
Man’s desperately wicked heart!
(Part One)

Therefore, man needs an omniscient, omnipotent, “God with us,” risen savior

(“from sin”) in order to have that “holiness, without which no man shall see God”!
By Roy Lemke

“You must be born again” having the law of God written upon the
heart and mind to do God’s will, or you are too wicked to enter heaven!

“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is, for he shall be as a tree
planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her

leaf shall be green, and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit. The
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. Who
can know it? I, the Lord, search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according
to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.” Jeremiah 17:8-10. “And God saw

that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” Genesis 6:5.

Only by beholding christ can we
see our own sinful self-

righteousness!

[No man can of himself understand his
errors. "The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked; who can know it?" Jeremiah

17:9. The lips may express a poverty of soul that the
heart does not acknowledge. While speaking to God of
poverty of spirit, the heart may be swelling with the
conceit of its own superior humility and exalted
righteousness. In one way only can a true knowledge of
self be obtained. We must behold christ. It is
ignorance of him that makes men so uplifted in their
own righteousness. When we contemplate his purity
and excellence, we shall see our own weak-
ness and poverty and defects as they really
are. We shall see ourselves lost and hope-
less, clad in garments of self-righteousness, like every
other sinner. We shall see that if we are ever sav-
ed, it will not be through our own good-
ness, but through God's infinite grace.

Faith must renounce all self-trust,
depending wholly upon Jesus’ in-
finite power to overcome any sin!

The prayer of the publican was heard because it
showed dependence reaching forth to lay
hold upon omnipotence. Self to the publican

appeared nothing but shame. Thus it must be seen by
all who seek God. By faith – faith that re-
nounces all self-trust – the needy suppliant
is to lay hold upon infinite power.

Only by divine infinite power can
we empty self of self, therefore we
must renounce self and seek Jesus’

divine holy spirit mediation!

No outward observances can take the place of sim-
ple faith and entire renunciation of self. But
no man can empty himself of self. We can only
consent for christ to accomplish the work. Then the
language of the soul will be, Lord, take my heart;
for I cannot give it. It is thy property. Keep it
pure, for I cannot keep it for thee. Save me
in spite of myself, my weak, unchristlike
self. Mold me, fashion me, raise me into a
pure and holy atmosphere, where the rich
current of thy love can flow through my
soul.

Renounce self daily, reaching out
to God with heartbreaking

confession of sin and humbling of
the soul, depending on christ to

save us from our sinfulness daily!

It is not only at the beginning of the christian life
that this renunciation of self is to be made. At
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every advance step heavenward it is to be
renewed. All our good works are dependent on a
power outside of ourselves. Therefore there needs to be
a continual reaching out of the heart after
God, a continual, earnest, heartbreaking
confession of sin and humbling of the soul
before him. Only by constant renunciation
of self and dependence on christ can we
walk safely.

Far away from Jesus we see
nothing wrong with ourselves,

but by steadfastly beholding Jesus
we see the sinfulness of our

wicked hearts, that only he can
save us from!

The nearer we come to Jesus and the more
clearly we discern the purity of his character, the
more clearly we shall discern the exceeding
sinfulness of sin and the less we shall feel like
exalting ourselves. Those whom heaven recognizes as
holy ones are the last to parade their own goodness.
The apostle Peter became a faithful minister of christ,
and he was greatly honored with divine light and pow-
er; he had an active part in the upbuilding of christ's
church; but Peter never forgot the fearful experience of
his humiliation; his sin was forgiven; yet well he
knew that for the weakness of character which had
caused his fall only the grace of christ could
avail. He found in himself nothing in which to glory.

All who steadfastly behold Jesus
will put no confidence in their

own righteousness!

None of the apostles or prophets ever claimed to be
without sin. Men who have lived nearest to God, men
who would sacrifice life itself rather than knowingly
commit a wrong act, men whom God had honored with
divine light and power, have confessed the sinfulness
of their own nature. They have put no confidence
in the flesh, have claimed no righteousness of their
own, but have trusted wholly in the righteousness of
christ. So will it be with all who behold christ.

The more we seek Jesus’
sufficiency, his holy spirit abiding

within, to save us from sin, the
more repentance and sanctifica-

tion deepens as we remember and
loathe our own evil ways!

