


Editorial
Fall 2013 and Spring 2014 students offer ISIClick #11 a great variety of topics that tackle a multitude 
of issues across four main sections: Politics, Social Issues, Health and Entertainment. Together with 
their American partners, ISIC students produced valuable stories and gained a great cross cultural 
experience. Some stories, those written by the American partners,  have already been published in 
such top tier outlets as the Christian Science Monitor, the New York Times, the Washington Post 
and the Global Post.

The Moroccan-American pairs forged not only a working partnership, but also a friendship that 
will certainly keep growing across the miles.  Nannies, Underage Marriage, Tanneries, Hippies, 
Education and Evolution are some of the themes that are featured in this year’s ISIClick.  The         
authors examine every angle of the story and provide our readers with powerful testimonials. I will 
say no more, but invite you to read all the articles.

I am very obliged to Mary Stucky for the help, encouragement and thoroughness that she so          
generously put in with each and every student from day One. 

I would like to congratulate every single student who took part in the program this academic year. 
I’d like to wish them luck and I hope that this is the first of many articles in English to come.

Prof. Zizi

From left to right: Islam Abdelouali, Malak Mihraje, Jihane Habbouche, Noura El Addaoui, Yousra Rahal and 
Ibtissam Hajjaj.
During the presentations.
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The 2003 terrorist attacks in        
Casablanca, which killed 45 peo-
ple, threatened the nation of Mo-
rocco as a place safe from terror-
ism. The 14 terrorists charged 
with the attacks, all in their early 
twenties, came from a single place: 
Sidi Moumen. It is an arrondisse-
ment and north eastern suburb of 
Casablanca, in the Sidi Bernoussi 
district of the Grand Casablanca 
region of Morocco. It is one of 
Casablanca’s largest slums and also 
the area that has witnessed anoth-
er terrorist act that was a suicide 
bombing inside an internet café in 
March 11, 2007 which killed the 
bomber and injured four others. 

Since the attacks, the Moroccan 
government has instituted a pro-
gram of urban renewal and social 
development in Sidi Moumen, but  
Sidi Moumen, especially the areas 
of Zaraba and Schouila, “are still 
considered dangerous nowadays 
despite the changes Sidi Mou-
men has witnessed,” said Youssef 
Ouchene, a former resident of the 
Zaraba Slums.

Before the bombings, many Mo-
roccans considered Sidi Moumen 

to be a risky and dangerous area.  
“When a person gets lost in Sidi 
Moumen, he immediately starts to 
panic because of the danger that 
area used to represent before 2003,” 
said Mohammed Tozy, a Moroccan 
sociologist.

But after the attacks of 2003, the 
Moroccan government started 
building schools. “There were no 
schools in Sidi Moumen before 
2003 and my grown sons didn’t go 
to school because there weren’t any 
close ones here”, says Fatima Mazoz, 
a local resident of Sidi Moumen. 
In addition to building schools, 
King Mohammed VI authorized 
the construction of 130,000 social 
housing units worth $1.83 billion 
and the government has replaced a 
huge part of the slums areas with 
4-5 floors housing units. ”Now Sidi 
Moumen is changing, although 
there is still a severe lack of ser-
vices,” Said Zahidi. “Poverty and 
joblessness are still a serious prob-
lem”, he said, “but better to be idle 
in a new apartment than a slum”. 
Another aspect of infrastructure 
changes in Sidi Moumen is the 
Tramway project. The project now 
links Sidi Moumen and the rest of 
Casablanca, which wasn’t the case 
before 2003.

In spite of the efforts made since 
the 2003 bombings in Casablanca, 
Sidi Moumen is still considered by 
some Moroccans to be a ticking 

bomb that can explode at any time.
“The threat is still present” says 
Mourad a local resident in Sidi 
Moumen’s shanty towns. 

The Moroccan authorities have put 
Sidi Moumen under close surveil-
lance since the bombings and they 
claim to have dismantled cells of 
extremists who recruited young 
people to join their organizations.   
Still, poverty and unemployment 
are unchanged in Sidi Moumen, 
according to some residents. “It’s 
worse for us here now,” says one 
18-year-old, selling watermelons 
by the roadside. “When people see 
Sidi Moumen written on our iden-
tity cards they think we are all ter-
rorists. We will never get real jobs.”

“When you give money to someone 
you possess them”. Says a young 
man who says he was involved 
with a radical Islamist group for 
a short time. He confirmed “They 
can attract the youngest people 
by giving them material things, 
clothes, money to their families - 
then come mental influences”.

In the meantime, it is more            
challenging for the Moroccan     
government to think about real          
solutions to put an end to Ter-
rorism is Sidi Moumen and else-
where. But one question remains:                   
“How efficient will they be?” 

Ellis Hazard & Michelle Dutro 
contributed reporting

Politics

The New Sidi Moumen
by Anass Berroug and Keltoum el Hassia

When people see 
Sidi Moumen written on our 
identity cards they think we 

are all terrorists. 
We will never get real jobs

This picture represents one of Sidi 
Moumen’s slums in the front  and some 

of the new buildings the government 
has built in the back 

Courtesy of Keltoum El Hassia

	  

This picture represents one of Sidi 
Moumen’s slums 

Courtesy of Keltoum El Hassia
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Due to a widening budget deficit, 
and as a result of pressure from 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Morocco is significantly   
reforming its budget and subsidies 
for the first time since the 1980s.

Moroccans buy sugar, flour, bread, 
butane, electricity and gasoline 
at artificially low prices because 
of these government subsidies. 
In 2012, subsidies reached 7 per-
cent of GDP. In order to keep itself 
afloat, Morocco took out a $6.2 
billion precautionary credit line 
from the IMF. The IMF approved 
that credit, but only with guaran-
tees that Morocco will make the 
reforms.

Dabachi Ahmed sells butane in 
Rabat’s medina.  He doesn’t want to 
see government subsidies removed 
on his product.“If the prices go up, 
I’m not going to buy it. How are my 
customers going to?” Ahmed said.

In 1981, Morocco tried to increase 
the price of bread, and then pro-
tests spread through the streets. 
The result: The army marched 
against the protesters, and hun-
dreds of Moroccans were killed 
and injured.  Bread is not expected 
to be targeted this time, but Mo-
rocco does plan to reduce its subsi-
dy spending each year, which may 
raise consumer prices.

