
1

www.keyweek.com t:  +33 (0)6 82 00 80 78

Unlock a Fulfilling Vacation Experience Unlike Any Other
FRENCH BASQUE COUNTRY

VACATION GUIDE BOOK



www.keyweek.com t:  +33 (0)6 82 00 80 78

CONTENTS
THE FRENCH BASQUE COUNTRY 

KEY INFORMATION

PLANNING YOUR JOURNEY

BIARRITZ

SAINT JEAN DE LUZ

BAYONNE

BIDART

GUETHARY

BASQUE VILLAGES

SAN SEBASTIAN

ACTIVITIES

EVENT CALENDAR

3 
4
4
5

10
12
14
15
16
17
19
23



www.keyweek.com t:  +33 (0)6 82 00 80 78

THE FRENCH BASQUE 
COUNTRY
At A Glance
The French Basque Country or Northern Basque Country 
situated within the western part of the French department 
of the Pyrenees-Atlantiques is delimited in the north by the 
department of Landes, in the west by the Bay of Biscay, in 
the south by the southern Basque Country and in the east by 
Béarn. Biarritz and Bayonne are its chief towns. 

In medieval times the Basque Country was a fishing and whaling 
community. Whaling was important to the region’s existence into the 17th 
century. 

Today the Basque Country is primarily a tourist destination, but still 
manages to maintain its character and steer clear of tackiness. This is 
mainly because most visitors come from nearby Spain and from the rest of 
France.

The Basque Coast boasts more than 30 km of beaches. The backcountry 
has much to offer as well, Basque villages that have remained nestled in an 
authentic countryside. And on top of it Spain is just a stone’s throw away if 
you want to go out for San Sebastian’s world-renowned tapas. In Biarritz 
and the surrounding area, you’ll be able to truly experience a surprising 
region through its cuisine, its traditions and its geography…
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Côte des Basque Beach in Biarritz

San Sebastian, Southern Basque Country, France
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KEY INFORMATION

PLANNING YOUR 
JOURNEY
By Plane
The Biarritz airport (BIQ) is located only a few miles from the 
city with direct flights from Paris, London, Dublin, Stockholm, 
Rotterdam, Geneva, Lyon, Brussels, Nice & Strasbourg.
www.biarritz.aeroport.fr

Alternatively you can fly to nearby airports:
Pau (PUF)
The Pau Airport in France is located 123 km from Biarritz with direct flights 
from London, Dublin, Amsterdam, Marseilles, Southampton and Lyon.
www.pau.aeroport.fr

San Sebastian (EAS)
The San Sebastian Airport(Spain) is located 36 km from Biarritz with direct 
flights from Madrid and Barcelona.
www.aena-aeropuertos.es

Bilbao (BIO)
The Bilbao Airport (Spain) is located 147 km from Biarritz with direct flights 
from Milan, Geneva, Madrid, Barcelona, London, Frankfurt, Paris.
www.aena-aeropuertos.es

By Train
The SNCF (French Train company) runs daily connections from any 
major city in France to Biarritz, Bayonne and Saint Jean de luz.
www.sncf.com

The Villa Belza in Biarritz

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:

www.biarritz.aeroport.fr
www.pau.aeroport.fr
www.aena-aeropuertos.es
www.aena-aeropuertos.es
www.sncf.com
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BIARRITZ
A prime destination forever branded by the passage of 
Napoleon III and the famous Eugenie, Biarritz has always been 
one of France’s most welcoming towns. A century ago, thanks 
to the Empress Eugenie, the little whaling town became a 
fashionable summer resort that, through the years, has 
stayed open to the outside world without ever losing its 
identity.

Today Biarritz is undoubtedly the only town where you can see neoprene-
clad surfers with their surf boards under their arms crossing paths with 
businessmen in suits and ties carrying towels. A funny image, yet so 
common… Open and cosmopolitan, Biarritz, the “Pearl of the Basque 
coast”, carries this mix of styles close to its heart and loves bringing 
opposites together.

Biarritz, Northern Basque Country, France

Miramar, our beach front property in Biarritz
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RESTAURANTS
Chez Albert 
The locals frequent bistro Chez Albert in the old fishing port. This seafood 
restaurant serves large portions of oysters, clams and crab large enough to fill 
anyone up. Nice views from the outdoor patio. 
Allée Port des Pêcheurs Biarritz. T +33 559 244 384

Le Santa Maria 
Welcome to the home of pirates, opposite to the rock of the Virgin, engraved in the 
rock, the Santa Maria is a very typical and warm place facing the ocean. In summer 
it is the perfect spot to sample local specialties and tapas while watching the sunset. 
Esplanade du Port Vieux. T +33 559 249 225

Café Jean 
Located in the vibrant neighborhood of “Les Halles”, the Café Jean offers 
real “Pintxos” (Tapas) as well as traditional Spanish cuisine and regional 
dishes. Whether it’s noon or midnight, there is no better way to soak up the 
neighborhood’s busting atmosphere than over a delicious meal at Café Jean.
13 rue des Halles Biarritz. T +33 559 248 038

Le Clos Basque 
Located near Town Hall in a narrow street, the restaurant is discreet. Its cuisine is a 
beautiful medley of traditional dishes and home made deserts. Excellent value for 
money.
12 rue Louis Barthou Biarritz. T +33 559 242 496

