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Organisation of the Netherlands and Flanders (NVAO). For more information on NVAO, 
please visit www.nvao.net.

Our promise to you
We are building an international network school where 
we look towards the future and beyond borders, where 
inspiration and the exchange of value lead to success.

Our values
• Forward thinking. We look towards the future, beyond  
 conventions and beyond borders. Making progress is all  
 about forward thinking.

• Value exchange. In everything we do, we are determined  
 to add value to our international network and  
 community. In return, we are enriched by and appreciate  
 the value that we receive from others. 

• Inspiring. We strive to inspire our community and  
 partners all over the world, not through what we say, 
 but through our actions. Challenging people inspires  
 people.

2 Bachelor’s programmes in Business and Economics 3
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You want to go to a top school. You want a bachelor’s 
degree recognised across Europe and around the world. 
And you want skills and experience that will prepare you 
for further studies or a successful career. At the Maastricht 
University School of Business and Economics (SBE), you’ll 
find all this and more. The passport to your future.

International and diverse

Maastricht is a charming and vibrant city. Located at the 
crossroads of the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany, it’s 
a microcosm of cultures and languages. And so, too, is SBE. 
Our staff and students come from almost 50 different 
countries. All our programmes have an international focus, 
with almost all courses taught in English. And we have 
academic and corporate partners all over the world, which 
gives you great opportunities to study or intern abroad. All 
this serves to broaden both your professional and personal 
horizons. 

Innovative and dynamic

Problem-Based Learning (PBL) is the methodology for 
which Maastricht University is famous. This means small 
tutorial groups, close contact with your tutors, continuous 
learning (rather than just cramming for exams!), and a 
highly interactive style of learning. In this way, PBL trains 
you to be an active and independent participant, rather 
than just a passive recipient. It’s no coincidence that the 
skills you need to use PBL successfully are also a huge plus 
in today’s job market.

Practical and professional

Employers like our graduates because they are trained 
in valuable, real-life skills: managing yourself and 
your team, giving and receiving constructive criticism, 
meeting deadlines, producing concrete results, and taking 
responsibility, but also taking risks. In order to prepare 
you for the international labour market, we have initiated 
the International Classroom Development Programme, in 
which you will learn to work in teams composed of various 
different nationalities. We also put you in direct contact 
with employers through internships, recruitment events 
and company visits. Career services are incorporated into 
all programmes, including one-on-one guidance and 
interview training. And our alumni circles, which count 
some 9000 members from Aruba to Shanghai, organise 
regular networking opportunities.

Research and reputation

At SBE, you learn from the best. Our research is consistently 
rated first or second in national peer reviews. What’s more, 
we are among the 52 business schools worldwide that have 
been granted the prestigious Triple Crown accreditation 
(EQUIS, AACSB and AMBA). We also consistently get high 
praise in the Dutch, German and international rankings for 
our facilities, international mobility, student satisfaction, 
value for money, alumni salaries and more. 

Start here … go anywhere

In short, SBE provides the highest quality education and 
a springboard to the next step. Whether you decide to 
continue with one of our master’s programmes or take the 
plunge in the job market, you’ll find that the knowledge, 
skills and experience from your SBE bachelor’s will put 
you on the best possible footing. We look forward to 
welcoming you here. 

Prof. Jos Lemmink
Dean, School of Business and Economics

Message from the dean Bachelor of Science in International Business

Business without borders
Are you curious about what’s going on in the business 
world? Do you watch the news and want to play a part 
in creating it? Do you question how people’s behaviour 
affects individual companies, whole industries, and 
national and international economies? Then International 
Business is made for you.

Why should you choose International Business?

Who you are as a person is as important as what you 
know about a topic. That’s why a bachelor’s programme in 
International Business does not just focus on the strategy, 
resources, organisation, marketing, management, finance 
and accounting required to make a business run. It also 
teaches you the skills you need to put those things into 
practice – like conflict management, leadership, teamwork, 
presentation skills and more.

In your first two years, you will follow compulsory courses 
in a broad range of international business areas, such 
as logistics, human resources, marketing and finance. 
All these are essential to making a business successful. 
For example, Apple®’s successful iPhone® could not have 
been produced without a budget to set up a new branch 
within the corporation (Finance) and the procurement 
of raw materials (Supply Chain Management). It needs 
people to manage internal processes (Organisation/ 
Human Resources) and transportation (Supply Chain 
Management). Furthermore, the company needs 
marketing and sales employees to sell the iPhone 
(Marketing) and people to manage the money from those 
sales (Accounting). An information system is needed to 
provide valuable data to every department (Information 
Management). Based on sales and profitability figures, the 
product is evaluated and recommendations for the future 
are developed (Strategy). 

As part of your third year, you will spend one semester 
studying abroad. You’ll also have opportunities to contact 
real companies at ‘business days’ organised by study 
associations, do research projects and follow an internship, 
usually at the end of your bachelor’s programme.  If you’re 
interested in the world of international business, this 
kind of international experience will set you ahead of the 
competition.

What will you learn?

Having completed this programme, you will be able to:
•  understand the ‘value chain’ from input to output (see 
 iPhone example); 
• demonstrate an awareness of, and confidence in,  
 yourself – your working style, your reaction to situations  
 and your degree of self-discipline;
• deal with others, in terms of managing conflict situations,  
 demonstrating leadership and teamwork skills;
• observe and analyse the society in which you live, being  
 aware of the outside world in which companies operate.

Is International Business right for you?

As well as the standard admission requirements 
(see page 24), you should:
• be confident about making up your own mind and  
 expressing your own opinions; 
• be willing to contribute to the class, not just passively to  
 receive information;
• be inquisitive about current affairs and what’s going on  
 in the world in general; 
• have an interest in developing self-awareness, while  
 being able to listen to others;
• be flexible about working in teams with people from  
 different cultures;
• be curious about people, be it consumers, investors or  
 employees;
• have an affinity for numbers.

