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On Tuesday, June 25 the United Nations Foundation, International Institute for Environment and
Development, LDC IV Monitor, Southern Voice on Post-MDGs, UN-OHRLLS, and UNA-USA 
Council of Organizations jointly organized an open session at the UN on “Shaping the Post-
2015 Agenda: the LDC Perspective.” The discussion presented an opportunity for experts from 
the global south to share their perspectives on the post-2015 agenda with the UN community in 
New York. The audience included representatives from member state missions to the UN, 
NGOs and other New York-based experts.

The session opened with welcome remarks from Ms. Minh-Thu Pham, Director of Policy, UN 
Foundation; Dr. Debapriya Bhattacharya, Chair of Southern Voice on Post-MDGs, Chair of 
LDC IV Monitor, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD); and Dr. Michèle Pierre-Louis, former Prime 
Minister of Haiti, President of FOKAL Foundation, LDC Independent Expert Group. Under 
Secretary-General and High Representative for Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 
Developing Countries, and Small Island Developing States, Mr. Gyan Acharya, provided the 
keynote address.  Following his address was a panel discussion with inputs from H.E. Mr. Jean-
Francis R. Zinsou, Ambassador of Benin to the UN and Chair of the LDCs; Dr. Mustafizur 
Rahman, Executive Director of CPD; Dr. Saleemul Huq, Senior Fellow of IIED and LDC 
Independent Expert Group; and Dr. Mariteuw Chimère Diaw, Director General of the African 
Model Forest Network, LDC Independent Expert Group.

The speakers acknowledged that it was important to ensure that southern voices are 
represented in the post-2015 dialogue, including with regard to evaluation of the MDG 
framework and reports submitted to the Secretary-General.  Dr. Pierre-Louis expressed that 
solidarity, employment, food security, poverty eradication, sustainable development and climate 
change are currently the most significant issues faced by humanity. Everyone must work 
together, she said, including government, civil society, and think tanks. She urged participants to
think differently about implementing goals, since ending poverty will not be achieved through aid
alone. 

Mr. Acharya applauded the progress that has been made toward the MDGs, especially in 
LDCs, but remarked that there is a long way to go. The post-2015 agenda must build on the 
MDGs and add issues not previously addressed, namely sustainable development, economic 
growth, income-generation, energy, infrastructure, and vulnerability. The next development 
agenda should be inclusive and universal to reflect global interconnectedness, and be equipped
to deal with unsustainable consumption and production, extreme poverty, desertification, and 
agricultural production. He emphasized that there is a need for integrated holistic policies, but it 
is important to consider the global and differentiated impact of those policies.

Human and social development is critical, but without inclusive sustainable economic growth as 
well as domestic and external resource generation, development progress will not be 
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sustainable. As many LDCs’ economies depend on one or a limited number of sectors, 
and roughly seventy percent of people live in rural areas, LDCs are highly vulnerable to 
economic and climate shocks. 

ODA remains important, but non-ODA resources will also be crucial, including trade, 
technology transfer and investment. Adaptation and innovation will also be essential. 
Sustainable development and poverty eradication are not mutually exclusive. There are 
mechanisms to address both, but policies must be equitably applied and enhance the capacity 
of LDCs to move forward. The HLP report provides a good basis upon which to take the 
discussion forward.

Ambassador Zinsou shed light on the shortcomings of the MDGs, including that the process 
was not consultative; it was top-down and characterized by a donor-recipient relationship. He 
also shared some of the LDCs’ concerns regarding the HLP report. An agenda that addresses 
universality and diversity is needed – universality cannot overrun countries with special 
needs. LDCs’ needs have to be addressed so they can tackle their priorities, and efforts should 
focus on LDCs’ vulnerabilities and productive capacity as the central structural transition and 
basis for transformative growth.

Dr. Rahman noted that the dialogue around the post 2015 agenda cannot be oblivious to 
other processes and promises that have been made aside from the MDGs and post 2015. 
The Istanbul program of action says that 22 out of 48 LDCs will have to graduate by 2021; when
reviewing the four reports submitted to the Secretary-General on post-2015, this point was not 
addressed.  

Dr. Huq highlighted that climate change is the main factor characterizing the different 
circumstances between 2001 and 2015 for LDCs. This will necessitate several changes from 
the MDG framework to the post-2015 agenda. For example, the 2001 focus on poverty will not 
be enough in 2015; a two-track strategy focusing on environment and poverty will be 
needed. If poverty is eradicated without reducing greenhouse gas, it will not matter. 
LDCs were essential to the MDGs because they were the poorest, and in 2015 LDCs will 
be twice as relevant because they are the most impacted by climate change and the 
poorest. Developed countries’ role has to shift; in the MDGs they provided aid, but the SDGs 
will require them to act domestically on global greenhouse gases. LDCs must push them to act. 

Dr. Diaw noted that people need to feel empowered to promote change from within before 
external factors can influence change. It is important to make connections between the local, 
national, regional, and global levels, to link global discourse to local realities. Change doesn’t 
occur randomly it occurs through a strategy, vision and governance. Everyone is discussing 
the framework, but there is a need to discuss implementation. Social infrastructure is key
to endow marginalized communities with existing technologies, skills, and know-how to 
enhance their capacity to run their own lives.

Dr. Bhattacharya concluded by saying further analytical work must be done to connect the 
reports submitted to the Secretary-General in order to devise strong goals, targets and 
indicators that capture the vulnerabilities and aspirations of the people. He also remarked that 



southern analyses should be integrated as a supplementary resource for discussions in 
New York and that dialogue like this should be continued as the process moves forward. 
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