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Membership year 1964
Start of lending operations 1972
Number of ADB operations approved, 1967-2012 15
Number of ADF operations approved, 1967-2012 49
Number of NTF operations 2
Subscribed Capital (%) as of December 2012 0.059
Total voting power (%) as of December 2012 0.068
Number of operations in the current portfolio 11
Total loan amount of operations in the current portfolio (UA million) 145.3

Mauritania
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Islamic Republic of Mauritania 
Recent Developments 

Mauritania achieved positive growth for the
fourth consecutive year in 2012. Specifically, 

the economy grew 6.0% and is forecasted to grow
6.4% in 2013. Unlike previous years, the economy’s
dynamism was driven mainly by construction and public
work and agriculture sectors, supported by public’s
investments and mining investment, and a good rainfall. 

Excluding products from the hydrocarbon sector,
fiscal consolidation has resulted in the reduction of the
fiscal imbalance to -3.6% of GDP in 2012. Meanwhile 
the government has improved the macroeconomic
environment by implementing a sound monetary policy,
focusing on controlling inflation, which was 6.0% in
2012. Additionally, the rise in international commodity
prices and the food crisis in 2011 have resulted in the
implementation of social policies favoring the poor. 

Concerning the political evolution, in 2011, Mauritania
undertook an important inclusive dialogue between the
leading party and the opposition. However, this dialogue
did little to ease political tensions fuelled also by the
recent crisis in Mali. Furthermore, the inability of the
government to organize elections remains a source of
tension.  

Socially, Mauritania is challenged by the rising prices of
basic commodities, which led to the government’s
implementation of the National Solidarity Program. This
context could be further aggravated by the large influx
of Malian Touareg refugees following hostilities in the
North East of the country. However, the outlook for 2013
appears favorable presaging optimal agricultural crops.

As in the rest of the region, Mauritania also faces important
challenges regarding youth unemployment. Indeed, the
unemployment rate for those between the ages of 15-
24 is 50.8% for men and 69% for women. Cognizant of
the destabilizing political impact that unemployment could
have, the authorities have created a National Agency for
the Promotion of Youth Employment (ANAPEJ) and

reinforced policies on professional training. Nevertheless,
the question of unemployment amongst the educated
remains a problematic and urgent challenge for the
country.  



Since commencing operations in Mauritania in 1972,
the Bank Group has provided the country with total

financing of UA 509 million for 66 operations. Of these:
45% are ADB loans and grants, while 53% are ADF
loans and grants, and 2% are NTF loans and grants.

Since 1972, the sectorial breakdown of operations
indicates that industry accounted for 42% of approvals
to Mauritania. This is followed by infrastructure (water,
energy, and transport) with 37%, the social sector with
13%, agricultural sector with 11% and the financial
sector accounts for 4%.  

Mining and Quarrying Industry

sector  

Mauritania has substantial mining and oil reserves, with
the mining sector contributing an estimated around one
third of GDP in 2012. In 2011 and 2012,  iron production
grew respectively by -2.7% and -0.9%, copper by -10.1%
and -4.5% and gold by +7.4% and 7.9%.  

The mining sector benefited from a series of
developments since 2009 including the reopening of
the Akjoujt copper mine after an investment of more
than USD 104 million by copper mining consortium

MCM.  In addition, MCM began producing gold in 2009
with an annual target of 60,000 ounces.

Thus far, the Bank Group has participated in financing
six projects in the mining sector since 1978 for a total
of UA 214.32 million. The Bank Group has partnered
with the National Industrial Mining Company for the past
30 years with a long-term objective of diversifying and
increasing mining production up to the level of the
country’s mining potential, improving the government’s
tax revenue from the sector; and contributing to the
country’s economic and social development.

Water and Sanitation sector

As a Saharan and Sahelian country, Mauritania is
confronted with serious surface and underground water
problems. The government has designed a strategy to
improve access to drinking water by giving priority to
the most underprivileged population in Mauritania. The
long-term objective is to provide all villages with over
500 inhabitants with a drinking water supply system,
and to raise the water connection rate to 85% in rural
areas. 

