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Dr. Khalid bin Mohamed Al-Attiyah with Union Minister of Industries and Commerce Anand Sharma

Pitroda favors open, transparent electronic auction of Spectrum
Prakash M swaMy
NEW YORK

Dr. Sam Pitroda, renowned 
tech guru and advisor to 
Prime Minister Dr Man-

mohan Singh, today favored open 
and transparent e- auction all gov-
ernment auctions and tenders in-
cluding the future sale of spectrum 
bandwidth to telecom providers to 
avoid any legal hassle and bad name 
to the government.

After his address at the two-day 
Pan-IIT Conference, Dr. Pitroda, 
considered architect of India’s mod-
ern telecom revolution, said:”We 
have to learn from the past actions 
and happenings. The government 
and the industry will get the best 
out of it. We need to use electronics 

and open transparent process and 
have e-procurement. Why should 
we indulge in old methods of auc-
tion when we have modern technol-
ogy at our disposal?” he said.

Dr, Pitroda said the 3-G auc-
tion was transparent and had no 
complications whatsoever in the 
bidding process. Steps should be 
taken to implement e-auction and 
modern technology. “The 3G spec-
trum auction last year has shown 
that auction of spectrum is the best 
way forward.”

E-auction helps all parties and 
public to know what had really hap-
pened and why not we should use 
it in all the government process, 
he wondered. “When technology 
is available and India is on top it, 
what prevents us from going ahead 

with the e-auctions and dispense 
with the old and antiquated system 
of tenders and procurements.”

Pitroda had last year submit-
ted a report to the Prime Minister 
Dr Manmohan Singh on measures 
to revive state-run telecom major 
BSNL and so far the Department 
of Telecommunications (DoT) has 
not commented or implemented  
the recommendations of the report. 
The DoT has kept mum on the pro-
posals such as implementing hire 
and fire policy of inefficient staff 
and reduction of excess employees 
in a bid to revamp the ailing BSNL 
and gear it up to meet the com-
petition of private sector telecom 
companies. However, he refused to 
comment on the ongoing 2-G con-
troversy.

mission.
Dr. Pitroda was Chairman of 

India’s National Knowledge Com-
mission (2005-2009), an advisory 
body to the Prime Minister of In-
dia, set up to provide a blueprint of 
reform of the knowledge related in-
stitutions and infrastructure in the 
country. The Commission has of-
fered a series of recommendations 
on various aspects of the knowledge 
paradigm to help India meet the 
challenges of the 21st century. He 
is currently Advisor to the Prime 
Minister of India on Public Infor-
mation Infrastructure and Innova-
tions. He holds close to 100 world-
wide patents and has published and 
lectured widely in the US, Europe, 
Latin America and Asia.

Dr. Sam Pitroda is an inter-
nationally renowned development 
thinker, telecom inventor and entre-
preneur who have spent 44 years in 
Information and Communications 
Technology and related human and 
national developments. Credited 
with having laid the foundation for 
and ushered India’s technology and 
telecommunications revolution in 
the 1980s, Dr. Pitroda has been a 
leading campaigner to help bridge 
the global digital divide.

During his tenure as Advisor 
to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 
the 1980s Dr. Pitroda headed six 
technology missions related to tele-
communications, water, literacy, 
immunization Dairy and oil seeds. 
He was also the founder and first 
chairman of India’s Telecom Com-

Doha Forum to promote peace, understanding in troubled world
Prakash M swaMy

NEW YORK 

In an effort to put intercultural dialogue 
at the heart of the World’s development 
agenda, Qatar will host the fourth Inter-

national Forum of the United Nations Alli-
ance of Civilizations (UNAOC) in the Gulf 
nation of Qatar. The Doha Forum will take 
place between Dec 11 and13.

Dr. Khalid bin Mohamed Al-Attiyah, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Qatar, 
told a select gathering of media in New York 
last week that around 2,000 delegates including 
world leaders, top UN officials and members 
of Civil Society organizations will join their 
efforts in Doha to make United Nations Alli-
ance of Civilizations (UNAOC) international 
forum a turning point, taking into account 
the past and current achievements in Madrid, 
Istanbul and Rio De Janeiro conferences.

A turning point because of its particular 
format, as for the very first time in UNAOC’s 
existence, Civil Society will actively contribute 
to the forum’s debates and outcomes.  Doha 
Pre-Forum for Civil Society that was orga-
nized in May 2011 brought together 190 par-
ticipants from 80 countries. A turning point 
also because at Doha, the UNAOC will an-
chor itself as the source of strong convictions 
and impactful actions that promote peace and 
development of societies through intercultur-
al dialogue, evidenced by the Doha Forum’s 
baseline “Intercultural Dialogue to boost De-
velopment”.

The Minister said Qatar has assumed 
the presidency of the UN General Assembly 
this year, the country is more than ever in-
vesting energy and strategic vision to become 
one of the most vibrant, knowledge-based 
economies in the world. The Doha Forum is 
a concrete example of the strategic role that 
Qatar is playing at a worldwide level, setting 
new standards for dialogue and diplomacy at 
the service of a better governance and human 
development.