Chez Ospi 
Chez Ospi is a lovely restaurant with reasonably priced and beautifully presented 
dishes with a trendy atmosphere. Helpful waiters can easily translate the French 
parts of the menu into English.
6 rue Jean Bart Biarritz. T +33 559 246 498

Il Giardino 
Serving up traditional fresh and delicious Italian dishes, Il Giardino recreates a true 
Italian dining experience. 
5 rue du Centre. T +33 559 221 641

Le Surfing 
Le Surfing is a chic restaurant facing the dazzling Côte des Basque beach. Food 
is simple and tasty, appreciate fish specialties to home made burgers and 
sandwiches; while contemplating the Sunset. A very stylish and laid back dining 
experience. 
9 boulevard du Prince de Galles Biarritz. T +33 559 247 872

BIARRITZ
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CAFES
Milwaukee Café 
Two Americans, Wendy & Emily, mother and daughter, share their passion for 
home made American bakery, the finest teas and delicious coffee in the purest 
American tradition.
47 rue Gambetta Biarritz. T +33 680 014 959

Miremont  
Miremont welcomes you to an age-old setting; 2 cosy floors in a 17th century 
building, dedicated to excellence. Every day, the exceptional ocean view enhances 
the delight of those who share a passion for rare teas, hot chocolate topped with 
Chantilly (a house specialty) and pastries - all well loved by gourmets. 
Place Bellevue Biarritz. T +33 559 244 797

DRINKING
L’Art Noa 
L’Art Noa is a stylish Wine Bar that boasts a wide range of premium wines. Cool 
down with the locals over a glass of Chardonnay or a bottle of Bordeaux, along with 
tasty tapas and local produces.
56 rue Gambetta, T + 33 559 247 887

L’Arena Café 
Beachfront bar at the “Port Vieux”, the Arena Café offers you a 650 m2 terrace 
overlooking the small beach Port Vieux. In a modern, sleek decor, the bar tender 
makes cocktails and memorable Mojito’s.
Plage du Port Vieux, T + 33 559 248 898

Le Red Café 
With a wide range of dishes and an even wider selection of drinks, Red Café is 
where people converge to watch Rugby games. Drink and be merry all through the 
night at this lively corner. 
9 avenue du Maréchal Foch, T + 33 559 242 102

Le Ventilo Café
Le Ventilo Caffé, with its kitsch art deco interior, attracts locals and trend conscious 
visitors alike. Good for an aperitif, or just to meet people. Come back here in the 
evening for some good DJ’s and dancing. 
30 bis rue Mazagran, T +33 559 243 142

BIARRITZ
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SIGHT-SEEING
The Lighthouse
The best view of the town is from the “Phare” the 240ft lighthouse to the north of 
the beach. The 248 steps are worth it for the glorious sight of golden beaches and 
the Pyrenees.
Open Sat-Sun 3-7pm

Plateau de l’Atalaye
The views of the Atlantic waves crashing over the cliffs below are dramatic. This is 
where the whale watchers would have been on the lookout. A statue of the Virgin 
Mary, raised in 1865, perches on one of the cliffs. Nearby is the quaint Place Ste-
Eugénie square and the old fishing port Port des Pêcheurs.

Sainte Eugenie Church
This Chappelle Imperial built for Empress Eugenie, boasts an intricately decorated 
roof interior, and elegant wall tiling. She also built a palace on the beach, which is 
now the Hôtel du Palais.

The Virgin’s Rock
It was Napoleon III’s idea to hollow out this stone, which is surround by reef. 
Today, it is linked to the coast by a metal footbridge made at the Eiffel workshops. 
It is inaccessible in rough weather as big waves cover the road surface. There is 
a beautiful walk along the slightly sloping ramps shaded by tamarisks, as you 
continue towards the Grande Plage.

Musée de la Mer
The Musée de la Mer in Biarritz is a great place to take your family with an 
impressive marine display. The diverse sea life is portrayed in an elegant and 
entertaining manner. A new edition to the family is eagle rays measuring 90 cm in 
width. They share their tank with about 30 sharks, barracudas and many more. 
Plateau Atalaye Biarritz. T + 33 559 223 334
www.museedelamer.com

BIARRITZ
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ENTERTAINMENT/CULTURE
Casino
The Art Deco Casino Municipal contains a hall full of 180 fruit machines, a table 
games room (roulette, Black Jack), a beachfront café, as well as a disco, a show 
room, and a ballroom!
1 avenue Edouard VII Biarritz. T + 33 559 227 777

Gare du Midi (Theatre)
The main theatre in Biarritz is the Gare du Midi, hosting daily shows including plays, 
rock concerts and ballet. 
Avenue du Maréchal Foch Biarritz

Le Royal (Cinema)
The Royal movie theatre plays english versions movies.
8 avenue du Maréchal Foch Biarritz. +33 559 244 562

SHOPPING
Les Halles
Enjoy the lively and vibrant atmosphere the Biarritz market has to offer and discover 
the finest products of the Basque Country. 
12 rue Broquedis Biarritz
Open Daily from 7am until 1 pm.

