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on 8 March, States, NGOs and independent ex-
perts met for the Human Rights Council’s 2012 
day on the rights of the child under the theme 
‘children and the administration of justice’.  It 
was a day full of debate on children rights.

Opening the discussion, the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, referred to how per-
ceptions of worsening public security, which often 
justify the detention of children, are “not grounded 
on evidence but based on media reports of a few seri-
ous	cases,	influence	political	discourse	and	too	often	
lead to the adoption of legislation on the treatment 
of young offenders that weaken children’s rights.” 

“Why - how many years on? - do we still struggle 
with	 having	 children	 detained	 as	 the	 first	 resort	
rather than the last?” asked panelist Susan Bis-
sel from UNICEF, adding that detained children are 
“[n]ot only alleged offenders, but those who have 
been	 trafficked,	 those	 who	 have	 HIV/AIDS,	 those	
[crossing] a border to join their families or to get 
better education, those who are suffering from 
mental health issues. If I think of the principal is-
sue in the area of justice for children, this is it.”

The Special Representative of the UN Secre-
tary-General on Violence against Children, Mar-
ta Santos Pais said that violence in the juve-
nile justice system is a “[v]ery high priority for 
my mandate. A juvenile justice system framed 
in human rights is crucial to prevent violence.”

The Consortium for Street Children spoke out against 
the recent trend among many States to criminalise 
poverty by treating street children as criminals for 
begging or vagrancy, which are survival activities. 

Other vulnerable groups to be mentioned in-
clude indigenous children in Australia, who are 
overrepresented in the country’s prison system.
The detention of children in some countries is of-
ten	 used	 as	 the	 first	measure	 and	 not	 as	 the	  
resort, noted Ms Renate Winter, panellist and judge 
to the appeals Chamber of the Special Court for 
Sierra Leone. Ms Winter proceeded to make two 
of	 the	 most	 significant	 contributions	 of	 the	 day.

First,	 she	 reflected	 on	 how	we	 use	 language	 that	
stigmatises child offenders and criminals and noth-
ing more. And second, she demonstrated that 
custodial sentences is not only more expensive 
than diversion measures, but is also considerably 
less effective, with 80 per cent of children who 
were detained go on to re-offend after release. 
CRIN wanted to encourage a debate on juvenile 
justice which gets beyond pragmatism and com-
promise. They said ‘ In particular we want to 
provoke a new debate about the setting of mini-
mum ages of criminal responsibility. We support 
those who believe the way forward is to sepa-
rate the concept of responsibility from that of 
criminalisation – and stop criminalising children.
We want to work with other organisations and hu-
man rights advocates to encourage States to de-
sign systems which keep children out of the crim-
inal justice system altogether, systems which 
renounce retribution and focus exclusively on 
children’s rehabilitation, always with neces-
sary attention to public safety and security.’
 

For more information, please visit : 
http://crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=27829   

Annual full-day meeting on the rights of the child
- 19th Session.
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A week in Children’s Rights
durIng the	 first	 week	 of	 March	 many	 of	 our	 DCI	

delegates from all over the world travelled to Ge-
neva to attend the Human Rights Council’s 19th ses-
sion, which holded its annual full day meeting on 
the rights of children and administration of jus-
tice, on Thursday 08 March – said theme is of para-
mount importance to the entire DCI movement.

During their brief time here in Geneva, DCI del-
egates also were taking part in an intensive training 
course on international human rights mechanisms: 
with the aim of brining local experiences into the in-
ternational arena, and empowering them to advocate 
for the protection and promotion of chilren’s rights. 
To put theory into practice, the delegates were ac-
tively participating in the 19th session of the Human 
Rights Council, particularly the annual full day meet-
ing on the rights of children and the administration of 
justice, and to several side-events:” Detention as an 
alternative measure “-” Age limits in the juvenile jus-
tice systems “-” Preventing violence against children “ 

Monday 5th March, 

On monday, the 5th all DCI delegates attend-
ed on a side event on the Detention as an al-
ternative measure, restorative justice and di-
version as primary resort in juvenile justice.

In fact, deprivation of liberty of children should 
only be used as a measure of last resort and 
for the shortest appropriate period of time
The principle of detention of children as a last resort 
must also be considered systematically with other fun-
damental principals of the CRC, such as: non –discrimina-
tion (art.2), the best interests of the child (art.3), right 
to life and maximum survival and development (art.6). 
Notwithstanding the array of international legal in-
struments, documents and events proclaiming and re-
proclaiming the principle of detention as a last resort, 
practice on the ground leaves a lot to be desired. As a 
matter of fact, deprivation of liberty is very often used 
as a primary resort - as opposed to a secondary one!  
In this light, this proposed side event intends to 
highlight the issue of children being continuously - 

notwithstanding the array of formal international 
documents	–	incarcerated	(and	not	in	the	finest	of	con-
ditions neither), promoting the concrete implemen-
tation and realization of children’s rights in practice.
Criminalising children causes persisting harm not only 
to the overall development of many children but also of 
human societies. It encourages a spiral downwards by 
children into further offending and increasingly violent 
offending which often extends into adulthood. It pre-
vents societies moving on by upholding lingering beliefs in 
original sin and the need to beat the devil out of children.

