
WELCOME TO GATTACA

This text is an extract from the movie Welcome to Gattaca, released in 1997 by Andrew Niccol. 
This movie takes place in the future where people can choose their children's genetic code. The 
main character, Vincent Freeman, wants to be an astronaut but he can't, because only « perfect 
people » (that is to say people genetically made) can go to space, and he is « naturally made ». He 
meets Jerome Morrow, a man created with the help of Eugenics, but who had a terrible accident and 
can't walk anymore. They decide to « exchange » their genetic identity.
In this extract Antonio and Maria, Vincent's parents, are in the geneticist's consulting room. Indeed 
Vincent had heart diseases, so they decided to have a « perfect child » not to have this kind of 
problem anymore.

I. The future baby  

– So the geneticist announces them that there are four pre-embryos : « two healthy boys and 
two healthy girls » l.5. Antonio and Maria decide to have a boy, so that Vincent could have a 
brother to play with.

– As they had asked, their baby will have « blue eyes, dark hair and fair skin » l.15. He is 
supposed to become taller than his dad l.31. He won't be affected by myopia, alcoholism 
susceptibility and premature baldness, he will be neither violent nor obese.

– However he won't be perfect : l.21 « Believe me, we have enough imperfections built-in 
already ». He will just be the best of his parents.

Though the baby the geneticist describes seems to be ideal, the parents are not so enthusiastic.

II. The parent's reactions  

– We can see in the stage directions l.9 and 18 that they are anxious, ill-at-ease. They are 
probably afraid of giving their eggs and sperm to science because making a baby is 
something intimate usually, so they may feel dispossessed. They could also feel weak and 
ashamed, guilty not being able to create a better child themselves.

– Maria is less convinced than her husband l.25, she's only « half-convinced » though Antonio 
« beams proudly », he seems to be enthusiastic.

– They both seem to hesitate between having a perfect child without deseases and leaving 
some things to chance, as Antonio asks l.19.

The parents ask themselves a lot of questions, they have hesitations but the geneticist do the best he 
can to convince them, even through manipulation.

III. Manipulation of the geneticist  

– First he always tries to reassure the anxious parents l.20 and 53. At the end of the passage, 
Maria seems to be worried and guilty about the dead of the three other pre-embryos, but the 
geneticist reassures her by saying they are only « human possibilities », « smaller than a 
grain of sand » l.53.

– He changes the subject when he sees that Maria is perplexed l.25.
– He took the liberty of eradicating illnesses himself, which the parents didn't ask.
– He resorts to humour to make them feel comfortable l.32, and it is adressed to Antonio who 



is more convinced than Maria.
– He tries to influence the parents to add more skills like singing or maths ability. He probably 

knows that a lot of parents would really like their children to be able to sing, or to be good in 
maths. He doesn't say the price until Antonio and Maria ask him, because it is very 
expensive. Moreover it is not sure to work, as he explains l.42. And when the couple say 
they couldn't afford it, again he reassures them by saying it is almost no use : it is very 
hypocrite (l.48)

– Antithesis between the couple and the geneticist. The doctor is very professional, he has a 
kind of strategy to convince the couple and get more money, he proposes them everything 
parents would like their children to have : ability for music, maths, baseball... Though his 
speech tries to be friendly, the fond of it is very cold.
To the contrary, the couple seems to be very natural. I find them cute : they don't want the 
perfect baby, with no shortcomings, they just want a healthy child, who will get married 
and give them grandchildren (l.35). They want to leave things to chance. They probably just 
don't want to have another baby with heart illnesses who risks to die very soon.
So the parents, who just have natural intentions, contrast with the geneticist who just wants 
to sell his competences, to interfere more and more with nature to get more money.