Maison Adam Macarons
Deliciously soft and melting the Maison Adam’s macarons have been delighted the 
gourmets for over three centuries. 
27 Place George Clemenceau Biarritz. T + 33 559 242 168
www.macarons-adam.com

Paries Kanougas
The oldest house specialty a soft caramel and chocolate fondant was created in 
1905. Inspired by the social life of Biarritz in the beginning of this century when 
the Russian grand dukes fed the society column, the talented chocolatier chooses 
to baptize this little caramel “Kanouga.” Gorgeously enriched with walnuts or 
hazelnuts, flavored coffee and vanilla, Kanouga is a world of subtlety. Described by 
the New York Press as “the world’s best Caramel!”
1 Place Bellevue Biarritz. T + 33 559 220 752
www.paries.fr

Henriet Raspberry Tarts
Master chocolatier since 1946, Henriet Chocolate and Pastry Shop is institution and 
boasts one of Biarritz hidden treasure: the Raspberry Tarts. 
26 Place George Clemenceau Biarritz. T +33 559 242 415
www.chocolaterie-henriet.com

BIARRITZ
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SAINT-JEAN-DE-LUZ
Easily one of the most attractive cities in the Basque 
Country, from its cozy beach to its alluring downtown, Saint-
Jean-de-Luz is a jewel in the Basque Country. This pretty 
small beach city is just dripping with charm, from its port 
lined with colorful boats to its boutique shops selling surfing 
gear and lessons year-round.

Saint-Jean-de-Luz is the last major town before heading south into Spain. 
The small city has an endearing and inviting charm to it, with delightful 
squares, quaint pedestrian shopping area and the covered market all equal 
a visit that is sure to be unforgettable.

Infanta of Spain’s House in Saint Jean de luz

10

Fishing harbor in Saint Jean de luz
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RESTAURANTS
Kaiku 
Chef Nicolas Borombo welcomes you to the oldest house in Saint-Jean-de-Luz 
dating from the sixteenth century. Discover its market cuisine in a modern and 
refined chic but casual.
17 rue de la République Saint Jean de luz. T +33 559 261 320

L’Acalde l’Ecailler
At l’Alcade l’Ecailler, you will discover a delicious cuisine that combines the delights 
of the sea and the Basque culture. Basque culinary specialties and seafood platters 
will make you travel during a gastronomic journey.
22 rue de la République Saint Jean de luz. T +33 559 268 944

Pigeon Blancs
The restaurant white pigeon founded in 1940, welcomes you in a warm and 
friendly atmosphere. Enjoy in an authentic atmosphere, a few of the house 
specialties prepared with fresh fish and seasonal produces. 
8 rue de la République Saint Jean de luz. T +33 559 2698 42

NIGHT LIFE
Pub des Corsaires
16 rue de la République Saint Jean de luz, T +33 559 261 074

Bar le Duke
8 rue Vincent Barjonnet Saint Jean de luz. T +33 559 511 296

SIGHT-SEEING
Place Louis XIV
A pleasant pedestrianized square in town, here you will find La Maison Louis XIV, 
where the famous monarch spent the last few days of his bachelorhood before 
marrying Spanish princess Marie-Thérèse in the nearby Eglise St.-Jean-Baptiste. You 
can take half-hour guided tours of the house, or simply sit and people watch in the 
square on a sunny afternoon.

Musée Grevin 
The Musée Grévin, illustrates the history of the city of Saint Jean de Luz with wax 
statues of his most important characters. Native of the city, crowned heads and 
illustrious names of passage from Mazarin to Louis XIV through some “figures” of 
sailors or pirates are placed in reconstructions of sets of the time. 
3 rue Mazarin Saint Jean de luz. T +33 559 512 488

SHOPPING
Rue Gambetta
The Rue Gambetta is an authentic pedestrianized street in St.-Jean-de-Luz is home 
to shops and boutiques selling everything from tacky tourist wares to salt water taffy 
and stylish clothes.

SAINT-JEAN-DE-LUZ
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Bay of Saint Jean de luz, Northern Basque Country, France
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Old Town in Bayonne

BAYONNE
Bayonne means ‘the good river’. And indeed the wide estuary 
of the River Adour, into which leaks the smaller River Nive, in 
a sense still defines the town. 

The pair establish a watery boundary for “Petit Bayonne” with its narrow 
streets, attractive riverside buildings clad in red and green shutters, student 
bars and shoals of waterside restaurants. Here, Euskara (Basque Language) 
is spoken almost as much as French. Grand Bayonne is the commercial and 
civic hub, with small-pedestrianized streets packed with shops, plus the 
cathedral and Hotel de Ville (Town Hall).

Bayonne is the emblematic city of the Basque Country, proud of its 
traditions and gastronomy! In addition to its yummy chocolates, Bayonne is 
famous for its marzipan and prime smoked ham. 

Incidental fact, if you’re prepared to believe tradition: the baïonnette 
(bayonet) was developed here in the early 17th century.

12

Adour river in Bayonne
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RESTAURANTS
Chez Martin 
Chez Martin feels like home and it is not a coincidence. Discover a savory bistro 
cuisine in a trendy and friendly setting. We love it!
29 route d’Espagne Bayonne. T + 33 559 578 441

Pantxo
This authentic bistro serves a delicious traditional Basque cuisine.
Halles Centrales. T +33 559 461 212

Peniche Talaia
Delicious creative cuisine along with some fantastic views of Bayonne served in this 
barge turned into a restaurant. Welcome onboard!
Quai Pedros Bayonne. T +33 559 440 884

SIGHT-SEEING
Sainte Marie Cathedral
The Cathedral Sainte-Marie is an imposing, elegant Gothic building, rising over the 
houses, glimpsed along the narrow streets. It was constructed in the 12th and 13th 
centuries. The south tower was completed in the 16th century but the cathedral 
was only completed in the 19th century with the north tower. The cathedral is noted 
for its charming cloisters. There are other details and sculptures of note, although 
much was destroyed in the Revolution.

