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Rules of the Road

This booklet is a translation of Kotsu-no-Kyosoku (August 2008,
published by the Japan Traffic Safety Association under the

supervision of the Traffic Bureau, the National Police Agency)
by JAF.

This booklet intends to be a guidebook to help foreign drivers
to understand the traffic laws and regulations of Japan. In the
case that any conflict in interpretation of the text arises between
this booklet and the original, the original should supersede.

Recommended by the Traffic Bureau of National Police Agency
With cooperation from the Japan Traffic Safety Association

Published by the Japan Automobile Federation (JAF)
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The motor vehicle has become an indispensable part of our modern life. At the
same time, however, if we fail to use it properly, it can become a lethal weapon,
capable of causing serious ftraffic accidents, or a source of noise or disturbance,
having a significant effect on roadside neighborhoods. Moreover, selfish driving
can sometimes cause trouble for others.

In a motorized society, both pedestrians and drivers need to be aware of their
own responsibilities and contribute to the building of a traffic environment where
people can move safely and smoothly without jeopardizing the safety of others.

To this end, it is essential to have a good understanding of vehicles and traffic
and learn to comply with traffic rules. While on the road, it is important to judge
situations and take proper action in consideration of the safety of others.

This rulebook provides guidelines for pedestrians and drivers to understand
and fulfill their respective responsibilities toward the building of a more comfortable
and safer motorized society. You are advised to learn the traffic rules by referring
to this rulebook from time to time. It is important to put into practice what you learn
and also share your knowledge with your family and friends, and especially with
children, whenever necessary.

1-1 Follow the traffic rules

A tremendous volume of pedestrian and vehicular traffic moves on the road. The
failure of a single driver or pedestrian to consider others, by moving in a selfish or
thoughtless manner, may disturb the traffic pattern or cause accidents, or cause
trouble for others or put them at risk.

Traffic rules have been laid down as a systematic set of commitments that must
be observed by everyone to ensure safe and smooth road traffic. In other words, it
is the fundamental responsibility of each citizen as a member of society to observe
the traffic rules.

This booklet outlines the traffic rules of Japan. For details, refer to the relevant
sections on traffic signs and markings (pp. 5-9, pp. 67-75). Clear understanding of
their meanings will help you observe the traffic rules.

1-2 The Road User’s Code

It goes without saying that we must follow the rules of the road when traveling on
the road. We must take utmost care and precaution, in accordance with road and
traffic conditions. In order to meet our social responsibilities as a pedestrian or

a driver, it is our duty to ensure the safety of others. While on the road, keep the
following in mind:



(1) Pay close attention to pedestrians and
vehicles around you. Move in a manner
considerate to others.

(2) Do not always put your own traffic
convenience ahead of the well-being of the
residents along the road. Take care not {0
cause unpleasant noises or other nuisance.

(3) Be prepared for the worst. Make sure
you have automobile insurance, learn
about emergency aid (namely, emergency
measures required to give first aid to the

pa.A : : Pay attention to pedestrians and other
m;urecl on the scene of a traffic ﬂEEIdEI’IT}, and vehicles in traffic. Drive with care for others.

keep a first-aid kit in your car.

(4) If you come across someone involved in a traffic accident or a breakdown, call
the police and/or ambulance, and give assistance in any way you can.

(5) Not only as a driver but also as a pedestrian or cyclist, have good
understanding of the physical characteristics of vehicles, such as dead angles,
turning radius differences, and so on.

(6) Do not litter or place any object on the road without permission. Do not do
anything that would obstruct passage, or cause nuisance to others.

2-1 Meaning of traffic lights

(1) All traffic must move in accordance with traffic lights. Traffic lights and their
meanings are described by type in Table, p. 6.

(2) Observe the traffic light you are facing. Even when the traffic light is red for
the perpendicular traffic, do not automatically assume the light for your traffic
is green. For example, with some signal systems, all traffic lights turn red
simultaneously for a moment, while a staggered-signal system sets the timing

for changing a specified light to red. Fig.1 Traffic lights for pedestrians
(3) Traffic lights with human pictograms are for aw'iﬂs

pedestrians and regular bicycles. Where a traffic n

light bears a signboard stating “Pedestrians/

Bicycles Only” (Fig.1), however, non-standard-type

bicycles must observe the signal. A traffic light with
a signboard stating “Buses only,” etc., (Appendix
Table 2, p. 67) shall apply to the type of vehicles as
specified. Therefore, where a signal light bears such
a spggificaﬁup, whether vehicular or pedestrian, the (bulbtyps)  (LED-type)
specified vehicle or pedestrian must observe that Signal lights for pedestrians
signal light.
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(4) Where there is a sign with a blue arrow pointing
to the left against a white background on the left-
side of the road or on a traffic light (see right),

a vehicle facing that sign may turn left even if
the traffic light ahead is yellow or red; the driver
must watch out for pedestrians and surrounding
traffic. In this case, the vehicle should not
interfere with the passage of pedestrians or