Since 1967, the Bank Group has provided finances
to the sector amounting to UA 62.02 million to help
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Overview of Bank Group Operations in Mauritania

Agriculture - 11.3%

Transport - 4.6%

Water supply - 12.2%

Energy - 2.9%

Industry - 42.1%

Finance - 3.8%

Social - 12.8%

Mul sector - 9.9%

Other - 0.2%

Figure 5.14: Cumulative Bank and Group Loans 
and Grants by Institutions in Mauritania 

(1972 – 2012)

ADB - 46.0%

ADF - 52.1%

NTF - 1.8%

Figure 5.15: Cumulative Bank and Group Loans 
and Grants by Sector in Mauritania

(1972 – 2012)
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mitigate the problem of water scarcity in Mauritania.
In December 2012, the Bank has approved a new
operation (Integrated National Program of Water in
Rural sector) for UA 8.562 million. Bank interventions
have improved socio-economic and health conditions
of rural communities in Mauritania by improving water
supply and household sanitation.  

Agriculture and Rural Development

Sector

In collaboration with various development partners, the
government has implemented the integrated irrigated
areas program, developed and managed pasture lands.
This has resulted in increased farm output and reduced
post-harvest losses. 

The agro-livestock sector accounted for 15.2% of GDP
in 2012, growing at roughly -2.6% in 2012, after the
rainfall deficit in 2011. The Mauritanian government
made efforts to achieve self-sufficiency by upgrading
facilities, increasing the subsidies in the rural sector ,
ensuring timely and adequate supply of fertilizers, using
40% selected seeds for harvests instead of the previous
15%, and reinforcing technical supervision. Livestock
provides more than 80% of the whole sector’s value
added and about 9.5% of GDP.

The Bank Group has approved 14 operations in the
sector with total commitments reaching UA 57.62
million, thereby contributing to food security by

increasing agricultural production and improving farmers’
incomes. 

Financial Sector 

The financial system remains modest and partitioned
compared with the other Maghreb countries. The low
level of banking intermediation constitutes an obstacle
to the domestic saving mobilization and the access to
credit which represents a major constraint on economic
growth. However, the important Government’s efforts to
modernize and strengthen the stability of the financial
sector should be highlighted. They include the reform of
the legal and regulatory framework that was implemented
in 2009. Recently numerous banks increased their capital
in order to meet the new rules instituted by the Central
Bank which stipulate that the minimum capital a bank
can have is 18 million USD. 

In 2011, the banking sector witnessed the arrival of a
new institution, the Islamic Bank of Mauritania, which
holds 22 million USD in capital. Sixty per cent of the Bank
is owned by the Islamic Society for the development of
the private sector (SID), a subsidiary of the Islamic
Development Bank (IDB) and the remaining 40% is owned
by the ASYA bank. In 2012, three new banking institutions
have emerged.

The Bank has contributed to the development of the
country’s financial sector by financing several credit
lines for Mauritania. In 2012, the Bank has approved a
technical assistance to support Mauritanie leasing which
became Banque Populaire de Mauritanie en 2012. 

Figure 5.16: Cumulative ADB Loans and Grants 
by Instruments  in Mauritania (1972 – 2012)

3
-01
.0'

ADB Project Loans (public) - 36.4%

ADB Project Loans (private) - 421.9%

ADB Line of Credit (public) - 3.0%

ADB Line of Credit (private) - 2.8%

ADB Grants - 0.5%

ADB Other - 15.4%

ADF Project Loans (public) - 64.2%

ADF Line of Credit (public) - 1.3%

ADF Policy Based Lending - 15.0%

ADF Grants - 4.9%

ADF Other - 14.6%

Figure 5.17: Cumulative ADF Loans and Grants 
by Instruments in Mauritania (1972 – 2012)
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The main thrusts of the Mauritanian government’s
development agenda are: i) accelerating growth 

while maintaining a stable macroeconomic framework;
ii) anchoring growth on the economic sphere of the poor;
ii) developing human resources and expanding essential
services; iv) improving governance and building capacity
and v) improving management, monitoring/evaluation
and coordination.

The Bank has released its new strategy of assistance for
the period between 2011 and 2015, which aims to
contribute to the realization of the country’s priorities,
most notably by reinforcing the competitiveness of their
economy and reducing poverty.  

