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Thématique 2

La rencontre avec l'autre, l'amour, l'amitié
*

Meeting other people, love and friendship



Sous-thème

Les jeux de l'amour, le couple et le double
*

Games of love, couples and doubles

DOUBLES

– Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, by Robert Louis Stevenson (1886)

- William Wilson, by Edgar Allan Poe (1839) 

- The Picture of Dorian Gray, by Oscar Wilde (1891)

*

Supplementary document

Vincent, by Tim Burton (1982)

http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Louis_Stevenson


Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886)
*

Robert Louis Stevenson 

London, nineteenth century. The respected lawyer Mr. Utterson learns the terrible story of a little 
girl brutally assaulted by a man named Hyde. Intrigued, Utterson leads his enquiry. His curiosity 
leads him to discover that it is not unrelated to his friend, Dr. Jekyll, a philanthropist obsessed with 
his dual personality.

Passage in the novel: Chapter 10: “Henry Jekyll’s Full Statement of the Case” 

      «It was on the moral side, and in my own person, that I learned to 
recognise the thorough and primitive duality of man; I saw that, of the 
two natures that contended in the field of my consciousness, even if I 
could rightly be said to be either, it was only because I was radically 
both; and from an early date, even before the course of my scientific 
discoveries had begun to suggest the most naked possibility of such a 
miracle, I had learned to dwell with pleasure, as a beloved daydream, 
on  the  thought  of  the  separation  of  these  elements.  If  each,  I  told 
myself, could be housed in separate identities, life would be relieved of 
all that was unbearable; the unjust might go his way, delivered from the 
aspirations and remorse of his more upright twin; and the just could 
walk  steadfastly  and  securely  on  his  upward  path,  doing  the  good 
things  in  which  he  found  his  pleasure,  and  no  longer  exposed  to 
disgrace and penitence by the hands of this extraneous evil. It was the 
curse  of  mankind  that  these  incongruous  faggots  were  thus  bound 
together--that  in  the  agonised  womb  of  consciousness,  these  polar 
twins  should  be  continuously  struggling.  How,  then  were  they 
dissociated?»



Title Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Author Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894). He was born in , Scotland.
He wrote 13 novels (such as Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, 
Treasure Island and  Kidnapped),  5  Short story collections (such as 
New Arabian Nights, Island Nights' Entertainments..), poetry (such as 
Underwoods) and travelogues (such as An Inland Voyage).
He  was  a  sickly  child,  and  respiratory  troubles  plagued  him 
throughout  his  life.  As a  young man,  he  traveled  through Europe, 
leading a bohemian lifestyle and penning his first  two books, both 
travel narratives.
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, which Stevenson described as a “fine bogey 
tale”,  came  out  in  1886.  It  met  with  tremendous  success,  selling 
40,000  copies  in  six  months  and  ensuring  Stevenson’s  fame  as  a 
writer.

Date 1886

Context Confession  of  Jekyll  himself:  he  tells  all  of  his  youth  in  his 
experiments  to  the  feelings  he  felt  during  duplication  with  Hyde. 
Then he tells  of  his  fear as Hyde does not  need potions  to come.  
Jekyll  knows  that  at  the  end  of  his  confession,  he  will  disappear 
forever in favor of Hyde.

Genre Novella

Characteristics A novella is a written, fictional, prose narrative normally longer than 
a short story but shorter than a novel. It is a common literary genre in 
several European languages.
A novella generally features fewer conflicts than a novel, yet more 
complicated ones than a short story.

Characteristics in the passage It  appears  midway  through  Chapter  10,  “Henry  Jekyll’s  Full 
Statement of the Case," which consists of the letter that Jekyll leaves 
for Utterson.
The letter allows us finally to glimpse the events of the novel from the 
inside.

Society of the time The Victorian Age.
Queen  Victoria's  reign  from 20  June  1837,  until  her  death  on  22 
January 1901. 

