
Is Paris burning???
Of course not.  But it could start looking a lot like 

Dubai. 

In a story that’s 
largely been ignored 
by the international 
press, municipal 
building regulations that 
maintained the low-lying 
Parisian skyline have 
been dismantled. Before 
the end of this decade, 
skyscrapers on a scale 
of the highly unpopular 
Tour Montparnasse 
are programmed for 
the 13th, 15th and 17th 
arrondissements. While these buildings will rise in peripheral 
neighborhoods, they will be visible for miles around and 
dominate the skyline. Are the low-
lying rooftops of Paris’s beloved 
skyline a threatened species? 

Pro- and Anti-Tower Parisians have aesthetic, ecologic 
and financial arguments for their positions. But Paris also 

belongs to the world. 
After all, it’s a city of 2.2 
million people… that 
attracted 28.9 million 
tourists in 2011 alone. 
Tourism accounts for 
13.3% of employment in 
Paris, and 38.3 million 
euros in revenue. Sky-
scrapers define many 
urban areas, but should 
Paris try to look like any 
other city? Or is there 
something special about 
Paris that deserves to be 
protected?     

A bit of background…

For most of Paris’s history, the 
scale of its skyline was determined 
by what people could construct with 
their bare hands. Not that this made 
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We’ll always have Paris
...or will we?

Over the years, La Belle France has delighted in bringing you news about mouth-watering 
sole meunière, superb Sancerre, and delightful hotels.

Yet people don’t flock to Paris simply to eat and sleep. Paris itself – the whole visual 
package – is the main event, and that’s changing right now. In this issue, we break with our usual 
format. 

Paris-based editor Corinne LaBalme – co-chair of the first “Ugly Paris” press conference 
at the Palais Royal with Michel Schulman, president of the Association des Journalistes du 
Patrimoine –  alerts us to some towering issues that confront the City of Light.  

The Parisian skyline that we know and love is under siege. 
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anything (except Notre Dame) sacred to previous urbanists: 
Haussmann razed huge portions of medieval Paris. This 
resulted in the densely packed, six-to-eight story residential 
buildings that give the city its harmonious image today. 

The 210 meter, 52-story Tour Montparnasse built in 
1973. “Never again” was the outcry and the future Mayor of 
Paris, Bernard Delanoë, now a tower fan, was one of louder 
voices. Laws passed in 1977 limited new construction in 
central Paris to a 31-meter height limit and 37 meters on 
the outskirts of town. 

Paris did not turn its back on 20th century high-rises. It 
simply banished them to Skyscraper-Land at La Défense. It 
was an elegant solution that’s held up… until now. Mayor 
Bernard Delanoë’s city council has quietly  swept aside 
the height limits. Housing near the beltway is now set at 
50 meters, and regulations are loose enough to include 
200-meter towers that will alter the skyline. 

The government sells towers as “progress”, “a boon 
for the economy” and claims they will alleviate the city’s 
shortage of affordable and low-income housing. These 
reasons don’t hold up. Let’s take a look at three projects that 
will cast their shadows over Paris soon. All are scheduled 
for completion by 2018 or earlier.  

The Towering Trio 
The 160-meter 1. TGI (Tribunal de Grande Instance) 

court complex in Batignolles (17th arrondissement ) 
designed by Renzo Piano.  
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The 180-meter 2. Tour Triangle at the Porte de 
Versailles (15th arr.)  designed by the (Swiss) firm of Hertzog 
and de Meuron. 

The twin 3. DUO Towers announced in May 2012 
-- 180 and 115 meters -- designed by Jean Nouvel for the 13th 
arrondissement. 

Is there a case for the TGI?  
This is, on the face of it, the most understandable 

project. It has a stated purpose – larger, more modern law 
courts – unlike the other towers which are purely speculative. 
Nevertheless, a lot of its PR postering veers towards the 
mystical. It will be a “strong symbol for metropolitan Paris” 
and a “visual anchor” to link the city with the suburbs. 

Many Parisian taxpayers are unconvinced that 
symbolic value is enough justification for brand-new 575 
million euro tower with 6,000 meters of roof gardens and  
panoramic views of Paris… that they won’t be able to enjoy 
unless they’re arrested. If there wasn’t enough room in the 

The TGI designed by Renzo Piano

The Tour Triangle (Hertzog et De Meuron)
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historic Palais de Justice on Ile de la Cité, did anyone look 
into less dramatic, less costly options?  

Not according to lawyer Cyril Bourayne, President 
of an organization called La Justice dans la Cité (www.
lajusticedanslacite.fr). He suggests that available space in 
the soon-to-be-vacated Hôtel Dieu would serve just as well, 
and also that the need for a new building is based on old 
surveys that don’t take recent renovations into account. 

Can this giant project get a red-light at this late stage? 
Possibly. An 

“enquête publique” 
was held in 
October, and 
residents – with 
concerns ranging 
from ecology to 
transport – had 
the chance to 
speak with the 

commissioners who 
will conclude whether the project will benefit the public. 
The report is due next month. 

For a country in fiscal crisis, the money is dizzying. 
After the construction cost, taxpayers will foot 90M euro 
annual rent for the next 27 years. A story broken by the 
investigative Mediapart Press in July revealed that the 
French Government will owe over a third of the cost to the 
developer if the project is cancelled. 

However, this contract with the developer was signed 
by the Sarkozy government during the run-up to elections. 
François Hollande’s budget-minded Minister of Justice 
Christiane Taubira does not appear overly impressed by the 
project so the fate of this tower remains up in the air. 