With economic growth affected by 
the international crisis, the gov-
ernment’s balance of payments 
is under pressure from rising oil 
prices and increased food imports, 
especially wheat. This severely im-
pacts the national budget, which 
includes a compensation fund to 
maintain prices at an affordable 
level for the population. However, 
some experts argue that these sub-
sidies encourage over-consump-
tion of goods and mostly go to the 
rich, even though they are intend-
ed to help poorer households.  

“The problem with the present sys-
tem is that it’s blind. ... If you’re rich 
or poor, you buy at the same price. 
And if you are rich, you consume 

more and you benefit more,” said 
Najib Akesbi, a Moroccan econo-
mist at the Hassan Agriculture and 
Veterinary Institute in Rabat.
For now, the government has cho-
sen a mixed solution, reducing 
subsidies for certain products and 
maintaining subsidies for others.  
Changes began in September 2013, 
when the government partially tied 
gas and diesel prices to the world 
market, triggering price increases. 
Thousands protested in Rabat. 

“I’m not happy because of this,” 
said 45-year-old taxi driver Goumi 
Anass.  “Naturally, the price of the 
fares has to increase ... it’s not a 
simple thing for me.” 

Ishan Thakore contributed  
reporting

Challenges and Pressures in Removing Subsidies

Politics

by Khaoula Lasmer

Butanes: source: http://www.google.com/
news.nationalgeographic.com

The problem with the present 
system is that it’s blind. ... 

If you’re rich or poor, 
you buy at the same price. 

And if you are rich, 
you consume more and you 

benefit more

 Subsidies : http://www.google.com/
www.kaiserhealthnews.org

For now, the government 
has chosen a mixed solution, 
reducing subsidies for certain 

products and maintaining 
subsidies for others

“If the prices go up, I’m not 
going to buy it. How are my 

customers going to?”



Politics
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Habiba Targaoui, 24, has a mas-
ter’s degree in history but she is 
out of work.  Many days she can 
be found on the streets of Rabat 
protesting with hundreds of oth-
ers just like her. The protesters, un-
employed university graduates, are 
demanding government jobs. And 
they don’t want to take a test to get 
them.

“I live in a small apartment with 
seven girls – jobless as well,” Tar-
gaoui said.  “My parents are help-

ing me finance my rent. I tried to 
find a job in the private sector, but 
it didn’t work because of the low 
salaries.  And if they get tired of 
you they can fire you so easily.”

Targaoui’s dream is to become a 
professor of history at a public Mo-
roccan university.

According to the Moroccan High 
Commission of Planning, 19 per-
cent of bachelor’s degree holders 
are unemployed, while the jobless 
rate for non-degree holders is only 
4.5 percent. Ministerial Decree No. 
100-11-2, of 2011, authorizes the 
Moroccan government to recruit 
employees directly without tests.  
But with the new government of 
Abdelilah Benkirane and the new 
constitution, this decree hasn’t 

been fully implemented.

Ahmed El Aissaoui, 31, is an un-
employed activist. He has a mas-
ter’s degree in geography and is 
working on his Ph.D. El Aissaoui 
said back in 2013, it was possible to 
get a government job without pass-
ing a test. 

 

“But once the new government 
came in, everything changed,” he 
said. “A thousand unemployed de-
gree holders are added year after 

Unemployed Degree Holders Protests
By Nada Lahrairi

Hundreds of unemployed university graduates protesting in the streets of Rabat. Google images. 

 19 percent of bachelor’s 
degree holders

 are unemployed, while
 the jobless rate for 

non-degree holders is 
only 4.5 percent

Targaoui’s dream is to 
become a professor of 

history at a public 
Moroccan university



year. That now makes about 9,000 
unemployed degree holders in the 
streets.”

Protests have resulted in arrests. 
Thirteen protesters were arrested 
on April 4, 2014, in Rabat and nine 
are now in Zaki prison in Salé. 
Masser Bouzit, 31, a protester af-
filiated with the National Coor-
dination of Solidarity of Jobless 
Bachelors, says he was one of those 
arrested that day.

“The forces of repression do not 
solely rely on their cudgels to pun-
ish us with all their revenge,” Bouz-
it said. “They use their military 
boots. Parts of our human bodies 
were affected; namely, the heads, 

sexual organs. It’s not right that in-
tellectual people in Morocco are in 
jail with criminals just for protest-
ing.”

Cherif Zeidi, 26, is an unem-
ployed university graduate. He has 
a master’s degree in comparative 
languages and is working on his 
Ph.D. Zeidi said he taught Eng-
lish in a private high school for 
three months. There, he said he 
experienced a low salary and poor 
working conditions. Zeidi started 
protesting in 2012 and said he was 
beaten several times by the police.

 
“If my parents knew I was beaten 

and that I will be beaten again by 
cops, they won’t take it, and they 
will ask me to come back home to 
Al Hoceima,” he said.

 
“The cops have no mercy; they 

don’t make a difference between 
men and women,” Targaoui 
claimed. “They beat every one they 
find in front of them. They just 
want us to give up, but we won’t. 
We will continue protesting as long 
as there are no jobs for us.  We will 
suffer their blows.”

 
Elaissaoui cites the Ministry of Fi-

nance to explain why the situation 
is so grim for unemployed gradu-
ates. He said 7,600 people applied 
for just 136 posts.

 
There are government plans to 

bring the unemployment rate 
down to 8 percent by 2016.  Tax 
breaks for Moroccan businesses 
are being offered, but for now the 
protesters say they aren’t giving up.

 
“The government must know that 

we will continue protesting until 
2016 if the situation doesn’t get 
better,” Targaoui said. “We believe 
that one day we will get our right 
of working, and we will fight for it 
as long as there are no jobs that can 
guarantee our future.”

Politics
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Protesters beaten by cops in Rabat. Google images.

A thousand unemployed 
degree holders are added 

year after year

They beat every one they 
find in front of them. They 
just want us to give up, but 
we won’t. We will continue 
protesting as long as there 
are no jobs for us.  We will 

suffer their blows

“It’s not right that
intellectual people 

in Morocco are in jail 
with criminals just 

for protesting”

Susan Skaza contributed reporting.
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Retchie, 32 (she didn’t want to use 
her last name), came to Morocco 
two years ago from the Philippines 
to work as a nanny for a Moroccan 
family.  In that entire time, Retchie 
says, she never had a single day off 
and worked more than 12 hours 
every day.