«Thématique» La rencontre avec l'autre, le double.
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Analysis of the text
*

      This quotation appears midway through Chapter 10, “Henry Jekyll’s Full Statement of the 
Case," which consists of the letter that Jekyll leaves for Utterson. In this passage, Jekyll discusses 
the years leading up to his discovery of the potion that transforms him into Hyde. 
      He says , through his theory of human's dual nature, that everyone is half virtuous and half  
criminal,  half  moral  and half  amoral.  Jekyll’s  goal  in  his  experiments  is  to  separate  these two 
elements, creating a being of pure good (Jekyll) and a being of pure evil (Hyde). Ultimately, Jekyll  
succeeds only in separating out Hyde, his evil half, while he himself remains a mix of good and evil 
but of course, Hyde begins to predominate, until Jekyll ceases to exist and only Hyde remains, so 
we can think that perhaps he did not possess an equally balanced good half and evil half (as he 
thought).
      Jekyll insists that “man is not truly one, but truly two,” and he records how he dreamed of 
separating the good and evil natures.



William Wilson (1839)
*

Edgar Allan Poe 

      William’s story begins in his childhood; when he was in school, he dominated all of the other  
boys, except for one, another young lad who also had the name William Wilson, who was the same 
age and looked exactly the same as our narrator. The two boys competed in every way, and the 
second William Wilson often stopped the first from doing anything immoral. Edgar Allan Poe is 
exploring the theme of the double, and the dramatic dialectic of good and evil.

Passage in the text: at the end of the story.

" Thus it appeared, I say, but was not. It was my antagonist -- it was 
Wilson, who then stood before me in the agonies of his dissolution. 
His mask and cloak lay, where he had thrown them, upon the floor. 
Not a thread in all his raiment -- not a line in all the marked and 
singular lineaments of his face which was not, even in the most 
absolute identity, mine own!

It was Wilson; but he spoke no longer in a whisper, and I could have 
fancied that I myself was speaking while he said:

"You have conquered, and I yield. Yet, henceforward art thou also 
dead -- dead to the World, to Heaven and to Hope! In me didst thou 
exist -- and, in my death, see by this image, which is thine own, how 
utterly thou hast murdered thyself. "



Title William Wilson

Author Edgar  Allan  Poe  (1809-1849).  He  was  born  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts.
He  wrote  tales  (such  as  The  Black  Cat,  The  Murders  in  the  Rue  
Morgue,  William Wilson..) 9 essays (such as  The Poetic Principle), 
one  complete  novel  (The  Narrative  of  Arthur  Gordon  Pym  of  
Nantucket) and poetry.
In his stormy forty years, which included a marriage to his cousin, 
fights with other writers, and legendary drinking binges, Poe lived in 
all  the important literary centers of the northeastern United States: 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York City, and Boston. 
He was a magazine editor, a poet, a short story writer, a critic, and a 
lecturer. He introduced the British horror story, or the Gothic genre, 
to American literature, along with the detective story, science fiction, 
and literary criticism.  
Poe  became  a  key figure  in  the  nineteenth-century flourishing  of 
American letters and literature.  

Date 1839

Context William  Wilson  found  again  his  "double"  —who  was  wearing 
identical  clothes—  at  the  ball  in  Rome.  He  drags  him  into  an 
antechamber, and stabs him fatally. After that, he looks at himself in a 
mirror and his double told him his last words.

Genre Tale

Characteristics A  tale  is  a  kind  of  short  story  that  typically  features  fantasy 
characters.  Designed  to  entertain,  it  carries  a  powerful  emotional 
force or philosophical. 

Characteristics in the passage This passage is located at the end of text. The double utters his last  
words,  which are like  the  moral  of  the story,  and it  brings  to  the 
reader a personal reflection.