In 2010, the NVAO awarded the `Distinctive (Quality) 
Feature for Internationalisation’ to SBE’s bachelor’s and 
master’s programmes in International Business. The 
NVAO safeguards the quality of higher education in the 
Netherlands and Flanders, evaluates study programmes 
and grants acknowledgements of particular qualities. 
For this accreditation, the NVAO looked at six different 
criteria and focused in particular on the level of ambition 
and explicit vision on internationalisation within the 
programmes.

distinctive feature, good
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What are your career prospects?

Around 90% of bachelor’s graduates go on to do a master’s 
in their chosen area of specialisation. Moreover, the 
international nature of your bachelor’s programme means 
that you could study for your master’s at any number of 
international universities. The broad subject areas and 
skills that you will learn at Maastricht University will allow 
you to work in a wide variety of industries and positions. 
What you choose will largely depend on your area of 
specialisation and of course your own interests.

Graduates have found positions as:
• Marketing Managers
•  Human Resource Managers
•  Business Development Managers
•  Consultants

at

•  multinationals, such as Shell and Daimler AG;
•  consultancy firms, such as Cap Gemini and Accenture;
•  accountancy firms, such as Ernst & Young, KPMG;
•  financial institutions, such as Fortis and JP Morgan;
•  their own businesses.

6 Bachelor’s programmes in Business and Economics

Course outline

There are certain compulsory courses within this 
programme, as well as skills training and electives.

Fast facts

• Programme title: BSc International Business
• Language of instruction: English
• Duration: 3 years full-time
• Start date: September
• Study abroad: compulsory in the third year, in the fifth or  
 sixth term
• Study load per week: 8 hrs classes; 12 hrs group work; 20 hrs  
 individual study. Total 40 hrs.
• Learning method: problem-based learning; guest lectures;  
 presentations; assignments; papers
• Assessment method: written exams; final papers; group  
 participation
• Binding Study Advice: 34 out of 60 ECTS in the first year
• Continuing master’s programmes without additional  
 admissions requirements: 
 MSc International Business and MSc Management of  
 Learning. You can also continue your studies with other  
 master’s or research master’s programmes, but additional  
 requirements may apply. 

Further information: 
• www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor

NB. The details of this programme could change; before applying, 
please check www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor 
for the latest information. 

Over the past few years, McDonalds has been exposed to strong 
external and internal pressures. External pressures included increased 
competition and healthier lifestyles. An internal issue was the corporate 
culture designed around making money from renting store locations 
to franchisees rather than focusing on selling fast food. The company 
wanted to switch its business philosophy to focus on Customer 
Relationship Management (CRM): this analyses customers’ needs, wants 
and demands in order to create, deliver and communicate value. 

“During my studies in International Business at 
SBE, I gained many experiences both personal and 
academic. The Problem-Based Learning system 
helped me to become an effective communicator and 
gave me confidence in boardroom presentations and 
strong negotiating skills. I also worked as a student 
assistant at SBE, which challenged me early on to 
create a good work-life balance. The opportunity 
to study abroad at the prestigious NYU Leonard 
Stern School of Business complimented my studies 
and shaped my future distinctly and positively. 
Maastricht University gave me a valuable network 
that continues to expand even today.” 

Diana Leng, Director Group Treasury
KS Energy Services, Ltd. 
Singapore

A valuable international networkCase International Business: McDonalds’ business philosophy

International Business

Year 1

Term I

1
Management of 
Organisations and 
Marketing

Quantitative 
Methods I

2 Economics 
and Business Accounting

3 Skills Training: 
Reflections on Academic Discourse

Term II

4 Strategy Quantitative 
Methods II

5 Finance
Fundamentals of 
Supply Chain 
Management

6 Skills Training: Management Game

Year 2

Term III

1 Finance and 
Accounting

Management of 
Organisations

2 Global Business
International 
Marketing 
Management

3 Skills Training: 
Quantitative Methods III

Term IV

4 Corporate 
Governance

Management 
Information 
Systems

5
Management 
of Operations 
and Product 
Development

Human Resource 
Management

6 Skills Training: Elective

Year 3

Term V

1
Business 
Specialisation 
Course

Business Elective

2
Business 
Specialisation 
Course

Business, Economics,
Quantitative 
Economics, Law or 
Ethics Elective

3 Skills Training: Elective

Term VI
4

Study Abroad
5
6 Capstone Assignment
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“International economists are the decision makers 
of the future.”

8 Bachelor’s programmes in Business and Economics 

Bachelor of Science in Economics and Business Economics

 
Why do consumers buy the products or brands that 
they do? What effect do government policies have on 
consumer behaviour? How should governments regulate 
the markets? How can individual businesses influence 
consumer choices and policy decisions? These are some 
of the business questions that occupy economists. If they 
occupy you too, this programme is for you.

Why should you choose Economics and Business 
Economics?

Economics and Business Economics focuses on two main 
areas: 
1.  Economics looks at broader problems that relate to  
 individuals, governments, national and even  
 international economies. Economics is a science that  
 looks at how markets work, how changes in regulation  
 and legislation have an impact on public interests like  
 welfare and employment, and how firms and consumers  
 behave.
2.  Business Economics covers problems within companies  
 and how to solve them. You’ll learn how the economic  
 insights decribed above can be used to manage and  
 operate businesses more effectively.

Within this programme, you can choose from the following 
specialisations:
• International Business Economics
• International Economic Studies
• Infonomics

You can find details of these specialisations on the 
following pages. Whichever you choose, you will follow 
the same courses in your first year. These cover a broad 
range of business and economics topics such as finance, 
accounting, international economic relations, micro 
and macroeconomics, organisation and marketing as 
well as skills such as presentation, communication and 
quantitative skills. This will allow you to make a well-
informed decision about which specialisation you are 
interested in pursuing in your second and third years.

Is Economics and Business Economics 
right for you?

