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The Seametrey story… 
 
Seametrey (pronounced see-ah-met-ray) is the name of the charity 
founded in France by Muoy You, long before her return to Cambodia, 
on 21st August 1990. This was when the Khmer Rouge had been ousted 
but was fighting back to regain power and Cambodia was facing civil 
war, foreign occupation and international ostracism. At a time when 
most people thought the kingdom of Cambodia was a lost cause.  
 
1997 was the first time Muoy returned to Cambodia with her two 
youngest children in an attempt to set up a school to help rebuild the 
tattered educational system of her home country. But it was not meant 
to be. The July factional fighting put an end to the project and as a 
mother she had to safeguard her children’s future and so had to leave. 
She took her children to France, left them with her sister, came back to 
Cambodia alone and stayed for five months to assess the situation. It is 
then that she decided to register Seametrey with the Ministry of 
Interior as a local charity. The permission came on 13th February 1998. 
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Seametrey Children’s Village: a school is born! 
 
Seametrey Children’s Village is the name of the nursery school Muoy 
founded soon after her second return. It opened its door on 26th 
September 2003. From the start, the policy was social and cultural 
integration where children from different economic and cultural 
backgrounds work and play together. Parents pay according to their 
income. Expatriate parents pay full fees comparable to those in foreign 
international schools in Phnom Penh, Khmer middle class pay 50%, poor 
families pay what they can, in cash or in kind. 
 

For four weeks, Seametrey 
had no students. The 
concepts were too new, in all 
aspects. It was a Montessori 
nursery with vertical 
grouping - different age 
groups working together - no 
conventional classrooms or 
formal rote learning. The 
Khmer didn’t take it 
seriously. Foreigners 

preferred more established schools. It was also the first time rich and 
poor children would mix.  
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The school grows… 
 
Since then, the school has slowly but steadily grown. It has now 
around 100 students from 2 to 12 years old. On top of this, 11 
teenagers “rescued” from a local organization have joined the school 
part time (www.friendsofcambodia.org). The primary section offers a 
full bilingual program and counts about 30 students. Beside Maths, 
Science, cultural subjects and computer classes, the children’s learn 
French at age 7 or 8 when they are ready. Because of the lack of 
facilities, sport is limited to Khmer dance and swimming.  
Beside academic subjects, children also learn music; in 2012, the school 
inaugurated a music school (http://www.musicschool-
cambodia.com) run hands in hands with a French music school.  
 
The faculty comprises 13 Khmer permanent teachers and assistant 
teachers and one permanent British teacher. Other English and French 
speaking teachers are volunteers. The number of volunteers who have 
passed through the playground runs in the hundreds. A lot of them have 
stayed in touch, have continued raising funds for our school after they 
went back or have sent small stipends to a few of our students. Some 
have returned several times and one such volunteer has come back on a 
2 years contract. A number of them have enrolled in the Montessori 
training. This is a testimonial to the mutual enrichment Seametrey 
has created. The children are the first to benefit from this flow of 
cultural exchange. Most of them are from underprivileged families. 
They have no opportunities to travel the world. The world has 
traveled to them. At ten, eleven or twelve years old, they speak and 
read English and French besides their mother tongue.  
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To accommodate the growing number of students and to help offset the 
increasing rent, the former premises which belongs to Muoy has been 
turned into a lovely guesthouse called You Khin House 

(www.youkhinhouse.com). It 
opened on 11th October 2010 
and is a success as testifies its 
excellent ranking on 
Tripadvisor. Its revenue has 
helped refurbish the school to 
make it become a wonderful 
place for the children. More than 
anything this illustrates the 
self-help policy of 
Seametrey.  

 
 
To date, Seametrey’s revenue comes from: 
 

• School fees (roughly 10% students pay full fees, 45% pay half 
fees and 45% on various scholarships from full to 40%) 

• Registration and other fees 
• Volunteers fees 
• Donations from Cambodian Swiss Education Fund 
• Various individual donations 
• Revenues from You Khin House 

 
 



 Seametrey Children’s Village  6 

 

Copyright Muoy You - 2012 

  

2012, the school reaches a turning point 
 
In setting up the school, the main goal has been to help build a better 
Cambodia, free of corruption, discrimination and injustice, the vision 
Muoy You has for her home country.   
 
Unfortunately it is a long way off.  
 
The only hope left to build a better future for Cambodia is a younger 
generation with real values and leaders with big visions. To 
groom this generation, Cambodia needs first class education that puts 
emphasis on right values. This small school has to grow if Cambodia 
were to groom an inspiring and ambitious generation of well educated 
responsible citizens from where would emerge true leaders with big 
visions who could find a cure for the corruption that is eating the 
country away like cancer.  
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Introduction to the future school  
 
The school will be located 30km South of Phnom Penh, easily 
accessible, in an area that is rich in culture and tradition with temples 
from the Angkorian period, a hill and a lake that are weekend 
attractions for city people. 
It will be a K-12 school children from 2 to 18. The nursery and primary 
will offer the Montessori curriculum. Middle school and high school 
will offer IB programmes. An Art Academy and a Sport Academy 
will be integrated into the main school. Foreign languages, 
psychology, life skills, human rights will be given as much important as 
traditional academic subjects.  
Seametrey Residential and Bilingual School will be a school that 
builds human excellence.  
 
To offer opportunities to children from all over Cambodia and not only 
those living in the neighbourhood, the school will be a residential 
school but with a difference. One parent or relative can accompany 
the child and live at the school with him/her. The beauty of it is that the 
adult will slowly absorb the environment and change their mindsets too. 
Seametrey Residential and Bilingual School will be an inclusive school. 
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The architecture will be environmentally friendly and sustainable, 
simple and beautiful, harmonious and inspiring. Renewable energy will 
be favoured as much as possible and so will be recycling. Seametrey 
Residential and Bilingual School will be a green school in its own right. 
We dream far and high. Our dream is complete. We will reveal it more 
completely when time comes, when we have the means to make it come 
true. For now it is a thread that we hold in our hand and that leads us 
through darkness. 
 
 
If you wish to talk, share, discuss about this project and learn more 
details on the future school, please contact Muoy You at 
kanika74@gmail.com.  

 
 

The Way It Is 
There’s a thread you follow. It goes among 
things that change. But it doesn’t change. 

People wonder about what you are pursuing. 
You have to explain about the thread. 

But it is hard for others to see. 
While you hold it you can’t get lost. 
Tragedies happen; people get hurt 
or die; and you suffer and get old. 

Nothing you do can stop time’s unfolding. 
You don’t ever let go of the thread. 

William Stafford 


