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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

 

12 March 2013  

 

EU Commissioner for Development, Andris Piebalgs to Address Auckland 

Business 

 

 

The New Zealand Europe Business Council is hosting a luncheon in Auckland on 25 

March at which European Union Commissioner for Development, Andris Piebalgs 

will address the Auckland business community. Commissioner Piebalgs is co-host 

with the New Zealand government of the Pacific Energy Summit which runs in the 

city from 24 to 26 March. 

 

While the Summit includes an investment showcase to connect development 

partners and Pacific countries with private sector investors and investment banks, 

the NZEBC luncheon will provide New Zealand business interests with the 

opportunity to hear directly from the Commissioner about funding partnership 

policies. 

 

The focus of the Summit is on investment in both renewable energy and energy 

efficiency. The Summit is a joint initiative designed to enable Pacific countries and 

territories to work with development partners to take a substantive step towards 

their goals of implementing energy efficiency and renewable energy initiatives, with 

a special focus on generation and distribution of electricity. 
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In an era of increasing concern about the effects of climate change, renewable energy 

and energy efficiency have become key issues for the Pacific Island countries. 

Dependence on fossil fuels is a major burden for Pacific countries and territories. It 

generates very significant costs, both economically and environmentally.  

 

The Summit will be an opportunity for development partners to announce their 

intentions and pledge their support to the Pacific Islands and is an opportunity to 

ensure that cooperative efforts to fund the next stage of energy development in the 

region.  

 

The luncheon is by invitation. Invitations may be requested at info@nzebc.org.nz or 

at www.nzebc.org.nz 

__________________________________ 

Ends, Commissioner Piebalgs profile follows. 

 

More: Tony Andrew, Email: info@nzebc.org.nz Tel: +64 9 2928083 
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European Union Commissioner for Development, Andris Piebalgs 

 

Biography  

Andris Piebalgs (born 17 September 1957) is a Latvian politician and diplomat, 

currently serving as European Commissioner for Development at the European 

Commission. Between 2004 and 2009 he served as Commissioner for Energy.  

 

Career 

Andris Piebalgs was born on 17 September 1957 in Valmiera, Latvia. Piebalgs is a 

graduate in Physics from the University of Latvia.  He is an experienced Latvian 

politician who occupied key positions in both national and European political fields. 

Earlier in his career, while Latvia was still part of the Soviet Union, he worked as a 

teacher and was the Headmaster of the 1st Secondary School of Valmiera (1980–

1990). He also served as Director of the Department in the Ministry of Education in 

Latvia.  

 

On 7 May 1990, Piebalgs was appointed as Minister of Education in the new Latvian 

Government, and one year later, in August 1991, Latvia regained full independence. 

Piebalgs' main task was then to put in place the first independent education system 

in Latvia. 

 

In 1993, Piebalgs won a seat in the Latvian Parliament, when the first elections after 

restoration of independence were held.  He served as the Chairman of the Budget 

and Finance Committee until 1994. At this time, he became Latvia's Finance Minister 

and Deputy Prime Minister. 

 

From 1995 until 2003, he worked in the Latvian Diplomatic service. Piebalgs first 

served as the Ambassador of Latvia in Estonia (1995–1997), where he helped to solve 

the sea border issue between the two states. In 1997 he became the Latvian 

Ambassador to the EU. In this capacity he helped to establish Latvia as the EU 

candidate country and led the accession negotiations, which resulted in Latvia's 

successful accession to the EU in 2004. 

 

From 2003 to 2004, he was appointed Deputy Secretary of State for EU affairs at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia. His role was instrumental in coordinating 

Latvia’s position in the European Council and all Council formations. At the time, he 

also established the new development assistance policy for Latvia. 

In addition to his native Latvian he is fluent in English, German, French, and 

Russian, and has basic knowledge of Estonian. 

 

European Commission 

During the first Barroso Commission, starting in November 2004, he was the 

European Commissioner for Energy. In that capacity, he led the development of a 
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more competitive, sustainable and secure European energy system, which is one of 

the crowning achievements of the Barroso I Commission. In doing so, he was 

instrumental in propelling EU energy issues into the centre of EU policy-making. In 

recognition of his leadership in European energy policy, The Economist magazine 

honoured him with the title "Eurocrat of the Year" in 2007. In 2009, Andris Piebalgs 

received the "Diamond Prize" from the Regional Chamber of Commerce in Katowice 

(Poland) for his work in developing a cohesive European Energy Policy for future 

generations. In 2009, the Energy Efficiency Global Forum presented him the Energy 

Efficiency Visionary Award for his "outstanding contributions to the advancement of 

energy efficiency". 

 

 

 

 


