
SCHOOL OF GLASGOW and Charles Rennie Mackintosh (1868-1928) 
 
I SCHOOL OF GLASGOW 
 - 1890: 4 alliance between students of the Glasgow School of Art: 
   - Charles Rennie Mackintosh (1968-1928) 
   - Margaret Macdonald Mackintosh (1864-1933) 
   - James Herbert MacNair (1868-1955) 
   - Frances Macdonald MacNair (1874-1921) 
! form the group "The Four" that characterizes the style of the School of Glasgow. 
 - This style comes from the Art & Crafts  
 - Between the reforming spirit of the Art & Crafts and simplicity of Japanese art. 
 - Characterized by sobriety ! combination of simple and geometric volumes with a minimal presence 
 of ornament (also geometric) and some human and vegetable forms highly stylized. 
 - Total Art 

        - Pioneer of Art Nouveau geometric + initiates the image of the Bauhaus (1920) 
 
THE GLASGOW INSTITUTE OF THE FINE ARTS, Herbert MacNair, Margaret Macdonald, Frances Macdonald, 1896 
- composition Centered and symmetrical  
- vegetable element stylized (characteristic of the School of Glasgow) very present 
- Emphasis on horizontal lines 
- Outstretched arms of the man = line parallel to the plant stems of roses ! development the female figure 
- Is very stretched: characteristic of the group 
 

II CHARLES RENNIE MACKINTOSH (1868-1928) 
 - Architect, furniture designer and painter Scots 
 - Much of his work mixing his own style to that of his wife more flexible and floral, enhancing work more 
 formal collaboration and straight = collaboration 
 - 3 types of architecture: public buildings, private houses and tea rooms. 
 - Reflections on the natural and artificial light 
 - Explore new spatial concepts, based on traditional Scottish elements and adapted to a modern lifestyle. 
 - Search the synthesis of the building, its interior and its furnishings. 

 
Public building 
GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART, 1897 to 1909 
- A masterpiece of style Glasgow 
- Thinking about lighting  
- Sobriety ! game of full and emptiness 
- Slight relief to enliven the facade 
- Vertical rhythm / lines + curves 
 
 
 
Houses 
HOUSE FOR AN ART LOVER, 1901, drawing 
HOUSE FOR AN ART LOVER, 1989 - 1996, reconstruction by MacMillan 
- 1901: Makcintosh’s drawings of a house for an art lover (German 
competition): disqualified 
- 1996: MacMillan reconstitutes the house following the drawings of 
Mackintosh 
- Outside: sober and solid / inside: more luminous, more feminine 

- Ad Art Deco: simple geometric forms, absence of decoration 
- Break with the Victorian overcrowded 
 
 
 
 

                          Tearoom 
                                  THE ARGYLE STREET TEA ROOM, 1897 
            - to Miss Cranston 
                                      - Thinking about the light 
                                       -  Set of geometric drawings ! structuring the space 
                                       -  Bold lines ! modern atmosphere 
 
 
            The furniture 
                           HIGH-BACKED CHAIR, 1897 
                                    - Straight lines, strict / few curves 
                                  - Clean lines and stretched 
                                   - In old oak ! tradition ofArt & Crafts movement 


