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The final mooring 
systems of the vaquita 
acoustic detectors are 
ready!
After having completed the 
first tests on the prototype 
of the mooring system, the 
researchers determined from 
the results the modifications 
needed and these modifi-
cations were subsequently 
tested at sea. 
Program: Vaquita
Project holder:   
Equipe Cousteau
Location: Mexico
 
Programme : Vaquita
Équipe : Equipe Cousteau
Lieu : Mexique

Polar bear 
(Ursis maritimus)
The Polar bear is the largest 
species of bear in the world. It 
is listed as “vulnerable” accor-
ding to the IUCN. The species´ 
population is estimated at 
20,000 to 25,000 individuals. 
Unfortunately populations of 
this species are greatly threa-
tened. Climatic change mostly 
caused by anthropogenic 
activity has considerably re-
duced their habitat. Hunting of 
the species still takes place in 
Canada, Alaska and Greenland, 
and remains a major threat.

Scientists estimate that 

between 150 and 200 

species become extinct 

every 24 hours.

1000 leaflets distributed in 
schools in Nepal in favor 
of Gharial conservation
During the mass gharial conser-
vation campaign 1000 leaflets 
in Nepali script were distribu-
ted among school children, 
youths and the elderly in diffe-
rent parts of Chitwan National 
park including the Madi valley 
and Nawalparasi. Leaflets were 
also sent to local institutions 
and Eco-clubs of schools in the 
Chitwan area.

Program: Gharial
Project Holder: WWF Nepal
Location: Nepal
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On November 3rd 2010, a 
Golden eagle was found dead 
and beheaded in the town of 
Moulinet (Alpes-Maritimes)  
in the Mercantour National 
Park.  The Mercantour National 
Park authorities were alerted 
and collected the body of 
the animal for analyses to be 
carried out: an X-ray confirmed 
the initial diagnosis of death 
by buckshot, which had been 
suggested by the pellet-cove-
red body of the animal. The 
LPO will file a legal complaint 
regarding this matter.

Program: Golden eagle
Project holder: Ligue pour la 
Protection des Oiseaux (LPO)
Location: France
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•  2011 Declared “International Year of 
Forests” by the United Nations

2011 has been declared by the United Nations to be the “International Year of Forests”, a very 
significant initiative in favor of the sustainable management and conservation of forests.

130,000km2 of forests are lost to deforestation every year 
due, amongst other factors, to their conversion into agri-
cultural land, the unsustainable harvesting of timber, etc. 
Forests are precious habitats that need to be protected 
since they provide a home for about two-thirds of all the 
world´s species. According to scientists, the disappea-
rance of tropical rainforests may lead to the loss of biodi-
versity of up to 100 species a day. 

Therefore the establishment of “ 2011 International Year 
of Forests “ is a significant endeavor to try to promote the 
importance of forests and to bolster global efforts to pro-
mote sustainable forest management and conservation 
for the benefit of our current and future generations.

• Cancún summit, Mexico
The UN climate change talks took place in Cancún from November 29th to December 11th 2010. 
There were 12,000 participants, including 5200 government officials, 5400 representatives of UN 
bodies and agencies, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations as 
well as 1270 members of the press. For the first time all of the major economies pledged to re-
duce emissions of greenhouse gases from deforestation and forest degradation (objective REDD+). 
Reaching an agreement on REDD+ is essential 
to saving forests, preserving biodiversity and 
helping people affected thereby. Currently 
about 15% of the global gas emissions are 
caused by deforestation. The major economies 
also agreed to promote the transfer of low-car-
bon technologies to developing countries and 
to establish by 2020 a green fund to shield the 
countries most vulnerable to climate change. 
All of these measures are indeed very positive 
steps towards biodiversity conservation. 

NEWS FDB  

Launch of the  
American crocodile 
program in Florida, 
USA

On Saturday, December 4, a 
new program was launched, 
thanks to the support of La-
coste, between the FDB and 
the University of Florida in fa-
vor of the conservation of the 
American crocodile. The ob-
jective of this project is to as-
sess the extent and magnitude 
of the impact of ecosystem 
restoration in the Everglades 
(Florida), on American Cro-
codile and Alligator American 
populations. The consequence 
of the extensive harnessing by 
humans of the fresh water re-
serves in Florida, has been an 
increase in the salinity levels 
of the habitats used by croco-
dilians (among other species), 
leading to a significant reduc-
tion in the growth of adults 
and to reduced rates of juve-
nile survival. 

According to local experts, cro-
codiles and alligators are good 
indicators of both environmen-
tal and hydrological variability. 
Dr. Mazzotti and his team have 
dedicated more than the last 
20 years researching croco-
dilians and it is a real plea-
sure for the FDB to be able to 
contribute towards American 
crocodile conservation.