At every advance step in christian experience our
repentance will deepen. It is to those whom the
Lord has forgiven, to those whom he acknowledges as
his people, that he says, "Then shall ye remem-
ber your own evil ways, and your doings
that were not good, and shall loathe your-
selves in your own sight." Ezekiel 36:31. Again he
says, "I will establish my covenant with thee, and
thou shalt know that I am the Lord; that thou
mayest remember, and be confounded, and
never open thy mouth any more because of
thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee
for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord
God." Ezekiel 16:62, 63. Then our lips will not be opened
in self-glorification. We shall know that our suffic-
iency is in christ alone. We shall make the
apostle's confession our own. "I know that in me
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing."
Romans 7:18. "God forbid that I should glory, save in
the cross of our Lord Jesus christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world."
Galatians 6:14.

Fear lest God be kept from
working in you!

Fear lest your will overrides God’s
will!

Fear lest your self interpose
between you and God!

Fear to walk alone without the
abiding messiah!

Fear to trust your own strength!

In harmony with this experience is the command,
"Work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling. For it is God which worketh in
you both to will and to do of his good pleasure."
Philippians 2:12, 13. God does not bid you fear that he will
fail to fulfill his promises, that his patience will weary,
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or his compassion be found wanting. Fear lest
your will shall not be held in subjection to
christ's will, lest your hereditary and culti-
vated traits of character shall control your
life. "It is God which worketh in you both to will

and to do of his good pleasure." Fear lest self
shall interpose between your soul and the

great master worker. Fear lest self-will
shall mar the high purpose that through

you God desires to accomplish. Fear to

trust to your own strength, fear to with-
draw your hand from the hand of christ
and attempt to walk life's pathway with-
out his abiding presence.

Praise God; shun flattery, praise,
accusing, and condemnation of

man!

We need to shun everything that would encourage
pride and self-sufficiency; therefore we should
beware of giving or receiving flattery or praise.
It is satan's work to flatter. He deals in flattery as well
as in accusing and condemnation. Thus he
seeks to work the ruin of the soul. Those who give
praise to men are used by satan as his agents. Let the
workers for christ direct every word of praise
away from themselves. Let self be put out of
sight. Christ alone is to be exalted. "Unto him that
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood," let every eye be directed, and praise from
every heart ascend. (Revelation 1:5.) Christ’s Object Lessons,

pages 160, 161, 162.]

Always remember that we are a
stiff-necked, rebellious, wicked,

people!

“Speak not thou in thine heart, . . . ‘For my
righteousness the Lord hath brought me in to
possess this land. . . Not for thy righteousness, or
for the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go to
possess their land, but for the wickedness of
these nations the Lord thy God doth drive them out
from before thee, and that he may perform the
word which the Lord sware unto thy fathers,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Understand therefore,
that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good
land to possess it for thy righteousness, for thou
art a stiffnecked people. Remember, and forget
not, how thou provokedst the Lord thy God to
wrath in the wilderness, from the day that thou
didst depart out of the land of Egypt, until ye came
unto this place, ye have been rebellious against the
Lord.” Deuteronomy 9:4-7.

[Without the influence of divine grace the hearts of
men are "deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked." 5 Testimonies, page 194.]

Although you have done wickedly,
repent of your sins, do right, fear
God, and serve him in truth with

your whole heart! Otherwise your
wages will be death!

“Fear not! Ye have done all this wicked-
ness; yet, turn not aside from following the
Lord, but serve the Lord with all your
heart, and turn ye not aside, for then should ye go
after vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver,
for they are vain. For the Lord will not forsake his
people for his great name’s sake, because it hath
pleased the Lord to make you his people.
Moreover, as for me, God forbid that I should sin
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you, but
I will teach you the good and the right way. Only
fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with
all your heart, for consider how great
things he hath done for you. But if ye shall
still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed,
both ye and your king.” 1 Samuel 12:20-25.
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It is fatal error to think that the
Dreams and Visions messages
apply to someone else and not

yourself!

[The word of God is plain, but often there is
an error in applying it to one's self. There is
liability to self-deception and to think its warn-
ings and reproofs do not mean me. "The heart
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wick-
ed! Who can know it?" Self-flattery may be construed
into christian emotion and zeal. Self-love and confi-
dence may give us assurance that we are right when we
are far from meeting the requirements of God's word.

Daily search the scriptures to
examine the foundation of your
hope, to perseveringly overcome
selfishness and self-confidence.

Look to Jesus!

The Bible is full, clear, and explicit; the character
of the true disciple of christ is marked out with exact-
ness. We must search the scriptures with
humble hearts, trembling at the word of
the Lord, if we would not be in any way de-
ceived in regard to our true character. There
must be persevering effort to overcome self-
ishness and self-confidence. Self-examination
must be thorough, that there be no danger of self-
deception. A little catechizing of self on special occas-
ions is not sufficient. [A little giving of religious in-
struction occasionally to self is not sufficient.] Daily
examine the foundation of your hope, and
see whether you are indeed in the love of christ. Deal
truly with your own hearts, for you cannot afford to run
any risk here. Count the cost of being a wholehearted
christian, and then gird on the armor. Study the
pattern; look to Jesus, and be like him. Your
peace of mind, your hope of eternal salvation, depend

on faithfulness in this work. As christians we are less
thorough in self-examination than in anything else; it
is no wonder, then, that we make such slow advance-
ment in understanding self.

