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Focus on : 
 

Environment  P 2 

Animals                P 3-4 

Don’t miss   P 5 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N°1 
Dec. 2012- Jan. 2013 

Contact :  
isf.frenchproject@gmail.com 

 

 

 

OFIAN-ez vous! 

Happy holidays from the team ! 
 December yes finally! Xmas & NY! 
The end of the year… often the 
occasion to think about events that 
marked our life during the course of 
the year, make reviews, and 
resolutions. 2012 was quite an 
emotional year for OFIAN, the group 
weathered some storms, had to face 
unfair & unjustified criticisms, 
malicious gossip and pettiness… 
things always done in a mature and 
adult way of course *irony*. But 
“despite rainstorms, despite sharks, the 

boat pitched but never capsized”. 

OFIAN’s motto has always been to 
give importance to dialogue or at 
least to hope resolving tense 
situations via dialogue in an adult 
way and not like we were in a 
playground. Since this is not working 
and because life is not only short but 
too precious, we’ve decided not to 
dwell on these things, and instead to 

go forward, to focus on what we 
have  to do, and on the people who 
support the association genuinely, 
leaving the negativity to those who 
obvious relish in it. Beyond these 
moments that we will bury, 2012 
was also (TG!) the meeting of so 
many extraordinary people, warm, 
affectionate, generous, supportive, 
brilliant, and open-minded people; 
some whose youth was equaled only 
by their maturity, and let’s not 
forget that it was the year of the 
green tvd con’s idea and setting up, 
event that we hope you’ll all attend 
in 2014!   

The entire team wishes you a very 
HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON! Make the 
most of those joyful moments with 
family/friends, enjoy the happiness 
that comes with living and loving, 
and recharge your batteries to start 
the New Year in great form!  

 

The newsletter ″Ofian-ez vous″ 

 Sent to members once every 2 
months, then posted on FB and 
our website. It will contain: 
short summaries or articles 
about subjects –related to the 
environment/animals- that 
caught our attention during the 
last months, information, events 
that shouldn’t be missed, 
petitions to sign… And you won’t 
be left out since we will give 

the opportunity to 2 of you to 
write one these summaries 
every 2 months (summaries that 
will be published in the 
newsletter with your name and 
twitter name if you have one)  

So sharpen your pencil and go 
for the next issues of “Ofian-ez 
vous” !! ;) 
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Légende décrivant le graphisme ou 

l'image 

 

Environment 
 

Shale gas, everyone talks about it, but what is it? 

 

Invasive plants: the battle is still on in the Calanques 

 

1. What is it? 
* Shale gas = natural gas trapped within shale 
formations aka sedimentary rocks composed of mud 
& exhibiting varying degrees of fissility breaking into 
thin layers. The gas is trapped within the tiny pore 
spaces of shale. The rock has to be fractured to 
liberate the gas.  

2. Method to liberate the gas? 
Hydraulic fracturing (fracking): consisting in pumping 
a mixture of water, sand, and chemical additives 
down a well under pressure high enough to fracture 
the shale allowing the gas to flow to the well.  
Drilling that is vertical initially (4921- 9842 ft) turns 
horizontal at some point. 

3. Why all this interest for this gas? 
Because oil and gas supplies are getting scarce.  
Hence, many people have their eyes on  
hydrocarbons with large supplies. 

4. While shale gas fracking is banned in 
France since May 2011, the topic of shale gas 
is brought back to the forefront by the debate 
on energy transition launched by the 
government on Nov. 29, 2012  

5. Debate on shale gas, why? 
* Pro: enhance the energy independence of 
France, its economic competitiveness; reduce 
the energy bills of the population… 
* Against: impact on the environment of the 
exploitation techniques >> excessive use of 
water; risk of surface water/groundwater/ 
soil contaminations by extraction chemicals 
and waste; high volume of wastewater, some 
with radioactive materials; higher methane 
leaks during production (methane greenhouse 
power is 20 higher than CO2)… 

 

 

 

According to ONF (French National Forest Office),  
biological invasions (invasion by non-native species) 
are considered as the 2nd most important threat to 
biodiversity. This is the reason why removal 
operations are implemented every year in the 
forests of the French National Park of the 
Calanques, the 2nd most visited site of the region. 
 
3 species targeted in 2012 :  
. The prickly pear 
. The moon trefoil 
. The agave americana    
 
At the end of this year 3,968 lbs of harmul plants 
(aka 530ft3), have been removed - and transported 
via helicopter- from the domaniale forest of the 
national park of the Calanques ; the objective is to 
boost the growth of some local  species that are 
threatened by the proliferation of invasive species. 
Note that these invasive species are brought by 

men: hickers, fishermen, tourists but also  

  
 
 
 
 
inhabitants (with private gardens). 
The unique biodiversity of this site is really 
threatened. If flora is strangled by species that 
grow at great speed, fauna is also in a critical 
situation since it sees its food disappear. 
 
To make things worse, the huge number of 
people visiting the site increases the risk of 
destructive fire and the loss of marine life. 
 
