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“What some internal forces, especially among the younger generation born in the West and several external forces cannot understand, 
let alone appreciate, is how well the unity fostered under this ethnic identity has served the community to date.”      
                                                                                        Hassan A M  Jaffer – Endangered Species 
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“Life can only be understood backwards; but it must be lived forwards.”  
                                                                                                      Søren Kierkegaard  

Why this Documentary?  
Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheris, (KSI) numbering less than 150,000 pale 

into insignificance in the context of 200 million Shia Ithna-Asheris 

worldwide.  Yet they are perceived to have a presence and 

influence that far exceeds their size.  With its genesis from a Hindu 

heritage, to a hotchpotch mystic faith called Satpanth which 

combined Sufi ideas with traces of Hindu belief and their 

subsequent conversion to the Nizari Ismaili path and eventually to 

follow the  Ja’fari school of thought,  is a fascinating story of a 

journey of faith.  

The rationale for this documentary is to demonstrate how the KSI 

Community has developed, as it has persistently attempted to 

adhere to the pristine values of Islam, as taught by the school of 

Ahlul Bait (AS).  

It is time to retell this story of this journey of faith over five 

centuries.  Many of our elders have expressed that full story, of 

who the Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheris are, must be told for future 

generations to glean an understanding and appreciation of their 

ancestors’ struggles, trials, tribulations as well as successes to 

practice the Shia Ithna-Asheri faith.   

How will this story be told?  
In an imaginative, entertaining, and insightful way this 

documentary will retell the story of the Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri 

Community with an intimate look into the lives and worlds of the 

Khoja people and places around the globe.  Taking the viewer 

through a narrative based on the characteristic migratory patterns  

of the Khojas, hailing from Kutch and Kathiawad, towards the then 

unknown continent of Africa and beyond in the West. Through the 

prism of real life Khoja experiences, the documentary will highlight 

the challenges of these pioneers who were subjected to German, 

British, French Italian, Belgian and Portuguese colonial rules, not to 

mention Arab and African cultures, and yet against all odds 

managed to emerge with their identities virtually intact. 

 

A Sublime Tabligh Opportunity  

This long overdue project,  blessed by 

the World Federation,  will be  

produced by the Mulla Asgher 

Memorial Islamic Library &  Resource 

Center (MARC) and  funded by 

community philanthropists.    It 

requires both intellectual and 

financial resources to make a lasting 

record of the Khoja Shia Itna-Asheri 

Community for posterity.   

The primary aim of which is to convey 

a message that without adherence to 

faith and its Culture, the Community 

would not have survived, as it has,  

and the same lessons needs to be 

heeded by the forthcoming 

generations.   

The project is especially opportune 

for the iPad and YouTube generation 

which is much more likely to respond 

to a multimedia treatment of the 

subject which allows easy viewing  

and online  distribution.   

Haji Dewji Jamal 1820 - 1905 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6172.S_ren_Kierkegaard


 

 

 

Treatment  

Guiding viewers on this journey will be a distinguished 

panel of experts, prominent personalities, and 

historians who will appear on camera to interpret and 

amplify the content. They will be encouraged to 

challenge viewers to reexamine their own 

preconceived notions of Khoja  and help appreciate the 

small yet very effective global network the Community 

has been able to build.  

To make it more interactive, part of the documentary 

may  follow the steps of some young Khoja Shia 

(men/women) in search of answers as to their roots 

and how their ancestors dealt with the challenges after 

their conversion to the Shia Ithna-Asheri faith. They will 

be asking some hard questions about  how the next 

generations will fare especially in the West.  Especially 

as they appear to  live in a dichotomous state where 

the elderly members of the community feel nostalgic, 

often striving to re-live their past by trying to 

perpetuate past customs and traditions while the 

younger generations seem disenchanted or at best 

remain indifferent to such practices.  They will debate 

the reluctance on the part of elders to work towards 

managing reformative changes that would address the 

sensitivities of the growing younger generation 

brought up in entirely new era.  

Mumbai Mosque built 1901                       First KSI Mosque -  Zanzibar built 1880 

Shaheed Hirjibhai Alarakhia                       Shaheed  Laljeebhai Sajan     
          Assassinated 10th Zilqad, 1318 (March 9, 1901) Mumbai ). 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah in 
typical Khoja Attire 

(Likeness of) Shaheed Lalan 
Alidina (1876) – First Khoja 
Martyr - Karachi  

The historic Pirh” in 
Kharadar, Karachi, 
where beautifully 
carved wooden Tazia 
and Alam are kept and 
taken out in procession 
during  Muharram. The 
name “Pirhai” for the 
Karachi Jamaat is 
derived from this place. 

 



 

 

  

“In the early days when the Khojas were indeed novices, the influence of Allama Haji Gulamali Haji Ismail of 

Bhavnagar, India, was great”.  -  Mulla Asgharali M M Jaffer  

Proposed Segments  

The Origins of the Khoja – This segment will reconstruct the many myths of 

the conversion of the Khojas and will  be filmed on location in Sindh with 

an expert commentator.  

Khoja Religious Identity  – This segment will draw on historical documents 

and various buildings like mosques, imabarghas and Jamat Khanas  and 

filmed on location in India, Pakistan and Africa. 

Evolution of K S I Community – This segment will begin with  pictorial 

journey of  Dewji Jamal  and his meeting with Ayatullah Mazandarani and 

how and why Mulla Qadir Hussein was brought  to Mumbai. 

Separation from  the Aga Khan – An expert commentary by veteran 

community leaders and intellectuals who have personally experienced the 

trials and tribulations and the social boycott suffered upon cessation and  

the court cases which finally sealed the fate of the Khojas   

Migrations – This will show the bullock carts  from   Porbandar and Mandvi 

into dhows plying the Indian ocean and their arrival on the East African 

Coast and Madagascar.  It will highlight milestone  events like the 

migrations upon creation of Pakistan, Zanzibar episode, the Uganda Exodus 

and the daring Somalia Rescue.  

Jamaat Formation:  This segment will create a snapshot of the Jamaaats 

and Community buildings around the world with quotes from  well known 

personalities as they attend  Jumua prayers  in their respective cities.   

The Sea of Service – This segment will cover philanthropic projects in India, 

Pakistan and Africa to depict the humanitarian aspects of the Community 

through the World Federation and its regional members featuring an 

interview with Community leaders. 

Accomplished Personalities. Some of the personalities covered will be, 

Qader Husein, Haji Naji, Haji Dewji Jamal, Muhmmadali Jinnah and recent 

luminaries like Husein Rahim, Mohamed Walli Dharsi & Mulla Asghar.   

What They Say about the KSI: This penultimate segment will have   an 

expert commentary by various notable people who have  acknowledged 

the Khojas in their many diverse endeavors  

Where to Next?    The final segment will offer a fitting finale by asking 

various burning questions to a mixed panel of young and old, male and 

female, in a town hall setting  to be filmed on location at the Khoja  History 

Museum  at  Mulla Asghar Memorial Resource  Center in Toronto.   

 

What questions will 
this film answer?  
 Five generations and five 

continents later, what factors 
contributed to help retain its 
identity and optimized its social 
capital?  

 
 Given the dispersal of 

community members during the 
past five decades, what future 
lies ahead for the community? 

 

 Can the KSI Community survive 
as an ethnic homogenous society 
in different parts of the world in 
the same way that they have 
been operating up to now? 
 

 
 Should it even try to, or is 

assimilation in the wider Shii 
Community inevitable?  

 
  What adjustments will to make 

to cope with current realties in 
this day and age?  

 

 

Haji Naji – 1864 - 1943 