From its inception, UNAOC has been 
guided by its Group of Friends of over 130 
States and international organizations and 
the High Level Group of eminent persons, to 
which the First Lady of Qatar, Her Highness 
Sheikha Moza, has made major contributions. 
Indeed, it is Sheikha Moza’s involvement that 
led to the fourth Forum being held in Qatar.

“With the Dialogue of Civilizations, we 
have come closer today to the pulse of the hu-
man being regardless of where we live and how 
different our values and cultural roots are. We 

should make our primary target to support 
the Alliance in order to meet the MDGs by 
the date we have set.

The Doha Forum will mark a turning point 
in the history of the Alliance of Civilizations, 
by proposing a comprehensive and ambitious 
roadmap for a more sustainable, balanced 
and peaceful world and by giving the word to 
NGOs, CSOs and Youth. The Doha Forum 

will strongly reinforce and strengthen the role 
and the need of this unique institution,” Her 
Highness  Sheikha Moza was quoted as saying.

The UNAOC’s annual Forum in Doha 
will be a milestone in the UNAOC’s exis-
tence. In Qatar, the UNAOC will define the 
conditions that will allow global intercultural 
dialogue to emerge as a key driver for devel-
opment, security and peace. The Doha Forum 

will indeed place culture at the heart of the 
world’s development agenda.

“All Forums (Madrid, Istanbul and Rio 
de Janeiro) of the Alliance have brought new 
perspectives and fresh thinking to the Alli-
ance. All Forums have been a unique oppor-
tunity to engage in a global conversation on 
topical issues. All Forums have opened up 
new avenues for intercultural dialogue and 
cooperation. The same will happen with the 
Doha Forum and I am truly convinced that it 
will be a turning point for the Alliance in terms 
of raising its visibility, integrating it more into 
the global agenda and reinforcing commit-
ments for action,” said United Nations High 
Representative for the Alliance of  Civiliza-
tions, President Jorge Sampaio.

This ambitious positioning will have the 
added benefit of I increasing synergies be-
tween the UNAOC’s mission and the Mil-
lennium Development Goals, for which HH 
Sheikha Moza is a strong advocate.

Reinforcing the cultural and intercultural 
approach in each of the MDGs can strengthen 
social cohesion and harmony, accelerate posi-
tive change and improve the sustainability of 
initiatives. “By hosting the Fourth Forum of 
the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations in 
Doha, our objective is to work closely with the 
UNAOC Secretary, the Member States and 
the Group of Friends to bring the achieve-
ment of the UNAOC and the Millenniums 
Development Goals together, “says Dr Khalid 
Bin Mohamed Al-Attiyah, Qatar’s Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs.

Under an impactful baseline - Doha Fo-
rum, Intercultural Dialogue to boost Devel-
opment – the Qatari event will be marked by 
3 days of debates, discussions and exchanges. 
Recent changes in the Arab world have en-
sured that the Doha Forum will be a platform 
to advance the common values expressed dur-
ing the so called “Arab Spring”.

Moreover, by leveraging the complemen-
tarities and synergies of the Millennium De-
velopment Goals and the UNAOC, a richer, 
more effective framework will emerge built 
on common values such as human dignity, de-
mocracy, justice, fairness, mutual understand-
ing, tolerance and respect, the Minister said.

The Doha Forum will build a results-ori-
ented set of recommendations, by proposing a 
comprehensive and ambitious roadmap and by 
designing monitoring and impact assessment 
tools with political and corporate leaders, 
mayors, civil society representatives, Youth, 
journalists,  academics, foundations, inter-
cultural organizations and religious leaders.

Dr. Khalid bin Mohamed Al-Attiyah was appointed Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Qatar 
in 2008. Minister Al-Attiyah is responsible for representing Qatar to the global community by pro-
viding aid to international organizations and monitoring international decision-making process.

In June 2009, His Highness the Emir of Qatar Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani issued 
an Emiri Order further assigning the Minister of State for International Cooperation the tasks 
of the Minister of Business and Trade. Pursuant to his new role Minister Al-Attiyah supports 
various economic developments within the private sector ensuring that Qatar is capable of 
trading in the global economy.

Al-Attiyah earned two bachelor’s degrees; the first one in Air Science from King Faisal 
Air Academic in 1987, and the second one in law from Beirut Arab University in 1993. He 
established a private legal practice in 1995 called Khalid bin Mohamed Al-Attiyah Firm for 
Legal Consultations and Services. With a distinguished background and career in law, Min-
ister Al-Attiyah furthered his education by earning a Master’s degree in Public Law in 1999 
and a Doctorate in Law in 2006 from Cairo University. Dr. Al-Attiyah also trained as a fighter 
pilot and served with Qatar’s Emiri Air Force for more than five years.

Before his appointment as Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Al-Attiyah was Min-
ister of State for International Cooperation and a very active member of Qatari public life. 
From 2003 until 2008 he served as the President of the National Committee for Human 
Rights. Al-Attiyah was elected as a member of Silatech’s Board of Directors in 2009.

Continued at pg. 11...


