
ESP LECTURE 1 (Miss BEKRI)                                                                                                                                                                                       

THE STATUS OF ENGLISH IN ALGERIA AND THE EDUCATIONAL REFORMS                                                                                                 
Introduction: Teaching EFL has always been subject to discussions among professionals, educationalists and teachers for many 

years. Today, the English language took a place of pride as it is both a direct consequence of globalization and the language of 

the world. Such a great phenomenon has brought about many important social, economic and political changes.  

Though Algeria witnessed years of lethargy and political unrest, it is nowadays involved in this international whirlpool, hence a 

political will to get it out from its isolation and open its boundaries to modernization. Therefore the peaceful atmosphere, the 

political conciliation towards the international market, coupled with the economic stability make Algeria implied in this 

worldwide competition. Still, one can make one observation: most people who apply for a job do not master English, mainly 

because of the inappropriate teaching approaches.  

I. TEFL IN ALGERIA AND THE EDUCATIONAL REFORMS                                                                                                                                                                

Therefore, our system had to reconsider the EFL teaching in Algeria; this took shape through the execution of reforms (at 

secondary level) and the implementation of the LMD system (at tertiary level) in order to  enable the Algerian society to get 

involved in modernization and to provide the future citizens with the necessary weapons and skills to face the professional life.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

***Cf the PPT about the TEFL APPROACHES IN ALGERIA ON ‘ESP Mosta’***                                                                                                                       

Conclusion: Due to the current economic context, Algeria witnessed drastic changes at the educational level. Several approaches 

emerged then fell short of expectations. It’s only after the implementation of the communicative approach followed by the 

CBA, that TEFL has become more complete and adapted. As far as the LMD system is concerned, issues are still at embryo 

because at this stage, ESP is being under development regarding the socio-educational context in Algeria  

1.2. ESP: THE CONTEXT OF EMERGENCE                                                                                                                                                                                     

The interest in Algeria towards this foreign language is not new since the first economic resources, oil and gas, are exploited by 

the national company, the SONATRACH, which partners are mainly American and English speakers. Furthermore, a lot of foreign 

companies (English, German, Spanish, Chinese, etc.) invested and are still investing in our country.                                                    

→ Almost all jobs in Algeria require English (mainly in the private sector): technicians and engineers to decipher the instructions, 

doctors to get with new technologies, businessmen to communicate and negotiate, secretaries to write mails and answer the 

phone in English, etc.  One question remains, do all these jobs require the same English?                                                                                                                                                                                        

Generally all the jobs require specific English for each context in which they are performed is specific. Yet there is a great deal of 

confusion as to what is specific or what is not. If language is said to be specific, what about ‘baby talk’ then? What about our 

utterances (cf Austin’s Speech Act Theory)? The debate of what is specific from what is not is an endless discussion for every 

use of the language may be regarded as being specific. For that reason, we shall explore only one aspect that manifests mainly in 

the professional and academic world and which is commonly referred to as ESP (English for Specific Purposes). Now what are 

the factors that contributed to the emergence of ESP?                                                                                                                       

→According to Hutchinson & Waters (1987:06) it is ‘the demands of a new brave world, a revolution in linguistics and a new 

focus on the learner’.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

a. The Aftermaths of the World War 2                                                                                                                                                                                     

*ESP → 1960’s                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

*After WW2 → great expansion in the scientific, technical and economic activities                                                                                                           

*USA became the most powerful nation (Arsenal of Democracy)                                                                                                                                                 

*The world dominated by two force: Technology & commerce                                                                                                                               

*English as cause and effect accepted as the international language                                                                                                                                                           

*1970s: Oil crisis  

b. A Revolution in Linguistics                                                                                                                                                                                                     
***cf detailed explanation untitled ‘Revolution in Linguistics’ on ESP Mosta***                                                                                                                                                                                                     
*Dell hymes’= Communicative Competence  (1970s) → Communicative Approach                                                                                                         
*Discourse analysis  development                                                                                                                                                                             
*Austin’s Speech Act Theory (1962)                                                                                                                                                                                
*New concepts & dichotomies: text/context, sentence/utterance, etc. 

c. Focus on the learner                                                                                                                                                                                              
*The learner needs English to                                                                                                                                                                                                             
→ communicate                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
→ perform specific job-related skills (professional) 



*Motivation in ESP has become an important issue                                                                                                                                                                                                          
*Introduction of CBLT (skills+knowledge+attitudes+etc.)                                                                                                                                                
→So dealing with vocabulary and grammar structures they actually use in professional real life is highly motivating. 

1.3. ESP: A LONG-DEVELOPING PROCESS                                                                                                                                                                          
a. Register analysis                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Register : a variety of a language determined by a choice of vocabulary , pronunciation and syntax according to the 
communicative purpose, social context, and status of the user.                                                                                                                              
*Offers valuable insights into the language register                                                                                                                                                                  
*Analyses both the linguistic and syntaxical features of a given language (through large corpora of texts) → cf Ewer & Latorre 
(1969), ‘A course in Basic Scientific language’                                                                                                                                                        
*According to Hassan & Halliday  (1985), Register analysis is ‘"A configuration of meanings ...[which must] include the 
expressions, the lexico-grammatical and phonological features, that typically accompany or REALISE these meanings". 
Conclusion:  great deal of specific words and redundant syntaxical features (passive voice)                                                                       
…..Soon undertaken by the field of Discourse Analysis 

b.Discourse Analysis                                                                                                                                                                                                       
→Shifted attention to the level above the sentence                                                                                                                                                            
The classic definition of discourse is according to Stubbs (1983) ‘ Language above the sentence or above the clause’                                         
The aim is to go beyond the sentence and study the functions that once combined together give meaning. Here the emphasis is 
on the communicative aspect. Though both Register and Discourse analyses were intended to provide a precise description of 
ESP, both approaches paid scanty attention to the learner and his real needs in terms of learning.  

 c. Target situation analysis                                                                                                                                                                                                         
→ Analysis of the situation in which the learner communicates                                                                                                                                         
→Gives exact information concerning the language used through various contextual situations . (So identifying first the target 
situation is to understand their needs).                                                                                                                                                                     
Later linguists went further with the skills –based approach intended to comprehend the learner’s professional skills. Ex: A 
tourist guide would need to improve his spoken skills (interaction), an engineer to focus on the reading competence etc.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

                                                                                                                              

 