On the basis of lessons learned from the preceding strategy,
the 2011-2015 strategy will base its work on the following
two pillars: the reinforcement of infrastructure, and the
improvement of economic governance and financial
management. The first pillar will concentrate on the
development of water infrastructure in rural areas so that
the goal of providing 75% of the population with drinking
water by 2015 is reached. This pillar will also allow the
bank to support the distribution and production of electricity.
The second pillar regarding the improvement of economic
governance will allow the Bank to support reforms and
reinforce the institutional capacity of governmental

administration. Here, the objective is to promote
macroeconomic stability and maintain economic growth
through the improved management of public finances, the
modernization of the administration, and an improvement
in the business climate. 

The Bank’s ongoing portfolio in Mauritania, as of
December 31, 2012 had 11 operations, representing total
commitments of nearly UA 145.313 million. Active Bank
operations show that the industry, mining and the
quarrying sector account for 77% of the financing to
Mauritania. This is followed by the water and sanitation
sector account for 12.5% and 5.5% excluding in public
operation. 
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Bank Group Strategy & Ongoing Activities 
in Mauritania

Figure 5.18: Structure of the current portfolio by
sector in Mauritania

Agriculture - 4.8%

Finance - 0.2%

Social - 4.1%

Water Supply and Sanita�on - 12.8%

Mining and Quarrying - 76.9%

Mul�-Sector - 1.3%
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The Nouakchott City “Aftout Essaheli” Drinking 
Water Supply Project

ADF Loan Amount UA 26.00 million
Co-Financiers AFESD, KFAED, SFD, IDB, Government of Mauritania, OPEC
Approval Date September 2003
Completion Date December 2011
Location Nouakchott City
Executing Agency National Water Corporation
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Background and Objectives

The Mauritanian government is taking action to address
the country’s water shortage problem, which hampers
the social and economic development of Nouakchott city.
The government conducted a study which led to the
preparation of a water supply project aimed at meeting
the city’s requirements right up to 2030.

The current project is consistent with the Bank’s water
and sanitation sector strategy. Water from the Senegal
River will benefit the poorest on the outskirts of the capital
who have no access to basic drinking water supply
infrastructure. The project will also supply drinking water
to rural populations living around the water supply
installations. Furthermore, it will include a study on water
supply for rural populations along the aqueduct. To that
end, the project will also contribute to the achievement
of the Bank’s Rural Drinking Water Supply Initiative.

More specifically, the project aims to increase coverage
of water requirements of the Nouakchott population by
increasing the daily drinking water production.

Description

The project comprises the following main components:

• Supply structure and pumping stations aimed at 
drawing water from the Senegal River and transferring 
it to the Béni-Nadji pre-treatment station;

• Water treatment structures;
• Raw water transfer pipes from the Nouakchott supply
• Pre-treated water conservation pool at Nouakchott;
• Drinking water transfer pipes;
• Consultancies, inspection and supervision of works;

and
• Institutional support and project management.

Expected Outcomes

The project intends to: 

• Improve drinking water supply for Nouakchott
residents;

• Mobilize water for rural populations located along the 
aqueduct.
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Rural Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Project 
in the South

Background and Objectives

In Mauritania, there is limited access to drinking water
and sanitation facilities, especially in rural areas. In
response to this concern, the government designed  a
national water supply and sanitation program for the year
2015. The national program is in line with the Bank’s
Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative which aimed,
inter alia, at accelerating access for rural communities to
adequate water and sanitation systems.

The Bank Group is financing a project in the rural areas
of the southern part of the country which embodies
aspects related to integrated water resources
management. It lays emphasis on environmental
protection and the integration of women in the
development process.

The project’s specific objective is to improve drinking
water supply in rural communities; provide adequate
sanitation to rural communities; and contribute to efforts
at improving the performance of rural drinking water
supply and sanitation.

Description

The project will be implemented through the following
activities:

• Provision of a modern water point to rural dwellers 
and all the rural localities; 

• Set up an efficient system of sanitation in all the rural
localities;

• Develop water management and sanitation structures; 
and

• Sensitize and involve communities in the design and
management of drinking water supply structures.

Expected Outcomes

The project intends to:

• Develop drinking water supply structures;
• Install adequate household and public latrines;

ADF Loan Amount UA 9.70 million
Co-Financiers Community Beneficiaries, Government of Mauritania 
Approval Date November 2006
Expected Completion Date December 2012
Location Three regions: Hodh El Chargui, Assaba and Gorgol
Executing Agency Ministry of Water Resources
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Water Management

ADB MIC Grant € 500,000
Co-Financiers UNDP, Government of Mauritania
Approval Date November 2007
Expected Completion Date December 2012
Location Nationwide
Executing Agency Ministry of Water Resources
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Background and Objectives

Currently, Mauritania is focused on improving access to
water drainage in an affordable manner. Indeed, in 2006
the government released a declaration on the country’s
development policy in the water sector which announced
the creation of a water management organization (AGIRE),
which would best equip Mauritania with a means of
managing its water resources. 