Tuesday 6th March, 

This tuesday was focus on training all our DCI delle-
gates thanks to many presetentation and activities.
One of a presentation of this 
day  was about the  sale of clidren.

Access to remedies and appeals and a better leg-
islative framework are key to addressing violence 
against children during and after humanitarian cri-
ses, Ms. Najat Maalla M’JID, the Special Rappor-
teur on the sale of children, child prostitution and 
child pornography said as she presented her report .

UNICEF referred to the campaign for universal rati-
fication	 of	 the	 Optional	 Protocol	 on	 the	 sale	 of	 chil-
dren, child prostitution and child pornography, 
saying that “whilst the campaign is yielding impor-
tant results, implementation is of course critical”.

Wednesday 7th March 

During the third day, the main topic of the side events 
was about ‘ Age limits in juvenile justice systems, age 
and determination of criminal responsability’ and ‘ Vio-
lence prevention against children in the juvenile justice’

When	 a	 child	 does	 come	 in	 conflict	 with	 the	 spe-
cific	 domestic	 legal	 system,	 his	 or	 her	 age	
proves fundamental as deciding his or her fate.
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The	issue	of	children	in	conflict	with	the	law,	who	are	be-
low the minimum age of criminal responsibility (MACR) 
is vital and must be brought more to the forefront. 

Some countries’ move to lower the minimum age 
of criminal responsibility (MACR) is “a step back” 
for children’s rights, said the Chair of the Commit-
tee on the Rights of the Child, Mr Jean Zermatten.
‘We are dealing with people who are vulnerable on ac-
count of their age and level of maturity’, that’s why to 
lower the MACR does not take care of the recognition 
of	 the	 three	 stages	of	criminal	 responsibility	defined	
as 1) total irresponsibility, 2) partial responsibility and 
3)	full	responsibility	–	all	of	which	determine	‘specific	
responses for offenders within certain age brackets’.
It	 highlighted	 also	 the	 significance	 of	 birth	 registra-
tion within this issue. In fact, in some situations the 
lack	 of	 a	 birth	 certificate	 or	 a	 similar	 identification	
document leaves an offending child unable to prove 
his or her age. It can result in their detention or im-
prisonment among adults and convicted criminals.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child asserts the 
rights of every human being below the age of 18 years. 
The	suggestion	that	States	should	define	an	age,	within	
the	Convention’s	definition	of	childhood,	at	which	chil-
dren can be criminalised is inevitably discriminatory. It 
is	in	conflict	with	the	Convention’s	requirement	that	the	
child’s best interests must be a primary consideration 
and the child’s right to maximum possible develop-
ment. It inhibits the logical development of fully rights-
compliant systems to respond to offending by children.

Thursday 8th March, 

On  this particular day , the annual full-day meeting 
on the rights of the child , a side event about ‘ Child-
friendly in Africa, Guidelines on action for children in 
the justice system in Africa’ also took place at the UN.

 The aim of this side event was to present the outcomes 
of the Kampala conference. It highlights the prominent 
issues of children deprived of their liberty within the 

justice systems in Africa and promoting child friend-
ly justice in the African region as well as worldwide.

Primary issues of discussion included the deprivation 
of liberty as a last resort, children’s rights in child jus-
tice in Africa and child participation. The conference 
drew lessons from Europe, Latin America and Asia and 
fostered	learning	for	Africa:	with	the	final	output	of	a	
new tool (the Munyonyo Declaration) to help African 
States to adapt their justice systems to the situation 
of children, to implement existing standards as well 
as adapt procedures that exist elsewhere. The knowl-
edge and conclusions generated from the event were 
translated into the ‘The Munyonyo Declaration on Jus-
tice for Children in Africa’ (Munyonyo Declaration).

After that, a second side event  about ‘ Chil-
dren Rights in  Latin America’ took place.

“Children in Latin America are detained indiscrimi-
nately, and not because they have committed an of-
fence, but because of their appearance and race”, 
said child rights advocate Luis Pedernera, alluding 
the	 issue	 of	 police	 profiling,	 at	 an	 event	 on	 the	 ad-
ministration of justice organised by Plan International. 