SHOPPING
One delight of the Petit Bayonne (Old Part of Town) is 
the number of small, independent shops. In an hour’s window-
shopping in Bayonne you will find a fantastic variety of small independent shops. 
The two main streets in Petit Bayonne are rue Pannecau and rue des Cordeliers 
featuring specialist cheese shops, grocers and a serious outbreak of chocolate, 
confectionery and cake shops giving people the chance to sample some of the local 
atmosphere.

BAYONNE

13

Sainte Marie Cathedral in Bayonne
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BIDART
Bidart, 3 minutes South of Biarritz has kept the charm 
of a small village with typical Basque heritage (chapels, 
fronton, houses labourdines). Beautiful verdant cliffs 
dominate its beaches (6 beaches 5 km of coastline); 
Bidart feels like a countryside village among its major 
urban neighbors that are Biarritz and Saint Jean de Luz.

In Bidart, you can explore the local architectural heritage, tickle your 
taste buds and also enjoy all kinds of activities (surfing, body-board, 
golf, tennis, Basque pelota, horseback riding, hiking).

RESTAURANTS
La Crampotte
An authentic & friendly place nestled in an untouched nature that offers local 
dishes. 
Rue Erretegia Bidart. T + 33 559 269 527

La Pizzeria
La Pizzeria is an Italian restaurant offering quality pizzas and delicious Italian dishes. 
Located in the heart of the village, this family restaurant boasts magnificent views of 
the Pyrenees from the terrace.
Rue Erretegia Bidart. T + 33 559 548 245

Bela Gorri
Creative food, fantastic terrace, Bela Gorri is a chic place to enjoy a good meal. If 
you enjoy a contemporary, refined yet relax atmosphere this lounge restaurant is 
for you. 
Plage de L’Uhabia Bidart. T + 33 559 477 973

A view from Sunset, our villa in Bidart

Bidart, Northern Basque Country, France

14
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GUÉTHARY
Guéthary has existed as a small fishing village since the 
early 12th century. It became famous for hunting whales 
in the 13th century. Today the fishermen port took 
practically the look of a marina. A truck farming here and 
a field of corn there, still remind the agricultural activity. 

Guéthary also hosts some of the Basque Coast best restaurants & bars 
and is a worldwide famous surf town.

RESTAURANTS
Heteroclito 
Heteroclito is a unique place to eat a delicious and inventive world cuisine in a very 
relaxed atmosphere. 
Chemin de la Plage  64210 Guéthary. T + 33 559 549 892

Kafé Loco
At Kafé Loco the menu looks 
like a postcard: inspired 
from Celine and Stephane’s travel 
memories. This exotic blend is perfectly located 
within a real train station, in the 
former apartment of the station 
master : the outlook on the ocean 
is just perfect… so is the view on 
the platform! 
94 rue du Comte de Swiecinski Guéthary. T +33 559 265 744

Le Madrid
Located in the heart of the village, Le Madrid offers a bistro cuisine combining 
simplicity, modernity and liveliness, showcasing fresh produce. Breakfast on 
the sun terrace overlooking the village plat du jour at lunchtime, drink formula 
(charcuterie board or foie gras accompanied by a bottle of wine) and dinner facing 
the sunset on the terrace overlooking the sea
563 Avenue de General de Gaulle Guéthary. T +33 559 265 212

SIGHT-SEEING
The Terrace
If whales disappeared from the horizon, the “terrace” remains a grateful passage 
and a privileged point to contemplate the ocean.
In the shade of tamaris, you can watch the surfers evolving on the famous wave 
of Parlementia, the natural beaches of the village and a sublime panorama of the 
coast from Biarritz to the Spanish Basque Country.

Guethary, Northern Basque Country, France
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BASQUE VILLAGES
The backcountry much to offer as well… Basque villages 
that have remained nestled in an authentic countryside, 
beautiful hikes in the Pyrenees, astonishing landscape & 
architecture, and of course amazing restaurants…

ESPELETTE
Espelette is a village that has, over time, preserved its authenticity with its beautiful 
houses, the recently restored castle, its church, and architecture. Espelette is also 
known for its chili. Espelette pepper is considered a fragile plant that requires a 
lot of heat and sun. Traditionally, the strings of peppers are hung on the facades 
of houses to dry. In cooking, this spice replaces pepper spice and is now used by 
many renown Chefs worldwide.
Every year, Espelette celebrates its pepper the last weekend of October. 

Restaurant: Hôtel Euzkadi 
This old inn has been transformed under the led of five generations and is located 
in the heart of the village. The hotel Euzkadi has remained faithful to its authenticity. 
Auxtin and the team will make you discover all the richness of their food. 
285 Karrika Nagusia Espelette, T +33 559 939 188

ASCAIN
This charming village, with typical Basque architecture is crossed by the Nivelle 
and dominated by three peaks: Bizkarzun, and Esnaur Larrun said Rhune (905 m). 
From Ascain, many hikes or strolls are possible. In the village center, the Jai Alai and 
Fronton remind us that Ascain is the home of many Basque Pelota Champs. The 
village has also inspired Churchill who painted a watercolor there.

SARE
Sare has been elected one of the most beautiful villages of France. In Sare “you 
got time”, this is the slogan of this village wedged at the bottom of the legendary 
mountains of Axuria and La Rhune where traditions, (the party), sport or smuggling, 
have gone through the ages.

