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An ex-Japanese fisheries training vessel, a Super Falcon 
submarine and the pristine deep blue waters of French 

Polynesia’s Toau; Tom Perkins, owner of Dr. No, and 
dive master Rodolphe Holler embark on an underwater 

adventure worthy of 007.



Closing his eyes, standing on the 
deck, dreaming of the beautiful 
turquoise crystal-clear lagoon 
around the pristine atoll of Toau in 
French Polynesia, Rodolphe Holler 
imagined himself standing by Dr. No, 
from the famous James Bond movie. 
Everything was perfect: the weather 
conditions, not a soul in sight,  
timing and the unique sci-fi-like 
submarine; an idyllic day to be on 
Her Majesty’s service. 

Opening his eyes, Holler came 
back to reality. On board the 37m 
M/Y Dr. No, it looked very much like 
the movie set for a James Bond film. 
The underwater craft, DeepFlight 
Super Falcon from Hawkes Ocean 
Technologies, was being launched 
by crane from the boat into the 
water. The crew had been focused 
on preparing the submarine all 
morning. Wings had been assembled 
and all systems were functional. 

Captain Christian Truter was going 
through the final checklist. Dive 
expert Holler, who has been guiding 
superyacht owners with his team 
around the waters of Tahiti and her 
islands for over eight years, was eager 
to step on board for what would be 
a once in a lifetime experience in 
waters he was so familiar with. 

Tom Perkins, the owner of Dr. 
No, had explained to him the day 
before why he had chosen to have 
a submersible. “After seeing 20,000 
Leagues Under the Sea, I thought 
that a submarine would be very 
cool,” he revealed. “I discussed with 
Graham Hawkes [marine engineer, 
submarine designer and owner 
of Hawkes Ocean Technologies] 
about the project of an underwater 
airplane.” Mr Perkins admitted that 
after their goal was achieved, the 
biggest surprise was how easy it was  
encountering ocean creatures. 
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“Dolphins, sharks and even the giant 
humpback whales are right there in 
front of you in their playground 70m 
below the surface,” he said. “It really is 
a unique encounter for humankind.” 

Mr Perkins initially had the Super 
Falcon delivered to his previous yacht, 
the epic 88m clipper sailing yacht 
Maltese Falcon, in 2009. However, 
she did not feature the best launch 
platform since the freeboard was very 
high and as a result, he decided to 
customise Dr. No as a motor vessel able 
to carry an underwater craft. Captain 
Truter, who has worked with Tom 
Perkins for 10 years, was in charge of 
the Dr. No project. 

The ship was originally located 
in Japan and was a government-
funded fisheries training vessel. In 
2008 she was converted into a private 
expedition yacht and then had a refit 
in 2011 to enable Pacific exploration 
and submarine operations. The idea 
of naming her Dr. No came out of a 
conversation between Mr Perkins and 
Captain Truter when they joked that 
the whole concept pretty much fitted 
with James Bond’s adventures in Dr. No. 

Preparations complete, it was finally 
time for Holler to step on board the 
6.2m Super Falcon. He and Captain 
Truter have known each other since 
2008 and had discussed the dive at 
length in the lead-up to the expedition. 
Truter had explained that the concept 
was always developed to “travel through 
the water” and not “dive in water”. 
And what water it would be here. The 
atoll of Toau, located in the Tuamotu 
Archipelago, north-east of the main 
island of Tahiti, is part of a UNESCO 
biosphere, counting a mere 11 
inhabitants across the area who mainly 
live on fishing; the ideal place for such 

a trip. Holler had previous submarine 
experience in Costa Rica, but the sub 
would only go down and could not 
travel from one place to another like 
the Super Falcon was able to do.  

The DeepFlight submarine was ready 
on the surface. The air conditioning 
was on and some music was playing 
in the background. The air would be 
maintained at surface pressure and 21 
per cent oxygen. The submarine has a 
scrubber unit that takes out the carbon 
dioxide and an oxygen regulator that 
tops up the level of oxygen. Redundant 
sensors inside the Super Falcon ensure 
that all the levels are correct. 

The submarine was launched 
smoothly and quietly. The visibility 
was excellent and already, in just 
three metres of water, fish were in 
abundance around them. Looking up 
to the surface, they could see some 
of the team waving at them while 
snorkelling, checking all was in order. 
Being able to talk with Captain Truter 
and communicate with Dr. No during 
the trip was definitely an asset and 

This page: (Top left) Tom Perkins, owner of Dr. 
No; (Top right) The crystal-clear lagoon around the 
atoll of Toau in French Polynesia was to be the 
location of their submarine expedition; (Bottom 
Right (Left to right)) The reef around Holler and 
Perkins was teeming with life and they could  
wave to the crew snorkelling above them. 
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This page: (Left) The Super Falcon enabled 
them to easily communicate with the surface;  
(Below right) With air-conditioning and music  
playing, the DeepFlight submarine was an  
extremely comfortable way to explore the deep; 
(Bottom right) A few friendly sharks swam past them.
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something that is not possible while scuba 
diving. Although the maximum depth with 
the submarine was 120m, the flight plan for 
the day was to explore the outer reef at a  
depth of 70m for 60 minutes. Holler’s 
experience in scuba diving along this 
reef never went deeper than 45m so this 
promised to be an unparalleled dive. 

Graceful giant manta rays danced around 
the sub, dolphins played in the distance 
and a few friendly sharks swam past 
them while the Super Falcon was slowly 
continuing its descent. 

The exploration possibilities with the 
Super Falcon are endless. The craft, even in 
motion, makes no noise and approaching 
marine life is effortless. You are 
comfortably seated in a dry environment, 
able to share your impressions and 
excitement with the boat and fellow 
submarine partner. When Holler asked  
Mr Perkins how diving, something he 
is very fond of, compares with the sub, 
he quickly answered that there is no 
comparison. “Scuba is intimate and you are 
closer to the coral and fish, but the sub is 
much faster and can go further and deeper 
without decompression.” 

Back on the surface, Captain Truter 
and Holler were aware that they had 
shared a special event that neither of them 
would forget. Watching the orange sunset 
and waiting for the mythical final green 
flash, they all sat around and enjoyed the 
moment. The South Pacific and Tahiti and 
her islands are among the last places in 
the world where discovery is still possible, 
where every day opens to new unrivalled 
fascinating adventure. Knowing how much 
Mr Perkins liked the area, Holler asked him 
what he thought made this place so special 
since he had cruised here so extensively. 
“French Polynesia is distinct in that each 
group of islands is beautiful,” he replied. “If 
I had to pick a favourite, though, it would 
be right here, in the Tuamotu  
atolls, where the beauty above and 
underwater is unparalleled.” 

This page: After going to 70m, the Super 
Falcon returned to the surface; (Bottom 
left) The visibility was excellent, allowing 
them to experience the untouched beauty 
surrounding them; (Right) Perkins decided 
to customise Dr. No to be able to carry an 
underwater craft.
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