
HELENA BONHAM CARTER (supporting actress) 

Acceptance speech 

 

HELENA BONHAM CARTER:  Oh, you know what, I am so used to losing, it is quite a strange 

feeling to win.  It feels very nice, but no, children, if you are watching, it is not about the winning.  

It still feels nice. 

 

I am thrilled to be considered in the same category as my fellow supporting actresses, and I am not 

just sucking up:  you are all brilliant. 

 

My underskirt has got hitched up and snarled at the moment. 

 

I think I should thank the royal family, frankly, because they have done wonders for my career, this 

year, and I seem to be playing queens with ever-decreasing head sizes.  Next year I will be the pin-

headed queen. 

 

Okay.  I know I have to be succinct.  I need to thank -- first of all, can I just say that I had fun and I 

love it and it is my privilege to keep on working in this oversubscribed profession and there are so 

many talented, talented people out there who never got recognition, so I am incredibly lucky to get 

this and to get recognised and to get parts, and to go out and make a living by getting dressed up 

and pretending to be somebody else for the day and then getting paid lots of money, and then I get 

an award for it.  So it is as good as it gets.  Thank you. 

 

I will just say that I would love at this stage just to walk up and say, "I did it all by myself" just like 

my 3-year old, but I didn't.  I've got a few people to thank.  I've got to thank all the producers -- it 

was all your fault, you started it -- Gareth, Emile, Ian.  Harvey Weinstein, I never seem to get as 

many nominations as when I work with you.  You have this sort of contagion rash thing that 

happens with you.  You are my fairy nomination godfather; you must give me your wand soon. 

David Seidler, you started it.  In the beginning were your words -- and I don't know where you are.  

Where are you?  Thank you.  Thank you also for waiting until the Queen Mother died, because 

otherwise I would have been 14 and Colin would have been 5.  I just made you younger.  And Tom 

Hooper, thank you for not cutting me, for giving me all my close-ups, making sure the Queen 

Mother was not totally eclipsed between the brilliance, the double brilliance of Geoffrey and Colin.  

King Colin, you deserve everything you are getting.  And Geoffrey, you should really be the best 

supporting actress, I know, wherever you are, because he really did only have eyes for you. 

And then there are a myriad of others -- I know I should shut up, but there are some essential 

people:  Jenny Beavan, costume designer; Paul Gooch, my magic make-up artists; Neil Swain who 

does my vowels; Hugo Vickers -- good man -- and Philip Ziegler for my crash course on the Queen 

Mother in three weeks. 

 

And then finally -- and my daughters, Ramona and Freya, they were impeccable to work with. 

And finally, finally, finally -- oh, the people that look after me: Melody, Corrine Brott(?), Adam 

Isaacs, Shelly Browning.  I might never get this again, so I might as well just really ... yes, so all of 

them.  Nicky Redgold(?) and then finally Tim Burton, who is my genius and thank you for the big-

headed Queen.  And thank you for -- well, helping me make the eighth and ninth wonders of the 

world that are our children. 

 

And then finally, finally -- okay, I am really getting there -- finally, finally, we get all the awards in 

this profession.  There are many groups that go unsung.  I wanted to just dedicate this to all the best 

supporting wives around in the world existing.  The Queen Mother herself and my mum, and there's 

no doubt that were my father alive, he would have given this to her.  She was the most best 

supporting wife he could have ever wished for.  Thank you. 



 