Restaurant: Olhabidea
Welcome to Olhabidea! This large house built in the 16th century; nestled in the 
heart of a large garden itself bordered by a river, During a break in this restaurant 
you can enjoy the tranquility and hospitality venues.
Chemin Sainte Catherine, Sare. T+33 (0)5 59 54 21 85

16

Basque Village, Northern Basque Country, France
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SAN SEBASTIAN
The Kings and Queens of Spain chose San Sebastian as the 
royal seaside resort just as Napoleon III and the Empress 
Eugenie chose Biarritz. 

Today San Sebastian remains a brilliant and seductive city, a cultural hub 
of the Basque Country. Upon entering the city’s “old quarter” it becomes 
immediately evident why the cuisine of Northern Spain is gracing the pages 
of the glossy travel and fashion magazines. Here, on the narrow pedestrian 
streets are located the famous “tapas” bars. Over one hundred such 
establishments open daily, their counters overflowing with delicious local 
“pintxos” or “tapas.”

RESTAURANTS
Bokado 
This elegant restaurant is located at the Aquarium, in a modern building at the foot of 
Mount Urgull. The guest will be able to enjoy spectacular views of La Concha beach 
and the city. They offer exquisite cuisine d’auteur based on traditional Basque cuisine, 
paying close attention to even the slightest detail. They also offer an extensive variety of 
pintxos, tapas, and portions.
1 Plaza Jacques Cousteau Donostia-San Sebastian, T +34 943 431 842

Arzak 
Arzak is probably the ultimate gourmet experience the Basque Country has to offer. This 
Michelin restaurant is shown beyond his perfectionist cuisine – reflected in a myriad of 
light touches from the design and decoration to the premises.
273 Avda. Alcalde Jose Elosegui Donostia San Sebastian, T +34 943 278 465

SIGHT-SEEING
Old Town “Parte Vieja”
The Parte Vieja (Old Part) is the traditional core area of the city. After the end of 
Franco’s dictatorship, scores of bars sprang up all over the Old Part which are very 
popular with the locals and the tourists. Most current buildings trace back to the 19th 
century, erected thanks to the concerted effort and determination of its dwellers after 
allied forces of Spain looted and burnt down the town (1813). There is a small fishing 
and recreation port, with two-floor picturesque houses lined under the front-wall of 
the mount Urgull. 

The seaside cityscape of San Sebastian
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TAPAS BARS
La Cepa
La Cepa is one of those establishments which doesn´t need any introduction at 
all. Since 1948 when it opened its doors it has become one of the obligatory stops 
for the popular “poteo” (having wines from one bar to another). You will enjoy the 
hams and the typical little pans of octopus made in the Galician and homemade 
meatballs are a real classic on the menu.
31 Calle de Agosto Donostia-San Sebastian, T +34 943 426 394

Gandara
Bar Ganbara uses tiny croissants to enclose many of its pintxos, such as ham, 
pate, anchovies or chorizo. During autumn, grilled cèpes (wild mushrooms) are a 
specialty.
21 Calle San Jeronimo Donostia-San Sebastian, T +34 943 422 575

Tamboril
Bar Tamboril at the corner of the plaza de la Constitución in the old part of San 
Sebastián is excellent. Try their tasty calamares (squid) or their delicious gambas 
a la gabardina (prawns fried in batter). As for drinks, go for a traditional Rioja or a 
cider. 
2 Calle De Pescaderia Donostia-San Sebastian, T +34 943 423 507

SPA & BEAUTY
La Perla
The Spa “La Perla” is a genuine heir of the belle époque of San Sebastian. More 
than one century ago, the queen Maria Cristina established the royal summerhouse 
in this city. Sea baths were considered to be a fine pleasure by holidaymakers, a 
pleasure that combined therapy, relax and wellness. In La Concha beach, which 
had been awarded with the title of “Royal Beach”, La Perla was inaugurated. The 
newspapers of the time described the new resort as one of the most beautiful of 
the world. Through its facilities, La Perla del Oceano offered health and serenity. 
Paseo de la Concha Donostia-San Sebastian, T +34 943 458 856
www.la-perla.net

SHOPPING
Known for its rich Basque culture, shops in San Sebastian 
reflect this impressive heritage and many excellent 
shopping districts can be found throughout the city of San 
Sebastian.

Ranging from designer labels to independent fashion boutiques, many of the best 
shops and shopping centers in San Sebastian are concentrated in the heart of the 
city.

San Sebastian offers a large range of gift shops, selling local souvenirs and 
postcards, with one of the largest selections of shopping opportunities located in 
the busy Parte Vieja district, with further notable shops standing along the streets of 
Calle Narrica and Calle Puerto.

San Sebastian City Hall–built in 1897

SAN SEBASTIAN

www.la-perla.net
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ACTIVITIES
SURFING
In 1957, the surfing world first discovered the waves of 
Biarritz. In the 50 years that followed, surfing became 
such a part of the local culture that the words surfing and 
Biarritz are now almost synonymous. 
Today surfing has widened the resort’s appeal to a 
younger generation and Biarritz the glamorous birthplace 
of French surfing is renown for its reliable surf and has 
been hosting world pro events for decades.