Society of the time James Madison was the President of the United States from 1809 to 
1817 

«Thématique» La rencontre avec l'autre, le double.
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Analysis of the text
*

       The narrator attends a masquerade ball in the palace of the duke Di Broglio, at Rome. He 
secretly desires the wife of the duke, who has informed him of the costume she will be wearing. As 
he searches for her,  the narrator feels  a light hand on his arm and hears a whisper in  his  ear: 
“William Wilson.” His double is standing right next to him. He wears the same costume as him.  
Enraged, he drags his rival into an antechamber, and stabs him fatally. To the narrator’s horror, the 
layout of the room mysteriously changes, and a mirror replaces the body of his antagonist. He stares 
into the mirror to find his own body stabbed and bleeding, and he hears his rival speak as though 
with his own voice.
          The rivalrous double William Wilson utters these final words to the narrator, the man who has 
just stabbed him:“In me didst thou exist—and, in my death, see by this image, which is thine own, 
how utterly thou hast murdered thyself.” The speaker uses the image of the mirror to represent his 
own death, but the mirror eerily reflects the image of the narrator, not the speaker ( “not a line in all 
the marked and singular lineaments of his face which was not, even in the most absolute identity, 
mine own”). This passage can realize that although the narrator believes he can use violence to 
curtail the power of his alter ego, he discovers that he owes his life to the person he most despises:  
indeed , this double always wanted good for the real William Wilson and in spite he was killed by 
him, his last words are not bitter or vengeful but compassionate. The quotation discloses the rivals’ 
indistinguishability so that the narrator might recognize that he is his own killer.
        Like The Tell-Tale Heart,  William Wilson thematically explores the ambiguous doubling of 
love and hate, and as in The Masque of the Red Death and The Cask of Amontillado, this dramatic 
story occurs during a masquerade party. Poe relies upon the motif of the masquerade to set loose the 
homicidal impulses of the narrator. 



The Picture of Dorian Grey (1891)
*

Oscar Wilde 

        Dorian Gray is a young man of rare beauty. A friend and painter, Basil Hallward decided to 
paint his portrait. At the sight of it, Dorian falls in love with its appearance and give his soul to keep 
his youth and the aging portrait in its place. But Dorian becomes, with the events and this vile 
desire, a young man and no longer feels the emotions that absorbs the portrait in its place.

Passage in the novel: at the end.

     It was an unjust mirror, this mirror of his soul that he was looking 
at. Vanity? Curiosity? Hypocrisy? Had there been nothing more in his 
renunciation than that? There had been something more. At least he 
thought so. But who could tell? (…)
       He looked round, and saw the knife that had stabbed Basil 
Hallward. He had cleaned it many times, till there was no stain left 
upon it. It was bright, and glistened. As it had killed the painter, so it  
would kill the painter’s work, and all that that meant. It would kill the 
past,  and when that was dead he would be free. He seized it,  and 
stabbed the canvas with it,  ripping the thing right  up from top to 
bottom. There was a cry heard, and a crash. (…)
       When they entered, they found hanging upon the wall a splendid 
portrait of their master as they had last seen him, in all the wonder of 
his exquisite youth and beauty. Lying on the floor was a dead man, in 
evening dress, with a knife in his heart. He was withered, wrinkled, 
and loathsome of visage. It was not till they had examined the rings 
that they recognized who it was. 



Title The Picture of Dorian Grey

Author Oscar Wilde (1854-1900). He was born in Dublin,Ireland.
He wrote 6 essays (such as  The Decay of  Lying,  Intentions,  ..),  5 
stories (such as The Happy Prince and Other Tales) 5 poems (such as 
Ravenna, The Sphinx, ..) 10 plays (such as The Duchess of Padua, A 
Woman of No Importance, .. ) and one novel (The Picture of Dorian 
Gray).
Wilde  was  a  proponent  of  the  Aesthetic  movement,  which 
emphasized aesthetic values more than moral or social themes. This 
doctrine is most clearly summarized in the phrase 'art for art's sake'. 
Besides  literary  accomplishments,  he  is  also  famous,  or  perhaps 
infamous, for his wit,  flamboyance, and affairs with men.  He was 
tried  and  imprisoned  for  his  homosexual  relationship  (then 
considered a crime) with the son of an aristocrat. 

Date 1891

Context Chapitre 20. Arriving home, Dorian G. began to think: is it possible 
for him to change? He goes to see his portrait and discover that it is 
increasingly horrible and degraded. So, he decides to use the knife 
that was there since the murder of Basil and stab his portrait.