What do the other projects offer Paris? 
As these projects are speculative, their proposed 

functions are fluid. (At one time, there was going to be 
a luxury hotel and a spa in the Triangle although it was 
tough to picture VIPs paying Plaza rates to stay at the Porte 
de Versailles.) 

What’s sure? Office space. The Triangle Project – 
which has attracted neighborhood backlash and several 
reservations from the commissioners – promises to bring  
90,000 square meters of new office space to Paris. Another 
91,225 square meters of office space foreseen for the Duo 
complex. 

Certainly, some of France’s 3 million unemployed will 
have jobs building these places. But what then? In an age 
of massive unemployment, flex time and working from 
home, are gigantic investments in office space in sync with 
reality? 

Yes… as long as City Hall buys developer’s buys the 
developers magical thinking:  “If you build it, they will come.” 
The idea is that banks and corporations will migrate in Paris 
if they have buildings that look corporate enough. This 
assumes that companies make their relocation decisions 
on design and not finance.  François Hollande’s recently 
released budget features increased corporate taxes and 
increased wealth taxes. 

London, on the other hand, is considered to be much 
more business-friendly. How have similar projects fared 
there?    

The Shard
Financed (95%) by Quatar at an estimated investment 

of 750 million dollars, the 72-story Shard was inaugurated 
in July 2012.  It’s labeled as ‘mixed-use’ thanks to a five-star 
‘Shangri-La’ hotel, three floors of upscale restaurants, five 
floors of luxury apartments, and a viewing gallery that will 
open the Shard up to the general public later this year. 

Like the Triangle and the Duo, the Shard is located 
in an outlying neighborhood. The first 26 floors offer 
600,000 square feet of luxury office space. And how much 
of it has been rented? We quizzed several realty estate firms 
in London and the general consensus so far? None of it. 

If unrented, could these particular towers be 
converted to housing? 

Unfortunately… no. At least not for low and middle-
income people. Towers require massive rental fees because 
of their costly, energy-bulimic elevators. The big-footed 
Triangle doesn’t even begin to make eco-sense --- even in a 
in a pro-Tower argument -- since the sole advantage building 
‘up’ is to attain high volume for minimal ground space. 

 And do Parisians want to live in a glass towers? (The 
last poll (2004) asked Parisians whether towers – even if 
built by “renowned” architects -- belonged within city limits. 
Vox populi = 62% against.) As a matter of fact, it doesn’t 
seem like renowned architects want to live in towers either. 
(Renzo Piano resides in the Place des Vosges…)  

So how to solve the housing problem? Are more 
towers inevitable? 

On October 27th, the Housing Minister Cécile Duflot 
proposed to invoke a 1945 law that allows the state to 
requisition unoccupied buildings for housing. One week 
later, Prime Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault called for an 
inventory of all available unused space, civil architecture 
(casernes, administrative offices, etc) as well as private 
properties. The Right has protested although Jacques 
Chirac used that law to requisition 800 apartments in 1995. 
Paris can alleviate its housing shortage without changing its 
skyline.   

The Duo Towers (13th arr.) 
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consulted  librarians or antique dealers who would have 
told them that storing literature under glass will literally cook 
the books. (That’s why the tower walls are un-aesthetically 
boarded-up.) AC costs are so high that the French Senate 
debated tearing the whole thing down in 2000, just four years 
after its inauguration.  

How can you 
stay informed? 

If you’re 
worried about these 
developments and 
would like continuing, 
up-to-date information, 
join SOS Paris (sos.
p a r i s @ o r a n g e . f r ) 
which is seeking world 
heritage protection for 
the Paris skyline. (You 
can even sign up with 
PayPal.) Visit the sites 
of the La Justice dans la Cité (sign the petition if you like), 
www.monts14.com, and the 15th arrondissement collective 
www.contrelatourtriangle. America’s anti-tower Passionaria, 
New York-based lawyer Mary Campbell Gallagher  
(www.MaryCampbellGallagher.com), has made a video on 

the subject –  bit.ly/Lta0eH – and is available for public 
appearences.  

The arguments FOR towers?  
For Deputy Mayor Anne Hidalgo, height regulations 

are just another ‘taboo’ to be over-ridden. Tower protesters 
are accused of being elitists who want Paris to be a ‘museum’ 
city. However... the Louvre isn’t dead. It’s filled with living, 
breathing people who love and admire it. If Paris has a few 
movie-set aspects, is that bad? 

It can also be argued that the proposed towers are 
beautiful. But like banks that are too big to fail, these 
buildings are all too big not to dominate all around them. As 
Olivier de Monicault, President of SOS Paris, an association 
devoted to the preservation of the city’s patrimony, points 
out, “Paris can preserve its past without being closed to 
contemporary buildings, provided the latter are integrated 
harmoniously into the existing urban fabric.”

And yes, it’s true that the Eiffel Tower wasn’t universally 
appreciated. However, it had only a limited concession 
(until 1909) when it was built. One thing that upsets many 
anti-tower groups is that the developers own these towers 
during the years they could be rented profitably, and then 
‘generously’ return the lease to the city when they’re due for 
tear-down at tax-payer expense. 

The Bibliothèque François Mitterrand 
An example of Towers that are NOT a solution? Look 

no farther than the Four Apocalyptic Glass Horses of the 
National Library constructed in the 1990s.  Construction 
began on the 1.2 billion euro complex before anyone 

Prove that the Pen is Mightier than the Penthouse! 
SOS PARIS is spear-heading an international letter campaign against the towers. Tower opponents from all over the 

world are asked to declare their love for the Paris skyline... and put a stamp on it!  No emails! No tweets! Address a letter 
on the subject to Paris City Hall. The goal is to have an avalanche of snail mail that arrives at City Hall during the first 
week of December... which means a postmark between November 24 and 26th.  