As well as the standard admission requirements 
(see page 24), you should:
• be internationally orientated;
• have an affinity for maths;
• have an interest in politics and its impact on individuals  
 and businesses;
• be proactive and a self-starter;
• enjoy learning through teamwork and practical  
 examples.

9

A dynamic combination of 
economics and business
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Specialisation

International Business Economics

Using economics to solve business problems

Do you watch the news and question why prices of 
resources change? Do you ask yourself what the effect 
of this will be on companies? Do you question how 
governments and private businesses can influence these 
things? International Business Economics does just that.

Why should you choose International Business 
Economics?

International Business Economics has two clear elements:
1.  Economics – this looks at how we allocate resources 
 within a particular market. It’s about understanding 
 why an economy works in the way that it does by seeing 
 the links between events. 

2. Business – looks at how individual businesses react  
 to events. How should they react? Are they successful?  
 To explain what happens and why, we use an economic  
 model, compare it with business reality and adjust the  
 model accordingly.

In the International Business Economics programme, 
you will look at how businesses interact with their  
environments. You will use business tools, such as strategy, 
finance and accounting alongside economic tools, such as 
quantitative skills and economic modelling in order to solve 
real-life business and economic problems. 

In your first year, you will follow a wide range of courses 
that all Economics and Business Economics students will 
take. In your second year, you will study certain compulsory 
International Business Economics courses, while in your 
third year you will be able to choose between electives. All 
students study abroad for one semester of their third year.

What will you learn?

Having completed this programme, you will be able to:
• use the tools you have acquired to identify and solve  
 business problems;
• successfully communicate your proposed solutions to  
 others;
• analyse business problems within a wider economic  
 context.

Is International Business Economics right for you?

As well as the standard admission requirements 
(see page 24), you should:
• be open-minded;
• be willing to help others and work as a team;
• be internationally-orientated;
• be energetic, proactive and self-motivated;
•  have good maths skills. 

An economics profile or economics courses at school are a 
plus but not required.

What are your career prospects?

As an International Business Economics graduate, your 
career opportunities are broad. You will have a good idea 
of how organisations work, and you’ll have the tools to 
analyse and solve their problems. You’ll also understand 
how business performance is affected by government 
policies and events in the global economy. Finding creative 
solutions not only involves understanding the problem; it 
also involves presenting and communicating your proposed 
solution in order to persuade decision-makers that it’s the 
right one. 

Graduates have found positions as:
•  Business Analysts
• Consultants
• Policy Advisors
•  Marketing Managers

at

•  multinationals, such as Shell and Daimler AG;
•  consultancy firms, such as Cap Gemini and Accenture;
•  accountancy firms, such as Ernst & Young, KPMG;
•  financial institutions, such as Fortis and JP Morgan;
•  government or non-profit organisations, such as the  
 European Central Bank and United Nations.

Course outline

There are certain compulsory courses within this 
programme, as well as skills training and electives.

Fast facts

• Programme title: BSc Economics and Business Economics
• Specialisation: International Business Economics
• Language of instruction: English
• Duration: 3 years full-time
• Start date: September 
• Study abroad: compulsory study abroad in the third year, in the  
 fifth or sixth term
• Study load per week: 8 hrs classes; 12 hrs group work; 20 hrs  
 individual study. Total 40 hrs.
• Learning method: problem-based learning; guest lectures;  
 presentations; assignments; papers
• Assessment method: written exams; final papers; group  
 participation
• Binding Study Advice: 34 out of 60 ECTS in the first year
• Continuing master’s programmes without additional  
 admissions requirements: 
 MSc International Business, MSc Infonomics, 
 MSc International Economic Studies, MSc Financial Economics  
 and MSc Management of Learning. You can also continue your  
 studies with other master’s or research master’s programmes, but  
 additional requirements may apply. 

Further information: 
• www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor

NB. The details of this programme could change; before applying, 
please check www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor 
for the latest information. 

“As an SBE bachelor’s student, I gained entrepreneurial 
skills, learned to think in terms of solutions, gained 
the confidence to take initiative and be assertive 
and developed strong networking skills. Above all, I 
enjoyed the international-orientation of SBE. I also 
had the chance to travel to Bangladesh to visit Nobel 
Prize laureates Prof. Yunus and Grameen Bank, an 
overwhelming experience.  I continue to benefit from 
my time in Maastricht.”

Pim Engels, Investment Officer Trainee
The Netherlands Development Finance Company
The Hague

Important skills, amazing experiences

Globalisation has encouraged cost-based competition among production 
locations around the world. In early 2008, Finnish company Nokia 
announced its intention to move production facilities from Bochum, 
Germany to Cluj, Romania. Following the plant closure, there were 
protests, threats of boycott and political pressure directed at the 
company. It eventually agreed to a substantial pay-off to compensate 
employees. What are the lessons Nokia should take away from this? How 
should a multinational company evaluate the total costs of production 
in a particular location? Should a relatively disadvantaged location like 
Bochum use financial incentives to attract foreign investment? These are 
the kinds of questions you will discuss during the programme.

Case International Business Economics: The effects of off-shoring

International Business Economics

Year 1

Term I

1
Management of 
Organisations and 
Marketing

Quantitative 
Methods I

2 Microeconomics Accounting

3 Skills Training: 
Reflections on Academic Discourse

Term II

4 Macroeconomics Quantitative 
Methods II

5 Finance International 
Economic Relations

6 Skills Training: Economy Game

Year 2

Term III

1 Banking Accounting

2 Industrial 
Organisation Financial Markets

3 Skillls Training: 
Quantitative Methods III

Term IV

4
Marketing and 
Supply Chain 
Management

Managerial 
Economics

5 International 
Business Strategy

Quantitative 
Business

6 Skills Training: Elective

Year 3

Term V

1
Business 
Specialisation 
Course

Information
Management 
Elective

2
Business 
Specialisation 
Course

Economics or
Quantitative
Economics Elective

3 Skills Training: Elective

Term VI
4

Study Abroad
5
6 Capstone Assignment
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Course outline

There are certain compulsory courses within this 
programme, as well as skills training and electives.

