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I finally headed off to Libode to meet Vuyani last week to 

catch up with him and the traditional family. They are 

getting stronger after the sad loss of the great Chief Pauline 

6 months ago and the excitement of the Pandani project 

getting under way certainly has helped. The new Chief 

Primrose is doing much better too after the awful loss of her 

eldest daughter in the same accident. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Things have changed in the community since our visit six 

months ago – good and not so good. Good news first – the 

community now have toilet’s for the first time ever! These 

were installed over the last six months at every homestead. 

It’s a relief to see all the toilets, installed by the municipality, 

in the community viewed from the “Great Place” (the Royal 

Chief’s home). They are basic Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) 

latrines but at least it provides an opportunity to get faecal 

waste off the ground and reduce disease transmission.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are some limitations, however, it seems that the pits 

are not that deep so the typical family of thirteen may find 

the pit full after a year or two and the standard of 

construction is not as it should be but nevertheless, these 

issues can be dealt with when necessary. Critically it seems 

that there has been no Hygiene promotion work with the 

community and this is always crucial to ensure that hygiene 

related disease is reduced. 
 

From previous experience there is knowledge about hygiene 

practices such as hand washing before meals and after using 

the toilet but this is not often put into practice. The real 

issue is how can you change people’s behaviour? How can 

you make lasting change to hygiene practice? We hope to be 

able to facilitate the creation of hygiene promotion task 

teams and/or Community health clubs as soon as possible as 

diarrheal disease is responsible for the deaths of many 

children under 5 years of age and much of the illness here at 

Amasame. 
 

The not so good news is that Pandani agricultural site, since 

Vuyani’s last visit a month or so ago it has been vandalised 

further. The Rondavels have had the sink and toilet basins 

smashed and the pipework removed. Some of the boundary 

fencing has also been stolen although fortunately the 

community spotted them at it and managed to recover the 

rolled up fencing back to the Great place. It seems that the 

traditional council know who the culprits are and will be 

taking action to prevent this happening again. Things are 

tougher than ever for the rural people as costs are increasing 

so it’s no wonder these social issues are coming to the fore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This has put back the start of the Bamboo/Food security 

project a little as extra work must be done to make the 

Rondavels habitable and the boundaries re-secured to 

ensure the food and bamboo is protected from livestock 

damage. This shouldn’t take the community long to do with 

our support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Luke Boshier (the founder of CART) joined us on Sunday after 

his long journey up from the Western Cape. He arrived in the 

project vehicle which took time to repair after its extensive 

work at the CART Sicambeni project. The rural roads are very 

tough on vehicles here as the road surface changes often 

due to heavy rain leaving large pot holes and divots. 
 

We remain positive so looking forward to reporting more as 

the project gets properly underway.  

VIP Latrines at the Great Place. 

Amasame Traditional Council Homestead “The Great Place”  

Damaged Rondavels at the Pandani Agricultural site 

Vuyani surveying the boundary fencing at Pandani Agricultural.   