The address: 
Monsieur Bertrand Delanoë,
Maire de Paris
Hôtel de Ville
Place de l’Hôtel de Ville 
75196 Paris cedex 04 FRANCE

Short messages are fine:

Cher M. Delanoë, 

Vouloir rendre Paris semblable à toutes les autres capitales du monde n’a aucun sens.

Paris est unique! Les tours vont tout simplement défigurer Paris aux yeux du monde.

Cordialement, 

or...

Cher Monsieur le Maire, 

Please do not spoil Paris with Towers!

Sincerely,

Boarded-up books...
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Best & Worst
A round-up of 2012

Paris
Best Country Inn:  Only open since last 

June, Flora Mikula’s folksy Auberge de Flora delivers 
stylish rooms, eclectic design, and soul-satisfying food.    
Auberge de Flora, 44 boulevard Richard Lenoir, 75011. Tel: 
01.47.00.52.77. 

rootsIest restaurant:  With old-time recipes 
like boeuf mironton and an emphasis on locovore produce, 
three-starred Yannick Alléno conceived the casual Terroir 
Parisien as a love-letter to the Ile-de-France bistro run by 
his parents. Terroir Parisien, 20 rue Saint Victor, 75005. 
Tel: 01.44.31.54.54. 

Coolest CorIan: It used to be for kitchen 
counters, but the sleek ivory walls at the Hôtel Gabriel 
‘detox’ inn in the shabby-chic Oberkampf quarter proves 
that that material has vertical potential too. Hôtel Gabriel, 
25 rue du Grand Prieuré, 75011. Tel: 01.47.00.13.38.

Best soup: It’s a tie: the fabulous potage Saint-
Germain – pea soup with extra butter – at Terroir Parisien 
and the velvety celery-root velouté at Albion. Terroir 
Parisien, address above. Albion, 80 rue du Fauboug Poissonière, 
75010. Tel: 01.42.46.02.44.  

sloppIest soup: The Devil made them cook it: The 
thick-as-sludge vegetable velouté at Le Diable Verre would 
be better as tile grout than dinner material. Le Diable Verre, 
38 Passage des Panoramas, 75002. Tel: 01.44.83.93.57.  

BIggest lawsuIt: The Ritz may be closed for a 
27-month, 140 million euro renovation… but the legal staff 
is busier than ever since the CGT workers union remains 
unsatisfied by compensations to the staff… reportedly 
much less generous than those terms awarded during a 
similar renovation at the Meurice.  

Best new wIne Bar (rIght Bank):  The 
insider vibes are so high that Le Verjus that the Palais 
Royal venue created by Braden  Perkins and Laura Adrian 
of Hidden Kitchen fame channels speakeasy more than bistro 
à vins. (The best Bouzeron Aligoté we’ve ever tasted too…)    
Le Verjus, 47 rue Montpensier, 75001. Tel: 01.42.97.54.40. 

Best new wIne Bar (left Bank): There’s 
a computerized wine cooler (like the one at Loiseau des 
Vignes in Beaune) so 
Gilles Arjuelos can 
offer a fantastic array 
of wines-by-the-glass at 
computerized perfect 
temperature. (Great food 
too.)  Bakkus, 97 rue du 
Cherche-Midi, 75006. Tel: 
01.42.22.19.18. 

top terraCe : 
It’s not very central, 
but Bercy Village has 
the benefit of being 
in a pedestrian row 
of landmarked brick 
warehouses, so there’s no 
carbon monoxide in your 
face while you munch on 
sandwiches and salads prepared by celebrity Boulanger Eric 
Kayser. Maison Kayser, 41 cour Saint Emilion, 75012. Tel: 
01.43.46.08.89.

Best hotel Breakfast: With two-starred 
Barcelona-based chef Sergi Arola at the helm, the new 
“W” near the Opéra Garnier presents a tapas sampler of 
luscious tortillas filled with fish, beans and sausage. “W”, 
4 rue Meyerbeer, 75009. Tel: 01.77.48.94.94. 

Great wines by the glass, exciting new hotels… and some fascinating fusion. Our prediction for 
2013? Don’t be surprised if a lot of the “Best” French chefs are Japanese. Bigarrade, Agapé, Clandestino, 
Vivant Table, Passage 53, Sola, L’Office, Abri, Le Sot l’y Laisse and Chez la Vieille are just a few of the up-and-
coming “French” restaurants with chefs who grew up closer to Tokyo than Toulouse. 

Best Soup: Terroir Parisien

Best New Wine Bar (Left 
Bank): Bakkus
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Best (non-hotel) Breakfast: The house-baked 
bread and pastries are fabulous at Bread and Roses, and (for 
a mere 18€) there’s an extensive cooked breakfast of eggs, 
beans, potatoes, salad and toast. Two locations.  Bread and 
Roses, 25 rue Boissy d’Anglas, 75008. Tel: 01.47.42.40.00 and 
62 rue Madame, 75006. Tel: 01.42.22.06.06.

C o o l e s t 
C o r s I C a n 
CuIsIne:  Chef 
Vincent Deyres 
has his own hot-
line to Corsican 
fishermen who 
provide him with 
h a r d - t o - f i n d -
outside-Ajaccio 
fish like mustelle. 
With linguini à 
la calvaise, soul-
stirring fiadone 
cheesecake and 
artisanal island 
wines, it’s the 
next best thing 
to a weekend in 
Porto Vecchio. 