“I slept at midnight. The baby woke 
up at 5 a.m. or 2 a.m.,” Retchie said. 
“I wake up with him even if I’m 
tired. When they go travel every 
month, they leave me with the 
baby for two weeks. They broke all 
promises.”

The employers promised to give 
Retchie days off and to legalize her 
papers, but she says none of that 
happened. Even worse, Retchie 
said, her employers physically 
abused her and confiscated her 
passport. Finally, she ran away.

The ODT (Democratic 
Organization of Workers) helped 
Retchie get her passport back, and 
Hayat Baraho, a member of ODT, 
even welcomed Retchie into her 
own home. Baraho says the goal 
of the organization is to integrate 
Filipino workers into Moroccan 
society.

 “We started by teaching them 
Arabic and job skills, like nursing 
aid. Also by informing them about 
the laws here in Morocco along 
with international conventions,” 
Baraho said.

According to the Philippine 
Consulate in Casablanca, there 
are approximately 5,000 Filipino 
migrants in Morocco. Ninety 
percent of them report abuse by 
their employers. They complain 
about being deprived of passports, 
days off, wages and food. Some of 

them even complain of sexual abuse 
and harassment. The consulate says 
it receives 30 women each month 
complaining of harsh conditions.

In June 1993, Morocco signed the 
International Convention on the 
Protection of the Rights of All 
Migrant Workers and Members 
of Their Families.  But that doesn’t 
help the Filipino maids, according 
to Hicham Rachidi, the secretary 
general of GADEM, a Moroccan 

association that was formed to 
protect the rights of migrants in 
Morocco.

“The convention isn’t operational 
in reality. The Moroccan legislature 
doesn’t consider what comes in the 
international convention,” Rachidi 
said. 

A year ago, in July 2013, the National 
Human Rights Council (CNDH) 
issued a report on the situation of 
migrants and refugees in Morocco 
entitled, “For a Radically New 
Asylum and Migration Policy.” In 
this report, the CNDH invites the 

Moroccan government to establish 
a policy for the integration of 
refugees and their families in terms 
of housing, health, schooling, 
training and employment; 
ensuring effective access to justice 
for irregular migrants in the case 
of arrest, provisionary detention 
or trial; facilitating the registration 
of new births and the issuing of 
death certificates, and carrying out 
the revision of some articles of law 
regulating the rights of migrants.

Filipino Domestic Workers Need Protection
By Noura El Addaoui

Retchie, 32, makes her boss’s bed. Retchie escaped her previous employer, who 
repeatedly abused her. Courtesy of Rachel Woolf

The employers promised 
to give Retchie days off 
and legalize her papers, 
but she says none of that 

happened



Politics
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But most experts say even that 
hasn’t solved the problem. The 
ANAPEC (The National Agency for 
the Promotion of Employment and 
Skills) provides job opportunities 
only for Moroccans, according to 
Rachidi, who is working with the 
Moroccan government to change 
that. 

“Morocco is negotiating three 
new laws protecting the rights of 
migrants. Three thousand Filipino 
maids asked for residency cards,” 
Rachidi said.  “It’s time now for 
the Moroccan legislature to take 

the necessary measures to adjust 
the law related to the protection 
of migrants and members of their 
families.”

Filipino maids are in demand in 
Morocco, according to Hayat, 

especially by wealthy Moroccans. 
Of course, not all of the maids 
experience abuse. 

Meryem Ikhchiden, 37, is an 
orthodontist who employed a maid 
from the Philippines. She said it 
was a good situation for both her 
and her Filipina employee who 
helped teach her children English. 
“I was really satisfied with the work 
of my Filipina nanny,” Ikhchiden 
said. “Her situation was legalized, 
and by the end of contract she went 
home without any problems.”

Fatima Sugapong contributed reporting.

Syria : War’s ghosts*
By Mounira Lourhzal

Adham is 26 years old, single, with 
brown hair, clear green eyes, and 
thick black eyebrows. He is dressed 
as the professional clothes’ trader 
he used to be.

With a thin smile, he sits at the cof-
fee house in Rabat.

“We had two big shops in Homs, 
a family company, where every-
one worked. When I got this 8cm 
wound in my neck, I lost 17 kg. 
Weak and panicked, I only wanted 
one thing: to leave everything be-
hind. I received my wound in a 

fight. The resistance wasn’t actu-
ally a political one, we just took the 
guns to protect our neighborhood, 
family, and goods-  it didn’t matter 
who is attacking.”

In a period of just 30 months, 
130,000 people have died in the 
Syrian conflict which also created 
more than two million refugees 

“…weak and panicked, 
I only wanted one thing: 
leave everything behind”

In Casablanca, there 
are approximately 5,000 

Filipino migrants in 
Morocco. Ninety percent 
of them report abuse by 

their employers

A Syrian refugee woman holds her child in the refugee camp of Bab El Salama, between 
the Syrian town of Azaz and the Turkish town of Kilis, December 24, 2012. 

CREDIT: REUTERS/MUZAFFAR SALMAN



— people who’ve fled the conflict, 
most ending up in refugee camps 
in Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan.  
But there are Syrian refugees even 
as far away as Morocco, the fur-
thest-west Muslim country, where 
they face an uncertain future with-
out citizenship, even for their chil-
dren who are born here, and little 
in the way of assistance.

In response to the question: “Why 
Morocco?” Adham answers: “All 
my friends advised me to come 
here. It is safe; people are tolerant, 
helpful, sociable and easygoing. 
What  do I do all day long? Noth-
ing.  I wake up at 11 AM, have 
breakfast in the coffee shop of the 
Hotel and play video games in an 
arcade (a shop where people can 
play in slot machines) In the even-
ing, my friends and I get drunk.”

How did they cross the borders, 
then?

All the refugees are able to come 
in Morocco despite not having vi-
sas, whether they land in Moroc-
cans airports, or they cross the 
Algerian-Moroccan border with-
out being called by the border 
guards. The interviews with the 
refugees are strikingly similar. For 
those who land in Alger- they go to 
Maghnia, where a smuggler drives 
them for 100 American dollars. 
The Algerian city is 27 minutes far 
from Oujda, the nearest Moroccan 
city to the border. These trips are 
usually made by night
.