The objective of this project is to create an environment
that enables an integrated and sustainable management
of water resources and water infrastructure so as to
contribute to poverty reduction and development.

Description 

This project will entail: 

• The creation of a central mechanism for evaluating 
the water management system;

• An analysis of information, studies and other relevant 
sources of knowledge on the water management 
system;

• A report on the lacuna present in the system as well 
as options for responding to those problems;

• The reinforcement of decentralization at a regional 
level in Brekna;

• The optimization of the network of measures available 
in the region;

• The creation of a study on the possibility of creating 
a system of regional information on water, and creating 
subsequent models suggested in the report.

Expected Outcomes 

The expected results of the project include: 

• The development of a new strategy that reinforces 
the competencies of AGIRE so they are better able 
to collect and organize information available on water 
management;

• The decentralization and support for communities in 
the region of Berkna;

• The improvement of the living conditions of the poor 
in terms of their revenue, environment, health, 
education, and the livelihood of their children, which 
will be achieved through the extended access of basic 
services and through proper water management.
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Integrated national project in the area of rural
water

Background and Objectives

The project aims at substantially improving living
conditions of rural populations, particularly in Brakna,
Gorgol and Tagant, through better access to drinking
water and water for livestock and agricultural production.
The project will build water and sanitation infrastructure
(pastoral water and small irrigation). The project also
provides institutional support through the development
of a national strategy for integrated management of water
resources and support to regional and agricultural
cooperatives.

Description

The project has three components:

• Infrastructure development (74.7%)
• Institutional support (17.03%)
• Project management (8.26%)

Further, the project focuses on an integrated approach
that takes into account the needs of people in drinking
water, livestock and small-scale irrigation development
of vegetable production.

Expected Outcomes

The expected results are:

• Improve the rate of access to drinking water for the 
targeted population with an increase from 53% in 
2011 to 75% in 2015 and 80 % in 2020 for drinking 
water. 

• Improve the rate of access to sanitation for the 
targeted population by 2015 with an increase from 
21% in 2011 to 32% in 2015 and 65% in 2020. 

• Ultimately, the project targets reach 110,000 additional 
individuals and 120 public institutions (schools, health 
centers) and 140 villages.

ADF Loan Amount 3.052 million UA
ADF Grant Amount 2.44 million UA
RWISSI Grant Amount 3.02 million UA
Approval Date December 2012
Expected Completion Date December 2018
Location Nationwide
Executing Agency Ministry of Hydraulic
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SNIM Expansion Project: GUELB II

world-class industrial company, supporting SNIM in
developing and sustaining its activities. 

The project’s objective is to increase SNIM’s contribution
to government revenue and the local economy and to
improve the environmental management system for an
ISO 14000 certification.

Description

The project will be implemented through the following
activities:

• Construction and operation of a new enrichment plant 
and related infrastructure;

• Building SNIM’s institutional capacity for the
environmental management and monitoring of projects;

• Technical assistance which will use the FAPA grant 
to fund SNIM Foundation’s capacity building.

Expected Outcomes

Specifically, the project intends to:

• Increase government revenue;
• Create job opportunities for nationals;
• Increase technical training; and
• Improve SNIM environmental and social management

of its projects.

ADB Loan Amount US$ 175 million Senior Loan,  
FAPA Grant US$ 1 million 
Co-financiers SNIM, Other Commercial Banks, EIB, AFD, IDB.
Approval Date September 2009
Expected Completion Date December 2013
Location Zouerate
Executing Agency The National Industrial and Mining Company
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Background and Objectives

The Mauritania’s mining sector is one of the country’s
engines of economic growth. The sector’s position has
been strengthened in recent years under the impetus of
a dynamic mining policy aimed at enhancing the sector’s
attractiveness for private investment, diversifying mining
production and thereby reducing the economy’s
vulnerability. The main challenge lies in completing major
ongoing investment projects at the National Industrial
and Mining Company (SNIM) likely to enable the mining
company, within a short time-frame, to increase its
production capacity by an additional 4 million tons per
year of higher quality iron ore, thus increasing overall
capacity to about 15 million tons per year.