Villa Corse, 164 boulevard de Grenelle. Tel: 01. 53.86.90.72. 

star snaCks: The dinner tasting menus at Sur 
Mesure, Thierry Marx’s restaurant the Mandarin Oriental, 
are 165€ and 195€… but if you like your food raw, you can 
sample the two-starred chef’s wares at SushiShop for far 
less. Every year this upscale chain invites a celebrity chef 
to design a menu and Thierry Marx’s 2012-2013 offerings 
include wagyu beef with truffled miso sauce, 4€, and bar 
tartare with yuzu and kiwi, 13€. SushiShop, 18 Paris locations 
including 5, rue Monge, 75005; 71 rue du Cherche-Midi, 75007; 
and 59 rue La Boétie, 75008. www.sushishop.eu 

Best way to Cut the lInes: Gregory 
Marchand’s Frenchie restaurant in the Sentier district has 
become so popular that it’s a real chore to get into its two 
dinner seatings. Why not simply soak up the ambience and 
some terrific Marsannay at the equally white-hot  Frenchie 
Bar à Vins next door where a burrata/boudin noir platter 
is just 12€? Frenchie Bar à Vins, 6 rue de Nil, 75002. Tel: 
01.40.39.96.19.  

ClassIest CookIe Class: Summer school never 
was so sweet.  Learn all about the fine art of macaroon 
making at the prestigious Ecole Ferrandi (alums: William 
Ledeuil, Matthieu Viannay…) in three-to-five day English 
language classes. Curriculum details (bread-baking, etc) at 
www.ferrandi-paris.com   Ecole Ferrandi, 28 rue de l’Abbé 
Grégoire, 75006. Tel : 01.49.54.28.00

Best heIrloom reCIpe: The chocolate cake 
that Jonathan Lutz serves at Les Saisons – rich, moist, 
loaded with cocoa but neither heavy nor cloying – is his 
grandmother’s recipe. Save room for it. Les Saisons, 52 rue 
Lamartine, 75009. Tel: 01.48.78.14.18.  

Chef shIft: Two changes in the Batignolles quarter: 
Christophe Pelé left open-plan kitchen at the chic Bigarrade 
to (ex-Astrance) Yasuhiro Kanayama, who had manned the 
ovens at the (now closed) Bistral a few blocks away. La 
Bigarrade, 106 rue Nollet, 75017. Tel: 01.42.26.01.02. 

most uneven: At L’Hédoniste, we started our 
meal with absolutely magnificent pintade ravioli with lemon 
grass sauce… which was followed up by tepid duck filets 
and monkfish with tasteless topinambour purée. One 
of those evening when you only want to pay for half the 
meal… L’Hédoniste, 14 rue Léopold Bellan, 75002. Tel: 
01.40.26.87.35

ChrIstmas at the san régIs:  The elegant 
San Régis hotel closes its doors for a Pierre-Yves Rochon 
renovation (notably the restaurant) on the 25th… but should 
be re-open December 25th with a delightful new décor as 
its holiday present to itself.  Hôtel San Régis, 12 rue Jean 
Goujon, 75008. Tel: 01.44.95.16.16.

Best wIne By the glass: 1997 Yquem. Thanks 
to aforementioned high-tech wine fridge at Bakkus, we 
were able to savor seven centiliters of liquid gold.  Pricetag? 
28€… and worth every centime. Bakkus, address above. 

JazzIest gazpaCho: Sadaki Kajiwara’s superb 
black gazpacho at Le Clarisse gains star quality with the 
onion ice cream garnish and  the addition of a hauntingly 
sweet clove of Aomori garlic. Le Clarisse. 29 rue Surcouf, 
75007. Tel: 01.45.50.11.10.

Best hotel renovatIon: Nothing but fun! Classiest Cookie Class: Ecole Ferrandi

Best (Non-Hotel) Breakfast:
 Bread and Roses
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Franco-American designer Bambi Sloan has dolled up 
the Hotel Saint James with an eclectic mix of carpets 
(that mimic cobblestones and parquet), faux leopard skin 
upholstery, and tartan canopies. Hôtel Saint James, 43 
avenue Bugeaud, 75116. Tel: 01.44.05.81.81.

worst servICe: We’re amazed that we still aren’t 
waiting for lunch at the Brasserie l’Européen next to the 
Gare de Lyon. Recommended only if your train is going to 
be at least three hours late… Brasserie l’Européen, 21 bis 
boulevard Diderot, 75012. Tel: 01.43.43.99.70. 

fanCIest fusIon: Try the marbré de foie gras 
de canard séché aux fruits des mendicants … which Chef 
Dominique Bouchet serves with delicately peppered Fuku 
rice wine. It’s one of the startling but scrumptious East/West 
juxtapositions on the delightful new Menu Saké. Dominique 
Bouchet, 11 rue Treilhard, 75008. Tel: 01.45.61.09.46. 

tony wInnIng pastry: Inspired by a new 
Off-Off-Off-Broadway production of Sister Act at Paris’s 
Théâtre Mogador through January 31st, pastry chef Denis 
Ruffel at the Jean Millet bakery/salon de thé has created 
a Vegas-style réligieuse worthy of Delores Van Cartier. The 
exclusive “Sister Act” puff pastry (4.80€) is multi-layered 
calorie-bomb with Venezuelan chocolate cream, marzipan 
garnishes, and colored-sugar sequins. Patisserie Jean Millet, 
103 rue Saint Dominique, 75007. Tel: 01.45.51.49.80

kIngs of CluBs:  Stéphane and Antoni – ex-Plaza and 
Meurice – have devoted their cozy bar (decorated by Philippe 
Model!) to The Club in all its glory… imaginative sandwiches 
layered with everything from blue cheese to Petrossian salmon. 
The Club, 24 rue Surcouf, 75007. Tel: 01.45.50.31.54. 

