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The fact that Mario Dominguez wants a seat in Superleague Formula for the meeting at Adria 
reminds me of a subject on which I should have written a long time ago. No, this is not about 
Dominguez, even though he came close to a F1 career because he had been expected for so 
long to get a seat at Midland in 2006. Although he was very supported, he though paid for  
Kolles' system (we already discussed it before) who preferred to choose Albers and Monteiro.

Above all, I would like to talk about Superleague Formula. This discipline has managed to 
establish and even become unavoidable in three years. And yet, in its beginnings in autumn 
2008, I was more than cautious!

I notably noticed numerous problems facing the discipline. First,  financially speaking, the 
Superleague  Formula's  organisation  had  no  large-scale  sponsor  for  the  long-term.  And  I 
doubted that the organiser could finance a series for some time because even the sheikh Al-
Makthoum renounced with A1-GP after three seasons. In the end, Al-Makthoum did better 
than this so-called businessman that is Tony Teixeira. Then last year during the season, they 
managed to find in Sonangol a solid partner – the perfect one.  You know, Sonangol,  this 
petroleum  Angolan-Portuguese  consortium  which  dearly  supports  Ricardo  Teixeira,  an 
Angolan-Portuguese driver (there's no link with Tony), who kindly made us laugh last year in 
GP2. In short, this problem was settled quickly and so the series' lasting quality won this race.

Then, I doubted on the fact that an actual crowd in grandstands could come and attend races. 
The only asset of this discipline looked to me wreck in itself. Attract football fans in tracks'  
grandstands  is  an  interesting  idea  in  itself,  but  I  thought  of  several  problems.  Although 
football and motorsport fans share the same 'culture', the two families tend to break up over 
time, some of them even advocate a huge contempt towards football or motorsport. Besides, 
we could notice such a thing in the meagre filling rate during the first SL season, or in the lack 
of interest from the football fans during the presentations in stadiums of a commitment or 
participation  in  SL,  which  was  quite  regrettable.  I  had  mixed  feelings,  even  though  the 
interests of both sports converge in the sense of getting closer; but certain differences are 
quite significant. In the end, even though many football fans quite mock at the discipline, 
looking at it condescendingly, motorsport lovers were caught by the concept so by the Panoz-
Elan's beauty as well as by the wonderful sonority of the V12 that increasingly lacked in other 
existing disciplines.  Moreover,  very often  the  meagre surcharge  of  the  paddock places  is 
really worth investing financially!

Beyond the purely commercial interests, I once again had mixed feelings. The Motorsport 
Nations'  World  Cup concept  looked viable  to  me (even more  viable  if  emerging markets 
would develop cars by national structures instead of contract out, but it's another subject), but 
the  SL's  concept  appear  to  me  more  blur,  first  because  the  persons  expected  to  fill  in  
grandstands have got different interests, secondly because the formula doesn't seem ready – in 



my opinion, there should be a limited number of structures managing as much single-seaters 
as they can, because otherwise the Superleague would have followed the new generation of 
F2, which is not that bad in itself, but isn't at all what SL is aiming at. They managed to solve  
the issue softly because since this year, the structures' financial autonomy has been controlled 
by themselves through clubs or even sponsors brought by structures or by their drivers.

And finally, I was worried about the persons filling in grandstands: for the happiness of all, 
tickets are cheap, but the difference in interests between motorsport and football fans could 
have avoided the presence of numerous football beaufs1 (who, let's admit it, harm the sport) as 
well  as  motorsport  beaufs  – unfortunately,  there  are  as  many beaufs  in  the  two sides!... 
Eventually, they weren't there: Sport lovers (with a capital letter and generally speaking) were 
there and they also contributed to this formidable popular success of the discipline! We must 
admit it, those who attended meetings leave under its charm and in many European hearts that 
the former A1GP disappointed, the Superleague managed to impose itself as an almost-natural 
substitute – even though everyone don't identify themselves as belonging to the present clubs, 
the ideas of the two concepts were very close, except for the football aspect.

A few aspects are yet to be improved. First, the advertisement of the series which is very 
weak, for it was almost exclusively on the Internet. This will be a huge point to improve, they 
may have to do the same as A1 GP and other feeder series by using shocking slogans to let the 
fellow understand that it's wrong to believe motorsport is only F1. The whole communication 
should be improved, too, except for the Internet. And a video game – well-made and based on 
rFactor, a reference! – sold online won't help much. Finally, it is the level of the drivers which 
has to be improved. With all due respect to those who are there, the SF has fallen off in the 
same trap as the A1GP, that is a grid composed of a mingle between former drivers who 
haven't achieved most in the greatest series and young drivers coming from inferior series. All 
of this brings a somewhat soporific boredom thanks to the massive level differences during 
the first  seasons.  However,  everything is  getting homogeneous,  opening the way to great 
fights, which led last Sunday to the first huge crash of the series involving van der Drift at  
Brands Hatch. The series' format allowing a reverse grid – using the classification of the race 
1 to establish the starting grid of the race 2 – helps to homogenise, too. So all lights are green 
for this discipline, which remains too much underrated although doing well by having on the 
grid drivers who acquired fame, such as Craig Dolby, Max Wissel and others. They now have 
to use the opportunity that could be offered to them if the organisers manage to conclude a 
deal with a F1 team about a testing session for the champion of the series, which would be a 
great – as well as unexpected – recognition.

1 Archetypal lower-middle-class Frenchman