The project is in line with the AfDB’s private sector
development strategy. It will enable the Bank to reaffirm
more than three decades of strategic partnership with a
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SNIM Export Capacity Enhancement Project

ADB Loan Amount UA 22.318 million
Approval Date May 2001
Closing Date December 2011
Location Nouadhibou, Zouerate
Executing Agency  The National Industrial and Mining Company
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Background and Objectives

Approximately 12.9 % of the Mauritania’s GDP can be
attributed to the mining sub-sector. The exploitation of
major iron ore reserves and the geological potential of
the Mauritanian under soil in terms of non-ferrous (copper,
lead, zinc) and precious ores, are seen as pivotal to the
development of the country’s economy. 

The aim of this project was to upgrade the significant
potential of the mining sub-sector in order to increase
its export capacity while diversifying the mineral
products exported. Specifically, the project will optimize
the mining of the various deposits with a view to
increase the contribution of the mining sector to the
national economy. 

Description 

This project entailed: 

• The provision of an ore carrier port;
• The improvement of ore processing through the 

construction and installation of two grinders, spiral 
processing facilities at the Guelb factory, a wt 
magnetic separation shop, a 10 MW generator, and 
ancillary infrastructure;

• The improvement of railway transport capacity 
through the construction and installation of a 10.4 
km railway line and train station, a 6km electricity line, 
tracks over 235.9 km, 125,000 wooden switch ties,
150 ore wagons and 7 shunting engines. 

Expected Outcomes 

As a result of this project: 

• SNIM production and exports from 11.5 to 13.5 million 
tons beginning in 2001; 

• An optimization of the mining of the different mining 
deposits resulting in an average annual growth rate 
for the sector at 5% beginning in 2001 and a 50% 
increase in iron export rates as share of exports will 
be obtained.
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Public Procurement Reform

ADB Loan Amount 0.17 million UA
Co-Financiers The Government of Mauritania
Approval Date September 2011
Expected Completion Date November 2012
Location  Nationwide 
Executing Agency Ministry of Economic Affairs

Background and Objectives

This project seeks to continue the implementation of
the procurement reforms initiated by the Mauritanian
authorities in 2004. The project is designed to support
all stakeholders (public administration, project
implementation unit and the private sector members)
to better understand the new rules. This will be achieved
through the wide distribution of the new texts as well
as a training program tailored to the specific profiles of
actors. It is essentially an activity of capacity building
for improved governance and financial transparency.
These new provisions will improve the absorption
capacity of the country with regard to external financing,
which could eventually match the national procedures
for procurement. 

Description 

This project will entail the following:

• The drafting of different types of documents for 
procurement;

• Training and capacity building activities;
• Assistance in setting  up new structures for 

procurement
• The design and implementation of a training program 

at the Ecole Nationale d’Administration.

Expected Outcomes 

This project will result in: 

• The design and implantation of a training program;
• The training and capacity building of 270 people in 

public procurement;
• The development of an annual plan for public 

procurement.
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Invasive Aquatic Weeds 

ADB Loan Amount UA 810,000
Co-Financiers CEDEAO
Approval Date September 2004
Expected Completion Date December 2011
Location Nationwide
Executing Agency CEDEAO

Background and Objectives 

The proliferation of invasive aquatic weeds in the rivers
of Western Africa constitutes a significant threat. This
weed invasion constitutes an obstacle to the natural
replenishment of bodies of water and as a result has
negative effects on the daily life of local populations. In
affected zones, these obstacles could take the form of
complicating the navigability of bodies of water, or the
aggravation of health problems. Fishermen and fish
traders, for example, see a great loss in their income as
a result. Farmers that depend on water for irrigation
purposes have to dedicate more time to cleaning canals
and their livelihoods are thus also affected. The efficient
management of invasive aquatic weeds is thus necessary
. 
This project aims to develop the sustainable management
of natural resources, specifically of water resources, to
maximize their contribution to social, economic and
environmental development. Specifically, it will contribute
to the fight against the invasion of aquatic weeds with a
minimum affect on the local environment. 

Description

The project will entail:

• The integrated management of proliferating aquatic 
weeds;

• The reinforcement of capabilities to curb the growth 
of these weeds;

• The creation of a unit for coordination of the project.