Best DInIng room DeCor: Martin Margiela’s 
magical design for La Table du Huit in the Hôtel La Maison 
Champs-Elysées is perfect for people with a little Hogwarts 
in their souls: The white-draped tables and chairs appear 
to levitate. La Table du Huit, 8 rue Jean Goujon, 75008. Tel: 
01.40.74.64.65. 

musICal ChaIrs:  Every year, the dining room 
in the Salle Pleyel concert hall gets a new executive 
chef and after Mauro Colagreco’s star turn, Philippe 
Contecini (of Paris-Brest pastry fame) takes up the baton 
which means that the desserts should not be skipped. 
Salle Pleyel, 252 rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré, 75008. Tel: 
01.53.75.28.54. 

Best reason to look up: Angels are 
everywhere in Paris. Rosemary Flannery’s delightful new 
book – Angels of Paris – published by the Little Book 
Room provides pictures and fascinating architectural 
anecedotes about the myriad winged spirits that grace the 
walls and porticos in all of Paris’s 20 arrondissements.  Get 
the book and – better yet – you can go on a guided tour 
with the author! (Pictured: The Turbigo Angel, 1860, the 
largest in Paris.)  www.angelsofparis.com

The Provinces            

Best lunCh Deal of 2012: Chef  Christophe 
Cosme offers a 20€ menu that makes Au Rendez-vous 

Best Hotel Renovation: Hôtel Saint James

Best Reason to Look Up: The Turbigo Angel

Best Lunch Deal of 2012: Au Rendez-vous des 
Pêcheurs & Chef Christophe Cosme
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des Pêcheurs one of the seven wonders of the world: 
fish rillettes, home-baked breads, a luscious panaché of 
exotic hors d’oeuvres, a tour de force salmon/sorrel combo 
and a knock-out dessert… with a glass of wine. Forget 
those stuffy old chateaux and make this restaurant your 
number one priority in the Loire Valley. Au Rendez-vous 
des Pêcheurs, 27 rue Foix, 41000 Blois. Tel: 02.54.74.67.48. 
www.rendezvousdespecheurs.com 

Best ChantIlly plaCe:  The first luxury hotel 
that’s right in downtown Chantilly opened in September. 
‘Downtown’ means that the Auberge du Jeu de Paume – a 
pleasant mixture of royal and provincial design -- is located 
across from the racetrack and Great Stables, and less than 
a 10 minute walk from the Château and the Forest. Two 
restaurants, spa and pool too.  Auberge du Jeu de Paume, 
4 rue du Connétable, 60500 Chantilly. Tel : 03.44.65.00.00. 
www.aubergedujeudepaumechantilly.com 

Best Costume party: It lasts for a full weekend 
in early May when the town of Vichy sets the Way-Back 
Machine to 1860. In honor of Napoleon III and Empress 
Eugénie, ladies don their hoopskirts and men wax their 
moustaches for parades, evenings at the opera, and formal 
dinners. It’s fun…. and less expensive (barring the costumes 
which are very competitive) than you’d think. For full 
details on the 2013 festivities: www.vichy-tourisme.com 

Best Bed’n’Breakfast:  Thomas and Monique 
are offering more than great (firm!) mattresses and breakfast 
with their home-made jams at their guesthouse in a 16th 
century Blois homestead. Spending a few vacation days at 
the Maison de Thomas will get you in touch with Loire 
wines via tastings in the cave or casual happy hours when 
the neighbors gather in the lounge for after-work drinks. 
La Maison de Thomas, 12 rue de Beauvoir, 41000 Blois. Tel : 
02.54.46.12.10. www.lamaisondethomas.fr

snottIest restaurant:  Hey.. we’ve all found 
out that we can’t get a table at times. But at least, we’d like 
people to answer the phone and TELL us that we can’t get 

a table. Not the case 
with the Maison 
Jacques Decoret. 
Maison Jacques 
Decoret, 15 rue du 
Parc, 03200 Vichy. 
Tel: 04.70.97.65.06. 

Best new 
museum: It’s deep 
in the Lorraine, but 
the gorgeous Musée 
Lalique is worth 
the trek for anyone 
who wants to gaze at 
crystal bowls, flower 
vases, perfume bottles and paper-weights. Happily, the in-
house lunch-room is great since you’ll want to spend the 
lion’s share of the day here. Just be sure to make advance 
reservations for lunch (and for a taxi from the train station) 
with the museum staff. Musée Lalique, rue de Hochboerg, 
67290 Wingen-sur-Moder. Tel: 03.88.89.08.14. 

Best new museum (for kIDs):  Astérix 
comics come to life when you head back to 52 BC at the 
MuseoParc Alesia, just north of Dijon where you can 
still root for Vercengetorix vs the evil Roman legions. 
Costumes, battles, and baby-sitting (for 3 to 8 year olds).  
MuséoParc Alésia, 1 route des Trois Ormeaux, 21150 Alise-
Saint-Reine. Tel: 03 80 96 96 23 www.alesia.com 

top turBot: In a 17th century townhouse, Chef 
Régis Douysset at Angélique  serves turbot meunière fit for a 
king with fevette beans and an ambrosial beurre blanc subtly 
laced with savory. Angélique, 27 avenue de Saint-Cloud, 
78000 Versailles. Tel: 01.30.84.98.85. www.langelique.fr 

Party like it’s 1975: How Deep is Your Love… 
for Disco? Kick up your platform heels on New Year’s Eve 
at the Hôtel Martinez in Cannes with a gala performance 
of BeeGee’s Magic , dancing ‘til dawn, a 5-course dinner 

Party Like It’s 1975: Hôtel Martinez

Best Chantilly Place: Auberge du Jeu de Paume

Best New Museum (for Kids): 
Muséo Parc Alésia
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by two-star Chef Christian Sinicropi and unlimited 
Chamapgne for 495€/person. (Rooms as low as 150€ if 
you buy the party package.) Hôtel Martinez, 73 boulevard de 
la Croisette, 06400 Cannes. Tel: 04.92.98.73.00. 

