




studio lab® is the business unit of Aqua Terra dedicated to 
the consultancy, co-design and monitoring of projects of 
sustainable nature and characteristics.

We are a knowledge-based company that evaluates problems 
and opportunities holistically. Having the expertise to design 
sustainable solutions for our tropical environment, our work 
reflects bioregionalism.



We understand the earth’s finite capacity to provide resources, 
absorb waste and comply with human demand.

By observing and implementing the Sustainable Sites InitiativeTM, 
the LEED® rating system and the Carbon Credits mechanisms, 
studio lab® promotes sustainability in the way sites and 
communities are conceived and projects are addressed, 
designed, constructed and operated.



... interpreting sites and modeling landscapes
after healthy systems 

to increase the ecosystem services



is a rating system which encompasses clear and rigorous criteria 
for sustainable landscape design, construction, operations, 
and maintenance that brings the essential importance 
of ecosystem services to the forefront.

Increased understanding of the value of these services has led 
to acknowledgment of the way current land practices can 
imperil such essential benefits as air purification, water retention, 
climate regulation, and erosion control.

studio lab® interprets sites and models landscapes 
after healthy systems that increase the ecosystem services. 
Water on site can be managed to imitate natural water cycling, 
vegetation can be used strategically to cool the area 
and filter water, and soils can be restored 
to support healthy vegetation and filter pollutants.

The Sustainable Sites InitiativeTM



...providing 
a suite of standards 
for sustainable construction



the LEED® Rating System has been developed 
by the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) to provide 
a suite of standards for sustainable construction.

LEED® focuses on the entirety of a construction site, 
from the lightbulbs inside the building and the bicycle racks 
used by the inhabitants to the soil and aquifers underneath.

studio lab® has embraced this integrated system 
so that the services we already provide to our clients 
generate the points and credits necessary for a project 
to be LEED® Certified.

LEED®
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design



...stimulating 
sustainable development 

in our tropical region



are a key component of national and international attempts
to mitigate the growth in concentrations 
of Greenhouse Gases (GHGs).

Industrialized countries are allowed to invest in ventures that 
reduce emissions in Developing countries. The latter, 
on their side, are not required to reduce emission levels and 
are allowed to sell emissions credits to Industrialized countries 
under arrangements of the Carbon Market.

studio lab® believes that Carbon Credits, as instruments, 
could stimulate sustainable development in our tropical region. 
We act as consultants, facilitators, integrators and/or 
aggregators to validated clients.

Carbon Credits



The common gene between Sustainable SitesTM, 
LEED® and Carbon Credits is the pursuit of sustainability.

When studio lab® implements these methodologies, 
we generate the following benefits:

Cleaner water and cleaner air; 
Cooler cities; 
Carbon capture that mitigates climate change; 
Resource conservation and regeneration; 
Greater energy efficiency; 
Habitat and biodiversity preservation; 
Improved performance from stormwater management; 
Better living conditions.
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