On the problem of lengthy pre-trial detention of chil-
dren, Mr Pedernera also highlighted that the distress 
produced by spending a period of time in detention is felt 
much more strongly by children than by adults, alluding 
to the special emotional needs of children and the need 
for family support during childhood and adolescence.

Meanwhile on the issue of media portrayal of children 
and adolescents, “when a crime is committed, children 
always end up on the front page of newspapers” and are 
identified	as	the	perpetrators,	condemned	15-year-old	
Rocio Peña, youth representative from El Salvador’s Na-
tional Network of Children and Adolescents (RENAES).

A week in Children’s right... (continued from page 3)
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Universal Periodic Report - Sierra Leone
sIerra Leone is a post war country whose judicial and 
social service infrastructures are very weak and can 
hardly comply with both national and internation-
al standards. As a result the system itself continues 
to violate the rights of young people with impunity.

Arbitrary detention of children in poor conditions is 
still a common practice in Sierra Leone. In Freetown, 
88% and 89% of juveniles at the Remand Home and 
Approved School respectively were detained with 
adults in police custody for at least 6 days on the av-
erage at the time they were under police investigation

A graver concern is about 5 boys who have been in 
pre-trial detention at the Freetown Remand Home 
for over 2 years including 1 boy that has spent over 
7	years	in	remand	without	any	significant	progress	on	
their cases, irrespective of the fact that DCI and the 
Pilot National Legal Aid Scheme have done persistent 
advocacy including legal aid to enhance their access 
justice. These boys desperately need help, otherwise 
at 18, they shall be transferred to the adult prison to 
continue their remand, which will further complicate 

their cases. DCI-SL monitoring report also reveals that 
there are many children held in adult prisons across 
the	country	largely	due	to	age	verification	difficulty.	
Their continued detention is not only in contravention 
of international standards but local legislations as well.

Detention conditions for children in Sierra Leone are very 
appalling	with	poor	sanitation,	frequent	shortage	of	food	
and lack of education and health facilities. Children liv-
ing in this condition are potential victims of poor phys-
ical and psychological childhood development, which 
is also a violation of a fundamental right of the child.

Hence	 police	 and	 judicial	 officers	 continue	 to	 vio-
late	 the	 rights	 of	 children	 in	 conflict	 with	 the	 law	
with impunity. Additionally, despite the fact that Si-
erra Leone still have gaps in its legislations that gov-
ern the administration of juvenile justice, new poli-
cies	 and	 guidelines	 (including	 the	 Age	 Verification	
Guidelines) that government had developed with the 
support of UNICEF, NGOs and the Justice Sector De-
velopment Programme are not being implemented. 

Brief on the General Assembly
We would like to welcome and congrats all our new member from our Executive Committee , composed by our 

President, 2 representative for Africa, 2 for America and 3 for the rest of the world.

  President  Belgium  Benoit Van Kiersbilck
  Adviser   Cameroon  Desire Aroga
  Adviser   Sierra Leone  Abdul M. Kemokai
  Adviser   Uruguay  Juan Fumeiro
  Adviser   Brasil   Perla Ribeiro
  Adviser   Palestine  Rifat Kassis
  Adviser   The Netherlands Aloys Van Rest
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It was in the month of September 2011 little Nanu Toe 
of the Kru tribe who resided with her biological mother, 
madam Susana Toe of Sinoe County in a Diamond Mine 
was given to a business women by the name of Mamie 
and also a personal friend of Nanu’s mother with the in-
tent to be taken to Monrovia for educational purposes.

After Nanu was brought to Monrovia, Mamie 
who the child was entrusted with to the con-
trary took the girl to another care taker in person 
of Kumbah Thomas of Upper Broad Street oppo-
site the Trinity Cathedral Church who had early 
requested	 Mamie	 for	 a	 little	 girl	 to	 live	 with	 her.

 Little Nanu became a step child of Kumbah Thomas and 
was seen rendering assistance to her who is currently 
involved	in	the	sales	of	Dry	goods	and	fried	fish	etc..

Coincidentally,	 the	 fish	 she	 has	 intended	 to	 fry	 for	
sale, the cat took some away which met the dis-
satisfaction of Kumbah and the little girl was 
blamed	 for	 the	 action	 of	 the	 cat	 that	 subsequent-
ly led to her guardian burning her with the hot 
oil	 on	 her	 body	 meant	 for	 frying	 fish	 and	 subse-
quently	 burning	 her	with	 a	 fire	 chunk	 in	 her	 palm.	

 According to a Local Reporter, Madam Monica Sam-
uels of the Chronicle News Paper, along with DCI- 
Liberia Social worker in person of Ms. Melba Davis 
arrived on the scene and took Little Nanu to Metro-

One Police Depot located on Center Street.
Community sources also reveal that Little 
Nanu was detained in an unused bath room by 
her guardian Kumbah Thomas in order to con-
ceive the information for fear of being taken to 
court to answer charges of child rights violation.