Program: American crocodile
Project holder:   
University of Florida
Location: United States
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1.1 - New Orinoco crocodile surveys in the region of Casanare, 
Colombia

The Chelonia Foundation team, carried out at the beginning of November flights over several little streams 
and affluents of the Meta River in search of the rare Orinoco crocodile. These flights were carried out on 
trikes, ultralight hang-gliders, and on an Air Cam plane, thus allowing for low and slow surveillance. A hundred 
kilometers of the Meta River were inspected including the “caños” such as the Caños Duda, Guanapalo and 
Pauto. The Cravo Sur River, another affluent of the Meta River, was also inspected. Unfortunately, no evidence 
confirming the presence of the species has been detected, which does  not necessarily mean that the species 
has disappeared,  but  reinforces the importance of this project in favor of the Orinoco crocodile.

1.2 - New teaching material dealing with the conservation of 
the Orinoco crocodile in Colombia.

Chelonia has published and distributed brochures on 
the conservation of the Orinoco crocodile in Colom-
bia. These brochures have been designed to make the 
general public aware of the species´ critical conserva-
tion status and of the pressing need to stimulate and 
strengthen conservation efforts. The brochure will be 
distributed mainly amongst Colombian educational, 
environmental and conservation organizations, as 
well as among the general public in Los Llanos and 
in other areas, which are directly concerned by the 
conservation of the Orinoco crocodile.

FDB Program: 
Orinoco Crocodile

Location:  
Colombia

Project 
holder:  

With : 
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2.1 - The vaquita pilot study in Mexico is under way!

The Vaquita Program pilot study began 
initially in that part of the Cortez Sea  in 
Mexico designated as a «protected area» 
for the species.  This «refuge zone» has 
been divided into 6 sectors  and  the  first 
phase of the pilot study was  conducted  at 
10 sites; 6 sites  that  correspond to the 
center of each sector of the refuge zone 
plus  the  sites  corresponding  to the buoys 
G, D as well as sites numbers 44 and 7 (see 
Map). To ensure that this  study  is  repre-
sentative  of  the entire zone, the Equipe 
Cousteau researchers will  select randomly 
13 more sites to make up a total of 23 sites 
for the  pilot  study.

2.2 - New conservation measures in favor of the vaquita   
in Mexico.

The Mexican government and several local NGOs 
(Alto Golfo Sustentable and Noroeste Susten-
table) have launched new measures to reduce 
the number of fishing boats and the number of 
gill nets (the main threat to the vaquita) in the 
vaquita´s distribution area. 
Posters and information brochures dealing with 
the national vaquita conservation plan have been 
distributed to local communities. A program to 
develop alternative means for the fishermen to 
earn their livelihood has also been established.
The integration of ecology, technology, social 
sciences and economics is essential for the suc-
cess of the vaquita conservation program. 

FDB Program: 
Vaquita

Location: 
Mexico

Project holder: With: 
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3.1 - Gharial outreach programs in Nepal

Following the success of the activities 
conducted over the last few months, simi-
lar initiatives were carried out to reach out 
to many other communities in the Chitwan 
region. Conservation programmes have also 
been carried out in the regions of  Pragati-
nagar, Divyapuri and Rajahar. 
34 women and 69 men from the Bote, Majhi, 
Mushar and other communities. A number 
of important conservation issues were 
discussed as well as the future challenges 

to gharial conservation.

3.2 - New teaching material dealing with the conservation of 
the Orinoco crocodile in Colombia.

Chelonia has published and distributed brochures 
on the conservation of the Orinoco crocodile in 
Colombia. These brochures have been designed 
to make the general public aware of the species´ 
critical conservation status and of the pressing 
need to stimulate and strengthen conservation 
efforts. The brochure will be distributed mainly 
amongst Colombian educational, environmental 
and conservation organizations, as well as among 
the general public in Los Llanos and in other areas, 
which are directly concerned by the conservation 
of the Orinoco crocodile.

FDB Program: 
Gharial

Location:
Nepal

Project 
holder: 

With: 
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2011: International Year of Forests
On behalf of the entire team of the Fonds de dotation pour 
la Biodiversité (Endowment Fund for Biodiversity), I offer my 
best wishes for 2011. Thanks to our first partners Lacoste, 
Maaf and Grenoble Ecole de Management, we are going to be 
able to pursue in 2011 the programs that were launched last 
year in France, Mexico, Nepal and Colombia. We are also going 
to implement new field initiatives in the United States and the Philippines. 
Other partners have joined us at the end of the year, such as the Groupe Rhinos, or are in 
the process of doing so. 2011 will therefore be a year to strengthen our actions to promote 
biodiversity. I am grateful for the enthusiasm and involvement that donor companies and 
their employees have shown, as well as that of the NGOs and universities whose research 
conservation projects we fund. Nothing long-standing can be built without enthusiasm 
and trust.

2011 is also the International Year of Forests, which, as everyone knows, are one of the 
great havens of biodiversity. The Fonds de dotation pour la Biodiversité will be also be 
involved in this initiative.

Happy New Year 2011.

Patrice-Loup Rifaux
Chairman of the Fonds de dotation pour la Biodiversité
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