Best holIDay shoppIng: There are Christmas 
markets all through France (and, for the past few years, 
even in Paris along the Champs-Elysées) but why not head 
for the most scenic town in Alsace for the full experience? 
In Colmar, you even have carollers singing on the flat-
bottomed boats that float through the canals. This year’s 
dates are November 23rd  to December 31st. Office de 
Tourisme, www.ot-colmar.fr.

Best Maître d’Hôtel:  The debonaire Frédéric 
Claude told us that Chef Arnaud Faye’s goutte d’eau tomato/

mozzarella salad was perfection… and that was only one of 
the many things he was 100% right about when we dined 
at the Jardin d’Hiver restaurant at the Auberge du Jeu de 
Paume in Chantilly. Don’t think twice about following his 
recommendations. Auberge du Jeu de Paume, address above. 

Best spa: Why limit yourself to the beach for water 
cures? Spend a fraction of what you’d pay at Quiberon 
when you head inland to soak in the volcano-generated 
springs at the ultra-luxe Vichy Spa Les Célestins. Added 
plus: Personalized beauty treatments with the famous 
Vichy cosmetic/skin care products. Vichy Spa Hotel Les 
Célestins, 111 boulevard des Etats Unis, 03200 Vichy. www.
vichy-spa-hotel.com 

Best spa value: Even though the suites at the 
above are a bargain by Paris/Riviera standards, Ghislaine 
Barnabé’s tiny-but-charming boutique hotel Les Nations 
provides pristine guestrooms for as little as 68€/night. 
(Inquire about spa packages.) The Célestins complex is 
barely a 10-minute walk from the front door. Les Nations, 
13 boulevard de Russie, 03200 Vichy. www.lesnations.com   

fInest fonDu: It’s fun… You have to climb a 
beautiful little pine-lined trail from the center of town to 
get to the Refuge du Calvaire– past delightful Baroque 
chapels -- and your reward is AbFab (with calories) melted 
cheese. Le Refuge du Calvaire, La Montée du Calvaire, 
74120 Megève. Tel: 06.23.45.60.99. 

longest Delay: Promises, promises… but the 
long-abandoned tax office in Versailles that’s been slated to 
become a luxury inn called the Hôtel du Grand Contrôle 
still hasn’t made it off the drawing board. Maybe this year…

most worth the waIt: It’s been 10 long 
years… but the when the doors at the 750-year-old Palais 
de la Berbie fortress overlooking the Tarn River re-opened 
last April, the paintings in Albi’s Toulouse-Lautrec 
Museum  got the magnificent, medieval/Renaissance 
frame they deserve. (Through December 31st, the Belle 
Epoque posters of Jules Chéret are showcased.) www.
museetoulouselautrec.net 

most kID-frIenDly CruIse: “We’re grandparents, 
so we know about holidays with children,” say Pete and 
Sheena Jenner. If you want a relaxing, gourmet cruise through 
the Burgundy canals (with a touch of baby-sitting when the 
adults want a night out or an afternoon of wine-tasting), the 
oh-so-British Elisabeth is the barge of your dreams. Book 
through Jill Jergel at Frontiers International in Pennsylvania. 
Tel: 800-245-1950 or jjergel@frontierstravel.com 

B e s t 
t h r e e - s t a r 
skI Deal: Skip 
C o u r c h e v a l … 
where prix fixe 
meals from 
Yannick Alleno or 
Pierre Gagnaire 
slide up to 200€… 
and stick to an 
old-money resort 
like Megève where 

three-starred Emmanual Renaut keeps up a strong local 
following at Les Flocons de Sel by offering a 42€ lunch. 
Les Flocons de Sel, 1775 route de Leutaz, 74120 Megève. Tel: 
04.50.21.49.99. 

Best Spa: Vichy Spa Les Célestins

Best Three-Star Ski Deal: Megève

Best Holiday Shopping: Colmar
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Paris Cultural Highlights
Winter 2012-2013

Dance
Opéra Nationale de Paris Garnier. Place 
de l’Opéra, 75009. Tel: 01.72.29.35.35 
(from US); 08.92.89.90.90 (within 
France). www.operadeparis.fr. William 
Forsythe/Trisha Brown (In the middle, 
somewhat elevated; Olozony/O composite; 
Woundwork; Parts): December 3 to 
December 31. Ballet Preljocaj: January 5 
to 10. Jiri Kylian: February 1 to 17. Roland 
Petit: March 15 to 29. 

Opéra National de Paris Bastille. 120 rue 
de Lyon, 75012 Paris. Tel: 01.72.29.35.35 
(from US); 08.92.89.90.90 (within 
France). www.operadeparis.fr  Don Quixote 
(Nureyev): November 16 to December 31. 
John Neumeier/ Gustav Mahler: April 19 to 
May 12. 

Théâtre de la Ville. 2 Place du Châtelet, 75004. Tel: 
01.42.74.22.77. www.theatredelaville-paris.com. Rachid 
Ouramdan (Sfumato): November 13 to 15. Dominique 

Bagouet (Jours étranges): November 17 
to 20. Ballet am Rhein (Forellen Quintet, 
Neither): November 28 to December 5. 
Akram Khan (Desh): December 19 to 
January 2. Wiùm Vandekeybus: January 
28 to February 3. Israel Galvan: February 
11 to 20. Anjelin Preljocaj: February 23 to 
March 5. Ambra Senatore: March 26 to 
April 3. 

