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Document made by a traveller who visitated the island on November 2012 
and who wants to share her questions 

about its management by the Brazilian government of the Pernambuco state,
and her suggestions…

for a“CHEAP PRESERVATION PROGRAM”

and for a “WORLD THAT DOES NOT HAVE TO BE RICH 

TO ENJOY IT”

Document made on January 2014



texte



An archipelago facing the 
Pernambuco state (Brazil)

Fernando de Noronha is an archipelago of 21 
islands and islets in the Atlantic Ocean, 220 mi 
(354 km) offshore from the Brazilian coast. 

The main island has an area of 7.1 sq mi (18.4 
square km) with a population that barely 
reaches 3500 inhabitants. The 4 mi road (7 km 

http://www.noronha.pe.gov.br/
http://www.noronha.com.br ; 
http://www.ilhadenoronha.com.br

Sources :

square km) with a population that barely 
reaches 3500 inhabitants. The 4 mi road (7 km 
long) that goes across the island is the 
national road BR-363.

The area is a special municipality of the 
Brazilian state of Pernambuco (State capital : 
Recife) and is also a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. 

It is accessible by plane or cruise from Recife 
(340 mi / 545 km) or by plane from Natal   
(225 mi / 360 km).



An archipelago part of the 
World Heritage

Its rich waters are extremely important for the breeding and feeding of tuna, shark, 
turtle and marine mammals. The islands are home to the largest concentration of tropical 
seabirds in the Western Atlantic. Baia de Golfinhos has an exceptional population of 
resident dolphin and at low tide the Rocas Atoll provides a spectacular seascape of lagoons 
and tidal pools teeming with fish.

http://whc.unesco.org/fr/list/1000Source :



A dream destination



Attractive assets



A reference

Vision for the future : « To push for the 
island management, being a reference at 
national and international levels, with 
tourism, environment preservation and tourism, environment preservation and 
quality of life of the population as key 
points by 2016. »

Economical development is also a key 
point, through technological, innovative 
and sustainable solutions.

Citizenship and equal opportunities – Quality 
of life (of the inhabitants) : education, 
health, social and cultural leisure.



texte



The Environment Preservation 
Tax

It is a daily tax that costs 48,20 BRL1 per day (about 20.50 USD²) ; this tax must be paid 
upon arrival on the island and there is NO REDUCED PRICE

(no reduced-price for family, students  or any other category with limited budget)

1 The price was 43,20 BRL (about 21 USD) in 
2012 and 45,60 BRL (about 20 USD) en 2013.

2 Currency exchange rates from US Dollar 
(USD)  to Brazilian Real (BRL)  - monthly 
average (in Brazilian Real) : 2,07 on November 
2012 ; 2,30 on November 2013 ; 2,35 on 
December 2013.

Source : http://www.x-rates.com/



Officially, the Taxa de Preservação Ambiental   

is...
(Environment Preservation tax)

« TPA Environmental Preservation Tax is 
committed to ensure Fernando de 
Noronha ecological balance maintenance. 
It is based upon legal determination to 
the permanecy or transit of individuals in 
its territory. Personnel, infrastructure,
facilities and services are also included 
in the fee. »



Additional cost : 
National Park entrance fee

All the facilities related to the shore would not be financed by the « Environmental 
Preservation Tax », but by an entrance fee to access the National Park area:                                   

. 65 BRL3 for Brazilians (31.40 USD 3) ;              

. 130 BRL3 for foreigners4 (62.80  USD 3).

Ticket officies are built.

Plastic cards to access the National Park 
area are provided.

3 2012 prices and currency exchange rate  (1 USD for 2,07 BRL).

4 Nevertheless, informations are almost exclusively  available in Portuguese.

Ticket officies are built.



Environmental protection area and 
National Park area

« Urban » area where money from the « Environmental 
Preservation Tax » would be invested.

Tax on going 
since 1989 

« Shore » area protected by the National Park status 
where money from the park entrance fee would be invested.

Access fee on going 
since Sept. 2012



Where is

The Environmental Preservation Tax 
is mentioned on the official website of 
the island : 

http://www.noronha.pe.gov.br/

the information ?

An idea of what to look for and a 
good Portuguese understanding are 
required to find the pricing page.



No information as for the 
National Park entrance fee

This additional cost appears neither on the official website of the island (or at least it 
is not obvious) nor on any other of the various consulted websites.  The English version of 
the official website has a very limited content, and does not include any information 
related to the Environment Preservation Tax.