Earnest vigorous effort must be
initiated to examine self and to

overcome self-love!

I am writing these things to you because I want you
to be saved [from sin]. I do not want to discourage you,
but to urge you to more earnest, vigorous
effort. Self-love will prompt you to make a superfi-
cial work of self-examination; but let no vain
confidence cheat you out of eternal life. Do not build
yourself up on the mistakes and errors of others [think-
ing that you are a better christian than someone else
who claims to be a christian], but between God and
your own soul settle the important question upon
which hangs your eternal destiny. 5 Testimonies, pages 332,

333.]

The upright in heart are saved!
The wicked are not!

“The righteous God trieth the hearts and reins.
My defense is of God, which saveth the upright in
heart.” Psalm 7:9.

The wicked only partially, once in
a while, maybe, thinks of God!

“For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire,
and blesseth the covetous, whom the Lord abhor-
reth. The wicked, through the pride of his counte-
nance, will not seek after God. God is not in all
his thoughts. His ways are always grievous; thy
judgments are far above out of his sight; as for all
his enemies, he puffeth at them. He hath said in his
heart, I shall not be moved, for I shall never be in
adversity.” Psalm 10:3-6.

The Church of Philadelphia Roy Lemke, PO Box 652, Pleasant Hill, OR 97455-0652 (Phone: 541-228-6560)

“Since you [the Church of Philadelphia] have kept your perseverance in me [Jesus], I will also keep you at the
hour of temptation.” Revelation 3:10.
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Man’s desperately wicked heart!
(Part Two)

Therefore, man needs an omniscient, omnipotent, “God with us,” risen savior (“from sin”) in
order to have that “holiness, without which no man shall see God”!

By Roy Lemke

“You must be born again” having the law of God written upon the heart and
mind to do God’s will, or you are too wicked to enter heaven!

“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is, for he shall be as a tree planted by
the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green,

and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit. The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked. Who can know it? I, the Lord, search
the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the

fruit of his doings.” Jeremiah 17:8-10. “And God saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” Genesis 6:5.

The wicked (in and out of the
church) love to shoot their arrows at

the righteous!

“For, behold, the wicked bend their bows. They
set their arrows on the strings, that they may shoot in
darkness at the upright in heart.” Psalm 11:2 MB.

The wicked (in and out of the
church) love to shoot their wicked

words at the righteous!

“The transgression of the wicked saith within my
heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes, for he
flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be
found to be hateful. The words of his mouth are
iniquity and deceit; he hath left off to be wise, and
to do good. He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he
setteth himself in a way that is not good; he abhorreth
not evil.” Psalm 36:1-4.

We are not to join the wicked in their
sins, but are to come out from among
them, and partake not of their sins. .

.”!

“A froward heart shall depart from me. I will not
know a wicked person.” Psalm 101:4.

A studied, meditated upon, answer is
a fruit of the righteous!

“The heart of the righteous studieth to answer, but
the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things. The
Lord is far from the wicked, but he heareth the prayer
of the righteous.” Proverbs 15:28-29.

Jesus alone saves us in the battle
between truth and error, between

christ and self!
[“Self” removes all the beauty of the character of

Jesus, everything beautiful in us. “Self” is horrible, “self”
is nasty; “self” is not beautiful. When the holy spirit makes
me discover “self” in me, I say, “Lord, how ugly I am!
Whereas, I want to be beautiful like you, Jesus. Jesus, I
pray thee, remove this “self” so I can be as beautiful as
you!”

JB: You know that Jones or Waggoner said that “self”
is worse than satan.

Of course, it is satan himself, because “self” finds his
character in us. “Self” is the person of satan; it is satan’s
character, and that is what does the conflicts. It is
what creates the battle between truth and error.
Sometimes this conflict happens in our person, in our heart;
this is why Jesus said, “When satan comes, this people of
God who will have vanquished “self” will be able to say,
‘Satan comes, and he has nothing in me. There is no longer
anything from you in me. I am pure; I am like Jesus, and
the father sees his son in me.’” . . . Very often I say in
myself, “Lord, it is good to be a part of a church.” As ‘the
spirit of prophecy’ says, “the walls do not save; the
assemblies do not save. It is Jesus only who saves,” in order
for the sun of grace to shine over us every day.” Dreams and

Visions 79:5:18-20.]