Expected Outcomes 

For the 8 countries involved in the project, the expected
results of the project include:

• A considerable reduction in the infestation of these 
weeds;

• The sensitization and mobilization of 150,000 to 
300,000 people for the management of water 
resources;

• The organization of 400 committees along with other
forms of national coordination;

• Capacity building regarding the understanding of the 
evolution of invasive aquatic weeds;

• The training of 2, 400 farmers and compost
technicians;

• An improvement in agricultural production of 2200t 
over 5 years and the composting of 120 hectares.
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West Brakna Irrigation Scheme Project 

• Construction, rehabilitation and improvement of core 
water infrastructure; 

• Capacity building of farmers’ organisations;
• Project management.

Expected Outcomes

The project intends to:

• Increase agricultural production;
• Improve food security;
• Increase farmers incomes;
• Create jobs; and
• Reduce poverty.

ADF Loan Amount UA 2.67 million
NTF Loan Amount UA 4.30 million
Co-financiers Government of Mauritania and Beneficiaries
Approval Date November 2004
Expected Completion Date November 2012
Location Right bank of River Senegal–Brakna Area
Executing Agency National Rural Development Company
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Background and Objectives

With over 80% of its land mass in the desert zone and
an average annual rainfall of 100 mm, Mauritania has
based its rural development and poverty reduction
strategies on irrigation. The country’s long-term vision in
this respect is to transform the River Senegal Valley into
one of the major sources of its development and
economic growth. In line with this, the government set
up a program which sets out the modalities for intervention
in the irrigation sub-sector through technical, economic,
legal and institutional measures for a revitalized agricultural
development.

The Bank Group provided a grant to conduct a study on
an irrigation scheme for natural infrastructural units in
West Brakna. The study enabled the government to
explore possibilities for emergency intervention to improve
food security and the living conditions of the communities
concerned. 

Furthermore, the current project objective is to increase
irrigated and agricultural outputs and increase farming
incomes in a sustainable manner.

Description

The project will be implemented through the following
activities:
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Humanitairian Aid Rosso Floods 

FSS Grant Amount US$ 1 million
Approval Date January 2009
Expected Completion Date November 2012
Location Rosso and surrounding areas
Executing Agency Commissariat à la Sécurité Alimentaire (CSA)

S
o

ci
al

 S
ec

to
r

Background and Objectives

On the 27, 28 and 29 August 2009, torrential rains of
exceptional quantities—176 mm in 48 hours—fell on the
town of Rosso, causing flooding in some neighborhoods
in the city over the district of El Jidr Mohuguen, Chgara,
and Tounguen Rgheiwatt. The rains have caused casualties
and significant damages in these localities, including public
buildings and other socio-economic infrastructure.

The purpose of the emergency response grant is to
provide financial assistance to the Government in its
efforts to provide food and relief supplies, assist
cooperatives allocated to resume their economic activities
and restore the functioning of economic and social
infrastructure so as to quickly restore normalcy in the
economic and social life of affected populations. 

Description 

This project will entail:

• The provision of food;
• The supply of equipment and emergency equipment;
• The Servicing of the host sites; 
• The provision of assistance to redevelop damaged 

stores; and
• The development of new markets around the site of 

the disaster. 

Expected Outcomes 

As a result of this project: 

• The living conditions of the victims will be returned to 
normal;

• The economic activities and social services of the 
area will be revived;

• Lives will be saved and vital infrastructure will be 
rehabilitated.
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Education System Development Support Project 
(PNDSE) 

• Supporting research/development, teaching and
technological innovations; and 

• Supporting project management structure. 

Expected Outcomes

The project intends to:

• Rehabilitate and equip the Institut Supérieur
d’Enseignement Technologique (ISET) in Rosso;

• Review institutional set-up and governance at the
tertiary level;

• Encourage and sustain research and development; and
• Strengthen and make fully operational the planning, 

management and follow-up mechanism.

ADF Loan Amount UA 8.30 million
Co-Financiers Government of Mauritania 
Approval Date November 2001
Closing Date April 2011
Location Rosso
Executing Agency Directorate of Education and Training Projects (DPEF)

T h e  A f r i c a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  B a n k  G r o u p  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a  -  2 0 1 3
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Background and Objectives  

There is a recurrent need to improve the quality of
education, research/development and strengthen equity
within the Mauritanian system. The government believes
that certain key thrusts of the educational system reform
lie in the professionalization and introduction of short
training courses to create an enabling environment to
improve necessary skills to meet the country’s social
development, economic productivity and competitiveness
needs. 