Hendaye beach - Hendaye
This is the answer when everything else is closing out. A long stretch of average 
beach breaks offers a wide choice of peaks; usually better close to the casino or the 
south jetty. The place is is perfect for beginners, which attracts and amazing number 
of surf-schools. The two rocks to the N hold a solid right that requires patience.
Level: All surfers    Tides: High tides    Seabed: Sand

Les Alcyons - Guethary
Down the road, on the south side of Guethary Harbor, you’ll find Alcyons, a short 
but powerful left that holds swell up to 4m (12ft). A heavy current dominates at 
mid tide and a shallow bottom means these are best left to expert surfers. Needs a 
large North swell.
Level: Experimented surfers    Tides: Mid to low tides    Seabed: Reef

Parlementia - Guethary
With the right board, skills and conditions, the reef break of Parlementia can be 
ridden up to 5m (20ft). This is where a handful of experienced locals ride the 
biggest waves in the country. Others can enjoy the show. 
Level: Experimented surfers    Tides: Mid to high tides    Seabed: Reef

Central beach - Bidart
The central beach is often crowded with the surf club members but it does have 
some heavenly days. L’Uhabia, on the other hand is visible from the N10, and 
breaks better on high tides.
Level: All surfers    Tides: All tides    Seabed: Sand

Côte des Basques - Biarritz
The birthplace of Europe’s surfing scene remains popular with longboarders and 
beginners enjoying mellow walls sheltered from northern winds.
To the South are some reefs worth checking out for shortboarders. No beach on 
high tide.
Level: All surfers    Tides: Low to Mid tides    Seabed: Sand

Grande Plage - Biarritz
The Basque Coast’s chic city beach receives fewer swells than Anglet but handles a 
very large variety of conditions. Rocks on the south part of the beach contribute to 
the beauty of the site while shaping the banks and blocking S winds.
Level: All surfers    Tides: Low to Mid tides    Seabed: Sand

Sables d’Or – Anglet
A very central area to check the surf, with waterfront parking spots, surf shops and 
restaurants. Lifeguards monitor a swimming area along the right jetty in summer, 
which further reduces the surfing zone.
Level: All surfers    Tides: Low to Mid tides    Seabed: Sand

Les Cavaliers - Anglet
In season there’s often over 100 surfers in the water here, either looking for tubes 
rivaling those of Hossegor or simply something to surf when everywhere else is flat.
Level: Experimented surfers    Tides: Low to Mid tides    Seabed: Sand

La Gravière - Hossegor
Sited on an old gravel pit, this is the legendary Hossegor tube spot. Dredging 
the river mouth affected wave quality but it is back with a vengeance, hosting 
pro-surfing competitions in huge conditions. Heavy, thick-lipped beasts, breaking 
perilously close to shore and often closing out, snapping more boards than just 
about anywhere.
Level: Experimented surfers    Tides: All tides    Seabed: Sand

Surfers on the Côte des Basque
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GOLFING
Biarritz golf courses are ideally situated between 
the mountains and the sea to offer excellent playing 
conditions throughout the year due to the particularly 
mild climate; a fantastic environment that has made their 
reputation along with friendly and convivial atmosphere. 
In fact, you probably didn’t know that golf in continental 
Europe started in Aquitaine and Biarritz Le Phare (founded 
1889) was the second Golf in Europe! In one century, 
Biarritz has entered the legend of golfing and other 
reputed courses have been created in the area. Today, 
there are 10 courses within a radius of 20km around 
Biarritz.

Le Phare – Biarritz
Designed and built in 1889 by the architect, Willie Dunn, the 18-hole Biarritz Le 
Phare golf course is set in the heart of the town amidst superb surroundings. It 
remains not only an example of the history of golf in France but also bears the 
tradition of the origins of golf in the Basque country. Throughout the years it has 
remained truly British, both technically and in its style by blending perfectly with the 
landscape. 
2 Avenue Edith Cavell Biarritz. T +33 559 037 180
www.golfbiarritz.com

Ilbarritz – Bidart
Ilbarritz is a 9-holes course of which the beauty is now well-known, that allows you 
to immediately test game conditions. Ilbarritz, moreover, has golf schools among 
the most prestigious and numerous pros that offer courses to suit individual 
lessons, advices and all types of training...
Avenue du Chateau Bidart. T +33 559 438 130
www.golfilbarritz.com

Chiberta – Anglet
A magnificent walk on the coast protects the links from the beach and prevents 
fairways close to the shore from becoming covered by the sand after storms. 
Nineteen years after its creation, Chiberta is still the jewel in the crown when it 
comes to playing golf in the Basque Country.
104 Bd des plages Anglet. T +33 559 525 110
www.golfchiberta.com

Chantaco – Saint Jean de luz
Since 1928 many golfers have shared their passion for the game in this historic 
club set in the heart of the Basque country. The course designed by Harry Colt is a 
great test for all golfers, requiring accuracy and strategy, and players can enjoy the 
wonderful parkland environment in the foothills of the Pyrenees. Chantaco remains 
a very unique club thanks to the family and sport spirit that has been preserved 
since its origins.
Route d’Ascain Saint Jean de luz. T +33 559 261 422
www.chantaco.com

La Nivelle – Ciboure
Built in 1907, the Golf de la Nivelle in Ciboure provides the beauty of the sea, the 
view of the port of Saint-Jean-de-Luz and the fullness of the mountain. Nivelle is not 
easy; it requires very precise second shots, the greens are often very steep and you 
will sometimes feel uncomfortable because of the hilly course.
Place William Sharp Ciboure. T +33 559 471 899
www.golfnivelle.com