Specialisation

International Economic Studies

Public and private policy making through strategic 
decisions

Do you think issues such as the aging population, 
education, taxation and house prices are important? 
Do you question why financial crises happen and how they 
impact individuals, businesses and national and global 
economies? International Economic Studies gives you the 
tools to discuss and analyse all of these issues.

Why should you choose International Economic 
Studies?

International Economic Studies looks at economic problems 
from two perspectives: on the one hand, you will look at 
how the behaviour of individual consumers and investors 
impacts the economy. On the other hand, you’ll look at 
broader economic forces like government policies, national 
monetary policies and economic development, and how 
these affect the individual. To get this balance, sociology 
and psychology courses are part of the core curriculum – 
a unique element to this specialisation.

Moreover, the study association ‘IES Network’ organises 
additional guest lectures and international study trips, 
which are integrated into the programme and for which 
you can receive ECTS credits. All International Economic 
Studies and Infonomics students are automatically 
members of the association, but you can also actively 
participate in helping to organise events – great experience 
for your CV!

In your first year, you will follow a wide range of courses 
that all Economics and Business Economics students will 
take. In your second year, you will study certain compulsory 
International Economic Studies courses, while in your 
third year you will be able to choose between electives. All 
students study abroad for one semester of their third year.

What will you learn?

Having completed this programme, you will be able to:
• demonstrate knowledge of exchange rates and national  
 monetary policies;
• understand the mechanisms behind global markets;
•  understand the role of the state in the economy;
•  understand how, when and why the markets need to be  
 regulated;
• understand the growth of economies – how and why  
 they grow, their historical context, how you can use this  
 to forecast the future, how education affects the growth  
 of an economy and so on;
• understand the effect of the behaviour of individuals on  
 society from a socio-economic perspective.

Is International Economic Studies right for you?

As well as the standard admission requirements 
(see page 24), you should:
• have a theoretical mindset;
• enjoy in-depth analysis;
• have an affinity for maths and an analytical approach;
• have an interest in politics and welfare.

What are your career prospects?

As well as real-world case studies that you will cover in your 
courses, the guest lectures organised via the IES Network 
are designed for a broader audience, including students 
from other programmes. They cover topics and careers that 
you might be interested in pursuing in the future. 

Graduates have found positions as:
•  Economists
•  Researchers
•  Consultants
•  Financial Analysts

at:

•  international institutions, such as the OECD or 
 the World Bank;
•  the EU and other governmental institutions, such as the  
 European Central Bank;
•  multinationals, such as Shell and Daimler AG;
•  accountancy firms, such as Ernst & Young, KPMG;
•  financial institutions, such as Fortis and JP Morgan.

Fast facts

• Programme title: BSc Economics and Business Economics
• Specialisation: International Economic Studies
• Language of instruction: English
• Duration: 3 years full-time
• Start date: September
• Study abroad: compulsory study abroad in the third year, in the  
 fifth or sixth term
• Study load per week: 10 hrs classes; 10 hrs group work; 20 hrs  
 individual study. Total 40 hrs.
• Learning method: problem-based learning; (guest) lectures;  
 presentations; assignments; essays
• Assessment method: written exams; final essays; hand-in  
 exercises; group participation; presentation
• Binding Study Advice: 34 out of 60 ECTS in the first year
• Continuing master’s programmes without additional  
 admissions requirements: 
 MSc International Business, MSc Infonomics, 
 MSc International Economic Studies, MSc Financial Economics  
 and MSc Management of Learning. You can also continue your  
 studies with other master’s or research master’sprogrammes, but  
 additional requirements may apply. 

Further information: 
• www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor

NB. The details of this programme could change; before applying, 
please check www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor 
for the latest information. 

“After graduating  from SBE with a bachelor’s 
degree in Economics and Business Economics, 
I went on to receive my master’s degree at the 
University of Amsterdam and have been working 
in London as an economist. The strong theoretical 
focus on economics, especially microeconomics 
and quantitative methods, during my bachelor’s 
programme at SBE, has been very helpful in my 
career. Problem-Based Learning helped me to learn to 
work under pressure and with tight deadlines and in 
an international (governmental) environment with 
people from different backgrounds.”

Birgit Wosnitza, Economist
Department for Energy and Climate Change 
London

Strong theoretical focus

International Economic Studies

Year 1

Term I

1
Management of 
Organisations and 
Marketing

Quantitative 
Methods I

2 Microeconomics Accounting

3 Skills Training: 
Reflections on Academic Discourse

Term II

4 Macroeconomics Quantitative 
Methods II

5 Finance International 
Economic Relations

6 Skills Training: Economy Game

Year 2

Term III

1
Microeconomics: 
Choices, Markets 
and Welfare

Quantitative 
Methods III

2 Macroeconomics 
and Economic Policy Public Economics

3  Skills Training: Elective

Term IV

4 Productivity International 
Economics

5 Understanding 
Society

Institutions, 
Behaviour and 
Welfare 

6 Skills Training: Elective

Year 3

Term V
1

Study Abroad
2
3 Skills Training: Elective

Term VI

4
International 
Business Economics 
Elective

International 
Economic Studies 
Elective

5 Quantitative 
Economics Elective

International 
Economic Studies 
Elective

6 Capstone Assignment

12 Bachelor’s programmes in Business and Economics 
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InfonomicsSpecialisation

Infonomics

The economics of the digital age

Do you question how Google can make money when it 
provides a free service and uses very little advertising? 
Are you interested in the effect of MP3 downloads on the 
music industry? Do you wonder how Microsoft®’s Windows 
products succeed in dominating the global market despite 
fierce competition in today’s global economy? If you think 
about these issues, then Infonomics is the right choice for 
you.