Hotel Afrikia, where most of 
the refugees live,In a little ho-
tel of the administrative capital 
Rabat. 25 families stay, without 
refugee cards. It is one of the few 
hotels that will accept them. The 
hotel is always sold out. At the 
tiny entry, some children play. 
Attempts to reach the recep-
tion where the owner refuses to 
let journalists come in, are met 
with long and dark stares. The 
hotel doesn’t look actually like 
one. Price of the night: MAD 
100.

Adel is 29 years old; he couldn’t 
get on the same plane as Alia, 
his wife and their two children: 
Mustapha and Sileen. He had to go 
to Lebanon first,and the family was 
reunited once again in Algeria, 24 
hours later.

His family crossed  331 km to go 
from Latakia (the principal port of 
the country where they lived) to 
Damascus. The Syrian plane that 
took them that terrible night dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadan, 
carried their fears and hopes for a 
better tomorrow.

“We demonstrated peacefully to 
put an end to the state of emer-
gency, to have better salaries, fu-
tile social requests, but they put 
my name on the list. Some of my 
friends died. Members of my fam-
ily too. When an innocent member 
of your family is killed, what kind 
of a person can you become? A 
bitter monstrosity of one. All of a 

sudden someone goes from walk-
ing with you, and then he’s gone in 
a second.”

Today, the new immigration policy 
announced by Morocco suggests 
that the situation could unlock. 
“The new office of refugees and 
stateless persons may develop what 
is called commonly a ‘humanitari-
an visa’ for the Syrians. It automati-
cally grants the status of refugee to 
nationals without consideration 
of individual circumstances,” said  
Marc Fawe, the responsible for ex-
ternal relations in the UNHCR of 
Rabat.

Politics

* This article was first published in Morocco World News, Wednesday 11 
December 2013.
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Hotel Afrikia -Rabat, where 25 families 
of Syrian refugees live.

Courtesy of Mounira Lourhzal



While the freedom of the print 
media in Morocco has long been 
in doubt, according to media 
watchdog groups, it now appears 
that online media is threatened as 
well. 

In September 2013, Ali Anouzla, 
one of the country’s leading 
independent journalists in online 
media, was jailed for 55 days.  
Anouzla faced trial, and could 
have been sentenced to 20 years 
in prison.  Anouzla was charged 
with aiding terrorists under the 
2003 counterterrorism law after he 
reported on a propaganda video 
that attacked Morocco’s king, 
posted online by al-Qaida in the 
Islamic Maghreb.

Moroccan journalist Omar Radi 
says reporters and editors are 
uncertain. “They don’t know at 
what time they will be oppressed 
because there are no rules,” Radi 
said.

Morocco was ranked 138th (on 
media freedom) by Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF) on a list of 
173 countries. Media reforms were 
announced after the establishment 
of the Benkirane government in 
November 2011. But change hasn’t 
come. For example, in October 
2012, the accreditation of Omar 
Brousky, a Moroccan journalist 
who works for AFP, was removed 
for allegedly raising questions 
about the neutrality of the king 

during partial parliamentary 
elections in Tangier. 

“The official red lines in Morocco 
are the monarchy, religion, and 
territorial integrity (the Sahara 
issue),” Radi said.  He adds that 
lawsuits, putting pressure on 
advertisers, and the closure of 
media companies are lessons to not 
cross the red lines.

 “Censorship is less striking in 
these recent years. In fact, it’s 
self-censorship that prevails,” 
said Radi, a member of the so-
called February 20th movement, 
Morocco’s version of the Arab 
Spring. “A free press is an important 
lever for democratization of the 
country,” Radi said. “It must dig 
into Morocco’s past to understand 
the present and inform the society 
about how public affairs are 
managed.”

In most democracies, a free press 
is meant to be a counter-power, 
and the role of the journalist is to 
question those in power. A Free 
press is also considered to be a 
safeguard for democracy and 
freedoms. But for Jihane Salhi, a 
Moroccan radio journalist, who 
worked in “Aswat” before working 
for “Hit Radio,” “freedom of the 
press doesn’t exist in Morocco.” 

Although the new Moroccan 
Constitution of 2011 “guarantees 
freedom of thought, opinion and 
expression in all its forms” (article 
25), Salhi says it’s extremely rare to 
see journalists do their job properly 
and completely without censoring 
themselves or confronting 
censorship.

“The bosses who run media 
companies usually have economic 
or financial interest in choosing 
the editorial line,” Salhi said. “The 
majority of them don’t know 
what the real assignment of the 
journalist is.”

Still,   there  have  been  improvements. 
The liberalization of the Moroccan 
media landscape in 2005 did lead 
to the flowering of several private 
radio stations, regulated by the 
High Authority of Audiovisual 
Communication (HACA). And 
despite recent challenges, online 
media is the future, according to 
Ahmed Hidass, a professor at the 
journalism school (ISIC) and an 
expert on media law, freedom of 
speech, and media regulation.  

”The business model of online 
media is less restrictive than 
the print media,” Hidass said. 
“Especially that it’s cheaper and 
more convenient for advertising.” 

Ali Anouzla is known for his 
critical stance towards the regime 
while working in the online media 
independent platform “Lakome”. 
In August 2013, the website was 

behind the King’s pardon for a 
convicted Spanish paedophile 
known as Daniel Gate. On the 
occasion of the World Day of Press 
Freedom held on May 3rd, the 
journalist was listed among the 
“100 heroes of information” by 
RSF.

Politics

Censorship is less 
striking in these recent 
years. In fact, it’s self-

censorship that prevails,” 
said Radi

Freedom of Press in Morocco: The Alarm Call of an 
Online Journalist  

by Basma Bakri 
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And despite recent challenges, 
online media is the future



Ali Anouzla was arrested on 
September 17th 2013.  In 
solidarity with the journalist, 
Moroccan freedom rights 
activists posted this cartoon on 
the Internet in order to convince 
the Moroccan authorities to drop 
charges against him. 

Activists from all around the 
world created the buzz around the 
picture for a general mobilization 
on behalf of Freedom of press. 

Anouzla’s trial is registered in the 
history of lawsuits against the most 
publicized journalists in Morocco 
and abroad. May 30th 2014, Ali 
Anouzla’s case was finally settled. 

The Court of Appeal issued a one 
month suspended prison sentence 
with a 5,000 dirham- fine against 
Ali Anouzla.

Despite high profile cases like Ali 
Anouzla’s case, Mustapha El Khalfi, 
who is minister of communication 
and a government spokesman, 
said “freedom of the press is 
experiencing some improvement.” 
As a matter of fact, court cases 
concerning the press have 
decreased more in 2013 than in 
2012. According to El Khalfi, there 
were only 48 such cases in 2013 
compared to 106 the previous year.