Within the context of the educational system reform, the
extension and upgrading of the Rosso Training Institute
addresses the double concern for efficiency and
anticipation of national development exigencies. The Bank
Group is therefore supporting this institute with the specific
objective of diversifying education supply, improving the
quality of instruction and research with a view to providing
intermediate technical training (senior technicians) and
senior managers (engineers) in agro-pastoral, forestry
and food technology fields.

Description

The project has the following components: 

• Developing basic infrastructure (ISET in Rosso); 
• Institution building; 
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Line of Credit to GBM

ADB Loan Amount US$ 10 million
Approval Date December 2002
Closing Date December 2011 
Location Nationwide
Executing Agency  General de Banque de Mauritanie (GBM)

Background and Objectives

The Mauritanian economy depends largely on the
agricultural sector, iron ore mining and fisheries although
commercial services are showing clear signs of growth,
especially tourism and telecommunications. 

The objective of this line of credit was to contribute to
the deepening of the financial needs of economic agents.
By envisaging the recruitment of professional engineers
for the Corporate Department, the line of credit will be a
vector of GBM institutional strengthening in appraisal of
projects and monitoring of financed projects. 

Description 

This project entailed: 

• The financing in the medium term of viable projects 
mainly in the sectors of industry and services eligible 
for Bank-financing;

• The credit was used to procure goods, equipment 
and supplies needed for making investments so as 
to establish, modernize, and carry out extensions, as 
well as to renovate enterprises presenting a high 
growth potential. 

Expected Outcomes  

This project will have the following results: 

• Increase the availability of medium and long term f
inancing for the services industry;

• Expand and modernize the services industry to 
increase its contribution to economic development;

• Create new jobs. 
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Project to build the capacities of Microfinance 
Stakeholders (PRECAMF)

• Improving microfinance supply services;
• Improving demand and financial services; and
• Providing project management 

Expected Outcomes

The project intends to: 

• Make the supervision and control environment 
conducive for microfinance development;

• Extend the supply of microfinance services to the 
majority of the population;

• Improve demand for financial services; 
• Adapt the services and products of microfinance 

institutions to customer needs; and
Strengthen the capacity to supervise the microfinance 
sector. 

ADF Loan Amount UA 5.98 million
Co-Financiers Government of Mauritania
Approval Date March 2007
Expected Completion Date December 2012
Location Nouakchott, Gorgol, Guidimaka, Assaba, Brakna, Hodh El 

Gharbi, Hodh EchChargui, Trarza, and Tagant
Executing Agency Direction de l’Insertion du Commissariat aux Droits 

de l’Homme, à la Lutte Contre la Pauvreté et à l’Insertion

T h e  A f r i c a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  B a n k  G r o u p  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a  -  2 0 1 3

Background and Objectives

In 2003, the government prepared and adopted its
National Microfinance Strategy (NMFS) designed to
improve access to sustainable financial services for the
poor. However, the weak operational and organizational
capacities of Mauritania’s microfinance institutions (MFI)
and their limited financial autonomy, impeded the
development of microfinance in the country.

The combined support of several partners, the Bank Group
in particular, through the Poverty Reduction Project (PRP)
financed by the ADF from 1998 to 2004 and the African
Development Bank Initiative for Micro-Finance in Africa
(AMINA) from 1998 to 2000, have contributed significantly
to the emergence of microfinance in Mauritania.

Furthermore, the Bank is supporting Mauritania’s micro-
finance industry through this project which will finance
capacity building for microfinance operators. The objective
of the project is to build stakeholder capacity with respect
to supply and demand for microfinance services, with a
view to improving access to sustainable financial
microfinance services for poor workers in order to reduce
poverty.

Description

The project will be implemented over a five-year period
and it comprises the following three components:
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Line of Credit to Mauritania Leasing 

Expected Outcomes

Specifically, the project intends to:

• Increase the SME sector’s contribution to economic 
development;

• Expand the SMEs production and modernize
industry’s production facilities;

• Create new jobs;
• Transfer technology and develop local entrepreneurial 

and technical skills;
• Increase the use of raw materials;
• Increase exports;
• Increase tax base and government revenues; and
• Reduce poverty and gender inequity.