Why should you choose Infonomics?

Infonomics uniquely combines economics with business 
from an Information Technology (IT) perspective. This 
means that, on the one hand, it looks at how businesses 
use IT to stay ahead of the competition. On the other hand, 
it looks at how government policies stimulate innovation, 
and the effect of this on people’s lives.

Infonomics is a broad programme in the sense that it 
covers individual companies as well as national and 
international economies. It is also specialised in the sense 
that it focuses on the economic and business role of IT.

In your first year, you will follow a wide range of courses 
that all Economics and Business Economics students will 
take. In your second year, you will study compulsory 
Infonomics courses as well as an elective. While in your 
third year, you will be able to choose between some more 
electives, and between studying or following an internship 
abroad. 

What will you learn?

Having completed this programme, you will be able to:
• understand the economic principles of physical and  
 virtual (or social) networks;
• evaluate information systems in an economics context;
• assess the quality and value of information and  
 information systems, and plan how to improve the  
 economic value of both;
• understand the economic and social environment in  
 which IT functions, and its impact on this environment;
• apply theories in economics, business and management;
• understand how to organise information so it can be  
 turned into a valuable resource for organisations.

Is Infonomics right for you?

As well as the standard admission requirements 
(see page 24), you should:
•  be fascinated by the latest technologies; 
• be interested in how newly developed Internet  
 applications change the way business in general, as well  
 as specific businesses, are organised;
• be an analytical person who also likes learning about  
 tangible examples;
• be curious about how new technologies affect our lives,  
 as individuals, companies and society at large.

Studying an economics profile at secondary school is a 
plus but not a requirement. 

What are your career prospects?

All of today’s biggest businesses are in IT – look at 
Microsoft and Google, for instance. But there’s still a high 
demand for IT people in general, and especially those who 
can translate the technologies that are available into action 
plans for businesses in order to keep them competitive in 
today’s global market. 

Graduates have found positions as:
•  IT consultants
•  Business Development Managers
• Information Managers
•  Policy Advisors

at:

•  new media and telecommunications firms, such as  
 Vodafone and Google;
•  IT firms, such as SAP and Business Objects;
•  multinationals, such as Shell and Daimler AG;
•  consultancy firms, such as Cap Gemini and Accenture;
•  the EU and other governmental institutions.

Course outline

There are certain compulsory courses within this 
programme, as well as skills training and electives.

Fast facts

• Programme title : BSc Economics and Business Economics
• Specialisation: Infonomics
• Language of instruction: English
• Duration: 3 years full-time
• Start date: September 
• Study abroad: choice between studying abroad and doing an  
 internship abroad in the third year, in the fifth or sixth  
 term
• Study load per week: 8 hrs classes; 12 hrs group work; 20 hrs  
 individual study. Total 40 hrs.
• Learning method: problem-based learning; guest lectures;  
 presentations; assignments; papers
• Assessment method: written exams; final papers; group  
 participation
• Binding Study Advice: 34 out of 60 ECTS in the first year
• Continuing master’s programmes without additional  
 admissions requirements: 
 MSc Infonomics, MSc International Business, 
 MSc International Economic Studies, MSc Financial Economics 
 and MSc Management of Learning. You can also continue your  
 studies with other master’s or research master’s programmes, but  
 additional requirements may apply. 

Further information: 
• www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor

NB. The details of this programme could change; before applying, 
please check www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor 
for the latest information. 

“The dynamic and international environment at 
SBE has helped me considerably with my work at 
a fast-paced, global company like Google. 
The Economics and Business Economics (Infonomics 
specialisation) bachelor’s programme and my master’s in 
Entrepreneurship and SME Management have given me 
superior presentation skills compared to many colleagues. 
Learning how to work well with others and take on an 
active and leading role in teams, has proved to be very 
useful in an organisation like Google. ”

Billy van den Ende, New Business Developer
Google 
Dublin

Lots of music fans use the Internet to find and download music. As a 
result, global takings from CD sales have fallen. Music companies are 
now trying to enforce intellectual property rights more strongly. From an 
economic perspective, a solution to the problem of illegal downloading 
could simply be to publish new music files for free. Could a strategy like 
this actually be profitable? As an Infonomics student, you will examine 
this sort of current issue and its wider economic implications.

Case Infonomics: 
Examining the economic implications of illegal music downloads

Infonomics

Year 1

Term I

1
Management of 
Organisations and 
Marketing

Quantitative 
Methods I

2 Microeconomics Accounting

3 Skills Training: 
Reflections on Academic Discourse

Term II

4 Macroeconomics Quantitative 
Methods II

5 Finance International 
Economic Relations

6 Skills Training: Economy Game

Year 2

Term III

1
Introduction into 
the Information 
Society

Information 
Management

2 ICT, Organisation 
and Income

Knowledge 
Management 

3 Skills Training: 
Quantitative Methods III

Term IV

4 Productivity Systems Analysis 
and Design

5 Network 
Economics

(Quantitative 
Economics) Elective

6 Skills Training: Elective

Year 3

Term V
1 Study Abroad 

or Internship Abroad2
3 Skills Training: Elective

Term VI

4 (Quantitative 
Economics) Elective

(Quantitative 
Economics) Elective

5
Information, Justice 
and the Political 
Process

ERP and Business 
Intelligence Systems 

6 Capstone Assignment

Meeting business and technical goals
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“There is growing demand for skilled fiscal 
economists who can interact on a senior level 
with accountants, tax lawyers and management.”

16 Bachelor’s programmes in Business and Economics 

Bachelor of Science in Fiscal Economics

Do you wonder how the government can regulate house 
or oil prices through taxation? Are you interested in law as 
well as economics? Do you want to get involved in politics? 
Fiscal economics covers all these things.

Why should you choose Fiscal Economics?