Théâtre National de Chaillot, 1 Place du 
Trocadéro, 75116. Tel: 01.53.65.30.00. 
www.theatre-chaillot.fr  “Soapéra” 
(Mathilde Monnier/Dominique Figarella): 
November 21 to 24. “Cinderella” 
(Maguy Marin/Ballet de l’Opéra de Lyon : 
November 29 to December 1. ‘Octopus’ 
(Philippe Decouflé) : December 6 to 18. 
Alban Richard : February 13 to 15. Marion 

Muzac & Rachel Garcia: March 6 to 7. 

Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, 15 avenue Montaigne, 
75008. Tel: 01.49.52. 50.50. www.theatrechampselysees.
fr Sara Baras Ballet Flamenco: December 21 to January 8. 

 Americans in Paris! There’s Edward Hopper at the Grand Palais (although the Robert Indiana show was cancelled); 
West Side Story, Carousel and Kurt Weill’s Street Song homage to New York at the Théatre de Châtelet; Robert Capa et 
the Musée du Judaïsme ; Star Wars collectibles at the Arts Décoratifs… and Justin Bieber at Bercy. 
 Gaetano Donizetti is in the lyric spotlight with a new production of La Fille du Régiment (Felicity Lott/Nathalie 
Dessaye) at the Bastille and a very rare new production of La Favorite directed by Valérie Nègre in the original French instead of 
the later Italian version. 
 But Italy’s also in the cultural headlines with a Ventian double-header – Canaletto & Guardi at the Jacquemart 
André (through January 14) and a Canaletto solo show at the Musée Maillol though February 10 – plus shows devoted to 
Raphael and Luca Penni at the Louvre.

oDDest asIan/alpIne fusIon: Delicate Viet-
Namese nem egg-rolls… filled with roblochon cheese? It’s 
weird but it works at the hockey-themed brasserie Le Puck.  Le 
Puck, 31 rue d’Orbersdorf, 74120 Megève. Tel: 04.50.34.60.30. 

pure provençal paraDor:  The Sainte-Baume 
grotto – where Mary Magdalene is said to have lived – is 
just an hour’s drive from Aix-en-Provence. The Dominican 
Brothers who operate Hôtellerie de la Sainte Baume 
(where guestrooms start at 21€/night) have a rare modern 
(ecumenical) treasure in their pilgrimage oratory: a tapestry 
created by Thomas Gleb, the Polish-Jewish artist whose 100th 
anniversary is being celebrated this year. Thanks to a grant 
from the Pélerin ‘Patrimoine pour Demain’ Foundation, 

this tapestry of Les Noces de l’Agneau is being freshly cleaned 
and restored in time for Christmas. L’Hôtellerie de la 
Sainte-Baume, Tel: 04.42.04.54.84. www.sainte-baume.org 
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Eifman Ballet Theater Saint Petersberg: March 16 to 18. 

Théâtre du Châtelet, 2 rue Edouard Colonne, 75001. Tel: 
01.40.28.28.40. www.chatelet-theatre.com. West Side Story: 
Through January 1.

Opéra Comique. 1 Place Boieledieu/5 rue Fayart, 75002. 
Tel: 01.42.44.45.45 or 08.25.00.00.58. Fax: 01.49.26.05.93. 
www.opera-comique.com  Ballets de Naverre – 18th century 
dance: December 21 to 23.

Versailles Opéra Royal. 78000 Versailles. Tel: 
01.30.83.78.89.  www.chateauversailles-spectacles.fr  
Médée & Jason : December 13 and 14. Coppelia : December 
18 to 21. Béjart Ballet Lausanne ‘Brel & Barbara’ : January 
31 to February 2. 

Museums    

Musée du Louvre.   Raphael, the last years:  Through 
January 14. Luca Penni: Through January 14. Cypres from 
the 4th to 16th centuries: Through January 28. 

Galéries nationales du Grand Palais. Bohèmes, de Leonardo 
da Vinci à Picasso: 
Through January 
6. Edward Hopper: 
Through January 28. 

Petit Palais. 
Modernisme ou 
Modernité – Gustave Le 
Gray and Photography : 
Through January 
6. Dieu(x), modes 
d’emploi: Through 
February 3. Aux creux 
de la main, la médaille en France aux XIX et XX siècles : 
December 10 to June 23. Félix Ziem : February 14 to 
August 4. 

Centre Pompidou. Salvador Dali: November 21 to 
January 2.  

Musée de Cluny. Les arts du jeu…de Babylone à l’occident 
médiéval: November 28 to March 4. 

Musée du Luxembourg. Cézanne & Paris: Through 
February 26.

Musée Maillol. Canaletto à Venise : September 19 to 
February 10.

Institut du Monde Arabe.  Contemporary Arab Art: Through 
February 3. Sheherezade & 1,001 Nights: November 27 to 
April 28.                          

Musée du Quai Branly. Aux sources de la peinture aborigène : 
Through January 20. Nigerian Art of the Benoué Valley : 

November 13 to January 27.

Musée d’Art moderne de la Ville de Paris. Art in 
Wartime (1938 - 1947) from Picasso to Dubuffet: Through 
February 17. 

Musée d’Orsay. L’Impressionisme et la mode: Through 
January 20. Victor Baltard : Through January 13. Félix 
Thiollier : November 13 to March 10. 

Musée de l’Orangerie. Chaïm Soutine : Through 
January 21. 