This additional cost, 
discovered while on the island, 
is required to access the main 
goal of the visit : the shore. 

A guide service fee must be 
added to access certain 
places (i.e. Atalaia).



Life is pretty expensive

1-Accomodation :
from 140 to 1800 BRL5 per night (68 to 870 USD6)

2-Food:
6,90 BRL6 the 1.1 lb pack of pasta which means  3.30 USD6

(4 USD6)

5  Prices given in 2012 by the person in charge of tourist 
inform ation at the airport ; some pousadas (guest 
houses) offered some rooms at  65 BRL / 31 USD  
(basic comfort which means a bed and a fan).

6  2012 prices and currency exchange rate  (1 USD for 
2,07 BRL)



Magnum© ice cream costs 13 BRL6

(6.30 USD6) and the water-based ones 
8 BRL6 (4 USD6) :

prices are higher than in Europe.

3-Sweet extras:

6 2012 prices and currency exchange rate    
(1 USD for 2,07 BRL)



The 5-day duration corresponds to the recommandation seen on the official website. 
So, this estimation is calculated based on 5 complete days and 6 nights on site.

Estimated cost of a 5 d stay   
per person, not including leisure and fare11

Expenses 2012 unit price (BRL) Units Total 2012 (BRL) Total 2012 (USD) 9

Accomodation 140 6 840 406

Meal 25 11 275 133

Breakfast 10 6 60 29

Sub-total 
Basic expenses

- - 1 175 568

7  National  Park ; 8 Taxa de Preservação Ambiental  ; 9 2012 prices and currency exchange rate (1 USD for 2,07 BRL)

Basic expenses
- - 1 175 568

NP7 access 130 1 130 63

2012 TPA8 43,20 6 259 125

TOTAL 2012 - - 1564 756

Expenses Amount 2014 (BRL) Amount 2014 (USD) 10 Comments

Basic expenses 1 316 560 The 2014 estimated amounts have been calculated based on an 
inflation equal to the TPA increase from 2012 to 2014 which means 
about a 12% increase.NP7 access 146 62

2014 TPA8 290 123 48,20 x 6

TOTAL 2014 1 752 745 The exchange rate variation shows an artificial decrease in the USD 
expenses.

10  2014 prices and exchange rate (1 USD for 2,35 BRL) ; 11 About 400 USD for a round trip fare from Recife 



A pretty expensive dream…
Fernando de Noronha, World Heritage for whom can afford it ? 

Monthly income in US$ : 
8,250 (~ 6 160 €)

Two satisfaction survey forms, visible through the collection box, respectively show the 
monthly income and the total amount of the individual expenses of two different visitors :

Monthly income in US$ : 
8,250 (~ 6 160 €)

Total amount of 
individual expenses 
made during one stay 
(fare included) :         
R$ 5,000 (~ 2415 USD 
or 1 890 €)



« ECO-TOURISM

WITH NO ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT »



Officially, the Taxa de Preservação Ambiental   

is... (reminder)

(Environment Preservation tax)

« TPA Environmental Preservation Tax is 
committed to ensure Fernando de 
Noronha ecological balance maintenance. 
It is based upon legal determination to 
the permanecy or transit of individuals in 
its territory. Personnel, infrastructure,

Travel websites informing about this TPA 
sometimes talk about how the money is used, for 
example : « The environment preservation tax 
that visitors have to pay helps protecting this 
fragile ecosystem. This is thanks to these 
efforts that the Brazilian archipelago has 
remained an intact jewel  and such a unique 
place. » Source : www.routard.com

its territory. Personnel, infrastructure,
facilities and services are also included 
in the fee. »



Transportation respecting     
the environment

The bus ride from the airport to the residential places 
costs 3 BRL per person (~ 1.4 USD), for a distance that 
does not exceed 6 mi (10 km). The engine is not one of 
the least polluting.

The TPA does not include this shuttle service that would 
encourage the use of public transportation though encourage the use of public transportation though 
instead of cabs. 



Vehicules for rent are 
environment-friendly



If vehicules used on the island are not environment-
friendly, at least

they do respect cyclists and pedestrians

since they are not noisy and do 
not stir dust up.



