knew that the winner would be the Finn, meaning that this year there is no indication on 
the final results of the GP. And you know even less whether the former king of Spa, a.k.a. Schuey, will  
get back his status by winning the race. This looks very hard for him, but there is no doubt that hearts  
are beating for that and that people hope to live again old memories.

To explain what happened in 2008, here's something to refresh your mind. Raikkonen retired in the 
last laps of the race because he couldn't avoid the rail while he fought against Hamilton for the win,  
the two having slicks tyres on. Moreover, after the controversy that Hamilton lived when he cut the 
chicane and gave the position back. The stewards thought he gained an advantage thus allowing him to  
take the lead afterwards. He was given a 25-second penalty and so Massa was given Spa win.

The ChequeredFlags team will go to Spa and prays for no rain, although it brings more spectacle. For 
me, it is the third time I have attended the GP (2007, 2009, 2010) and I insist on what I said about the  
suspense of the final results. If we take into consideration the statistics, the winner would be either  
Vettel, Massa, Hamilton, Alonso, Button, Schumacher or Barrichello. Now that the way is free and 
that the hierarchy looks to be moving with Ferrari's return, and that Williams recently declared that  
they would win again, can the theory marry the practice? The answer will be known next week, on 
Sunday, August 29th!

2009 2008 2007 2005 2004 2002 2001 2000
Massa M Schumacher M Schumacher

Massa M Schumacher M Schumacher
Vettel Hamilton R Schumacher

1st Raikkonen Raikkonen Raikkonen Raikkonen Häkkinen
2nd Fisichella Heidfeld Alonso Barrichello Coulthard
3rd Alonso Button Barrichello Montoya Fisichella


