
 

 

Philippines: what the world is forgetting  

The 8th of November 2013, one of the most violent known typhoons strikes the 

shores of the Philippines. In few hours, winds of 300km per hour and waves of 3 

meters swiped away thousands of weak habitations. These days, close to ten 

million inhabitants, including four millions children are impacted by this disaster. 

 Major topic of 

international news, 

emergency NGO are 

focusing on a big 

mobilization in the 

Philippines. Those NGO 

are working on giving 

shelters, food, water and 

first aid advices on the 

entire impacted zone 

(Leyten Samar, cebu, 

bantayan, Negros…). But, although, the humanitarian emergency in Philippines is 

going much further. In few weeks, the Haiyan typhoon is going to be a news “out 

of date” lost in others news. At this time, for each Pilipino concerned, will start a 

struggle for its own survival and for the survival of its family. Tomorrow, the real 

challenges of rebuild will fall into place.  The question will not be anymore to 

bring some emergency supplies but to give  to each family  the opportunity to 

rebuilt its home and to be able to make itself its own way of living, through a 

worthy toil. This struggle concerned as well thousands of orphans, isolated and 

without any resources. The Life, the integrity of these children is these days in 

danger. 

Since the very beginning of this disaster, Enfants du Mékong (EDM) is engaged 

on the side of Philippines, just as EDM had been for the last 18 years. NGO for 

Development, specialized in school sponsorship program, EDM is currently 

sponsoring 60 000 children in South-East Asia, including 3 500 in Philippines. On 

the ground, EDM’s Teams are taking advantage of their knowledge of the 



 

disaster areas in order to guide the emergency NGOs to evaluate the damages 

and to organize the next reconstruction step. 

 « Most of the houses in the 
impacted areas are now 
destroyed. But Philippinos do not 
desperate and they have already 
started the rebuilding of their 
shelters with some materials 
found among the ruins” 
witnesses Antoine Besson, in 
information mission for Enfants 
du Mékong this week on Cebu 
and bantayan islands. 
 
Today, donations from French 
people are able to make a 
change in Philippines and save 
lives. By sponsoring a child, each 
of us gets the possibility to 
secure the life of the child and to 

finance its scholarship in order to avoid the youngest victims to have a miserable 
life because of a lack of education. 

 
A second option given by EDM is the emergency funds which has been set up in 
order to finance habitations reconstructions and to give to each the possibility of 
a small local business through an adapted work tool (fishing boat, farm animals, 
seeds…), letting each family the opportunity to get back as quick as possible to a 
small but certain dignity and financial autonomy. 
 

« The child we are helping today will save its country tomorrow »  

This is the conviction of Enfants du Mékong. Therefore, EDM launches today a 

call to the generosity of the French people to sponsor durably a new generation 

of philippinos and to finance the reconstruction effort through this emergency 

fund (online donations on www.enfantsdumekong.com or 

http://defidumekongsemiangkor.alvarum.net/ or by cheque  to Enfants du 

mékong/ urgence Haiyan 5, rue de la Comète, 92 600 Asnières sur seine, ). 

 

Contact :  
Guillaume d’Aboville 
Directeur de la Communication & des Ressources  
gdaboville@enfantsdumekong.com 
Tél : +33(0)1 47 91 00 84 
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