Politics

Lydia Cheng contributed Reporting.
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At least 25 thousand sub-Saharan 
migrants are living in Morocco, in-
cluding thousands of refugees who 
fled war and famine in their home 
countries. While adult migrants 
suffer abuse and discrimination, 
according to human rights reports, 
their children may face an even 
more troubling future.  

Refugees say their children have 
been subject to racism in Moroc-
can schools by both teachers and 
other students, because of the col-
our of their skin and their lack of 
fluency in French and Arabic.  One 
Liberian refugee, a father of 11, 
said that none of his children at-

tended school, because they are not 
proficient in either French or Ara-

bic. They can’t pay the school fees 
required to place them in private 
schools. Another refugee receives 
MAD 1,000t to help with tuition 
fees, but says that this assistance is 
insignificant, because the real ex-
penses amount to MAD 72,000 for 
his three children. 
Hicham Hasnaoui is with the 
Foundation Occident Orient.  He 

helps migrants get an education for 
their children. 

“They have to come here to the 
foundation, tell us that they want 
to enroll their children in school, 
and we take charge of this,” said 
Hasnaoui. “This year, there are 34 
children on the list. Then we go to 
Moroccan education officials and 
we present the list. But it’s not pos-
sible for migrants and refugees to 
go alone to enrol their children. 
They must come to us in order to 
do this procedure.” 
The Moroccan minister of educa-
tion has announced plans to assist 
migrants in educating their chil-
dren, but the plan hasn’t been fully 
implemented. Meanwhile, many 

Schooling Through the Struggle
by Chaimae Oulhaj

“We lost a year in adminis-
trative procedures,” another 

Senegalese migrant said. 
“In the end, we couldn’t 

register our child”

Source: ReportingMorocco.org

Many migrant children
are receiving litle or no
education in Morocco



Imani Brammer contributed reporting

Politics
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The theory of evolution is accepted 
by scientists around the world, but 
in Morocco, students can spend 
their entire school life, without 
coming across Darwin’s 1859 the-
ory.  

The theory of evolution explains 
how complex living organisms 
have evolved from earlier forms 
throughout the history of planet 
earth. But in Morocco, the study 
of human evolution is not included 
in the state-prepared curriculums.  
Instead, school textbooks refer to 
natural selection only in the con-
text of plants and other animals. 

“On paper it is taught. But we don’t 
teach it directly because it is con-
troversial,” said Dr. Mohammed 
Mellouk, a professor in the faculty 
of education in Rabat. “It is up to 
the professors.”

The evolution “blackout” in Mo-
rocco continues, even though no 
law explicitly forbids its teaching 
in schools.  

“I learned about evolution through 
newspapers, websites and general 
information, but never heard of 
it in school,” said Anas Berroug, a 
journalism undergraduate. “Some 
teachers talk about it in a very su-
perficial way, but it’s not in the pro-
gram.”    

Still, some individual teachers take 
it upon themselves to introduce the 

theory to students. Loubna Ryani, 
22, said her high school science 
teacher introduced it in her class. 
“He talked about a lot of things 
that were not included in the pro-
gram,” she remembers.

Touria Benazzour, the first biology 
professor to introduce the theory 
of human evolution in a Moroccan 
university, underscored that even 
some students who don’t believe in 
human evolution are interested in 
the subject.

“They ask me for more informa-
tion, more slides, more projections 
but they don’t dare to debate,” she 
added.

The study of evolution wasn’t al-
ways neglected in Morocco, ac-
cording to Benazzour who blames 
the recent rise of an Islamic-led 
governmental coalition.

“In the Moroccan education sys-
tem, there used to be a few parts 
of the theory of evolution and a 
few parts of Darwinism.  But they 
were removed, maybe because of 
the Islamic government. Now they 
still haven’t put them back in,” said 
Benazzour.

Morocco follows the trend that is 
common in many Muslim coun-
tries where people regard the 
Quran as the primary source for 
explaining the origin of the human 
species.

“The theory of evolution does not 
agree with the origin suggested by 
Islam,” said Lahcen Sguenfle, presi-
dent of the local Islamic council in 
Temara.

Sguenfle notes that there is deep 
incompatibility between evolution 
and Islam, since the Quran says 
humans came from mud and wa-
ter, while evolution suggests that 
the origin of man is from other 
species.

“A theory is just a theory. At one 
time a theory can be this huge dis-
covery, but with time, another the-
ory comes, and the old theory dies. 
For example, Newtonian physics is 
not the physics of Einstein,” Sguen-
fle said. 

While Sguenfle suggests that Islam 
and evolution are incompatible, 
Asma Lamrabet, a biologist calling 
for a reformist version of Islam, is 
working actively with the aim of 

Evolution and the School Curriculum
by Tarik El Barakah

On paper it is taught. 
But we don’t teach it directly 

because it is controversial

There is no problem 
with evolution being taught 
in schools if we are going to 

take it from a scientific 
perspective

migrant children are receiving lit-
tle or no education in Morocco.

”I rather choose to live away from 

my daughter to let her get the right 
education in my motherland (Sen-
egal),” one migrant said.

“We lost a year in administra-
tive procedures,” another Senega-
lese migrant said. “In the end, we 
couldn’t register our child.”



seeking rapprochement between 
the two points of view. 

“There is no problem with evolu-
tion being taught in schools if we 
are going to take it from a scientific 
perspective,” she said. Those who 
are against Darwinism are dis-
seminating stereotypical notions, 
such as the idea of man descending 
from apes to make the theory look 
negative in the eyes of the public, 
according to Lamrabet.

“From the Islamic perspective, if 
you just get rid of the word mon-
key or ape, a lot of people will em-
brace the theory,” she added.

In spite of calling for a dialogue 
between the two viewpoints, 
Lamrabet does not agree with the 
so-called scientific miracles of 
the Quran, a trend recently gain-

ing momentum that suggests the 
Quran has supremacy over scien-
tists and scientific theories. 

“I don’t agree with that. They are 
just wasting their time. There is no 
such thing as the Quran explain-
ing natural phenomena,” Lamrabet 
said. “What the Quran can explain 
now, in another time that explana-
tion or theory may be debunked, 
and people will then start to ques-
tion the Quran, and the Quran 
would no longer remain valid, 
while Muslims claim it is valid for 
all times.”

