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Brief Q&A about the public march of 10th March in 

Port Louis 

 

1. What is the raison d’être of this peaceful march? 

44 years after Mauritius became an independent state and 20 years after its accession to 

the status of a Republic, it is a fact that though a lot has been done and is being done, the 

model of economic growth adopted and implemented by successive governments has 

resulted in a very skewed development in favour of a handful of millionaires or billionaires, 

growing inequalities leaving many households caught in the maze of the debt and poverty 

traps, lack of equal opportunities for all in terms of housing, education, employment, 

healthcare, leisure... More than four decades after Independence, Mauritius is more than 

ever before in the grips of drug traffickers, corruption is rampant, communalism (as a 

variant of racism) permeates all spheres of society, socio-cultural organisations are ever so 

powerful in their pursuit of ‘divide and rule’, the secular nature of the republic is but a 

smokescreen... Two decades after Mauritius became a Republic, the country is ruled by a 

breed of politicians (barring a handful) whose sole motivations are to secure and safeguard 

their interests and ensure their survival by any means, however unethical or unscrupulous, 

and they do so often with the help of their allies in big business which bribes them and gets 

away scot free in all their shady dealings, eg in the manner in which the latter obtained 

permits or licences to operate their businesses, often with undue regard to the damage they 

cause to our environment.  

Briefly, these are some of the reasons why this citizens’ march is being organised.  

 

2. Who is behind it? 

Rezistans ek Alternativ (R&A) and its ally Blok 104 along with a host of civil 

society organisations (trade unions, students’ movements, various NGOs etc). R&A’s 

struggle to see an end to ‘communalism’ as embedded in our Constitution started before 

the elections of 2005. At that time 11 candidates fielded by R&A had their nomination 

forms declared ‘invalid’ because they declined to mention their ethnic background on their 

election candidacy forms. In 2010, this initiative was more successful with the rejection of 

104 nomination forms rejected for the same reason. There then followed a legal challenge 

which went all the way to the Privy Council. This battle is ongoing while the critique of 

‘communalism’ (as a divisive instrument or an obstacle to democracy or a brake on social 

and economic development...) forms one of the core aspects of the present march. And in 

contrast to other citizen initiatives, the present one seeks to rally a wide cross-section of 

civil society. It was preceded by a forum at the University of Mauritius where 

representatives of many NGOs were invited to participate. 
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3. What are their demands? 

The organisers are basically asking for a truly secular republic free from communalism, 

racism and all kinds of discriminatory practices. They are asking for human rights for all, 

economic and social justice, participative democracy, and respect for Nature and ecology. 

They are calling for an extension of human rights to include economic, social and cultural 

rights in a new Constitution. They do not want any kind of discrimination, oppression and 

bullying against anybody because of their sexual orientation. They would like to see a 

programme of land reform to ensure our food security, an end to the obscene 

concentration of land in the hands of a few families. They are also insisting on more State 

regulation (or adequate controls) to protect our environment and avoid a series of mini-

ecological disasters which could eventually destroy the whole country. They want the same 

rights, opportunities and welfare provision for any citizen of the Republic, be they in 

Mauritius, Rodrigues, Agalega, Chagos Archipelago...).  

 

4. Does this call for a radical change? 

It is important not to lose sight of the connections between politics, economy, business and 

other components of society. An economic measure may have adverse social consequences. 

A political decision, say to grant a permit against a hefty bribe from a big corporation, may 

lead to the destruction of our environment or endanger public health. There is a crisis of 

values in this relentless search for quick profits at the expense of the well-being of the 

nation and nation-building. Another kind of society is possible where private greed will be 

significantly curtailed in favour of public need – at the very least the basic needs of the 

nation will be the uppermost priority at all times. Politics needs to be rehabilitated. The 

economy is in dire need of an alternative model. Society must be freed from all the scars 

and scourges (domestic violence, drug addiction, alcohol abuse, anti-social behaviour...) 

with which it is plagued. These are but a few of the key considerations which underpin the 

organisers’ conviction that nothing short of radical change would do to get the country 

back on an even keel and each citizen’s sense of belonging to and faith in the Republic 

restored and her/his dignity boosted.  

 

5. Will Mauritius look different after 10 March? 

Of course not! Radical change does not happen overnight or in a vacuum. This initiative is 

only the beginning in a long process which will pave the way for more democratisation, 

full-fledged citizenship and a secular republic. With this action, the population will quietly 

but surely become more aware of the need for change. In this mammoth task, it will be 

important to revisit the existing Constitution or better still discard it in order to draft a new 

one which will embrace all the values (as briefly described above) for another Mauritius.  
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