
Extended Term Consultant (2 years) 

World Bank Research Department- Agriculture and Rural Development 

1. Background  

The World Bank supports a large and growing portfolio of loans that aims to help countries improve land 

administration system and, in doing so, secure rights and increase investment incentives by current 

occupants, in particular women, reduce conflict, provide a basis for land transfers to more productive 

use(r)s, and where appropriate establish the preconditions for use of land as collateral in credit markets. In 

close cooperation with other partners, the Bank’s research department has an active program in this area. 

This includes (i) rigorous evaluation of the impacts of ongoing interventions; (ii) identification of land 

tenure constraints and their implications for different social groups; and (iii) translation of findings to 

enable Bank operations to incorporate insights from research into design of specific programs.  

Continued pressure of urbanization, food price volatility, and bio-fuel production, all led to increased 

demand for research and policy advice in this area. At the same time, technological developments, in 

particular the use of satellite imagery for low-cost and participatory surveying that are now implemented 

in a number of African countries have significantly reduced the cost of doing so, thereby increasing 

demand from countries for which such interventions were earlier unaffordable. Policy-makers and 

external donors alike increasingly recognize that, addressing land tenure issues, in a way that addresses 

equity issues and specificities of the local situation, will be an important element in broader development 

strategies. With funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and other donors, the land element 

of the department’s work program has considerably expanded in the past two years with many impact 

evaluations on-going. The department is therefore hiring a research economist for a 2-year position to 

support this initiative.  

2. Specific tasks to be performed  

The research economist is expected to contribute to the team’s work in three areas as follows:  

Participate in impact evaluations of innovative programs of land administration reform in one or two 

African countries. This will involve work with counterparts in academia, civil society, government, and 

Bank operations to develop and administer questionnaires for baseline and follow-up surveys, supervise 

different steps of survey implementation, and analyze data from these surveys to make inferences on 

potential and actual impact of land tenure interventions at different levels. Specific emphasis will be on 

gender-differentiated impacts, the interaction of reforms with other household characteristics, and the 

political economy of reform.  

Support the broader research program through policy-relevant analysis of existing survey data that will 

feed into Bank analytical work as well as research papers. Topics for analysis will include gender-

differentiated levels of perceived and actual land tenure security and its impact on investment and 

productivity, the level and impact of land market activity, incidence and consequences of land conflict, 

and knowledge of existing legal provisions.  

Contribute to the broader research program by conducting literature surveys and writing dissemination 

pieces and interact with policy makers and donors as needed.  

3 Qualifications and timing  

The successful candidate will have a Master’s degree in (agricultural) economics or equivalent, together 

with data collection experience, good econometrics skills, excellent writing and communication skills, a 

demonstrated ability of team work to accomplish complex tasks in a multicultural setting, and at least one 

foreign language (preferably French) other than English.  

Please send your resume, a cover letter and a sample to written work to dali1@worldbank.org and 

mduponchel@worldbank.org by May 15 2012.  
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