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 Haiti’s eathquake.
It was exactly one year ago.

 Indeed, January 12th 2010, Port-au-Prince, 
the capital city of Haiti, was hit by a powerful 
earthquake. We all know the horrible consequences ... Let’s evaluate the situation after a whole 
year. Did the governement react ? Did the donations come ? And what about the rebuilding ?

 Today, more than 1 million inhabitants are still homeless. The living conditions, including ac-
cess to water, enough and healthy food and their security, are and must remain a priority for the 
humanitarian help in Haïti.
 
 As a matter of fact, various medias such as newspaper or magazines are definitely the main 
way to correctly inform the population and thus lead it to react, help and donate, because they are 
one of the key actors in a period of crisis. Very recently, the calamity in Japan (see our next issue : 
Japan collapse) has reopened the debate concerning the use or not of nuclear energy worldwide and 
has sensibilized children and the more older to the risks of such plants.
 
 Refering to tensions in Libya or else in totalitarian Arab countries, it can’t be denied that more 
and more troubles are appearing in the world. Consequently, we can go as far as to wonder is a bet-
ter world rightfully possible ? Then make your own opinion ...

 In my opinion, the world is sick but the world will cure.

Editorial

?
Is a better world 
possible 

“

Let’s recap.> 

Edito

PAGE 3

”
@
theworldbook.team

worldpress

.com

> > Manon Kersuzan
Chief editor

The World Book

Haiti is hit by 
an eathquake

12th January
4:53 PM

from January
to May 2010

Urgence stage
sorting the injured,
...



HAÏTI

HDI

SUMMARY

GDP

POPULATION

LOCATION

REPUBLIC 
OF

Focus on

before the quake

10 million inhabitants

0.404 (low) -> 145th 

$11.976 billion
$1,338 per capita

LITERACY
65.3% (UN)

DEBT
$1.3 billion (huge) in 2005
but might be cancelled since 2009

 French and Creole caribbean country
      former French colony (before 1804)
      Capital city > Port-au-Prince

situated on the Caribbean sea
third of the Hispaniola island area



THEORY 
OF PLATE 
TECTONICS
Conservative plate boundary (or strike flip fault) is a type of 

collision between two plates tectonics. Two lithospheric plates move and slide 
from both sides of the fault, land is neither formed 
nor destroyed but it provokes many and very 
powerful seismic quakes.

That’s what occured in Haiti between the North 
American Plate and the Caribbean Plate.

Epicentre of the quake
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Pre-existing factors >
Haiti is the poorest country in the world, its economy was quite bad.
There was also a lack of ressources (weak buildings, ...), medical infrastructures 
and no required personal in the country (science knowledge, ...)

Causes >
The existence of a fault between two lithosperic plates, the North American Plate 
and the Carribean Plate is the origin of the tremblor. Moreover, the intensity of the 
quake was too strong for a LEDC of that kind.
In addition, the epicentre was quite shallow for a tremor.

Facts >
The magnitude of the quake was 7.3 on Richter’s scale.
The epicentre was situated under the town of Leogâne (6.2 miles 
below the Earth’s surface) around the capital city.
The ground has shaken nearly 1 minute!

The report
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THE EARTHQUAKE has damaged lots of buildings, such as
landmark buildings (Presidential Palace,  just below , National assembly, ...), 
hospitals, the UN headquarters, thousands of houses, shops, churchs, schools 
and universities, ... The cost could be $7.2 billion to $13.2 billion, earlier estima-
tes had hovered around $5 billion.
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HUMAN CONSEQUENCES

      Before the catastrophe, there’s no denying that there was almost
nothing in Haiti. After, there’s let-alone ! However, the estimated damages’s cost 
is always less important for such a poor country than for a developped one.
But the number of fatalities was unfortunately countless ... 

  Before the quake, hundreads of thousands of Haitians were living in precarious 
and appalling conditions, notably in the marginalized shanty towns of the capital city, 
where few organisations provide them a general assistance and more particularly a 
medical care. Long before the devastating tremblor, the citizens of Port-au-Prince 
were daily fighting against the vagaries of life. 

      Port-au-Prince, Petit-Goâve, Léogâne, Jacmel and other settlements in 
southwestern Haiti were damaged. An estimation of 250,000 residences and 
30,000 commercial buildings had collapsed or were severely smashed. The deputy 
mayor of Léogâne reported that 90% percent of the buildings in that city had been 
destroyed and Léogâne have to "be totally rebuilt." The Ministry of Education esti-
mated that half the nation's 15,000 primary schools and 1,500 secondary schools 
were nearly destroyed. In addition, the three main universities in Port-au-Prince we-
re also severely damaged. Telephone networks, radio stations, factories and mu-
seums have been damaged damaged. Poor infrastructure before the earthquake 
only made the aftermath worse. It would take half a day to make a trip of a few 
miles on account of the bad state of roads.



 A lot have been injured. At least 1 million inhabitants were homeless, further-
more a third of the the total population was in need (over 3 million people). 

 Today, the situation is not resolved at all. Thousands of citizens sleep where they 
can, waiting for better days and despairingly for the humanitarian response.

 Aftermath was among other a cholera epidemic and prisonners escaped from 
prisons. People also slept in the street because they had no more homes. It caused 
an urgent need waited from International help.

