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Contemporary Art along the Loire River 
 
The Loire Valley region is a royal region through which one of the world’s most majestic 
rivers flows and which boasts a very artistic heritage. Historically, and still today, artists have 
chosen to live near the Loire, the backbone of this area in perpetual creation. A city break 
combining nature and culture is the perfect opportunity to visit four exceptional locations 
dotted along the Loire. 
 
The Tours Contemporary Art Centre offers a diversity of artistic styles and tends to host 
exhibitions of international renown. Since opening in 1985 it has put on nearly 80 exhibitions 
and coordinated projects with 300 artists, such as Pierre Ardouvin, François Morellet and 
Miguel Palma. In 2015, the Olivier Debré Centre of Contemporary Creation will be opened 
for fans of monumental works. 
 
 The city can be explored in depth from aboard the 

new tram, designed by the artist Daniel Buren, or by 
bike to better soak up the lively atmosphere of the 
medieval Place Plumereau. The typical shop-lined 
streets are perfect for a browsing break. Food lovers 
will be delighted with the Marché de Halles, where 
the region’s produce can be smelt, touched and 
tasted. 

 
Also take time to chat with local producers about the artisanal or gastronomic specialities 
which give the market its richness in colour and smell. 
 
Nearby, the Tours Loire Wine Visitor Centre is open to visitors. Rosé or red, dry or fruity… 
No less than 70 exemplary wines are available to visitors. You can even define your sensorial  
Tours cultivates the art of living and offers a wide choice of excellent places to eat. Those 
who love travelling will love the gourmet aperitifs and cosmopolitan menu of La Petite 
Cuisine. Marie treats customers like guests and makes sure that everyone feels at home; a 
convivial and informal atmosphere is guaranteed! Not far from the Cathedral, the chef 
Benoit Pasquier enthusiastically heads up the restaurant Le Saint Honoré. Herbs from plots 
of his Loire garden complement vegetables, game and fish from this city of 30 markets. A 
former bakery, the cellar below contains a wonderful choice of wines that Mrs Pasquier 
selects to accompany her husband’s dishes. 
 
A stone’s throw from the train station, Michelle Guitton welcomes guests to the Suites 
Béranger, a 19th century house renovated in a 21st century style. The building, outbuilding 
and garden offer a unique living space in the heart of the Touraine capital. A short bike ride 
along the banks of the Loire takes you to the Art Hôtel. This 19th century château has been 
converted into a hotel whose traditional architecture is offset by modern design. Design Art 
and Black and White Art furnish the pavilions and walls that are over 100 years old. Also on 
the banks of the Loire, the festive event “Tours sur Loire” takes place from May to 
September at the foot of the Pont Wilson, attracting locals and tourists of all ages for a 
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unique open-air café concept: dance, music and children’s activities are put on throughout 
the summer. 
 
A little further on, the regional Domain of Chaumont 
sur Loire is the first Arts and Nature Centre dedicated 
to the relationship between artistic creation and 
landscape design. The Loire Valley region has opened 
an establishment for the public, with a lively program 
and work from the big names of contemporary art 
and design.  
 
Here, artists’ work blends in with the backdrop of 
greenery for the International Garden Festival that 
takes place from 25th April and ends on 19th October, 
as the leaves start to fall.  

 

 
 

 
To prolong the experience of being Lord and Lady of the manor, simply cross over to the 
other side of the Loire and enter Douves d’Onzain. This guest house’s name, which means 
‘Moats of Onzain’, suits it well due to its situation in the town’s former castle. The suite’s 
four rooms accommodate up to 6 people and it includes a private terrace on the first floor 
with a unique view over the moat. From here you can also attend concerts during the 
cultural season. Violin, piano or cello… the program is sure to transport you back into the 
19th century, adding to the uniqueness of this location. The natural and cultural discoveries 
continue at Métamorphozes, in Valaire, one of the smallest villages of the “Land of 
Châteaux”. Inspired by Japanese or Renaissance styles, the guest rooms reflect the themes 
of the park, where sculptures can be found dotted here and there, leading the visitor to the 
art gallery where paintings and modern works are exhibited. 
 
