
 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS NEWS AND EVENTS  
 
WCL EVENTS 
1. “The Challenges of Human Rights Activism In Tunisia,” Featuring: Samir Dilou, Tunisian 
Human Rights Activist, Tuesday, November 28, 1:30pm - 3:00pm, WCL Rm. 500 
2. Join us for the final Human Rights Happy Hour of the fall, Tues., Nov. 28, 5:00pm – 6:00pm, 6th 
Floor JD Student Lounge (Empanadas will be served!) 
3. Save the Date: China and the World:  The Import/Export of a Human Rights Framework? 
Friday, January 26, 2007 – Friday, February 2, 2007, 9:30am – 1:30pm, WCL Rm. 603 
4. Save the Date: Education and Human Rights: Is Equal Access to Education Enough? 
Wednesday, February 21, 2007, 9:00am – 5:00pm, WCL Rm. 603 
 
WCL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. The Center Seeks A Few Good Dean’s Fellows 
2. Join the Center’s Student Advisory Board 
3. The Genocide Teaching Project Needs Law Student Teachers for Spring 2007 
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS** 
1. New Challenges in the Fight against Trafficking in Persons Symposium 
Nov. 28, 9:30am - 5:00pmThe Johns Hopkins University-SAIS Kenney Auditorium, at 1740 
Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 
2. Washington Premiere of Divided We Fall: Americans in the Aftermath  
Sat., Dec 2nd at 4:00 pm, George Washington University, Washington, DC 
3. March on Washington to Save Brown v, Board of Education, Mon., Dec. 4, 9:00 am at US 
Supreme Court  
 
_________________________________ 
 
WCL EVENTS 
1. "THE CHALLENGES OF HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISM IN TUNISIA," FEATURING: SAMIR 
DILOU, TUNISIAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST 
Tuesday, November 28, 1:30pm to 3:00pm, WCL Rm. 500 
Join us for a discussion with Samir Dilou, a human rights activist from Tunisia, who will discuss 
his experience as a political prisoner as well as his current activism in the human rights field.  Mr. 
Dilou was a political prisoner for 10 years, 2 months and 8 days in Tunisia.  An outspoken but 
nonviolent young activist, he was put in prison for being a leader of the student union at his 
university.  While in prison from 1991-2001, he coordinated and participated in hunger strikes to 
protest the inhumane conditions within Tunisian prisons, which often resulted in him being placed 
in isolation and tortured.  After his release, Mr. Dilou continued his struggle for human rights with 
the International Association for the Support of Political Prisoners in Tunisia and Vérité-Action in 
Switzerland.  Acknowledging the value of Mr. Dilou's work, the international organization 
Freedom House invited him to be a Visiting Fellow in the United States as part of the New 
Generation of Advocates Program.  This event is co-sponsored by the Arab Law Students 
Association, the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, and the Center for Human 
Rights.  For more information, please contact alsa@wcl.american.edu.  Refreshments will be 
served!   
 
2. JOIN US FOR THE FINAL HUMAN RIGHTS HAPPY HOUR FOR THE FALL! 



Tues., Nov. 28, 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm, WCL 6th Floor JD Student Lounge 
Take a break from studying and prepare to begin reading week with a renewed spirit!  Come 
enjoy fair trade coffee, Argentine mate (the green caffeine), tea and sweets with the WCL 
community.  Get the scoop on all the upcoming opportunities to get involved in human rights as 
students, staff and professors announce upcoming events at 5:30pm.  For more information 
please contact Amelia Parker at humlaw@wcl.american.edu or (202) 274-4180.  Co-sponsored 
by the LLM Board and the Center’s Student Advisory Board.  Empanadas will be served! 
 
3. SAVE THE DATE!  
CHINA AND THE WORLD: THE IMPORT/EXPORT OF A HUMAN RIGHTS FRAMEWORK? 
Friday, January 26, 2007 – Friday, February 2, 2007, 9:30am – 1:30pm, WCL Rm. 603 
Join us next semester as the Center hosts a two-day program to discuss the human rights 
implications of the world investing in China and of China investing in the rest of the world.  The 
program will focus on China’s substantial impact on human rights, and the potential role of the 
international community in addressing these violations.  This two-part program will bookend a 
week of activities focusing on human rights in China.  The program will focus on China's 
substantial impact on human rights through the prism of private and public international law.  The 
panels will discuss the human rights implications from two perspectives:  1) businesses adopting 
China's domestic policies; and 2) China's growing economic power and its international 
investment.  For more information, please email humlaw@wcl.american.edu.  Registration for the 
event will be set up shortly on the Special Events website: 
http://www.wcl.american.edu/secle/cle_form.cfm.  Keep checking the site to reserve your seat! 
 