ADB Loan Amount US$ 5 million
Approval Date July 2008
Expected Completion Date December 2011
Location Nationwide
Executing Agency Mauritania Leasing

T h e  A f r i c a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  B a n k  G r o u p  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a  -  2 0 1 3

Background and Objectives

The Mauritanian government has undertaken several
initiatives to boost the private sector’s impact and
improve the enabling business environment. The
Mauritanian private sector policy calls for an increase in
the pace of SME creation and the upgrading of existing
enterprises. This trend is expected to lead to an increase
in  demand for more flexible financing means to meet
the investment requirements of small enterprises with
respect to the procurement of equipment.

The Bank Group is supporting this agenda by providing
term funding to Mauritania Leasing. The line of credit will
enable Mauritania Leasing to increase its on-lending
activities and new bankable and viable projects.

The project objective is to finance the procurement of
equipment, materials, and immovables for leasing to
SMEs operating in Mauritania’s commercial, industrial,
agricultural, fisheries, and services sectors.

Description

The project will be implemented through:

• The provision of a line of credit for on-lending to finance 
the procurement of equipment, materials, and immovables 
for leasing to SMEs operating in the commercial, 
industrial, agricultural, fisheries, and services sectors.
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Line of Credit to “Banque pour le Commerce 
et l’Industrie”

operating in the construction, commercial, manufacturing, 
tourism, agribusiness, fisheries, and service sectors. 

Expected Outcomes

Specifically, the project intends to:

• Extend the SME sector’s contribution to economic
development;

• Develop entrepreneurship and technical skills;
• Create new jobs;
• Develop the infrastructure sector;
• Increase the use of raw materials;
• Increase exports;
• Increase tax base and government revenues; and
• Reduce incidence of poverty through financial and 

SME sector development 

ADB Loan Amount US$ 8 million
Approval Date July 2008
Expected Completion Date December 2011
Location Nationwide
Executing Agency Banque pour le Commerce et l’Industrie

Background and Objectives

The Mauritanian government has undertaken several
initiatives to boost the private sector’s impact and improve
the enabling business environment. Mauritania’s private
sector policy calls for an increase in the pace of SME
creation and the upgrading of existing enterprises. This
trend is expected to lead to an intensification of demand
for longer-term debt financing in the country.

The Bank Group is supporting commercial banks to
deepen the local financial market and, in particular, to
strengthen the SME segment. In line with that, by
providing term funding to the Banque pour le Commerce
et l’Industrie (BCI), the Bank Group will enable it increase
its on-lending activities to SMEs operating in the
construction, commercial, manufacturing, tourism,
agribusiness, fisheries, and service sectors. BCI is
targeting existing export-oriented SMEs with high growth
potential, with a view to modernizing, expanding and /
or rehabilitating their operations. 

The project’s objective is to help develop the SME sector
and contribute to Mauritania’s economic development.

Description

The project will be implemented through the following:

• A line of credit being provided for on-lending to SMEs 
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Technical Assistance to Mauritania Leasing

Background and Objectives

The purpose of the Grant is to finance certain
expenditures required for Mauritania Leasing (ML) that
will contribute to address some of the capacity building
needs of ML, through a highly focused and targeted
technical assistance. This will ensure that Mauritania
Leasing will be able to effectively implement its business
plan and achieve its financial & commercial targets. Based
on needs assessment, the TA will provide a well-directed,
broadly supported and internally coherent capacity
building program to address institutional weaknesses. A
strengthened Mauritania Leasing will be better positioned
to support increased participation of the private sector
in the leasing market.

Description

The grant will:

• Finance a TA on market diversification with a 
component on real estate leasing, factoring and long 
term rental. 

• All components will include feasibility studies, 
development of operational guidelines and policies 
as well as staff training and the provision of 
software.

Expected Outcomes

The grant will result in:

• Improved market diversification through the increased 
of direct foreign investments;

• Improved factoring through the consolidation of 
financing activities resulting in increased access to 
financial products for Mauritanian SMEs.

FAPA Grant Amount 230 million UA
Approval Date August 2011
Expected Completion Date December 2013
Location Nationwide
Executing Agency Mauritania Leasing

T h e  A f r i c a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  B a n k  G r o u p  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a  -  2 0 1 3
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