The effect of taxation is all around us. It makes the price of 
products and services more expensive and, depending on 
the rate of taxation, more or less affordable. It affects the 
labour market (how much people are paid), the housing 
market (where they can afford to live), the oil market 
(whether they can afford to drive a car, for instance), the 
corporate market (how the money that companies make 
affects the national – or international – economy) to name 
just a few key markets. In short, people, taxation, politics, 
law and economics go hand in hand.

Studying Fiscal Economics will give you a background in 
economics and tax law. Your first year will be broad in 
scope and made up of various compulsory courses. Your 
second and third years will focus more specifically on fiscal 
economics, and you will have the opportunity to choose 
some elective courses. You are not obliged to study abroad 
or to take an internship, but you can organise these things 
if you wish. Fiscal economics gives you the freedom to steer 
your academic career in the direction you choose.

Whatever your areas of interest are, Fiscal Economics will 
give you a good background for any master’s programme in 
an economics or legal field, or a combination of the two. 

What will you learn?

Having completed this programme, you will be able to:
• understand the influence of tax on people’s decisions;
• explain the interaction between economics and taxation.

Dutch language requirement

The Fiscal Economics programme focuses directly on Dutch 
law. The programme is only open to students with a good 
command of Dutch, as the law courses from the Faculty of Law 
are only available in Dutch.

Is Fiscal Economics right for you?

As well as the standard admission requirements 
(see page 24), you should:
• have an interest in politics, such as labour markets;
• want to interact with what’s going on in the news and  
 apply your studies in the real world; 
• be curious and enjoy working out puzzles.

The Study Choice Awareness Programme

To help you determine if the Fiscal Economics programme 
matches your interests, abilities and expectations, the School 
of Business and Economics offers the Study Choice Awareness 
Programme (SCAP) to all students who are registered via 
Studielink for the Fiscal Economics bachelor’s programme. 
SCAP provides you the perfect way to prepare yourself for a 
successful start at the Maastricht University School of Business 
and Economics.

SCAP consists of three parts:
• a questionnaire addressing your skills, experiences,  
 knowledge and ideas about the future;
• a consultation with a student advisor to discuss the  
 programme and your and the School’s expectations in 
 more detail;
• a group discussion with fellow prospective students under  
 the supervision of a senior student.

After the consultation, you will receive feedback and advice 
from the SCAP advisor. 

Taxation with a strong economics 
foundation
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What are your career prospects?

There’s currently a shortage of fiscal economists, so 
demand is high and prospects are excellent. As a fiscal 
economist, you can work on two sides of the same coin: as 
a tax inspector you can maximise the collection of taxes for 
the government; as a tax advisor, you can minimise taxes 
paid by companies. Both positions use the same skills, but 
for different purposes.

As part of your bachelor’s programme, there are many 
other ways in which you can gain work experience and 
find out about companies. Firms visit the School to give 
presentations, and the Fiscal Economics study association 
‘First’ organises company trips – often abroad – and work 
experience opportunities. 

Moreover, if you choose to do your master’s in Fiscal 
Economics at Maastricht University, you can write your 
thesis on a particular company. 

Graduates have found positions as:
•  Tax Inspectors
•  Tax Advisors
•  Auditors
•  Consultants

at:
•  accountancy firms, such as Ernst & Young, KPMG;
•  multinationals, such as Shell and Daimler AG;
•  tax departments for national governments or the  
 European Commission;
•  tax consultancies (own businesses);
•  notary firms.

Course outline

There are certain compulsory courses within this 
programme, as well as skills and electives.

Fast facts

• Programme title: BSc Fiscal Economics
• Language of instruction: English and Dutch
• Duration: 3 years full-time
• Start date: September 
• Study abroad: optional
• Study load per week: 8 hrs classes; 12 hrs group work; 20 hrs  
 individual study. Total 40 hrs.
• Learning method: problem-based learning; guest lectures;  
 presentations; assignments; papers
• Assessment method: written exams; final papers; 
 group participation
• Binding Study Advice: 34 out of 60 ECTS in the first year
• Continuing master’s programmes without additional  
 admissions requirements: 
 MSc Fiscal Economics and MSc Management of Learning. 
 You can also continue your studies with other master’s  
 or research master’s programmes, but additional requirements  
 may apply. 

Further information: 
• www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor

NB. The details of this programme could change; before applying, 
please check www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor 
for the latest information. 

“My bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Fiscal Economics at SBE were the entree 
way to my career in the International Assignments group at PwC (formerly 
PricewaterhouseCoopers). I was able to complete my master’s thesis at PwC 
which led to my first position here. The combination of studying tax from both 
an economic and tax perspective helps me daily in my job.  Learning how to meet 
deadlines and communicate well with others when working in teams are priceless 
skills I learned from Maastricht’s Problem-Based Learning method. Even though 
I now work in Amsterdam, I have many colleagues who also studied at SBE, 
sometimes when working on a project, I feel like I am back in a tutorial group!”

Linda Smeets, Senior Consultant Global Mobility 
PwC, Amsterdam

The entree way to my career

18 Bachelor’s programmes in Business and Economics 

Oil prices are currently volatile. When they rise, transport companies go 
on strike, demanding they be reduced. When they fall, demand for oil 
increases. Fiscal Economists look at what the government can do to revive 
the market – should they lower taxes on oil to re-create demand, or 
increase taxes to force innovation in new energy sources?

