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Respected Lady Solti, Your Royal Highness Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, Dear 

Presidents Schuster, Sólyom and Schmitt, Dear Prime Ministers, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, Dear Guests, 

 

Today is a special day, because our 138-year-old Academy of Music has after many 

years once again become worthy of the name of its founder, Franz Liszt. This 

evening, on the 22nd of October 2013, we celebrate not only the birthday of this 

genius of Hungarian music, but also the rebirth of the Academy of Music. On the eve 

of the anniversary of the 1956 Revolution, it perhaps does not sound pretentious to 

state that we Hungarians have always been, are and most certainly will always remain 

a people who are destined for and who love freedom. It follows that we also strive to 

achieve spaciousness in the expression of ourselves, our national culture and our 

spirit. God has at the same time blessed us with a unique way of thinking, and 

accordingly our language is also unique. It is difficult to understand for people of 

other nations, a kind of secret code. This sometimes has its advantages, but we also 

often experience its disadvantages. We often feel that the unique nature of our 

language excludes us from the world and encloses us within our own. Without 

translations, what we have to say in our native language, although masters of it exist 

far and wide, can only be understood by us. And no matter how good the translation, 

they are not always able to mirror the unique state of consciousness that is our own. 

Music, however, is capable of freeing us from this enclosed state. In the language of 

music, we Hungarians are capable of speaking in a way that others can fully 

understand. And in fact music is perhaps best suited for expressing to the world our 

talent, our creative power and our love of freedom in an understandable manner. As a 

nation driven by the urge to create, we cannot allow others to not understand us; 

because without this, we cannot occupy our rightful place in the world. And the 

acknowledgement of the world at large is especially important to the Hungarian soul 

and to the Hungarian spirit. Why this became so is a mystery, but it remains true 

today. Perhaps Franz Liszt, who himself struggled with the complexities of the 



Hungarian language, felt and understood precisely this when he established the world-

famous Academy of Music in Budapest. Who knows, prepays this also explains the 

genius of another world-famous Hungarian, Robert Capa, who was born exactly one 

hundred years ago today. Thanks to the great masters who teach here, the musicians 

who perform here and to its perfect architectural characteristics, this building is one of 

the exciting centres of Hungarian and European musical life. It is our calling not 

simply to maintain a centre of this kind, but also to strengthen it. The 13 billion forints 

put towards renovating the Academy of Music exemplifies the fact that we have 

understood and fulfilled our duty. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Despite the economic crisis, recent years have seen increasing effort, attention and 

money put towards culture, and next year will be no exception. There are those who 

feel that funding music and the arts in general is a needless luxury at a time of 

European crisis. I think the truth is exactly the opposite: the arts are not a financial 

burden, but rather a resource. I think that what may help us recover from the crisis is 

precisely if we show people that even in a time of crisis, life is more than simply 

struggling to make a living. And accordingly, both today and tomorrow, we need the 

benefits provided by the arts, we need our great artists and performers, and we need 

every form of Hungarian self expression. I would like to say thank you to the 

taxpayers of Hungary and Europe. Thank you to everyone whose spirit, thoughts or 

handiwork is paid tribute to by all that we see around us this evening. It is with this 

thought that I hereby open the renovated Academy of Music to all those who love 

music. I sincerely hope that it brings you much joy! 