For more info about the calanques of Marseille 
and the National Park:  
www.calanques13.com 
www.calanques-parcnational.fr 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

http://www.calanques13.com/
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Animals 
 

Milk…behind the scenes 

 

 

Milk is an innocent drink, alhough its production is 
far from a fairytale…The life of a dairy cow is a 
succession of insémination, pregnancy, delivery 
and lactation… 

  Forced pregnancy: To produce enough milk, a 
dairy cow must be bred and give birth to calves 
every year, from the age of 2. It is re-
inseminated artificially 3 months after giving 
birth 

 Farming conditions: 
- Confined in restricted spaces, it doesn’t see 

grazing and the sun often… 
- Intense milking by a machine even during 

pregnancy  

 Cows and milk production in France: 

 In 2008, 1 cow produced 1663.2 gal of milk 
(acc. to the FAO) 

 With selective breeding some breeds can 
produce 7.92 gal/day !  

 Cows’ health: 

 Physical suffering related to milking and 
farming conditions (hormonal treatments, teat, 
udder, foot infections…) 

 Emotional suffering: separated from its calf 
a few days after giving birth. Calves fate is 
not cool: future dairy cow (female) or 
raised for veal (male) 

 Future: Worthless to the dairy industry by 5-
6 years, direction slaughter houses… 

 
Recently, arguments encouraging milk 
consumption for health reasons have been 
questioned by some MDs, health officers, 
researchers…Whatever we may think about 
these, we just can’t remain oblivious to dairy 
cows’ fate 
What can we do ? 
Soft or drastic, the following proposals allow us 
to do something at least… 
 Decrease/stop your milk consumption 
 Choose organic dairy products 
 Use fortified plant-derived milk (soy, rice, 

oat, nuts milk)  
 Sign the different petitions asking for a 

better welfare for dairy cows like the one for 
a new European directive > 
http://www.happycows.eu/fr/sign 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shark liver oil in cosmetics?! 

 

 

Lavoisier said « nothing is lost, everything is 
transformed » this maxim resonates more than ever 
for sharks: their flesh is eaten, their fins make 
soups, their cartilage is transformed into dietary 
supplements, their teeth in jewels, skin in bags…and 
now we’re learning from the Bloom association (for 
marine conservation) that the oil produced by their 
liver is particularly valued by the cosmetics 
industry. This oil contains a lipid (the squalene) 
whose derivative called squalane is a natural 
moisturizer used in cosmetic products ranging from 
face-cream to lip gloss…Here are a few numbers to 
ponder 

 A profitable business: 

 Global demand for shark liver oil in 2012: 2000-
2200 metric tons 

 Price: $12-$15 per 2.2 lbs of liver oil ; $20,000-
$35,000 per metric ton of squalane 

 Each year 3 millions of deep-sea sharks (vulnerable 
species) are necessary to meet the needs of the 

 

 market 

 Directed fishery, removal of the liver, and 
discard at sea of the carcass 

 In Europe, the majority of squalane production 
is derived from plants. Exception: Spain, trade 
hub, can supply ¼ of the entire global shark 
liver oil market 

 Japan: world’s leading market for squalane (40% 
of global demand) 

 Reason for the ongoing use of shark squalane? 
Its price, 30% less expensive than the plant one  

 Since 2011, the origin of squalane can be 
determined (simple and not expensive test) 

 … HOWEVER since the current labelling 
regulations do not demand that the squalane 
origins be mentioned on products, the final 
consumer has no way of knowing if the product 
he buys contains shark squalane !! 
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Animals 
  

The Vet’s  waiting room 

 

For the elephants 
 

In 1989, a profound international public awareness was able to halt the 
decline of African elephants thanks to their listing in the 1st appendix of 
CITES1 (treaty protecting species against over-exploitation through 
international trade) that rendered their trade illegal. The ivory demand 
stopped immediately leading to a strong decrease in prices and a dramatic 
decline in poaching. Unfortunately, all those benefits were obliterated in 1997  

when CITES downgraded elephants from Botswana, Namibia, and Zimbabwe, listing them in the 2nd 
appendix (international trade authorized). 
Since this decision and the reopening of ivory trade restricted in 3 countries of Southern Africa, 
poaching has intensified dramatically in the entire African continent. 
The 3 following associations: Fondation Ligue Française des Droits de l'Animal, la Fondation 30 
Millions d'Amis and Ligue ROC (wildlife preservation association) got together to lead a joint 
campain called « For the elephants ». 
 
This project has several aims: 
- Raise public awareness of the dramatic increase in poaching since the reopening of ivory trade in 
1997, suggesting that an elephant alive is more profitable than a dead one; 
- Prove that the « sustainable use » of elephants’ parts or products emphasized by Southern African 
countries will inevitably lead to the extinction of the species ; 
- Obtain the end of international ivory trade by including all African elephants populations in the 1st 
appendix of CITES; 
- Demonstrate that it’s possible to reinvest revenues from ivory sales into elephants’ conservation 
while banning its international trade. 
 
Elephants’ poaching is one of Africa’s worst plagues… Many associations are still fighting for the 
decline of ivory trade. 