Genre
Philosophical fiction

Characteristics Philosophical  fiction  include  the  function  and role  of  society,  the 
purpose of life, ethics or morals, the role of art in human lives, and 
the role of experience or reason in the development of knowledge. 
It refers to works of fiction in which a significant proportion of the 
work is  devoted to a discussion of the sort  of  questions normally 
addressed in discursive philosophy. 

Characteristics in the passage

Society of the time The Victorian Age.
Queen Victoria's  reign from 20 June  1837,  until  her  death  on  22 
January 1901. 

«Thématique» La rencontre avec l'autre, le double.
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Analysis of the text
*

      This passage appears at the end of chapter 20, the last chapter of the book The Picture of Dorian  
Grey.  The protagonist wonders if it is possible for him to change to become good and hopes his 
decision to amend his life will have changed the painting, so he then returns to see his portrait.
Once in front of the painting of him, he sees that in the eyes there was a look of cunning, and in the  
mouth the curved wrinkle of the hypocrite and immediatly realizes taht his pitiful attempt to be 
good was no more than hypocrisy.
      Furious, he seizes a knife—the same weapon with which he killed Basil—and drives it into the 
portrait in an attempt to destroy it, thinking that his problems disappear with the painting. But, in 
fact, he only killed a reflection of himself ( as in William Wilson, in spite of the fact that W.W uses a 
mirror, and D.G. a painting). Thus, the painting becomes as it was for the first time, showing Dorian 
Grey as a young handsome man, while the real Dorian Grey is on the floor, old and without life, a 
knife in his heart but essentially killed by his conceited behavio.



Supplementary document

Vincent (1982)
*

Tim Burton

      Vincent is the first short film produced animation directed by Tim Burton in 1982. It is built 
around a poem written by the same person. It tells the story of Vincent Malloy, a boy of seven years, 
which has only one dream: to be Vincent Price. Thus, under the appearance of well-behaved child, 
fan of Edgar Allan Poe's literature, he dreams of turning his dog into a zombie dog, make her aunt a  
wax doll and imagine also check if his wife is dead, buried alive.

The poem extract from the short movie:

Vincent Malloy is seven years old
He’s always polite and does what he’s told
For a boy his age, he’s considerate and nice
But he wants to be just like Vincent Price (1)

He doesn’t mind living with his sister, dog and cats
Though he’d rather share a home with spiders and bats

There he could reflect on the horrors he’s invented
And wander dark hallways, alone and tormented

Vincent is nice when his aunt comes to see him
But imagines dipping her in wax for his wax museum

He likes to experiment on his dog Abercrombie
In the hopes of creating a horrible zombie

So he and his horrible zombie dog
Could go searching for victims in the London fog

His thoughts, though, aren’t only of ghoulish crimes
He likes to paint and read to pass some of the times

While other kids read books like Go, Jane, Go!
Vincent’s favourite author is Edgar Allen Poe (2)

One night, while reading a gruesome tale
He read a passage that made him turn pale

Such horrible news he could not survive
For his beautiful wife had been buried alive!

He dug out her grave to make sure she was dead



Unaware that her grave was his mother’s flower bed

His mother sent Vincent off to his room
He knew he’d been banished to the tower of doom

Where he was sentenced to spend the rest of his life
Alone with the portrait of his beautiful wife

While alone and insane encased in his tomb
Vincent’s mother burst suddenly into the room

She said: “If you want to, you can go out and play
It’s sunny outside, and a beautiful day”

Vincent tried to talk, but he just couldn’t speak
The years of isolation had made him quite weak

So he took out some paper and scrawled with a pen:
“I am possessed by this house, and can never leave it again”

His mother said: “You’re not possessed, and you’re not almost dead
These games that you play are all in your head

You’re not Vincent Price, you’re Vincent Malloy
You’re not tormented or insane, you’re just a young boy

You’re seven years old and you are my son
I want you to get outside and have some real fun.”