Golf d’Arcangues – Arcangues
The Golf d’Arcangues was created in the 1990’s by Guy and Jean d’Arcangues on the 
family property that surrounds the Chateau and the village of Arcangues. Just ten 
minutes from Biarritz, the Golf d’Arcangues offers a nice balance of woodland holes 
and holes through open country with beautiful views of the Basque countryside and 
the Pyrenees.
Chemin Jorequiborda Arcangues. T +33 559 431 056
www.golfdarcangues.com

ACTIVITIES

Ilbaritz Golf Course, Biarritz

www.golfchiberta.com
www.chantaco.com
www.golfnivelle.com
www.golfdarcangues.com
www.golfbiarritz.com
www.golfilbarritz.com
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Makila Golf Club – Bassussary
Surrounded by beautiful oak, designed in large spaces, it offers wide fairways, with 
holes distinct from each other. The American architect Rocky Roquemore has put 
in a division stylish harmony in a natural grand, hilly and wooded for golfers of all 
levels to be at ease.
Route de Cambo Bassussary. T+33 559 584 242
www.makilagolfclub.com

Golf de Seignosse – Seignosse
Designed by the American Architect Robert Van Hagge, the 18 hole par 72 (6129m) 
Golf de Seignosse has a legendary reputation which will not deceive even the most 
demanding golfers. Voted best golf course in France by the Association of British 
Tour Operators to France and 15th European golf course by the magazine Golf 
World, the Golf de Seignosse is a true work of art recognized by the best players. 
The course winds through the forest, surrounded by majestic pine and oak trees, a 
pleasure to play for all golfers.
Avenue du Belvedere Seignosse. T +33 558 416 830
www.bluegreen.com/seignosse

HIKING
You have to “take to the hills” to have an idea of the 
incredible diversity the terrain of the Western Pyrenees 
has to offer: rolling hillsides, peaceful green valleys, the 
contrast of colors, the unity of the architecture and the 
always-strange sounding Basque language. No folklore 
here or tourist attractions, just a country and its people 
authentic and profound. Here are a few of the most renown hikes 
in the Basque Country.

La Rhune- Ascain
Height: 900 m
Length: 10.3 km

Artzamendi – Espelette
Height: 910 m
Length: 13.3 km

Col de Lizarrieta - Sare
Height: 442 m
Length: 9.1 km

ACTIVITIES

Pyrenees, Nothern Basque Country, France

21

www.makilagolfclub.com
www.bluegreen.com/seignosse


www.keyweek.com t:  +33 (0)6 82 00 80 78

MUSEUMS
Le Musée de la mer – Biarritz
The Musée de la Mer in Biarritz is a great place to take your family with an 
impressive marine display. The diverse sea life is portrayed in an elegant and 
entertaining manner. A new edition to the family is eagle rays measuring 90 cm in 
width. They share their tank with about 30 sharks, barracudas and many more. 
Plateau Atalaye Biarritz. T + 33 559 223 334
www.museedelamer.com

Le Cité de l’Océan – Biarritz
The Cité de l’Océan can answer questions like:  Where does the water in the 
oceans come from? Did Atlantis really exist? Would we be here if the Ocean never 
existed?  More than one of your senses will be engaged in the fun journey toward 
learning about the depths of the ocean. 3D animations and interactive devices will 
guide you on your way.
1 Avenue de la plage. T + 33 559 227 540
www.citedelocean.com

The Basque Museum - Bayonne
The Musée Basque is the finest ethnographic museum of the entire Basque 
Country. It opened in 1922 but has been closed for a decade recently for 
refurbishment. It now has special exhibitions on Basque agriculture, seafaring and 
phandicrafts and Basque history and way of life.
37 Quai Corsaires Bayonne. T +33 559 590 898
www.musee-basque.com

Grevin Museum - Saint Jean de luz
The Musée Grévin, illustrates the history of the city of Saint Jean de Luz with wax 
statues of his most important characters. Native of the city, crowned heads and 
illustrious names of passage from Mazarin to Louis XIV through some “figures” of 
sailors or pirates are placed in reconstructions of sets of the time. 
3 rue Mazarin Saint Jean de luz. T +33 559 512 488

Guggenheim – Bilbao
The Guggenheim Museum Bilbao of modern and contemporary art features 
permanent and visiting exhibits of works by Spanish and international artists. The 
building itself has been most frequently named as one of the most important works 
completed since 1980 in the 2010 World Architecture Survey among architecture 
experts
2 Abandoibarra Etorbidea Bilbao. T +34 944 359 000
www.guggenheim-bilbao.es

Abadia Castle – Hendaye
The Château-Observatory Abbadia is an enchanting highlight, overhanging the 
sheer clives of Hendaye in the middle of a moor, built between 1864 and 1879 by 
Viollet le Duc for Antoine d’Abbadie, ethnologist, geographer, scientist...
Route de la Corniche. T+33 559 200 451
www.chateau-abbadia.fr

ACTIVITIES

La cité de l’océan, Biarritz
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Tamborrada – San Sebastian
January 20th
Every year on 20 January the people of the city of San Sebastián, (Spain) celebrate 
a festival known as the “Tamborrada”. At midnight, in the Konstituzio Plaza in the 
”Parte Vieja” (Old Town), the mayor raises the flag of San Sebastián. For 24 hours, 
day and night, the entire city is awash with the sound of drums. The adults, dressed 
as cooks and soldiers, march in different companies across various parts of the city 
with different schedules. The celebration finishes at midnight when the city flag is 
lowered at various locations, while the main meeting point remains the Konstituzio 
Plaza.