Ecotourism

According studies part of the « Spinner 
dolphin » project (« Projecto Golfinho 
Rotador », Stenella longirostris), there is a 
strong correlation between touristic 
activity and dolphin presence in the bay, 
which has decreased a lot. 
(Ref. video shown at Vila do Boldró Visitor Center, in Portuguese with 
English subtitle).



Wastes are sorted out, 
collected and recycled

Important choice of garbage cans

On the island

At Recife



A precise waste selection



Vendors take care of 
their environment

Unlimited plastic bag 
distribution at the supermarket.

Bars and restaurants offer 
plastic cans, cups and cutlery.



An efficient consciousness-
raising campaign

Vila dos Remédios



A welcome gift is available for visitors at the airport : it is a 
plastic bag (fast biodegradable plastic) that contains a survey 
form and two informative sheets made of recycled paper, about 
a market of cultural sustainability with articles made of recycled 
material, and about behaviour recommandations to take care of 
this paradise.

Relevant consciousness-raising 
techniques



They grow at 
each visit

A 18-month biodegradable plastic,                        
it is enough time to kill a few turtles. 



A limited urbanization to 
preserve the natural environment

Baia do Sancho access



Structures that protect the 
environment

Baia do Sueste access 
being built



Ecological plastic
Mirador made of recycled 
plastic.

When work is finished, each beach of 
this little island will be equipped with a 
building aiming at controlling its access, 
including toilets and showers, 
refreshments, booths offering souvenirs 
for sale and material for rent.



Fernando de Noronha soon changed into 
Noronha Land ?



A reasonable use of resources

Human resources: 

TPA implementation, to preserve the 
environment thanks to the money made and 
the printing of a few paper forms.

Energy resources : 

low energy light bulbs used in the hallway of 
the administrative building of the island, at 
day-time.



Buggys cleaning,  

Freshwater resources:

used at best as normal for 
a vital resource.

Important water 
escape from the toilet 
of Vila do Baldró 
Visitor Center...



Don’t waste water : 
message sticked on a bus 
stop on the island.

Much communication, 
but what about actions ?



?

Where the heck does the money taken for 
this environment preservation tax go ? 

Do we talk about environment preservation or 
about economic growth ? 



.



A plastic-free island...

… that would prefer sustainable 
and possibly craft packaging.

A paper-free island,        
that would focus on verbal 
communication and human 
relationship.relationship.

A car-free island, with no 
motor noise, no dust on the 
paths, dedicated to 
pedestrians and cyclists...

In some cities like here at Rio 
de Janeiro, bicycles are 
available : why not in Fernando 
de Noronha ?



A motor traffic-free island 
(when non-necessary), including 
on its surrounding water…

Dolphins can be watched from the 
island, to avoid disturbing them ;

as well as submarine wildlife that can be 
watched without using a polluting, noisy watched without using a polluting, noisy 
and expensive engine.



Daring the innovation of common sense, through simple, cheap 
and friendly solutions, this is what deserves the status of 

national and international  reference !

It seems it’s a matter
of choosing the right priority to remain coherent.



Document sent to 
the Governor of the Pernambuco State, Eduardo Campos

and to the General Administrator of Fernando de Noronha, Romeu Neves Baptista 
on 28/04/2014.



1. Transparency

a. Make public the annual TPA revenue*

b. Make public the details of expenses and investments made with the TPA 
revenue*

c. Make public the statistics from the satisfaction survey completed by visitors

* Retrospective data since TPA implementation.

2. Corrective actions

a. Related to all the points raised throughout this document

b. Related to all or part of the TPA revenue that would have been excessively 
charged on visitors, for the complete duration of the TPA implementation



after the reasonable one-month deadline that had been precised.



.



Document sent to
its Director-General, Irina Bokova

and to the Director of the World Heritage Center, Kishore Rao 
on 28/04/2014.



Do whatever is necessary to have this natural site 
fixed and properly preserved.



after the reasonable one-month deadline that had been precised.



.



Not to remain victim of the system 
means having to change the system

� Wondering if rules really serve what they are pretended they are made for� Wondering if rules really serve what they are pretended they are made for

� Looking for information and informing others around us (and beyond)

� Suggesting solutions

� Acting according the suggested solutions, showing that living differently is possible



Who wants a real preservation of Fernando de Noronha, 
one that would make sense and at a reasonable price ?

Thanks for time and energy invested in the future!

Spreading this document to family, friends and collegues, on social networks, 
and talking about it, it’s already acting for change, 

for a fairer world, for a better world.