Sguenfle agrees that the Quran is 
not a book of scientific theories.

“We cannot say as Muslims that 
whenever someone comes up with 
a new theory that we already have 
it in the Quran 1400 years ago,” 
Sguenfle said. 

The debate continues between 
those who favour introducing evo-
lution in Moroccan schools and 
those who oppose it on grounds of 
incompatibility with Islam.

“There is a problem with the re-
ligious institutions because they 
don’t want to teach evolution,” 
Lamrabet stressed. “It’s the prob-
lem of the religious institution, not 
mine.”

Politics
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The debate continues between 
those who favour introducing 
evolution in Moroccan schools 

and those who oppose it on 
grounds of incompatibility 

with Islam

Sadia Khatri contributed reporting.



If you just spent an incredible va-
cation in Ouarzazate, the beautiful 
city in the south of Morocco, and 
you’re on your way to Agadir, you’ll 
probably pass through many small 
villages that aren’t on your map. 

Kourkouda, for example, is a quiet 
Berber village hung on a hill, right 
next to a marble mine. It is known 
for the beautiful handicrafts, car-
pets, and jewellery made by the 
village women. 
 
Fadma Idhamam, 64, one of those 
women, is considered to be among 
the most talented in Kourkouda. 
She is a painter, and has been a car-
pet weaver for 50 years. 

“I draw the things that I see and 
live every day,” Idhamam said. 
“Carpets, houses, the desert and 
everything from my daily life in 
the village. I always enjoy painting. 
I always feel good about it.”

Idhamam often reproduces her 
paintings on the carpets she 
weaves. For Idhamam, art is an 
expression of her ethnic identity.  
Amazigh women often consider 
themselves to be the guardians of 
that identity.

“Tamazight is our identity, and we 
wouldn’t change that for anything 

in the world,” Idhamam said. “We 
are proud of it; we love and cherish 
it very much.”

At the age of 14, Idhamam says 
she left Aguelmim, the village of 
her ancestors, to start a new life in 
Kourkouda with her husband. Like 
all the women in her village, she 
did hard household work to sup-
port the family. 

“Our time was divided between 
taking care of the kids and working 
for our living. We had to take care 
of the animals, feed them, fetch 
wood from wherever we could find 
it in the mountains, and take care 
of the children at the same time be-
cause they needed to eat. That’s just 
how it is,” Idhamam said.

 Idhamam has six adult children, 
three boys and three girls 

“All of my kids are married now, 
they’re all married and all of them 
have kids. God bless and help 
them. They are struggling to raise 
their kids just like we did. Each one 
of them does what he can to earn 

his living. They work wherever 
they find jobs, and if they have the 
chance to find one, they keep it as 
long as they can,” said Idhamam, 
whose children work mostly in 
agriculture, cattle breeding and 
sometimes in the marble mine 
nearby. 

Aziz Bourahet is head of the teach-
ing association in the village and 

also the one who discovered Id-
hamam’s artistic creations. Boura-
het claims that “patience and hard 
work are two qualities our genera-
tion could learn from these strong 
women.”  

Idhamam discovered her passion 
for carpet weaving when she was 
very young. By the age of seven, 
she says she already understood 

Social Issues
The Berber Women of Kourkouda

by Rim Boukdir

I draw  Carpets, houses, 
the desert and everything 
from my daily life in the 

village. I always enjoy 
painting

Fadma Idhamam, The Berber Artist. Courtesy of J.P. Keenan
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I was a bright child, even 
though I didn’t go to school. 

I worked on the wool,
 prepared it and found my-
self working around the old 
ladies of the village ...I really 

loved making carpets



everything about weaving a carpet. 

“I was a bright child, even though I 
didn’t go to school. I worked on the 
wool, prepared it and found myself 
working around the old ladies of 
the village,” Idhamam said. “I re-
ally loved making carpets. It wasn’t 
always good but I enjoyed every 
minute of it. It was my passion.” 

The symbols and forms on the car-
pets are subtle and intricate. Trees 
and seeds symbolize happiness and 
fertility, life or knowledge.  Moons 
and crescents invoke femininity 
and change as well as the perpetual 
cycle of life and death. Every carpet 
is a unique creation.

“You can’t say there’s a specific 
amount of time to make a carpet, 
because it truly depends on the 
carpet’s size,” Idhamam explained. 
“A big carpet could need many 
hands, and approximately a month 
of work, maybe three or four peo-
ple. A small carpet needs relatively 
less time.” 

After a long day working on a car-
pet, the women of the village say 

their backs, eyes, hands, fingers, 
and shoulders hurt.  Still, Idhamam 

said, “though the process is heavy, 
the satisfaction a weaver feels when 
done with a carpet is beyond com-
pare.”
Nostalgia was in the air as Id-
hamam talked about the first car-
pet she ever made. 

“When I finished my first carpet, I 
felt strong and powerful, I felt the 
happiness of learning and know-
ing how to use my knowledge,” 
Idhamam said. “My parents were 
proud of me. I was very happy and 
wanted to do better. But these were 
the old days...”

Idhamam’s talent for painting is a 
relatively recent discovery.  It all 
began when the Kourkouda Eco-
nomic Development Association 
started teaching writing to the 

women of the village. 

“Abdelhakim, the facilitator, told 
us to write the word ‘date.’ I wrote 
the word and drew a date under-
neath it. When he saw my drawing, 
he asked all the ladies who knew 
how to draw to make paintings to 
hang in the classroom,” Idhamam 
said. “I got back home and I made 
some paintings, and it came to me 
spontaneously. I gave them to my 
son for him to put them in the 
classroom, and the members of the 
association really appreciated my 
work.” 

At the beginning, Idhamam said, 
she used natural materials to paint, 
like henna and saffron, but she now 
uses water paint, powder paint, and 
even oil paint.

With an air of wisdom about her, 
Idhamam explained what she 
thinks it means to be Amazigh. “It’s 
our identity, my town and our cul-
ture, the place where my parents 
lived, where I’ve lived myself and 
where my children will grow old,” 
she said. “We thank God for every-
thing he gave us.”

Social Issues

At the begining,
Idhamam said she used natural 
materials to paint, like henna 
and saffron, but she now uses 

water paint, powder paint, and 
even oil paint
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J.P. Keenan contributed reporting.