 

 The works of artists such as Klaus Pinter, Armin 
Schubert or Patrick Dougherty also contribute to the 
garden’s reputation. The union between traditional 
heritage and modern spirit inspires a connection 
between nature and visitors’ imaginations. You will 
also find creativity in the Grand Velum, the glass-
walled restaurant in the heart of the garden, whose 
dishes are based on the year’s theme and which offers 
a “festival” for eyes and taste buds alike. The theme 
for 2014 is “gardens of the cardinal sins”: 
extravagance is sure to be on the menu! 
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 Situated halfway between Orléans and Tours, Blois offers 
an interesting natural and architectural setting. The river 
Loire flows through the city, convenient for access by bike, 
and the central location of the train station facilitates train 
travel. 
 
Just nearby, La Fondation du Doute is the fruit of a project 
by the artist Ben. Inaugurated in April 2013, this is neither a 
museum nor an art gallery but a place of expression in 
which the Fluxus spirit rules. Its two floors are devoted to 
50 artists and home to 300 works from private collections, 
archives and Fluxus videos as well as creations by Ben, Gino 
Di Maggio or Yoko Ono. La Fondation du Doute is a vibrant 
place: a breeding ground for ideas and artistic questions. 

 
The famous Murs des Mots, designed by Ben, symbolises the exploration of ideas and causes 
passers-by to doubt the things they usually take for granted. The Fluxus Café at the entrance 
is a convivial place for reading, self-expression or discussions over brunch. 
 
The Royal Château of Blois towers over the streets of the old city, and is the historical and 
touristic pride of the inhabitants. The courtyard reveals an incredible panorama of French 
architecture dating from the Middle Ages to the 17th century and the royal apartments 
contain over 30,000 items of furniture and art work. 
 

 
 
Opposite the château, behind the façade of the bourgeois house is the Maison de la Magie. 
This museum is the only one in Europe to offer collections on the theme of magic and a 
permanent, vibrant show in the same place. The six-headed dragon bursting through the 
windows will surprise visitors and warns of a visit packed full of the unexpected. The five 
levels are dedicated to an intriguing world based on the work of Robert Houdin. In the 
Maison de Thomas, located in the old part of Blois, the guest rooms are decorated in a 
modern and uncluttered style. The walls of the nearby restaurant L’Hôte Antique remind 
guests of those of the Fondation du Doute which are covered with aphorisms, except here 
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the topic is wine and the appellations are written in capitals. Just the thing for relaxing with a 
glass in the bar or on the mezzanine! 
 
Visit the restaurant Assa for a Franco-Japanese pause on the banks of the Loire, with its 
delicate menu and contemporary design. In Japanese, Assa means “morning”, which fits well 
with the menu, composed each morning after the fresh produce delivery. The chef, Anthony 
Maubert, and his wife Fu Miko share their finely prepared dishes and love of Blois with their 
clients. The young sommelier Maxime offers a list of 100% Loire wine, complemented by the 
Sake from Fu Miko’s natal village and cider from Brittany, a hint at the chef’s origins! There 
are 8 menus available to suit every appetite and occasion in an uncluttered, highly authentic 
Japanese setting. 
 
In the evening you can choose to remain in the city or withdraw to the countryside, which is 
never far away! Opposite the train station, the Best Western hotel offers contemporary 
rooms and suites, with a comfy atmosphere and a generous, gourmet breakfast in the 
morning. 
 
The hotel restaurant Côté Loire is situated 2 minutes from the centre of Blois, in a 
picturesque district resembling a small countryside village. Nestled below the Place de la 
Grève, the hotel once welcomed Mme de Sévigné: you almost expect to see the writer 
drafting a missive in the shade of a pergola. 
 