4. SAVE THE DATE!  
EDUCATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS: IS EQUAL ACCESS TO EDUCATION ENOUGH? 
Wednesday, February 21, 2007, 9:00am – 5:00pm, WCL Rm. 603 
On February 21, 2007, the Center, in conjunction with student groups BLSA and LaLSA, will co-
host a major conference on the state of education in the U.S.  This one day conference will 
address the issue of mandatory education in a U.S. public education system which does not 
guarantee equal education for all, but merely equal access.  The first panel will provide an 
overview of the Supreme Court decisions that set up the equal access to education standard, 
rather than guaranteeing all children in the U.S. an education of equal quality.  In addition, this 
panel will discuss the various funding schemes across the nation, their impact on low-income and 
predominantly minority communities, and the effects that the No Child Left Behind Act has on the 
disparities created by various funding schemes.  The second panel will discuss whether the U.S. 
policy of guaranteeing access to education for all without access to education of equal caliber 
violates International Human Rights Law.  The panel will discuss the 2001 concluding 
observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), which 
recommends that the U.S. address disparities found in the enjoyment of equal opportunities for 
education.  The panel will also address the varying definitions of the discriminatory intent rule in 
U.S. and international law.  The third panel will discuss the quality of education for immigrant 
communities, including issues such as the legal implications of educating undocumented 
immigrants, English language proficiency and language diversity among immigrant students, and 
the legal obligation of schools to accommodate non-English speaking students.  The last panel 
will be a District of Columbia Case Study that will feature “Stories from the Street.”  The format of 
the session will be a town hall meeting and the panel will comprise principals, education 
advocacy groups, and school board officials relaying their own experiences in the public 
education system.  Sponsored by the Black Law Students Association, the Center for Human 
Rights and Humanitarian Law, and the Latino/a Law Students Association.  For more information, 
send an email to humlaw@wcl.american.edu.  Registration for the event will be set up shortly on 
the Special Events website: http://www.wcl.american.edu/secle/cle_form.cfm.  Keep checking the 
site to reserve your seat! 
 
 
WCL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. THE CENTER SEEKS A FEW GOOD DEAN’S FELLOWS 



***Applications Due Monday, November 27, 2006*** 
The Center for Human Rights has exciting opportunities for two Dean's Fellows this spring.  We 
are a fast-paced office, and we always have fun!  Both positions are for 10 hours per week but 
focus on different areas of the Center’s programming.  Please check below for additional 
information on these positions as well as instructions on applying to these positions.  We hope to 
fill the openings by the end of the Fall Semester, so apply soon!   
 
Note: While part-time 1Ls are eligible for Dean’s Fellowships, full-time 1Ls are not.  Full-time 1Ls 
should keep your eyes open later in the year for great summer opportunities at the Center!   
 
Center Dean's Fellow: 10 Hours per Week 
We are looking for an enthusiastic student to take a high level of responsibility for the Center's 
exciting programming. The Dean’s Fellow will assist with marketing Center events, managing the 
Center listserv, and providing support to our many fun events and projects. This is a great 
opportunity to get involved in the Center's substantive programs like the Genocide Teaching 
Project and Founders’ conferences on the Right to Education and Human Rights in China.  
Attention to detail, organizational skills, familiarity with Microsoft Office programs and interest in 
human rights issues are essential. Experience/skills in brochure and web design are a plus.  
To Apply: send a cover letter, résumé, and short (10 pages max.) writing sample to 
humlaw@wcl.american.edu.  Please indicate that you are applying for the Center Dean’s Fellow 
position in the subject line AND in your cover letter.  Applications are due by Monday, 
November 27, 2006.   
 
Pakistan Project Dean's Fellow: 10 Hours per Week 
The Center seeks a Dean’s Fellow for its newly-funded project with the University of Peshawar in 
Peshawar, Pakistan.  The University of Peshawar and WCL will partner on a year-long program 
of capacity building, academic exchange and program development to help enrich both faculties 
in the creative implementation of human rights education and law.  The Center seeks a Dean’s 
Fellow to provide administrative support to the Project as well as assistance planning and 
organizing conferences and events both at WCL and the University of Peshawar.  Students with a 
particular interest in international law and/or Pakistan and its legal traditions are encouraged to 
apply.   
To Apply: send a cover letter, résumé, and short (10 pages max.) writing sample to 
humlaw@wcl.american.edu.  Please indicate that you are applying for the Pakistan Project 
Dean’s Fellow position in the subject line AND in your cover letter.  Applications are due by 
Monday, November 27, 2006.   
 