Case Fiscal Economics: The impact of tax on the oil market

Fiscal Economics

Year 1

Term I

1
Management of 
Organisations and 
Marketing

Quantitative 
Methods I

2 Microeconomics Accounting

3 Skills Training: 
Reflections on Academic Discourse

Term II

4 Macroeconomics Quantitative 
Methods II

5 Finance International 
Economic Relations

6 Skills Training: Economy Game

Year 2

Term III

1 Privaatrecht Accounting II

2 Financial Markets Openbare Financiën 
en Public Choice

3 Skills Training: 
Quantitative Methods III

Term IV

4 Design of 
Tax Systems Elective

5 Structuur Loon- en Inkomstenbelasting

6 Skills Training: 
Elective or Presentation Skills

Year 3

Term V

1
Hoofdzaken 
Formeel 
Belastingrecht 

Inleiding 
Ondernemings- en
Faillissementsrecht

2
Kostprijs-
verhogende
Belasting

Winst uit 
Onderneming 

3 Skills Training: 
Elective or Presentation Skills

Term VI

4 Vennootschaps-
belasting

Internal Control 
and Accounting 
Information 
Systems

5
Nederlands 
Internationaal 
Belastingrecht

International 
Financial 
Accounting

6 Skills Training: 
Elective or Presentation Skills
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Did you ever want to know the secret of solving a Sudoku 
puzzle? Or if there’s a way you can predict 
which companies’ shares are going to go up in value? They 
may sound like totally different problems, 
but econometrics can help you solve both!

Why should you choose Econometrics and 
Operations Research?

Econometrics allows you to estimate and predict trends 
accurately. That could mean predicting anything from next 
year’s inflation rate to the best investments for a pension 
portfolio. Operations research, on the other hand, allows 
you to allocate time, money or people to a process in order 
to meet demand. This could include making sure that 
parcels and packages are delivered as quickly and cheaply 
as possible across the world. Or it could include scheduling 
a lesson timetable in a school so that students get the best 
education given a limited number of teachers.

In order to do all of these things, especially on a large scale, 
you need models, theories and computer programs to help 
you. You also need to understand how people’s behaviour 
– employees, consumers or producers, for instance – 
affect the market, meaning that these same theories and 
programs don’t always work. Studying Econometrics and 
Operations Research will give you the tools to modify these 
theories and programs yourself, so that you can identify 
problems and find real, practical solutions to them.

In your first two years, you are required to study certain 
core courses; in your third year, you can choose from 
various electives. As part of your third year, you will spend 
one semester studying abroad.

What will you learn?

Having completed this programme, you will be able to:
• analyse problems and solve them logically using the  
 tools that you will acquire;
• translate and apply acquired techniques to different  
 problems.

Applying mathematical methods 
to economic problems

“Econometrics can be applied to everything 
from business to finance, and from macro to 
microeconomics.”

20 Bachelor’s programmes in Business and Economics 

Bachelor of Science in Econometrics and Operations Research

Is Econometrics and Operations Research 
right for you?

As well as the standard admission requirements 
(see page 24), you should:
• be confident in mathematics;
• enjoy logic puzzles;
• be willing to work hard;
• have a strong academic record in a technical profile.

The Study Choice Awareness Programme

To help you determine if the Econometrics and Operations 
Research programme matches your interests, abilities 
and expectations, the School of Business and Economics 
offers the Study Choice Awareness Programme (SCAP) to 
all students who are registered via Studielink for the 
Econometrics and Operations Research bachelor’s 
programme. SCAP provides you the perfect way to prepare 
yourself for a successful start at the Maastricht University 
School of Business and Economics.

SCAP consists of three parts:
• a questionnaire addressing your skills, experiences,  
 knowledge and ideas about the future;
• a consultation with a student advisor to discuss the  
 programme and your and the School’s expectations in  
 more detail;
• a group discussion with fellow prospective students  
 under the supervision of a senior student.

After the consultation, you will receive feedback and advice 
from the SCAP advisor. 
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What are your career prospects?

A bachelor’s qualification in Econometrics and Operations 
Research is a good background for most master’s 
programmes in economics-related subjects. Having 
completed your master’s, there will be many opportunities 
in front of you: lots of students are attracted by the travel 
opportunities that a career in a multinational company 
gives you. Moreover, the university’s practical, hands-on, 
discussion-based approach produces great managers.

Graduates have found positions as:
•  Econometricians
•  Researchers
•  Logistics Managers
•  Operations Analysts

at:

• international institutions, such as the OECD or 
 the World Bank;
• the EU and other governmental institutions, such as the  
 European Central Bank;
•  multinationals, such as Shell and Daimler AG;
•  large finance and pension firms, such as ABP;
•  logistics companies, such as DHL and TNT.

Course outline

There are certain compulsory courses within this 
programme, as well as skills and electives.

Fast facts

• Programme title: BSc Econometrics and Operations Research
• Language of instruction: English
• Duration: 3 years full-time
• Start date: September 
• Study abroad: compulsory in the third year, in the 
 fifth or sixth term
• Study load per week: 8 hrs classes; 12 hrs group work; 20 hrs  
 individual study. Total 40 hrs.
• Learning method: problem-based learning; guest lectures;  
 presentations; assignments; papers
• Assessment method:  written exams; final papers; group  
 participation; case studies
• Binding Study Advice: 34 out of 60 ECTS in the first year
• Continuing master’s programmes without additional  
 admissions requirements: 
 MSc Econometrics and Operations Research, 
 MSc Financial Economics and MSc Management of Learning. 
 You can also continue your studies with other master’s  
 or research master’s programmes, but additional requirements  
 may apply. 

Further information: 
• www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor

NB. The details of this programme could change; before applying, 
please check www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor 
for the latest information. 

“My bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Econometrics and Operations Research 
from SBE have proved extremely valuable for my current job as an analytic 
consultant, as well as my previous work as an academic researcher in Brussels. 
Problem-Based Learning provides excellent experience with team situations, 
which are an essential part of my daily work. The international dimension at 
SBE and the semester exchange both stimulate valuable skills in inter-cultural 
understanding, communication and collaboration. I still benefit from the 
global network of fellow students and professors that I acquired during my 
studies abroad.  I have experienced and enjoyed the added value of studying in 
Maastricht.”