“Patience and hard work 
are two qualities our 

generation could learn 
from these strong women”

Moons and crescents invoke 
femininity and change as well 
as the perpetual cycle of life 
and death. Every carpet is a 

unique creation.

“What it means to 
be Amazigh :

It’s our identity, my town and 
our culture, the place where

my parents lived”



We’ll call her Miss X, since she 
doesn’t want her name to be used.  
Miss X, 21 years old is from Al Ho-
ceima, Morocco. At the age of 10, 
Miss X put on the veil because, she 
says, her father insisted. But while 
attending university in Rabat, Miss 
X says she took off her veil.
 
This is the story of Miss X and two 
other young Moroccan women 
who made the same decision to 
remove their veils, headscarves 
covering the hair but not the face, 
hands, feet or any other part of the 
body.

Miss X says she does put her veil 
back on when she goes home, be-
cause if her father learned of her 
decision, he might prevent her and 
her seven sisters from leaving the 
house.  
He probably would be furious, she 
said, and “He can do anything.” 

Miss X says she can’t tell her father 
until she is financially able to take 
care of herself and her mom and 
sisters.  

“When I will be able to cover their 
needs, I’ll go to him and remove 
my veil and theirs in front of his 
eyes,” she said. 
After she took off the veil, Miss X 
says some friends and acquaint-
ances were shocked, others en-
couraged her, some congratulated 
her for her act of freedom, and 
some told her she looked beautiful 
with the veil. 

Perhaps each woman who takes off 
the veil has her own reason.  These 
three women did:

Miss X simply said she took it off 
to achieve harmony “between my 
thoughts and my outside.” 

Hasnae, 20, who does not want her 
family name in this article, comes 
from a village near Kalat-M’gouna 
and said she put on the veil at a 
young age.  Hasnae kept it on for 

three years because her brother 
told her to.  She said she started 
thinking about taking it off when 
she came to Rabat. Hasnae took off 
her veil a year ago.

“I was never convinced,” Hasnae 
said. “I wore it because everybody 
does.” 

Hasnae said that after she took off 
her veil, she felt more self-confi-
dent, and finally feels like herself. 
“I chose to take it off to be clear 
with myself, and I respect me for 
that,” Hasnae said.
Meryem Chennaoui, 21, has an 
unusual story about her veil. She 
says she experienced a bout of 
amnesia, and when she regained 
her memory she didn’t remember 
wearing the veil. Chennaoui be-
came involved in modelling and 
fashion, and decided that a veiled 
girl couldn’t be a part of this world.  
So she took off her veil.

 Chennaoui says that, to her, the veil 
is a religious symbol and should be 
well represented. “Since I can’t do 
it right, then I won’t at all,” Chen-
naoui said.

While each of these young wom-
en has a different reason for tak-
ing off the veil, they agree on one 
thing. They all say they believe that 
a woman shouldn’t put on the veil, 
if she is not 100 percent convinced 
that it is the right thing for her.

Social Issues

She took it off to achieve 
harmony “between my thoughts 

and my outside”

Courtesy of Mohini UFELI
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Mohini Ufeli contributed reporting.

Veiled Choices
by Chaimae Qaiss

“When I will be able 
to cover their needs, 

I’ll go to him and remove 
my veil and theirs in front 

of his eyes”



Underage Marriage in Morocco : Not Eradicated 
by Malak Mihraje

 Rabat - Salima  Dakani, 19, says 
she was only 15 when she married 
an abusive man with whom she lat-
er had two children. Dakani claims  
that her  husband locked  her up 
and even electrocuted her once 
until she foamed from the mouth .

’”Torture  and violence  were part 
of my every day life,” says Dakani, 
a resident of Temara.

Dakani  says she escaped  from her 
husband many times but returned 
back since, as she puts it, she wasn’t 
welcomed in the home of her par-

ents. 

We met Dakani at an associa-
tion where she had come for help.   
L’union de l’Action  Feminine ‘  in 
Rabat is committed  to helping 
young women in abusive situations 
find shelter and health care.
The legal age of marriage in Mo-
rocco is 18 but a judge can approve 
an underage marriage. As a result 
12%  of marriages in Morocco in-
volve minors  as reported by the 
justice ministry in Morocco. The 
United Nations reports that in 89% 
of the cases before them, judges ap-
prove the underage marriage.

Fatima Maghnaoui The president 
of l’union nationale de l’action 
feminine  ( UAF) ,  says under-
age marriages persist in Morocco 
mainly because families ask judges 
to approve them for their daugh-
ters. 

‘The family code  gives a possibility  
of getting married under the legal 
age  in contradiction with its  phi-
losophy , based on gender equality. 
“ states Maghnaoui .

Aziz Nizar  , first substitue for the 
royal prosecutor  in Rabat and  
an ex judge in the family court of  

Social Issues
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Salma Dakani, 19, married at 16. She escaped a torturous husband, Salma is now taking 

refuge at an association in Rabat, wich provides shelter and help with employment
Courtesy of William Matsuda

12% of marriages in Morocco 
involve minors as reported by 

the justice ministry 
in Morocco



Rashidia and Khnefra , acknowl-
edges  this reality, but  states that  
the phenomenon of underage mar-
iages  in Morocco  is gradually de-
creasing.  

‘In  big cities like Rabat and Casa-
blanca  the family court doesn’t  
receive more than 100 proposals a 
year  for marrying underage. » said  
Nizar.

Poverty , illiteracy  and lack of 
structure are among  the main  
causes of  marriage under the legal 
age according to  the president of  
(UAF) .

« Many families go to the judge to 
marry their girl   under the  pretext 
of  poverty and precarious financial 
circumstances , though it  remains 
an exceptional reason to author-
ize an underage marriage for some 
judges , » says Maghnoui. 

Tradition is also a factor, according 
to Maghnaoui. 

« When the judge  refuses , in many 
cases the solution is often  marry-
ing  the child  with a traditional 
ceremony  using the Fatiha” he 
said.  

Ghizlane Osmane, 28, dropped out 
of school at the age of 11 and then, 

when she was 16, her family asked 
a judge to allow her marriage to her 
20 year old cousin. The judge did 
not give approval so Osmane went  
ahead and married according to 
the Fatiha without being registered 
by the court. She says she divorced 
after a single year of marriage.
“I didn’t want to marry in the first 
place, » she says. « No girl should 
be allowed to marry before the 
age of 18. I had conflicts with both 
the groom and his family.” says 
Osmane.  “With the family it was 
mostly about the household. I got 
scolded by my  in laws for things 
like cooking and cleaning.” 