Where there is a sign with a blué

bicycles crossing on their green signal, arrow pointing to the left against a
i . . white background, you may turn left
Types of traffic lights with meanings tegardlessif the trgﬂicligm.

| Pedestrians may proceed and cross,

—

Vehicles other than lightweight vehicles, and streetcars/trams may go straight or turn laft
or right. Mopeds making two-step right turn may go straight ahead to the peint for tuming
right, and change the direction they are heading.

-
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Lightweight vehicles (bicycles, carls, etc.) may go straight and turn left. When turning
right, these vehicles must proceed to the point of making a right turn, stop and change
their direction to the right and walt at that point.

Fedestrians must not start to cross.
A padestrian who is already crossing the road must finish crossing quickly or else turn back.

Yell
Eizhgw

Vehicles and streetcars/irams may not move further than the stopping point. However, ifa
vehicle is rapidly approaching the stopping point when the signal changes to yellow, and
cannot stop safely, it may continue to proceed.

Fadesztrians must not eross.:

Vehicles and sireelcars/trams may not proceed past the stopping point.

| Avehicle or streetcar/iram, when already making a left turn at an intersection, may
| continue to proceed even if the signal light on the left is red.

Y B -

A vahicla or streetcar/tram, when already making a right turn at an intersection, may
continue to proceed even if the signal light on the right is red. In this case, the vehicle or
streetcar/tram, must not abstruct the traffic of vehicles or streetcars/trams approaching on
a green light. However, lightweight vehicles and mopeds making a two-step right turn must
stop after crossing the road and wait at that point while the signal light on the right is red.

Vehicles may proceed In the direction indicated by the arrow aven if the signal light is
yvellow or red. However, in the case of a signal arrow indicating a right turn, lightweight
vehicles and mopeds making a two-step right turn may not proceed.

Streetcars/trams may proceed in the direction indicated by the arrow even if the signal
light i= yellow or red, but pedestrians and vehicles may not procead,

Flashing

ellow Pedesirians, vehicles and streetcars/trams may proceed carefully, paying attantion 1o
}f N : : other traffic.
light
= Fedestrians may proceed carefully, paying attention to other 1ra_lf_i-:. s R
Flashing ———= = i
light : i Vehicles and streetcars/Irams must stop at the stopping point bafore proceading.

{Mote) The term "stopping point” in this table relers 1o the point just befere the stop line. In the absence of such a ling, it is defined as follows:
(1) A peint just before an intersection (where a crosswalk/pedestrian crossing or a bicycle crossing lane is located close to an intersection,
just before the crosswalk/pedastrian crossing or the bicycle crossing lane);
{2} A point just before a crosswalk/pedesirian croesing, a bicyele crossing lane or a railroad crossing in places other than intersactions: or
(3) The point where a tralfic lights can be seen in places other than inlersections without & crosswalk/pedestrian crossing, bicycle crossing
lane or railroad crossing nearby,
The term “vehicles" refers to automobiles, mopads, lightweight vehicles such as bicycles and carts, and trolley buses.



InuliGawe I.IEEI-IHIH'.‘HE!.I EUIILr FRFE 0 LRI RE R LE NN

Example 1 Example 2
Parking Stopping Crosswalk/pedestrian Safety zone
permitted permitted crossing

These signs indicate places Location of crosswalks/
where parking or stopping pedestrian crossings, etc.,
is permitted. are indicated.

® Warning signs inform road users in advance of possible danger or adverse road
conditions.

Example 1

Railroad crossing Road under
construction

1T %

All warning signs have a yellow background.

® Guidance signs provide geographical information, such as place names, directions,
and distances by destination, for the convenience of users.

Destination and Destination, direction
distance and :ﬂtan ce

# FEZ 10km

Ginza

2 ] 12km

Honcho

i‘ﬂ-ﬁ

# 18 23km i
| aChikawa

Shin julkeu

Green signboards are used on expressways,
etc., and blue signboards on other roads.


















































































































































































