Musée Jacquemart-André. Venetian Masters – Canaletto 
& Guardi : Through January 14. Eugène Boudin: March 
22 to July 22.

Fondation Cartier.  Yue Minjun : November 14 to 
March 17. 

Maison Européenne de la Photographie. French 
Photography 1950 – 2000; Susan Paulsen; Sarah N.; Jean-Luc 
Tartarin : November 14 to January 13. 

Musée Carnavalet. La peinture réligieuse du XVII siècle dans 
les églises parisiennes : Through February 24. 

Decorative Arts: 
Van Cleef & Arpels : 
Through February 
10. Stars Wars Toys: 
Through March 17. 
Barroco Rococo – The 
Campana Brothers: 
Through February 
24. 

Musée de la Mode et 
du Textile: Fashioning 

Fashion – Deux siècles de mode européenne (1700 – 1915): 
December 13 to April 14.  

Jeu de Paume. Muntados, Manuel Alvarez Bravo and Filipa 
César: Through January 20. Adrian Paci; Laure Alain Guillot 
(1879 – 1962): February 26 to May 12.

Musée du Judaïsme. Jews of Algeria: Through January 27. 
Robert Capa, Chim (David Seymour) & Gerda Taro – ‘Lost’ 
negatives of the Spanish Civil War: February 27 to May 26. 

Musée Guimet. Le thé à Guimet – L’Histoire d’une boisson 
millénaire : Through January 7. 

Pinacothèque de Paris. Van Gogh et le Japonisme: Through 
March 17.    

Halle Saint Pierre. Banditi dell Arte: Through January 6. 
Modern Art & Pop Culture: January 25 to August 23. 

Jardin des Plantes. Dinosaure – La vie en grand : Through 
March 13.
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Coming in the Months Ahead: 
Paris: La Dame de Pic, Mamou, La Compagnie de Bretagne, Abri, Chic Pizzas, Pierre Sang in Oberkampf 

Rochefort: The Hermione & the Lafayette Dream, Hotel Marignan
Marseille: City of Culture 2013

La Maison Rouge. The Giuliana & Tommaso Setari Collection 
(Lewitt, Pistoletto, Richter …): Through January 13. 

Bibliothèque Richelieu. Les Rothschilds: November 20 to 
February 10. 

Cité de l’Architecture. Henri Labrouste : Through 
January 5. Vers des nouveaux logements sociaux: Through 
April 13. L’Ecole de Chaillot 1887 – 2012 : November 21 
to February 28. 

Musée Rodin. Rodin – La chair et le marbre : Through 
March 3. 

Opera
Opéra National de Paris 
Bastille, address above. La 
Fille du Régiment (Donizetti) – 
new production – Felicity Lott/
Nathalie Dessay: Through 
November 11. Tosca (Puccini): 
Through November 20. 
Carmen (Bizet) – a new 
production by Phillippe Jordan): 
December 4 to 29. La 
Khovantchina (Moussorgski): 
January 22 to February 9. 
Rheingold (Wagner): January 
29 to February 10. La 
Walkyrie (Wagner): February 
20 to March 10. Falstaffe 
(Verdi): February 27 to March 
24. Siegfriied (Wagner): March 
21 to April 15. 

Opéra National de Paris 
Garnier, address above. 
La Cenerentola (Rossini): 
November 22 to December 
26 and February 27 to March 25. Le Nain/L’Enfant et les 
Sortilèges (Von Zemlinsky/Ravel): January 23 to February 
13. 

Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, address above. Medea (Pascal 
Dusapin): November 9 and 10. Médée (Luigi Cherubini): 
December 10 to 16. La Favorite (Donizetti) new production: 
February 7 to 17. Don Giovanni (Mozart): April 26 to May 7. 

Opéra Comique. 1 Place Boieledieu/5 rue Fayart, 

75002. Tel: 01.42.44.45.45 or 08.25.00.00.58. Fax: 
01.49.26.05.93. www.opera-comique.com  Limbus 
Limbo (Gervasoni): December 3 & 4. Venus and Adonis 
(Blow) –an 18th century opera sung in English with 
French subtitles: December 12 to 15. David & Jonathas 
(Charpentier): January 14 to 24. Ciboulette (Hahn): 
February 16 to 26. 

Versailles Opéra Royal. La Cambiale du matrimonio 
(Rossini) : November 15 to 17. Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme 

(Lully/Molière): November 
19 to 20. Platée (Rameau): 
Febrary 17 to 22. 

Théâtre du Châtelet, 2 rue 
Edouard Colonne, 75001. 
Tel: 01.40.28.28.40. www.
chatelet-theatre.com. West 
Side Story: Through January 
1. Street Scene (Weill): January 
25 to 31. Le Pavillon aux 
pivoines  (classical Chinese 
Kunku Opera): February 10 
to 16. Carousel (Rogers & 
Hammerstein): March 18 to 
27.

Music & Misc.
Théâtre des Champs-
Elysées, address above.  Joyce 
DiDonato : February 8. 

Théâtre du Châtelet, 2 rue 
Edouard Colonne, 75001. 
Tel: 01.40.28.28.40. www.
chatelet-theatre.com. West 
Side Story: Through January 
1. Carousel (Rogers): March 18 
to 27.

Bercy/Palais Omnisports, 8 bd Bercy, 75012. Tel: 
08.92.39.01.00. www.bercy.fr Michel Sardou : December 
12 & 14. Shy’m : January 4. Justin Bieber : March 19. 

Palais des Sports. 1 Place de la Porte de Versailles, 75015. 
Tel: 0 825 038 039. www.palaisdessports.com  Australian 
Pink Floyd: April 2.

Raphael at the Louvre- La Donna Valeta