At the moment, the child has been placed in 
a temporary alternative home in the town-
ship of West Point pending court trial.
 
A preliminaries investigation has been con-
ducted by the LNP, and Kumbah Thomas has 
been charged for Aggravated Assault and sent 
to the West Point Magisterial court for trial. 
DCI-Liberia	 is	 conducting	 frequently	 fol-
low ups as well as providing counseling and 
psycho-social support for the alleged victim.

 chILd’s naMe         : nanu r. toe

     sex          : FeMaLe

     age          : 9
     country oF orIgIn         : sInoe

     natIonaLIty          : LIberIan

     contact wIth the Law        : aggravated assauLt

Liberia - The case of Nanu R. Toe, a 9 years old 
girl
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Two legal systems for children in the same territory - 
Palestine

each year approximately 500-700 Palestinian children 
from the occupied West Bank are prosecuted in Israe-
li military courts after being arrested, interrogated 
and detained by the Israeli army, police and security 
agents. Since 2000 alone, around 7,500 Palestinian 
children have been detained and prosecuted in the sys-
tem, which has now been operating for over 44 years. 
Credible reports of torture and other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment are persistent.

Children	 are	 frequently	 arrested	
from the family home by heavily 
armed soldiers in the middle of the 
night. The children are then pain-
fully tied and blindfolded before be-
ing placed in the back of a military 
vehicle and transferred to an inter-
rogation and detention centre. In many cases, these 
interrogation and detention centers are located in Is-
raeli settlements, declared illegal under internation-
al	law.	The	arrest	and	transfer	process	is	frequently	
accompanied by both physical and verbal abuse.

Children	are	questioned	in	the	absence	of	a	lawyer	
or family member, and there is generally no provision 
for the audio-visual recording of the interrogation 
Children	 are	 frequently	 threatened	 and	 physi-
cally assaulted during interrogation, often re-
sulting in the provision of a coerced confes-

sion, or the signing of documents which the 
child is not given a chance to read or understand
Following interrogation, children 
are brought before a military court.
Most children ultimately plead guilty, wheth-
er the offence was committed or not, as 
this	 is	 the	 quickest	 way	 out	 of	 the	 system.	
Once	 detained	 a	 significant	 proportion	 of	 children	
(72 percent) are transferred to prisons and deten-
tion facilities inside Israel, in violation of Article 76 

of the Fourth Geneva Conven-
tion which prohibits such trans-
fers out of occupied territory
This pattern of abuse and lack 
of fair trial rights in the military 
“legal” system is compounded 
by the fact that this system is 

only applied to Palestinian chil-
dren living in the West Bank. Israeli children living 
in illegal settlements in the West Bank are subjected 
to Israeli civilian law, which affords far greater rights 
and protections. In other words, two legal systems for 
children operate in the same territory (West Bank), 
but adopt different standards and protections de-
pending on whether the child is Israeli or Palestinian. 

Please find the whole written statement  on the  OH-
CRC website,  bellow the symbol A/HRC/19/NGO/75

Necessity of training to the non violence against 
children - Benin

With this statement, the DCI Benin section wants 
to  highlight the necessity of training the ac-
tors of children rights and the professionals of 
justice to the nonviolence against children.

Programs of initial and continuous training of the judicial 
staff and paralegal must be set up with the aim of improv-
ing the application of the legislation, the effective care 
and the rehabilitation of the children victims of violence.
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To Benin, with the aim of the inte-
gration of the nonviolence against 
children in the training programs, 
specific	modules	 of	 training	 were	
elaborated with the support of 
UNICEF by level of education for 
the	 benefit	 of	 police	 academies,	
police forces, administrations, 
judiciary and social workers.
These modules are intended to 
be incorporated in program of 

initial and continuous training of 
these child welfare professionals.
We wish a generalization of this 
good practice, a very enriching 
experience is at present hired to 
spread to the west-african sub-
region, not only in the afore-
mentioned schools, but also to 
the university administrations 
and others relevant schools. ¨

Necessity of training to the nonviolence against children - 
Benin... (continued from page 7)
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Follow DCI-IS with Facebook 

The International Secretariat of DCI 
has launched its Facebook page. Re-
member to come to visit it to follow 
us. If you want to be informed of the 
campaigns, events and activities of 
the International Secretariat and all 
the DCI national sections, joins us   : International Secretariat

Case postale 88 
CH-1211 Geneva 20

Tel: +41 22 734 05 58
Fax: +41 22 740 11 45

info@dci-is.org

Please note that the article contained in this newsletter are the individual 
contributions of DCI’s national sections and the International Secretariat, and 

as such do not constitute the official position of the IEC members or the move-
ment as a whole.
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