2. JOIN THE CENTER’S STUDENT ADVISORY BOARD 
The SAB is a group of highly qualified and committed students interested in human rights and 
humanitarian law who work closely with the Center over the course of a year, developing 
programming, attending special events and trainings and promoting Center activities. Members of 
the SAB serve as liaisons between the WCL student body, the Center and the greater D.C. 
community.  Members meet with the executive director weekly and attend monthly skills 
development workshops. They commit to at least 15 hours of work with the Center per month. 
They are selected in January and are active through the Spring, Summer and subsequent Fall 
semesters.  ***Applications are now available on the Center’s website!***  
www.wcl.american.edu/humright/center/sab.cfm  
 
3. GENOCIDE TEACHING PROJECT NEEDS LAW STUDENT TEACHERS FOR SPRING 2007 
The Genocide Teaching Project is expanding next semester with additional lesson plans and 
activities for high school students, and we need your help to make it a success.  Beginning in 
January 2007, the GTP lesson plans will be sent out into schools throughout the DC-metropolitan 
area and we need volunteer teachers.  In January, the Center will be holding mandatory trainings 
for law students who want to teach the lessons of genocide to high school students.  If you are 
interested in being a volunteer teacher during the spring semester, please send an email to 
Janine Hazeleger, GTP Coordinator, at gtp@wcl.american.edu.   



 
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS* 
*Note: Community events often change. Please check with the sponsoring organization before 
attending* 
1.  NEW CHALLENGES IN THE FIGHT AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 
Tues., Nov. 28, 9:30am - 5:00pm, The Johns Hopkins University-SAIS Kenney Auditorium, 
1740 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 
The Protection Project of the Foreign Policy Institute at The Johns Hopkins University Paul H. 
Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) is launching its Annual Human Rights 
Symposium Series. The inaugural symposium is entitled "New Challenges in the Fight against 
Trafficking in Persons: Combating Child Sex Tourism and Child Pornography on the Internet". 
 
The symposium will be followed by a presentation of excerpts of three acclaimed films exposing 
the tragedy of commercial sexual exploitation of children. Please kindly RSVP to Ms. Anna 
Koppel at protection_project@jhu.edu or by phone at (202) 663-5895 by November 16th, 2006 to 
reserve your participation.  
   
2. WASHINGTON, DC PREMIERE of Divided We Fall: Americans in the Aftermath  
Sat., Dec. 2nd, 4:00 pm, George Washington University, 1957 E Street (Building),  
Washington, DC 
Join several WCL student group's at the film premiere.  We will be arranging transportation from 
WCL for those who need it.  Contact amnarani@gmail.com or hanan.idilbi@gmail.com for more 
information or to get involved. 
 
About the film 
When a turbaned Sikh man is murdered in the aftermath of September 11, 2001, a college 
student journeys across America to discover who counts as "one of us" in a world divided into 
"us" and "them."   Armed with only a camera, Valarie Kaur encounters hundreds of stories never 
before told – stories of fear and unspeakable loss, but also of resilience and hope – until she 
finally finds the heart of America, halfway around the world , in the words of a widow.   Weaving 
expert analysis into a personal journey and cross-country road trip, the film confronts the forces 
dividing a nation.  
 
Hosted by the Sikh Student Association at George Washington University in honor of the first 
Sikh teacher Guru Nanak Ji , Divided We Fall makes its Washington, DC premiere five years after 
the September 11th attacks.   Dinner and Q&A with filmmakers Sharat Raju and Valarie Kaur 
follows the screening.   Open to the public.   Free admission.  Co-sponsored by the Smithsonian 
Asian Pacific American Program.  
  
 For additional information about the film, contact info@dwf-film.com  
 
3. MARCH ON WASHINGTON TO SAVE BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Mon., Dec. 4, Gather at 9:00 am at US Supreme Court - across from Capitol  
Civil rights activists from across the nation will march and rally at the U.S. Supreme Court when 
oral arguments are heard in two lawsuits which seek to bar any and all measures that promote 
racial integration and equal opportunity in American education. The ruling in these cases, 
Meredith v. Jefferson County Public Schools and Parents Involved in Community Schools v. 
Seattle School District, will determine whether or not measures to desegregate K-12 public 
schools, and possibly affirmative action programs for higher education, remain legal.  
 
These cases will be remembered as the turning point in our nation's history, when it was decided 
whether equality and integration would remain on the American agenda, or whether we would 
return to a period of segregation enforced by law. Put plainly, this Supreme Court will decide 
whether to stand on its most seminal decision, Brown v. Board of Education, or return to Plessy v. 



Ferguson's notorious legal fiction of 'separate but equal'. They will also determine whether the 
Court's 2003 ruling upholding affirmative action programs is upheld. 
 
The Court's ruling in these cases will be based on political, not just legal considerations. This 
means that we must have a social and political response to affect the outcome of these lawsuits. 
 
*See www.bamn.com for more information* 
 
 
 


