
William Shakespeare: 
 

Shakespeare's life 
 
 There are many gaps in the information we have about 

Shakespeare and we got most of them from his work. But as well, 

legal and church documents that have survived from the 

Elizabethan age. 
 William Shakespeare was the third child of a family of eight, 

born on April 23, 1564 in the town of Stratford-upon-Avon. His 

dad, John Shakespeare was a successful glove and leather 

merchant and his mother was a heiress. The young Shakespeare 

never went to university, but his knowledge of Latin and classical Greek tend to support that 

he attended the grammar school in Stratford. 

 About his love life, we know that he married Anne Hathaway on November 28, 1582. 

At the time, William was eighteen and Anne twenty six (and pregnant). They will havd three 

kids : Susanna, Hamnet and Judith. 

 An incredible thing is that Shakespeare totally disappeared  from all record for seven 

years, between 1585 and 1592 ! There are many theories about what happened in that time, 

but what is sure is that he finally turned up again in London. It is estimated he arrived there 

around 1588 and began to establish himself as an actor and playwright. He got really famous 

pretty early as his troupe, The Lord Chamberlain's Men, became the most successful in 

London, patronized by royalty and made popular by the theater-going public. His plays were 

published and sold, which was amazing for that time ! He was the first author such acclaim in 

the midst of his career. 

 Even though Shakespeare was not accounted wealthy by London standards, his success 

allowed him to purchase New House and retire in comfort to Stratford in 1611. That is the 

year he wrote his will, bequeathing most of his properties to his first daughter Susanna. 

 He died on his birthday, on April 23, 1616., leaving behind him a work that had never 

been equaled yet and have endured for centuries. 

 
 
 

Shakespeare's influence 
 

William Shakespeare is the most famous dramatist and poet in the whole world even today, 

five centuries after his death. Most of people know him, especially because of  Romeo and 

Juliet and Hamlet, two of the most famous plays of all times. And as Ben Jonson said in the 

preface of the First Folio: « He was not of an age, but for all time! ». 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

An incredibble power 
 

This timeless success is mostly due to 

Shakespeare's ability to summarize and represent 

humans' feelings and to put them into beautiful 

verses. 

William Shakespeare was also the most 

remarkable storyteller the world has ever known. 

Indeed, he wrote every kind of stories: tragedies, 

love stories, melodramas, comedies, history,   

adventures, fairy tales... And in every genre he was 

good, of course. This ability to sort of traduce 

people's feelings with such talent and intelligence 

makes his work immortal. His stories transcend 

time and culture. 

His tales are still adapted at modern 

times in not only literature, but also in 

movies and music. 

For example: the movie Shakespeare in 

love, and Romeo and Juliet has been 

adapted many times in movies, plays, 

and even musicals.   
 

 

 

Strong characters: 
 

Shakespeare's stories are indeed timeless. But they wouldn't be anything without the 

compelling characters they picture'. His characters, particularly his tragic heroes are 

unequalled in literature. These characters have remained popular because of their complexity, 

like Hamlet. That's also why actors consider playing Shakespeare as the most difficult and 

exciting challenge. 
 

 

Phrases well-turned: 
 

Many expressions now known and thought to be clichés are Shakespeare's creations. Indeed 

you can hear Shakespearean expressions regularly as lots of his quotes have stuck to the 

everyday language. We can quote for example the expression « to wear your heart on your 

sleeve » which is now used in many songs. Shakespeare has then stayed tattooed in general 

culture, not only literature but every kind of art. 

 
(Mary and Manon) 


