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The 16th and 17th April 2012 will be held in Paris-Marne-la-Vallée, an international 

conference entitled “Building the urban future and Transit Oriented Development / rail and 

other modes, connecting with urban and regional development. 

Since 2007 more than half of the global population lives in cities; the urban issue gains 

more and more importance with specific problems occurring in central, peri-urban and 

regional spaces. In a long term perspective the consumption of resources, of space, of 

energy, is and will be a central issue. If one admits that building cities means building 

distances between urban functions (Offner), then the couple formed by transport and the 

city is fundamental. The challenge we are facing is that the inherited city of today is mainly 

produced by and for automobiles.  



 

 

On the 15th march 2011 a group of researchers and practitioners have gathered in 

Paris/Marne-la-Vallée for a brainstorming exercise entitled "Researches for an urbanism 

oriented towards rail and intermodality, Bahn.Ville and the Transit-Oriented Development". 

In this meeting a list of research ideas and research perspectives have been emitted that 

have been used as input ideas for structuring the present conference. 

The future of the city/transport couple implies a triple reflection on the city itself (1), on 

transport (2) and on the coupling of the two (3): 

1. a more dense city, more compact as opposed to sprawled city, moreover a more 

liveable city, a city with more choice (Cervero), a more mixed city, a more accessible 

city (with a greater diversity of access transport modes, with access to more 

resources/urban functions/amenities in a single place than in the sprawled city). What 

are the urban models for the city of tomorrow? Linear city, “ville creuse”/”hollow city” 

(Maupu), polycentric and compact urban region ?  

2. Is the present transport and mobility system adapted to the future urban needs? Do we 

need adapting the present transport system? Do we need to get rid of some transport 

modes? Do we need new forms of transport? How much of our efforts should focus on 

reducing or even avoiding transport in cities? 

3. A renewed transport/city interaction: a future city coupled with a transport system 

alternative to automobile; what need for exchanges between fields of intervention? Do 

the conjunct development of the city and the transport system needs coordination, or 

integration of competencies? 

 

Many debates can be related to this reflection: 

 Are we going back to a city based on physical distances, in active transportation 

modes, after having developed a time city (based on cars)? Or are we proposing a 

renewed model mixing time city and physical distances urban model by combining 

rapid transit and active modes?  

 Are the categories of “density”, “compacity” and “sprawl” relevant to the urban 

reflection, or do they not close the debate? Do we need new categories, new 

concepts? 

 How much of and what design of the space dedicated to cars in this city of the future? 

Elimination, cohabitation, new share of the street space, new share of public spaces, 

vehicle sharing?  



 

 

 Can transit play again a central role in cities? After having structured the urban form in 

the 19th century, after having been considered as a mobility means for those who can't 

afford the car, can it be the main mean for an improved accessibility for all to the urban 

functions? 

 Which differences between the context of European cities (with sometimes  a focus on 

rail but with big differences between the towns) and the context of other parts of the 

world such as for example Latin America ? Can the transport modes debate between 

rail and bus, often dominated by economic views considering only a short term 

context, be fruitfully explored in the urban development perspective? 

In this context one can find the Transit Oriented Development (TOD), a dominant doctrine 

in the domain of urban reflection, even if its effectiveness in concrete action can be 

discussed. The initiative of this conference can also be related to a Franco-German 

research action program called Bahn.Ville on the development of an urbanism oriented 

towards rail and intermodality (Bahn-Ville2.fr). 

 

The “Building the urban future and Transit Oriented Development / rail and other modes, 

connecting with urban and regional development” 2012 conference invites papers focusing 

on three perspectives or entries: 

A) Urban reflection 

 urban utopias 

 urban planning, urban project and continuous management of the city 

 appropriation, use and design of public spaces  

 urban renewal 

 the potential of brownfield for a transit oriented urban development 

B) Mobility and transport 

 building a transport system alternative to the present car dominated system (car 

dependence) 

 urban accessibility (transport system performance) 

 rail and other transport modes 

 rail or other transport modes 



 

 

C) Articulating transport and cities 

 urban development oriented towards transit (adaptation of an existing urban fabric) 

 urban development shaped by transport (ex-nihilo urban development) 

 transit development to support the urban needs 

 the TOD as a universal model ? 

 Is it necessary to coordinate, or even to integrate public intervention in the various 

domains?  

 

Indications for abstract submission 

 

Maximum abstract length: 400 words 

Calendar  

Deadline for abstracts : 15th September 2011.  

Decision of abstract selection: 30th October 2011 

Deadline for full papers : 15th February 2012 

Conference date: 16th-17th April 2012 

 

Contacts 

buftod2012@gmail.com 

Alain L'Hostis, LVMT - IFSTTAR,  www.ifsttar.fr  www.lvmt.fr  

Claude Soulas, GRETTIA - IFSTTAR, www.ifsttar.fr  

Fernando Lozada, UACJ LVMT - IFSTTAR, www.uacj.mx www.lvmt.fr  
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