Every defect of our character must be
overcome by the sanctification of

christ abiding within!
[We are living amid the perils of the last days, and we

should guard every avenue by which satan can approach us
with his temptations. A fatal delusion seizes those who
have had great light and precious opportunities, but who
have not walked in the light nor improved the opportunities
which God has given them. Darkness comes upon them;
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and they fail to make christ their strength, and fall
an easy prey to the snares of the deceiver. A mere assent to
the truth will never save a soul from death. We must be
sanctified through the truth; every defect of
character must be overcome, or it will overcome us
and become a controlling power for evil.

No way is provided for anyone to be
saved in one sin! God requires perfect

harmony with sinless heaven!
Cultivate whatever in your character is in harmony with

the character of christ. Cherish those things that are true,
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report; but put
away whatever is unlike our redeemer. Selfish-
ness is cherished to an extent that few realize; guard against
it at all times and in all places. Do not excuse yourself
in any error. If you have one objectionable trait, which
you find it difficult to subdue, do not talk of your weakness
as something that others must bear with. Do not soothe
your conscience with the thought that you cannot overcome
the peculiarities that deform your character, nor listen to
satan's suggestion that they are not very grievous. There
is no way by which you may be saved in sin.
Every soul that gains eternal life must be like christ, "holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners." [Hebrews

7:26.] The followers of christ must shine as lights in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation.

God orders test after test to prove us
to show us the evil in our characters
so that we may confess our sins and

forsake them!
Some seek to control their surroundings, thinking that

if they are placed in favorable positions, the bad traits in
their character will not be developed. But God orders
our surroundings, and he will place us where we shall
have test after test, to prove us and to reveal what is in our
hearts. Again and again we shall be brought into strait
places, that it may be known whether we are indeed cruci-
fied with christ or full of self-love. How will this testing
process end with each of us? The prince of darkness will
put forth all his power to retain us in his possession; but we
have a mighty helper.

Self-love deceives us and makes us
fools to believe that we are not

desperately wicked!
Self-love will prompt to a much better opinion of self

than the word of God will warrant; for "the heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. Who
can know it?" [Jeremiah 17:9.] God's word is the standard
that we must all reach. It is unsafe to consult feeling or to
trust to our own heart; the wise man declares, "He that
trusteth in his own heart is a fool." [Proverbs 28:26.]

Abiding in christ daily make every
effort to advance using divine aid for

help and strength!
Church membership will not guarantee us heaven. We

must abide in christ, and his love must abide in
us. We must every day make advancement in
the formation of symmetrical character. "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your father which is in
heaven is perfect." [Matthew 5:48.] As God is perfect in his
sphere, so are we required to be perfect in ours. There is a
great work before us individually, to reach this high stand-
ard. Our attainments will be just in accordance
with the effort we make, our character just what we
choose to make it; for through the divine aid prom-
ised us, we can overcome. Jesus "knoweth our frame; he
remembereth that we are dust." [Psalm 103:14.] In pitying
tenderness he will give us the help and strength
we need.

Weed out self-esteem, scandals, and
rumors, but cultivate love of others,

meekness, and lowliness of heart!
Let us diligently cultivate the pure principles of

the gospel of christ, – the religion, not of self-es-
teem, but of love, meekness, and lowliness of
heart. Then we shall love our brethren, and esteem
them better than ourselves. Our minds will not
dwell on the dark side of their character; we shall not
feast on scandal and flying reports. But "whatso-
ever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise," we shall "think on these things." Philippians 4:8.

Gospel Workers, pages 445-446.]

Fitted for Translation 

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world, and this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith. 1 John 5:4.

Jesus leads us to confront everything
in us that opposes God to show us

what in our hearts shuts out Jesus.
Those who overcome by sacrificing
their idols and heeding the counsels

they don’t want to heed are fitted for
heaven!

God leads his people on, step by step. He brings
them up to different points calculated to mani-
fest what is in the heart. Some endure at one point,
but fall off at the next. At every advanced point the heart is
tested and tried a little closer. If the professed people
of God find their hearts opposed to this
straight work, it should convince them that
they have a work to do to overcome, if they
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would not be spewed out of the mouth of the
Lord. Said the angel: "God will bring his work closer and
closer to test and prove every one of his people." Some are
willing to receive one point; but when God brings them to
another testing point, they shrink from it and stand back,
because they find that it strikes directly at some cherished
idol. Here they have opportunity to see what is
in their hearts that shuts out Jesus. They prize
something higher than the truth, and their hearts are not
prepared to receive Jesus. Individuals are tested and proved
a length of time to see if they will sacrifice their
idols and heed the counsel of the true witness.
. . . Those who come up to every point, and stand every test,
and overcome, be the price what it may, have
heeded the counsel of the true witness, and they will re-
ceive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for transla-
tion.