 Made worse by the catstrophe, the living conditions encompassing access to 
water, food and decent houses must remain the priority for the year to come.
Besides, some tell : «Money is worth nothing right now, water is the currency»

     Moreover 230,000 people have died owing to the calamity, including both 
civilian and government officials, locals and foreigners – nonetheless the overwhelming ma-
jority of those killed and wounded in the quake were Haitian civilians. A number of public fi-
gures died in the earthquake : government officials, clergy members, musicians, together 
with foreign civilians and military personnel working with the United Nations.

 The death toll was over 150,000 in the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area alone.

Consequences



RESCUE OPERATIONS 
RELIEF EFFORT 

& MEDICAL HELP
AFTER THE TRAGEDY, THE INTERNATIONAL HELP OUGHT TO 
QUICKLY REACT.  THE MAJOR ACTORS INVOLVED IN THIS TIME 
TRIAL HAVE SELF-EVIDENTLY BEEN ESSENTIAL. 

 We can name the International Comittee 
of Red Cross which took care of the Haitians. 
Many police officers, military personnel of 
Haiti have helped their country.

 In addition, lots of organizations  world-
wide have accepted to send some medici-
nes and survival material. Likewise the US 
Navy ; it tried to find survivors. At last, only 
3,000 alive people were rescued.

 

        SOLIDAR sadly commemorates the ear-
thquake that made over 1.5 million homeless. 
In the direct aftermath of the earthquake, 
SOLIDAR members reacted in a surge of soli-
darity to provide assistance to the victims of 
the Haitian earthquake, and to coordinate 
their relief actions.

       A SOLIDAR Haiti Solidarity Fund was set 
up to centralise the funds raised by SOLIDAR 
members and partners in solidarity with Haiti. 
More than 400,000 ¤ were collected and 
channelled to support the work of SOLIDAR 
member organisations in the field. 

 One year later, while the political situa-
tion remains uncertain and nationwide chole-
ra outbreak has added to the distress cau-
sed by the massive devastation, everyone 
remain present and working in solidarity with 
the Haitians. So that together we make a 
change for dignity and social justice for all.

Recovery
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HOW CAN YOU  
(STILL) HELP?

       Relating to the medicine help, Doctors wi-
thout Borders, Red Cross or else Samaritan’s 
purse are indispensable relief agencies. They 
have brought treatments against illness and to 
heal as many injuries as possible.

  Concerning relief effort, there were ob-
viously donations (from MEDCs, private indici-
dual, etc) although also a charitable cover song 
with many celebrities We Are The World 25 
Haiti. Then water, food, tents, medicine and res-
cue equipment flew into Port Au Prince from dif-
ferent NGOs. But a large part of the donations 
have strangely disappeared !

       The NGO Life is good  :) Kids Foundation 
works to address the social, emotional and edu-
cational needs of children in tent cities throu-
ghout Port-au-Prince. In 2010, the team collected 
$85,000. How a great job!

        The raise of the non-schooling children ave-
rage at the time of the tremblor and of the inse-
curity changed the dailylife of the Haitians and 
that’s why the wealthier like us can’t be egoist 
face to horror.

       Children should be educated because there 
are the future of Haiti. We must not forget them : 
everybody have to be set on an equal footing. 
That seems standard but it isn’t.
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HAITI 
THROUGH 
CHILDREN’S 
VISION



        Queen Elizabeth II, monarch of the Commonwealth, made a donation to the relief effort 
like in European Union where ¤3 Million were released in emergency funding. The European 
council later announced that more than ¤429 million in emergency humanitarian aid, rehabilita-

tion aid and medium to long-term reconstruction aid would be sent.

The Organization of American States donated US$100,000.

The Union of South American Nations pledged $300,000,000 to 
help rebuild Haiti on long terms (meeting held in order to discuss 
how it would be utilized).

 

As the extent of the catastrophe unfolded, United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon commented: "There is no doubt that we are facing a major 
humanitarian emergency and that a major relief 
effort will be required".

     The U.N. mobilized an emergency response 
team to help coordinate humanitarian relief efforts 
(police troops, UNICEF, World Bank funds, all kinds 
of experts, ..

         To conclude, many non-govern-
mental organizations, including interna-
tional, religious and regionally-based 
NGOs, immediately pledged support 
in the aftermath of the 2010 Haiti 
earthquake. NGOs contributed significantly 
to both on-the-ground rescue efforts and 
external solicitation of aid for those rescue efforts.

Solida!ty.
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Photos from our special reporter in Haiti.
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1 Salvage of holdovers by a NGO

The Red Cross is definitely indispesable





AND NOW?
 We saw that the situation in Haiti is still worrying.
After politicaa instabilities and an enormous economic crisis 

as long term consequences, the Haitians are exhausted.
It would take a very long time to rebuild. So many peo-
ple are living outside or in ruins because just a few 

buildings have been rehabilited. Some continue wor-
king to meliorate what could be. They rely on us!

Solutions may be a more important help from the UN 
and a better use of the donations. 
 In a second time, the main cities of the country could 

experiment sustainable development as a model for agricul-
ture. Let share your ideas with us! 

Haiti Experts Recommend High-Impact
 Nonprofits To Support

The future



JAPAN 
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