Her anger now spent, she walked out through the hall
And while Vincent backed slowly against the wall

The room started to swell, to shiver and creak
His horrid insanity had reached its peak

He saw Abercrombie, his zombie slave
And heard his wife call from beyond the grave

She spoke from her coffin and made ghoulish demands
While, through cracking walls, reached skeleton hands

Every horror in his life that had crept through his dreams
Swept his mad laughter to terrified screams!

To escape the madness, he reached for the door
But fell limp and lifeless down on the floor

His voice was soft and very slow
As he quoted The Raven from Edgar Allen Poe:

“and my soul from out that shadow
that lies floating on the floor

shall be lifted?
Nevermore…” (3)

(1): Vincent Price is an actor in the customary dark voice of horror films

(2): See biography above

(3):The Raven (1845), Edgar Allan Poe



            I chose this piece of Tim Burton to complete my documents because I think it has to do with 
the notion of "double": Vincent is a little boy tormented and very different from other, beacause he 
has a hidden facet: one where he thinks he is a mad scientist in the basement of his home. The 
character invented by Vincent is a character that does not correspond to a 7 year old boy like him 
should be. I even think that this character gains the upper hand : for example, convinced that his 
wife was buried alive, he digs even to ensure his death, but in real life, he is only 7 so that is  
impossible.

      Unlike  William Wilson's  double  in  William  Wilson,  Vincent's  double  do  not  represents 
benevolence, and do not help the young boy : he is his evil facies, as Hyde is the evil facies of  
Jekyll. 

      We also note, like the characters Dorian Gray and William Wilson, that his obsession for his 
other part of him causes his death: indeed, Vincent is tormented by the death of his wife, he locks 
himself in his madness and when he tries to put an end to all of that, at the end of the poem, he dies



Bilan

*

Fil conducteur Les trois textes

Evil double: this 
double is part of 
him : he is him

Robert Louis 
Stevenson
Strange Case of 
Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde (1886)

Spécificité: - This double is created by the protagonist himself: He is 
aware that this is a part of him that dossocie another party. In this 
passage, he expressed a great reflection of the pros and cons: he 
knows that his double is a piece missing him to live, but alone, it just 
causes evil, and should therefore be associated with his "good part"

Lien avec la thématique: - This text clearly explains the subject of 
duality because even if Hyde was created by Jekyll, it is a part of 
him, of his soul, and only separated from the body in which Jekyll 
lives every day (Hyde is physically younger and dynamic in order to 
better satisfy the dark desires of Jekyll)

Benevolent twin:
This double is a 
part of him that 
wishes him well, 
but that will 
cause a tragic end

Edgar Allan Poe
William Wilson 
(1839)

Spécificité: - The protagonist does not know that the second William 
Wilson is the "caring" part of his soul and sees him as a competitor: 
by killing him, he will unwittingly commit suicide.

Lien avec la thématique: - William Wilson explores the notion of 
duality throughout the text, and created an effect of suspense: 
although we would expect at this, we only really know at the end 
that his rival is in fact the "good" part of his soul. This becomes 
obvious when he tries to kill his double, to rid him of his mind : in 
fact, he kills himself. In the current psychological terms, one could 
think that it is about schizophrenia.

A protective 
double: an array 
of him, which 
takes all the shots 
in his place; it 
creates a tragic 
end

Oscar Wilde
The Picture of 
Dorian Gray 
(1891)

Spécificité: - Unlike the other two works, Dorian Grey's double does 
not take a human form, but of a painting oh him. The monstrosity of 
his soul and his actions are reflected on this painting, which is ugly 
and grows up for him: Dorian remains physically a handsome young 
man, whose face is do not marked by vice.

Lien avec la thématique: - The Picture of Dorian Grey also 
explores the duality in his own way: it is not represented in human 
form, but as a painting. Just as in The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and 
mr Hyde, this duality is voluntary and done voluntarily, but unlike 
William Wilson, it reflects him all his faults. When will attempt to 
get rid of it will happen to him the same fate as William Wilson: the 
death. 
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