Foire au Jambon – Bayonne
Late March
Established since 1426, the “Foire au Jambon” (Ham Fair) begins thursday before 
Easter and lasts until Sunday. On the floor of the Halles (Market), the producers 
present their finest products and a contest for the best ham is organized.

Bibi Beaurivage – Biarritz
May 1st
The “Bibi Beaurivage” neighbourhood in Biarritz celebrates its anniversary every 
year in May. This event is considered by the “Biarrots” the festivities of the city; 3 
days of fun involving music concerts, cooking contests, and street food.

World Music Day – Bayonne
June 21st
The idea of the World Music Day was conceptualized first in France in 1976. This 
all-night music celebration to mark the beginning of the summer solstice first 
took place in 1982 in Paris. Since then, it has become a worldwide phenomenon 
with over 32 countries worldwide having their own celebrations in their own way, 
regardless of the season. 

Saint John Festival – Saint Jean de luz
Late June
The population is dressed in red and black, the colors of the city, which celebrates 
its saint patron (Saint John). Concerts, activities for children, street food, Basque 
Pelota games, fireworks… the perfect introduction to summertime!

Casetas – Biarritz
3rd week of June
Down on the boardwalk of the Côte des Basques beach, when the sun reaches the 
horizon, the 15 stalls offer tapas and drinks feet in the water with the sunset as 
background. From bar to bodegas, enjoy 5 colorful nights of hot rhythms…

San Fermin – Pamplona
July 6th – 14th
The festival of San Fermin in the city of Pamplona (Spain) is a deeply rooted 
celebration held annually from 12:00, 6 July to midnight 14 July. While its most 
famous event is the “encierro”, or the running of the bulls, which happens at 
8:00 am from July 7th to July 14th, the week long celebration involves many other 
traditional and folkloric events. It has become probably the most internationally 
renowned fiesta in Spain. Over 1,000,000 people come to watch this festival. (3rd 
biggest festivities worldwide)

BBK Live - Bilbao
July 11th-12th-13th
Bilbao BBK Live is a rock and pop music festival that takes place annually in the city 
of Bilbao, Spain. The festival was nominated for “Best Foreign Festival” at the UK 
Festival Awards in 2010 and 2011 and for “Best Medium-Sized European Festival” at 
the European Festivals Awards three consecutive times in 2009-2011.

Bastille Day - Biarritz
July 14th
Celebrated on July 14th, Bastille Day is the French national day. Setting the storming 
of the Bastille in 1789 as an essential part of the French History. The 14th July 
has become a major public holiday, traditionally considered as the symbol of the 
French Revolution. Expect military parades, public speeches and fireworks, but also 
convivial gatherings in all cafés and restaurants!

EVENTS CALENDAR

DECEMBER-MARCH MARCH-JUNE JUNE-SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER
WINTER SPRING SUMMER AUTUMN
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DECEMBER-MARCH MARCH-JUNE JUNE-SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER
WINTER SPRING SUMMER AUTUMN

Fêtes de Bayonne - Bayonne
Last Wednesday of July
The Fêtes de Bayonne is a series of festivals that last 5 days and always starts the 
Wednesday before the first Sunday of August. They are the largest festivals in 
France. In the eighties, participants started to dress in white with a red scarf and a 
red belt after the colors of the city of Pamplona. Today it has become the 5th biggest 
festivities worldwide and the entire town shuts down for locals and travelers from 
all over the world to enjoy the fun.

Semana Grande - San Sebastian
Mid August
During the week commencing 15th August, the Virgin’s Day, this fiesta is held, 
combining the International Firework Competition right in the middle of La 
Concha Bay; horse races at San Sebastian Racecourse; bullfights in San Sebastian’s 
Arena 2016; music concerts all over town; and endless festive-play activities for 
children and senior citizens. Following the traditional cannon shot fired at the Casa 
Consistorial, eight days of partying and fun begin. 

Semana Grande – Bilbao
Late August
During the Semana Grande de Bilbao, you will enjoy fiestas in honor of the Virgin 
de Begoña. During the week you can expect concerts, shows, fireworks and festive-
play activities for children in different places of the city and of course bullfights at 
the Vista Alegre Arena, including a horseback bullfight and classic bullfights.

Latin American Festival – Biarritz
September 25th
Since 1991 the Latin American Festival in Biarritz has always boats the same 
ambition to discover the Latin American cinema & culture in other forms such as 
readings, photography exhibitions and academic conferences. 

International Film Festival – San Sebastian
Late September
Since its creation in 1953 it has established itself as one of the most important 
cinema festivals in the world, being one of the 14 “A” category competitive festivals 
accredited by the FIAPF. It has hosted several important events of the history of 
cinema, such as the international premiers of Vertigo, by Alfred Hitchcock (who 
attended the Festival) or Melinda & Melinda by Woody Allen and the European 
premier of Star Wars. 

Christmas Market – Bayonne
December
The largest Christmas Market of the region takes place in Bayonne. The traditional 
German-style wooden huts of the Christmas Market are set along the river selling 
toys and gifts, food and drink, including, traditional chocolates and gingerbread.

EVENTS CALENDAR

Fêtes de Bayonne, France

San Fermin in Pamplona, Spain

Semana grande in Bilbao, Spain