Behold the selfishness, covetousness,
pride, and evil passions in your mind!

Inspired divine truth alone makes
one noble-hearted, generous, and full

of good works!
God proves his people in this world. This is the

fitting-up place to appear in his presence. Here, in this
world, in these last days, persons will show what
power affects their hearts and controls their
actions. If it is the power of divine truth, it will lead to
good works. It will elevate the receiver, and make him
noble-hearted and generous, like his divine Lord. But if
evil angels control the heart, it will be seen in
various ways. The fruit will be selfishness, covetous-
ness, pride, and evil passions.

Many falsely think that salvation is
by profession of faith or knowledge

of truth, but salvation from sin
requires repentance from sin!

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked. Professors of religion are not willing to closely
examine themselves to see whether they are in the
faith; and it is a fearful fact that many are leaning on a false
hope. . . . They seem to think that a profession of
the truth will save them. When they subdue
those sins which God hates, Jesus will come in
and sup with them and they with him. They will
then draw divine strength from Jesus, and will grow up in
him, and be able with holy triumph to say: "Thanks be
to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ." (Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 187, 188).

At every step in life the evil of our
desperately wicked hearts is revealed

in order to prompt us to repent!
The third angel is leading up a people, step by step,

higher and higher. At every step they will be tested
(ibid., p. 190). Lift Him Up, page 375.]

Satan us creating circumstances to
tempt Israel to disobey God!

[Men do not know their own hearts; for "the heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked."
Jeremiah 17:9. But God understands the tendencies of the de-
praved nature of man. Then, as now, satan was watching to
bring about conditions favorable to rebellion, that the
people of Israel might make themselves as abhorrent to God
as were the Canaanites. The adversary of souls is ever on
the alert to open channels for the unrestrained flow of evil
in us; for he desires that we may be ruined, and be con-
demned before God.  Patriarchs and Prophets, page 688.]

The duty to keep God’s command-
ments cannot be attained by reaching
the highest human standard of char-
acter because man’s highest standard

is desperately wicked!
[The commandments of God are comprehensive

and far reaching; in a few words they unfold the whole
duty of man. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind, and with all thy strength. . . . Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as  thyself." (Mark 12:30, 31). In these words the
length and breadth, the depth and height, of the law of God
is comprehended; for Paul declares, "Love is the fulfilling
of the law." (Romans 13:10). The only definition we find in
the Bible for sin is that "sin is the transgression of the
law." (1 John 3:4). The word of God declares, "All have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God." (Romans

3:23). "There is none that doeth good, no, not one."
(Romans 3: 12). Many are deceived concerning the condition
of their hearts. They do not realize that the natural
heart is deceitful above all things, and desper-
ately wicked. They wrap themselves about
with their own righteousness, and are satisfied
in reaching their own human standard of
character; but how fatally they fail when they do
not reach the divine standard, and of them-
selves they cannot meet the requirements of
God.

Because everyone on earth is
desperately wicked, it is only by

looking to Jesus as the divine
standard for harmony with heaven!

We may measure ourselves by ourselves, we may com-
pare ourselves among ourselves, we may say we do as well
as this one or that one, but the question to which the judg-
ment will call for an answer is, Do we meet the claims
of high heaven? Do we reach the divine stand-
ard? Are our hearts in harmony with the God of
heaven?
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No christian or non-christian has
strength to do anything good; all is
hopeless without Jesus reigning in

the heart to give unto us repentance
and sanctification!

The human family have all transgressed the law
of God, and as transgressors of the law, man is hope-
lessly ruined; for he is the enemy of God, without
strength to do any good thing. "The carnal mind
is enmity against God, for it is not subject to the law of

God, neither indeed can be." (Romans 8:7). Looking into
the moral mirror--God's holy law--man sees himself a
sinner, and is convicted of his state of evil, his
hopeless doom under the just penalty of the law. But he
has not been left in a state of hopeless distress in which sin
has plunged him; for it was to save the transgressor from
ruin that he who was equal with God offered up his life on
Calvary. "God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16). 1 Selected

Messages, pages 320, 321.]
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“Since you [the Church of Philadelphia] have kept your perseverance in me [Jesus], I will also keep you at the
hour of temptation.” Revelation 3:10.
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