The guest room Une Autre Nature guarantees a change of scene for those who love peace, 
quiet and birdsong. This little haven is at Mesland, a few minutes from Blois and not far from 
the Loire. Give free rein your dreams in this harmonious, serene and original setting, which 
offers an alternative lifestyle where relaxation and living for the moment are the key words. 
 
 Orléans, known for its famous cathedral, is a 

city with a turbulent history. After the 
Hundred Years’ War, Joan of Arc recaptured 
the land occupied by the English, including 
Orléans. Her effigy can be found everywhere: 
in the stained glass windows of the 
cathedral, at Hôtel Groslot and in the Place 
du Martroi. Outside the train station in the 
city centre, trams, buses and Vélo+ bicycles 
facilitate adventures in and around the city 
on foot or by bike. course counts Orléans 
amongst the cities not to be missed. 

 
The city has recently adjusted its focus towards the Loire which flows through it, by 
renovating its riverside quays and creating access to the Loire à Vélo, a cycle route that is 
now completely finished and signposted and which of. 
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 “Les Turbulences”, the FRAC (Regional 
Contemporary Art Funds) building by Jakob 
et MacFarlane is a testimony to the city’s 
entrance into the 21st century. Opened at 
the end of 2013, this space is made up of 
three bulges surging out of the ground, 
attracting the public by its form as much as 
its architectural collection. Through its four 
themes, the permanent gallery offers a 
journey through architectural and urban 
experiments from the 1950s to today.  

 
At the weekends there are fun activities for all ages on the theme of architecture. The Café 
des Turbulences, which is somewhere between a gourmet fast food restaurant and a tea 
room, offers a menu based on fresh local produce and the opportunity to prolong the visit 
with a caramel or gingerbread treat or all kinds of little tarts. 
 
Visit the Place de la Loire where the restaurant Le Lift has gone for an arty approach, with its 
terrace shaded by plants in the Jardin de la Charpenterie, ideal for enjoying the peace and 
quiet of the old part of the city. Haute cuisine is combined with a decidedly contemporary 
style and an unobstructed view over the Loire. Just nearby, Éric Lecerf has opened his 
contemporary bar. A word about the chef. The son of a butcher, as a young man Éric Lecerf 
planned to follow the same career path. After an apprenticeship at the Hôtel de la Gloire in 
Montargis, at the age of 18 he entered “Le Jamin”, Joël Robuchon’s first Parisian restaurant 
which was a sort of odyssey in itself and which he remembers well: “I arrived in Paris on 13th 
March 1982, in the middle of my first day in the kitchen, and I had half an hour to find a 
room to sleep in for the night.” Later on, Robuchon would remember the young cook from 
Loire, since in 1996 the great chef placed his former second at the head of the Astor Hotel in 
Paris, where Éric Lecerf amassed two Michelin stars in two and a half years. Today, in his chic 
bar, Éric Lecerf offers exceptional produce, “ready to eat” for the lucky food lovers of 
Orléans. Watch out though, you’ll need to book! 
 
Where to stay? The rooms in the Logis d’Orléans guarantee a peaceful night in Joan of Arc’s 
city. Situated near all the conveniences and cultural sites, this guest house is well located for 
discovering the city as though you lived there. The welcome from Anna, the lady of the 
house, combines a good measure of smiles and humour, a dose of advice and listening and a 
sprinkling of refinement. In the city centre, next to the train station, the Hôtel de l’Abeille 
with its old-fashioned charm is in a different style. Virginie Foucault and her brother 
Dominique come from 4 generations of hotel owners in Orléans. The family atmosphere of 
this hotel-museum is maintained, and each visitor is welcomed like a guest. Everywhere, 
from the reception to the lounge and in the rooms and on the terrace, each element has 
been carefully selected to decorate and guarantee comfort in this elegant location. 
Our journey ends here: 3 cities and 4 places with a modern expression, all very different, 
invite both connoisseurs and those seeking discoveries for a weekend away in the Loire 
Valley region. 


