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 WEBSITE  :  http://ghanacoffin.com   

 FACE BOOK :  https://www.facebook.com/GhanaCoffin 

 WIKIPEDIA   :  « Kane Kwei Carpentry Workshop »  

      « Eric Adjetey Anang » in 15 different languages 

 
 

eric.kanekweiworks@gmail.com 

rousset.jm@gmail.com 

Ghana    :    +233 (0) 244 11 47 19   &    +233 (0) 266 50 50 11 

France    :    +33 (0) 628 630 431 

 

Eric Adjetey Anang • Kane Kwei Carpentry Workshop • PO BOX TS 415, Teshie •  Accra • Ghana 

https://www.facebook.com/GhanaCoffin
mailto:eric.kanekweiworks@gmail.com
mailto:rousset.jm@gmail.com
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In Ga language design coffins are called adebuu adekai.  Literally “receptacles of proverbs”.  They 

are a way to celebrate life of the deceased. For an oral civilization, this means that unspeakable being 

reached, it is sublimate by a non-verbal artistic discourse. In short, a dazzling virtuoso 3D eulogy.– 

Jean-Michel Rousset, 2011 
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Wood tribute to the tribe of spiritual people. Fauna, 

flora, objects. The soul of the dream emerges from his 

laughing coffins. Eric Adjetey Anang and his assistants 

travel in time illuminated by the fabulous powers of 

observation. 
 

Sam Cambio, Paris, April  2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Creativity involves knowing that you have a point of view. Finding a voice comes through the 

doing, and honoring your insights. You have to understand the cultural rules of your own 

community about communication, symbols, and meaning in objects and images, so that you can 

use them in new and surprising ways. It’s not about breaking the rules, but about bending them, 

seeing them from a new perspective, and making them your own.” 

 
Michael Deforest 

“Hand, Mind, Wood: My Apprenticeship with Ghana’s Fantasy Coffin-Makers of Kane Kwei Carpentry Workshop” 
A lecture at Catlin Gable School, Portland, Oregon. February 2011 

 
 
 
 
 

Yet to find the Ghanaian, "heroes of the street" who best embodies the optimism of a continent 

that says "there are no problems, only solutions." Unlike the heads of state, Africa such as 

Ghana does not lack men putting into practice "governance from the bottom." From a survey of 

electronic wastes that are illegally unloaded in landfills of Accra and an Election Observation 

Mission, Jean Michel Rousset, a former agent for the French cultural action, invites us to visit 

Eric Adjetey. Eric is 24 years old. He lives in Teshie, a coastal village on the outskirts of Accra. 

Like his late grandfather Kane Kwei, who set the trend of personalized coffins among 

fishermen of the Ga tribe, Eric develops "design coffins', whose shape evokes the passion or 

profession of the deceased. In fact, Eric makes the happiness of his fellow citizens into the 

other world. A story that has not escaped the people hired for an advertising campaign for the 

Spanish soft drink Aquarius, owned by Coca Cola. Used as a hero of the television campaign 

conducted last spring by Aquarius, Eric is now a model for urban youth of the country. 
Jean-Christophe Servant 

 
« This year, good governance has no price » 
Le Monde Diplomatique,  October 30, 2009 
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Eric Adjetey Anang and the Kane Kwei Workshop 

 

a story 

In 2005, Eric Adjetey 

Anang has chosen to 

become involved in the 

creation of fantasy coffins 

rather than engage in 

academic studies. He has 

taken over the family 

business - so moribund - 

created in the 50's by his 

grandfather Seth Kane 

Kwei, regarded as the 

inventor of this ephemeral 

art form. Since then, local 

orders flocked to the 

workshop and Eric has 

participated in 

international projects in 

Africa, Europe, America 

and Asia. 

a vision 

 Reviving the name of 

Kane Kwei who had fallen 

into oblivion after his 

death. 

 

 Underpinned by the idea 

of leadership by example, 

help young Africans to 

realize that success is 

possible if one is 

determined and 

passionate, unskilled 

emigrant is not the 

solution to get by. 

 

To help break stereotypes 

about Africa and Africans.

some assets 

 The family workshop 

exceptionally well located 

on the main road of the 

city of Teshie, a few tools 

and people. A laptop with 

Internet access by wireless 

modem.La légitimité d’un 

patrimoine et d’un savoir 

faire uniques. 

 

 The legitimacy of a 

heritage and a unique 

know-how. 

 

 A global exposure coming 

on.
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an overall project in the medium and long term 

 Develop collaborations with institutional and private partners on five continents: 

residences abroad and invitations in Ghana. 

 Enhance the production of the workshop by permanent design of new models, creating a 

furniture collection figurative 

 

short-term projects 

 Structural: construction of an office and a bathroom on the site of the workshop. 

 Logistics: acquisition of a vehicle. 

 Equipment: purchase a printer / scanner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I-phone bookcase, created for the 3rd World Black Culture Festival, – design category. Dakar, 2010 
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Thank you 

Alain Lewkowicz 

Alex et Gaby à Busua 

Alexis Koshlyakov 

Alhaji Aliyu 

Alhaji Usman 

An Xia Mina 

Annick Maignien 

Antonio Perez 

Benjamin Rollins Caldwell 

Brendon McGetrick 

Charles Adjei Omanye 

Christiana Chae 

Dimitry Yevsikov 

Erik Johnson 

Erion Kumuria 

François Kiene 

Ghalaid Idress 

Guy Hersant 

Henri Bulisi 

Hollie Frick 

Ibrahim Tcha-Tchere 

Jacky Bornet 

Jean Lasserre 

Jean-Christophe Servant 

Jean-Pierre Moreau 

Jemmy Omorojo 

Jerome Freling 

Judith Hartley 

Julien Gamel 

Karine Ergo 

Kristen Eran 

Luc Lagouche 

Ludo Renders 

Marc Sainsauve 

Marcel Rousset 

Maria Fernandez-Thual 

Marianne Lafargue 

Marina Prudnikova 

Maryse Faure-Taylor 

Maxwell à Kumasi 

Michael Deforest 

Michel Erichsen 

Mo Abudu 

Monsuru Olayori 

Musa Hambolu 

Noel Hines 

Pascal Ott 

Philippe Dupriez 

Philippe Parisi-Faure 

Raymond Siaka 

Roberta Bonetti 

Romain Tevels 

Sam Cambio 

Senator Ron Wyden 

Sergey Jakushin 

Seth Kane Kwei 

Seun Anikulapo Kuti 

Simone Rousset 

Stefan Seghers 

Sylvia Vendramel 

Tajudeen Akande 

Thomas Dorn 

Turid Owren 

Ulugzod Umarov 

Vittoria Bertoletti 

Zoe Elliot-Shircore

 
Henri Cartier Bresson - Eric Adjetey Anang. 

Museum of Modern Art of the city of Paris, 2009 