 

Every 2 months we’ll tell you a funny, emo or totally crazy story that took place in the  
Vet clinic where one of us works 
This time it’s Pépito that scared its owner. A small ratter dog, it arrived at the clinic  
looking crestfallen and pale (thing to be worried about: when the mucous membranes of 
animals are very pale pink, cyanosed or yellowish). The poor animal was in fact bit by a 
tick and got piroplasmosis (deadly if not treated quickly, piro is transmitted by ticks, 
these can go from one affected animal to another hence the importance of treating 
your animal!)  
Pépito was in a very bad shape and had to have a blood test that revealed a very very  
low level of red cells. Only one solution for this poor guy: a transfusion! Meaning 
that we had to find a dog over 44 lbs in good health, and with an owner who would 
want to help Pépito. 
Luckily for Pépito, one of its neighbors’ owners was touched by its story,  
and agreed to come to the clinic with Rocky (her Labrador). After an anaesthesia,  
a monitored anesthetic recovery, and some comfort food, the two dogs went back home and we’re 
sure that they will get lots of tlc after this difficult moment. 
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Don’t miss 
  

Mozilla Firefox Challenge  

 

The Green Vampire Convention, a different 
vision of a TVD convention 

 
A word about the fundraiser implemented by 
the «Ian Somerhalder Foundation» (ISF) via 
Crowdrise, fundraiser that Ofian/ISFFrance is 
supporting of course.  
For the 2nd time in a row, we decided to 
participate in the Mozilla Firefox Challenge 
to help ISF. The challenge consists in rallying 
as many people as possible around an 
organization or a non-profit to raise as many 
donations as possible before Jan 10, 2013. 
Mozilla will donate $100 000 that will be 
split between the causes of fundraisers that 
raise the most, and $50 000 to the one that 
actually raised the most. Wouldn’t it be 
awesome if ISF was winning this money? 
What a great way to start 2013, just after its 
3rd birthday. What an amazing gift to help 
them build the ISF Animal Sanctuary!  
 
In order to win, ISF needs all the help it can 
get, that’s why we’re asking you, OFIAN 
members but also supporters/friends, to 
participate in this challenge with us. The 
lowest donation required to participate is 
$10 aka 7,73 € that will be automatically 
added to ISF prize pool. At the end of the 
challenge, every donation goes to ISF 
directly. 
 
Below is the direct link to participate 
=> http://www.crowdrise.com/ianmfc/fundr
aiser/isffranceofian/updated 
 
Thanks for your support, we hope that you’ll 
join us in numbers!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’re probably aware of it OFIAN is organizing 
from May 2-4, 2014 
           in Mandelieu La Napoule 
the             (near Nice&Cannes). 

           

A TVD convention  with a « green » 
background, in partnership with ISF and others. 
Let’s be honest, we, human beings are curious but 
most of the time we’d rather have 
information/education come to us than search for 
it directly. Based on this fact and on the 
importance of environmental/animal causes which 
future depends on everybody’s involvement (youth, 
adults, elderly) we decided to organize this event 
>> 3 days mixing: 
* entertainment with the actors of the show (Q&A, 
meetings, dinner, party, and other activities) AND 
* information/education with the intervention of 
some associations (ISF rep by Kim Klingler, 
executive director, & Ian Somerhalder ; Sea 
Shepherd; ISF Germany…), their booths...  

Most of us have done conventions, who has not 
experienced the endless queues? the wandering in 
corridors? who has not spent time in a lecture hall 
with nothing to do, waiting for the next activity or 
waiting to be called, waiting again and again…and 
again…We think that instead of being frustrated or 
on the verge of despair (there’s nothing worse than 
waiting with nothing to do :S ) we could take 
advantage of this “nothing to do time” to inform 
you about  environmental/animal themes. Engage 
in conversations about important subjects but in a 
playful way. Whether ecology and animals are your 
things, you’ll learn new stuff or you’ll be moved by 
others. Sounds more interesting than staring at the 
ceiling waiting for actions no? ;) 

This con will offer the opportunity to promote ISF 
and raise funds for it. While the other tvd con 
planners are keeping all their benefits for 
themselves, OFIAN will donate 50% of hers to ISF.  

Ian and Michael Trevino will attend the event. 
Others will be announced later. 
 
The ticket store will open soon, you can take a look 
on the website in the meantime>>  
http://isf-france-ofian.org/convention-vd/ 
 
Expected: Possibility to pay all pass in 3 
instalments, discounts on transportation (plane, 
train), on accommodations…  
Many offers to help you, future participants  
 
 
 
 
 

 Conference “Sharks beyond the 
misunderstanding”, Institute of 
Oceanography of Paris: Jan 9, 2013 

 Organic Exhibition “Breathe life”, Vannes 
(56): Jan 18-20, 2013 ; Brest (29): Jan 25-27, 
2013 

  International Green week 2013, Berlin 
(Germany): Jan 18-25, 2013 

 

Mark your calendar 

 

http://www.crowdrise.com/ianmfc/fundraiser/isffranceofian/updated
http://www.crowdrise.com/ianmfc/fundraiser/isffranceofian/updated
http://isf-france-ofian.org/convention-vd/

