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P
aris is often cited for its food, culture and monu-
ments, and is simply known as the City of Love.
Unlike other major cities such as New York, Van-

couver or Barcelona, though, Paris is rarely on any “top
cities to skate in” list. But in the words of Travis Davenport,
Paris is “a city ripe for Push Culture.” So this article aims
to put Paris firmly on the map as a must-skate destination
and to give you, the reader, a glimpse into the Parisian
longboarding scene. 

Paris is not the most popular tourist destination in the
world for nothing. Because of its many iconic landmarks
and world-famous institutions, 45 million visitors flock to
Paris each year. With their cameras and lazy gait, you see
them at the Trocadero, at Palais Royal and casually
strolling on the spacious boulevards. Look carefully and it
is likely that you will spot someone on a longboard too.

By CHRIS VALLENDER and MARVIN THINE
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OSD at the Trocadero. 
Photo: Lotfi
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Car Park at La Défense. 
Photo: Benoit MOTHES
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We have history to thank for making Paris the ideal
playground for longboarders it is today. In the 19th cen-
tury the narrow, winding medieval streets were
leveled to create the network of wide avenues and
neoclassical façades that still make up much of
modern Paris. Whatever your favorite way to skate,
there is something for everyone here.

Fancy a casual cruise around? Take the Avenue
Daumesnil to Bastille or Boulevard Vincent Auriol
from Place d’Italie and you will be in for a treat. Picture
super-smooth, wide-open pavement with a gentle
descent and you can practically hear the whirring of
your wheels as you get some sweet carves in. It is not
an overstatement to say that some of the best quality
pavements are here. If you are hungry for something
a little meatier, head to the Porte de Lilas or to Télé-
graphe where some light DH action can be had. If
garages are your thing, there are also plenty around
La Défense, just waiting to be bombed.

Chris Vallender LDP-ing
near Gare du Nord. 
Photo: Tim Pritchard

Lofti and Florian Lafourcade, double hippie jump at Palais Royal.
Photo: Toni van den Munckhof
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You cannot longboard for long in Paris before hearing
the name Riderz or seeing the logo on someone’s
helmet or board. This association was created in 2002
to promote all aspects of skateboarding and to pro-
vide a unifying force for organizing and promoting
events. Its forum brings together more than 4,000
members, mostly from France as well as from the
other French-speaking regions of the world such as
Belgium, Switzerland and Quebec.

Paris also ranks amongst the 10 greenest cities in
Europe and in total has an impressive 371 km of cycle
lanes. In addition to this, on Sundays the scenic banks
of the Seine are closed to motorized traffic. The beau-
tiful Quais de la Seine always feature in the route taken
by the SSR (Super Rando Riderz). These city cruising
sessions, which take place approximately once a
month on a Sunday, are the opportunity for long-
boarders of all ages and abilities to get together. It is
often during these rides that many friendships are
forged. You simply cannot help but try to take every-
thing in as you roll along, past the Ile de la Cité or the
Musée d’Orsay with the Eiffel Tower in the distance as
the tourists on the Bateaux Mouches watch you go by.

Opposite the Eiffel Tower is the legendary Trocadero.
The unique setting, the hustle and bustle of the
tourists and the central location are just some of the
things that make it a focal point of the Parisian long-
board community. As long as it is dry, you can be sure
that every Tuesday night at least a handful of long-
boarders will be gathered there. Its parallel twin
slopes are perfect for slalomers and freeriders alike,
and the open flatland area at the top is also an ideal
place to bust out some moves on an OSD. Slides are
practiced and tricks are perfected to the applause of
the onlookers. All this creates an atmosphere that is
perfect for people to get together and share an apéro.
It has apparently been this way since the ’70s – no
surprise, then, that for several years the Paris Slalom
World Cup was held at this location.

Notre Dame de Paris. 
Photo: Pappy Boyington
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Lotfi, Trocadero. 
Photo: A.G. Photographe

Lotfi, Trocadero. 
Photo: A.G. Photographe
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Type “longboard” and “Paris” into any search
engine and you will come across one of the most
well-known and loved French blogs – Longskate
[Longboard] in Paris. Started in 2003 by Pappy
Boyington as a way to share his passion with a
wider audience, this blog quickly became a pillar
of the French longboarding world. The author,
“Pappy B,” as he is affectionately called, is nothing
less than an ambassador for the sport. Always
ready to help out, he also organizes a yearly video
competition. Held in the thick of winter, usually in
January, it showcases the best longboarding
videos from the previous year. The event is laid
back and provides an injection of stoke at an oth-
erwise quiet time of year for longboarding.

2010 has been a great year for longboarding in
Paris. The two biggest events, Greenskate Paris
and the Paris Push Race, were particular high
points of the year and introduced new formats
compared to those that had been seen before.
Both were very popular, bringing in more than
50 and 70 participants, respectively, both from
around Paris and from further afield. Particu-
larly pleasing, but not altogether surprising, was
the tremendous support they received from
companies and organizations outside of Riderz
such as Blackkross, BourreHouseMedia and
Hawaiisurf, to name but a few. Big thanks go out
to all who supported Riderz in 2010.

When asked what aspects of the Parisian scene
they would miss, the importance of the commu-
nity and friendships is at the top of the list for the
Parisian longboarder. It is true that on any outing,
you are likely to meet someone you have never
met before, but with whom you have chatted on
the Riderz forum. The scene is just growing
stronger and bigger by the day. Other than
missing their favorite spots, it is the many kilo-
meters of flowing pavements and the variety of
different terrain that Parisian longboarders
would be sad to say goodbye to.

So what makes Paris different? All cities have
their respective skate spots, groups and events.
The difference is quite difficult to pin down, but it
is the feeling of riding in Paris which is so unique.
The city is obviously huge, but in reality it feels
small. Grab your longboard and in an hour you
can cross it, often faster than you could by public
transport or by car. Even after riding in the city
for many years you are forever finding hidden
roads and new routes. Next time you are here
make sure you bring your board. Forget le metro
– just embrace the longboarding joie de vivre and
enjoy what this stunning city has to offer. CW

Laurent Perigault hangs 10 at La Défense. 
Photo: Melvin Zinck
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For more information visit:
riderz.net
hereandla.wordpress.com
blackkross.com
hawaiisurf.com La Défense at night. 

Photo: Pappy Boyington

Paris Greenskate 2010. 
Photo: Marvin Thine

Enone, wallride on the Louvre Pyramid. 
Photo: Pierre-Yves Guyot

Quentin Jacquet, cross-step at 
the Palais Royal. Photo: Lotfi

Marvin Thine, slide at the Trocadero. 
Photo: Lofti