Bram Smeets, Senior Analytic Services Specialist
McKinsey & Company, Amsterdam

Excellent experience with team situations

22 Bachelor’s programmes in Business and Economics 

If you’ve ever bought an airline ticket, you may have noticed that prices 
can differ from day to day, going both up and down. Computerised, 
flexible ticket pricing has become a major source of revenue for 
international airline companies. The idea is simple: lower prices for a 
particular flight will increase demand and prevent empty seats. But how 
can you predict these effects and how can these predictions be translated 
into profit in a competitive environment? These are the kinds of puzzles 
that econometricians solve.

Case Econometrics and Operations Research: 
Everyday econometrics

Econometrics and Operations Research

Year 1

Term I

1
Management of 
Organisations and 
Marketing

Analysis I and 
Linear Algebra & 
Orientation

2 Microeconomics

3 Skills Training: 
Reflections on Academic Discourse

Term II

4 Macroeconomics
Analysis II and 
Probability Theory 
& Orientation

5 Finance Probability Theory 
& Orientation 

6 Skills Training: Orientation

Year 2

Term III

1 Optimisation Macroeconomics 
and Finance 

2 Programming Game Theory 
and Economics 

3 Skills Training: Second-year Project I 

Term IV

4 Mathematical 
Statistics

Operations 
Research

5 Econometric 
Methods

Information, 
Markets and 
Organisation

6 Skills Training: Second-year Project II 

Year 3

Term V

1
Study Abroad 

2

3

Skills Training: 
Introduction to Software in 
Econometrics and Operations Research 
or Topics in Computational Actuarial 
Mathematics

Term VI

4 Dynamic Modelling
Allocations and 
Algorithms or
Actuarial 
Mathematics

5
Econometrics and 
Operations Research 
Modelling or
Actuarial Modelling

Elective or
Applied Research 
Project or Actuarial 
Statistics

6 Bachelor’s Thesis
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Admission requirements

Dutch diploma

You may be admitted to one of the School’s bachelor’s 
programmes below if you have a VWO diploma in one of 
the profiles listed beneath each programme:

International Business, Economics and Business Economics 
bachelor’s programmes: 
• ‘Natuur en Techniek’ 
• ‘Natuur en Gezondheid’ 
• ‘Economie en Maatschappij’ 
• ‘Cultuur en Maatschappij’ + wisA or wisB

Fiscal Economics bachelor’s programme:
• ‘Natuur en Techniek’ 
• ‘Natuur en Gezondheid’ 
• ‘Economie en Maatschappij’
• ‘Cultuur en Maatschappij’ + wisA or wisB

Econometrics and Operations Research bachelor’s 
programme: 
• ‘Natuur en Techniek’ 
• ‘Natuur en Gezondheid’ + wisB
• ‘Economie en Maatschappij’ + wisB
• ‘Cultuur en Maatschappij’ + wisB

Different requirements may apply for VWO diplomas 
earned prior to 2010. Please check:

www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor
 

Non-Dutch diploma

Students who finished their secondary education outside 
the Netherlands must have a diploma that is equivalent 
to the Dutch VWO diploma. For a comparative overview, 
please visit: 

www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor

English language requirement

The bachelor’s programmes at SBE are taught in English. 
•  If you finished your secondary education in a non–EU/ 
 EEA country and are not a native English speaker, you  
 must submit the official results of either an IELTS test  
 (minimum score 6.0) or TOEFL (computer-/internet- 
 based minimum score 79; paper-based minimum score  
 550). You are required to indicate the Maastricht  
 University code number on the test form while taking 

Admission and application

Application deadlines
It is very important that you meet the application 
deadlines for the bachelor’s programmes at SBE. These vary 
depending on your nationality, the programme and the 
application procedures.

Please visit our website for the most up-to-date 
information:

www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor

Further information:
For more information about admission requirements for 
your chosen programme, please contact: 

Maastricht University 
Student Services Centre
P.O. Box 616 
6200 MD Maastricht 
The Netherlands 
Phone: +31 43 388 5388 
Email: study@maastrichtuniversity.nl 
Internet: www.maastrichtuniversity.nl 

  
 the TOEFL test. The code number is 7102 for the TOEFL  
 test. No code number is required for the IELTS test. Please  
 be aware that the TOEFL and IELTS test scores are only  
 valid for two years. 
• If you finished your secondary education in an EU/EEA  
 country, regardless of your nationality, you do not have  
 to do an English language test.

Application procedure
All bachelor’s applicants must apply via Studielink.

www.studielink.nl

Once you have applied in Studielink, you can manage your 
application and enrolment at Maastricht University via 
the My UM portal using the UM login details that you will 
receive via Studielink.

Exemptions

If you have undertaken previous studies at another 
institution, you may be considered for exemption from part 
of your chosen bachelor’s programme. If you think you may 
be eligible, you can submit a request for entry to a higher 
year or credit transfer on the basis of previous education to 
Student Services. They will then forward your application 
to the Education and Exams Committee of the programme 
you wish to take, who will decide whether to accredit your 
previous studies officially. 

Special application procedures for International 
Business and Economics and Business Economics 
bachelor’s programmes

Both the International Business programme and the 
Economics and Business Economics programme have 
special application procedures. Because these selection 
procedures are subject to change, please visit our website 
for the most up-to-date information:

www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe/bachelor

Numerus fixus / Limited places

A numerus fixus applies to the bachelor’s programmes 
in International Business and Economics and Business 
Economics, which means only a limited number of students 
can be admitted each year. 

25
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Notes
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Contact information
Maastricht University 
School of Business and Economics
Tongersestraat 53 
PO Box 616
6200 MD Maastricht
The Netherlands

www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/sbe

Based in Europe, focused on the world. Maastricht University is 
a stimulating environment. Where research and teaching are 
complementary. Where innovation is our focus. Where talent 
can flourish. A truly student oriented research university.

Bachelor’s information activities
To get an idea of what being a student at Maastricht University is like, why not 
come to one of our Open Days or Experience Days? Check the website for the 
upcoming dates and ways to register.

www.twitter.com/ umsbe
www.facebook.com/maastrichtsbe


