
The journalist William Daniels says "the nightmare" of Homs  

 

The journalist Williams Daniels returned to Syria with Edith Bouvier wounded in the 
leg, testifies today on France Inter radio. He recounts the failed attempt to exit 
through a tunnel Baba Amr and exfiltration to Lebanon.  

First attempt to escape through the tunnel: "This operation is quite simple to do. The 
problem is that it is not adapted to the health of Edith " said the journalist as if reliving 
the scene.  

"We must prepare, it is completely in sellotape a stretcher, it should be lowered 
through a hole and after it must be in the tunnel that does only 1 meter 50 or a 60 
meter high. So it's very hard for those who wear the stretcher being folded in half, it 
takes a long time. "  

"We spent almost three hours in the tunnel while being transported Edith and sweaty, 
it's so slow it is dubbed by many people, including women and children fleeing 
through the tunnel."  

"There were many people in the tunnel, so the operation was very, very long and has 
a lot of noise for several hours at the exit. The army finally intervened and pull out of 
the tunnel, "he said, describing the" fear "of people fleeing and Syrians on the 
stretcher on which is Edith Bouvier.  

"The last Syrian who was with us and gives us his Kalashnikov says" I'll come back, I 
will return, protect yourself, your nostrils, "because he fears that chemical gases are 
sent, and he goes."  

 

"We do not know how to cope"  

"It's a nightmare, we do not know how to get out, we are all alone," said the journalist, 
who explained that the solution was "coming of a rebel": he "was trying to recover 
wounded with an old motorcycle. There are bikes lying around in these tunnels and 
they use it to transport people. We are three on this bike, there is mud so it slips. The 
bike is moving not quite right, Edith opens and bangs his head bleeding and then 
back to square one, it returns to Baba Amr (district of Homs) in the hospital, so it's 
violent. "  

On exfiltration, William Daniels explained that Edith Bouvier and himself had been 
separated "few minutes" on him "a motorcycle," it "in a truck."  

The two journalists were supported and welcomed by Syrians "in houses where the 
people are great, recognize Edith, call him by his first name."  

"You can eat it and especially no more bombs fall on us, we feel a little better, 
although we are very anxious, we understand that it is a passage very, very 



dangerous, you never know not what will happen, that people who help us and we 
can spend for that matter. It's very scary but at least it does take more bombs and a 
departure from Baba Amr. "  

"During this trip, we can not contact anyone because we do not have internet access, 
phone lines are closed, it does not thuraya or Imarsat (satellite phone), so it is 
impossible" he said.  

"Even if we had a satellite phone, you can not use it because they can be located 
easily. And that was part of our big fears. We said "it's been several days since our 
families or the authorities did not hear from us.” 

"I've never seen French forces during this operation. It has always been with the 
army of the Syrians free. We owe this to the military operation entirely free. "  

 