For Nizar  the problem, lies in peo-
ple’s attitudes and mentalities . 

 ‘Judges are in some cases forced to 
give their authorization  in order 
to legalize traditional marriages, 
especially for girls who are already 
pregnant,’ says Nizar. 

Maghnaoui  shares that view. 

‘ The better off families become, 
the less they will allow their young 
daughters to marry before the le-
gal age. To eradicate this phenom-
enon, serious measures  must be 
made to encourage development in 
even the most remote regions, and 

access to education must be guar-
anteed, » said Maghnaoui.  ‘The 
governement  has  to put structures 
in place: schools and information 
centers , the  minimum age of 18 
should be strictly respected . The 
place of young girls is in school 
and not in a conjugal household. ” 

Of course, not all  underage mar-
riages resulted in divorce. Rashida 
Diani, 27,  married when she was 
only 14 years old. Diani says that 
for her  marriage  has been a peace-
ful experience that gave her three 
beloved children, even though she 
found it difficult to move into a 
new home at such a young age.”

Still, when  asked about her opin-
ion Rashid says it’s her belief that 
“no girl should be married  under 
the legal age. It isn’t  easy” she says,  
“to take household responsibilities 
at such a young age “.

Social Issues

The government has to put 
structures in place : schools 

and information centers,
 the minimum age of 18 

should be strictly respected. 
The place of young girls 

is in school and not
 in a conjugal household

 ISIClick #11 - June 2014 - 19

Hannah Rehak and William Matsuda  
contributed reporting

Hannah Rehak and Malak Mihraje
Courtesy of Hannah Rehak

Many families go to the 
judge to marry their girl 

under the pretext of poverty 
and precarious financial 

circumstances



UNKNOWN : Illegitimate Children in Morocco 
Struggle for Identity

by Islam Abdelouali

Aziza Kanzi, 39, lives in one small 
room, roofed by corrugated metal 
and wood in a slum called “Sahb El 
Caid” in Salé just across the river 
from Rabat. Kanzi is the mother of 
8 children.  Four of those children 
came from her marriage to a man 
who died 12 years ago.  She never 
married the father of the other 
four, ages 1 ½ to 10.  These young-
est children are not registered. 
Without registration in Morocco, it 
is almost as if these children don’t 
exist. The penal code still consid-
ers an illegitimate child born as a 
“bastard”.

In Morocco, registration allows the 
child to be declared in what Mo-

roccans call “the Family Book”.  A 
couple receives this book once they 
get married. Having this family 
book makes it possible to get any 
document in the future, such as the 
national identity card.  This card 
allows many things like taking the 
baccalaureate exam, having a pass-
port, and getting married.  

153 children are born illegiti-
mately every day in Morocco and 
more than half are not registered, 

according to the association based 
in Casablanca, Institution Nation-
ale de Solidarité avec les Femmes 
en détresse (INSAF). Illegitimate 
children who are registered were 
helped by associations to get their 
names registered or took their 
mothers’ names, according to IN-
SAF. The number of illegitimate 
children in Morocco is rising and 
INSAF estimates that within 20 
years half of all children will be il-
legitimate. 

In 2004, the family code was           
reformed to improve the situa-
tion of women and especially the            
protection of children in all cir-
cumstances.

Social Issues

Aziza Mohammed Kanzi smiles at her daughter, Marwa, 1, before letting her fall asleep.
 “I don’t want them to be like me, I want them to get education and hopefully work in the future,” Kanzi said.

Courtesy of Rachel Woolf

The mentalities should 
change because this issue is 
not only legal, it is societal
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“There have been tangible ad-
vances since the reforms of 2004, 
however, the mentalities should 
change because this issue is not 
only legal, it is societal”, says Ai-
cha Ech-chana, an activist and 
president of an NGO called “Soli-
darité Féminine”. “Now, if the fa-
ther doesn’t admit and recognize 
his fatherhood to the child, or if 
he is unknown or disappeared, 
the mother can register the child 
and give him her last name but 
only under the  condition that she 
gives a fictitious name for the fa-
ther starting with “Abd” .”

The mother has a deadline of 30 
days after giving birth to regis-
ter her child. And once she goes 
beyond that period, she has to go 
through the court to finish the 

procedures of registration. But, 
the majority of women who find 
themselves in that delicate situa-
tion are frightened and scared to 
go through the court and prefer to 
just let it go.
 
Aziza puts buckets on the ground 
to collect the rain pouring from the 
roof. Holding her baby girl Marwa, 

she talks about her struggles with 
neither an income, nor a family to 
rely on. 

“I’m fed up with this situation. 
Sometimes, I just think about leav-
ing everything and never coming 
back”.  

Abdelaziz, 10, sits and looks into the kitchen while his mother, Aziza Mohammed Kanzi, 39, folds 
clothes behind him. Kanzi’s 4 illegitimate children live with her in a small shack in the slums of Sahb 

Al Caid in Salé. “[My children] will blame me for this poor life conditions,” Kanzi said. 
Courtesy of Rachel Woolf

Social Issues

I’m fed up with this 
situation.

Sometimes, I just think 
about leaving 

everything and never 
coming back
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Abdelaziz & Sifeddine, 6, wrestle each other on a cushion in their shack. Kanzi describes her children “like a gang, or a foot-
ball team.”

Courtesy of Rachel Woolf

Lauren Kopchik and Rachel Woolf contributed reporting



In Morocco and many other coun-
tries where the Muslim religion 
predominates, there are strict laws 
against homosexuality.  According 
to Article 489 of the Moroccan Pe-
nal Code of 1962, any person who 
commits “lewd or unnatural acts 

with an individual of the same sex” 
may be sentenced to 6 months to 
3 years of imprisonment and fined 
120 to 1,000 MAD.  Both male and 
female same-sex sexual activity is 
illegal.  But this law has not kept all 
homosexual Moroccans hidden in 
the closet. 

Khaoula Tahiri, 24, is a member of 
the LGBT community in Morocco 
(LGBT stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, and Transgender).  Tahiri 

says she is bisexual.  She was born 
in a modest family and works in a 
spa in Fes.
“When I entered high school, I 
started having feelings for my best 
friend.” Tahiri said.  “At the begin-
ning, I had a hard time denying my 

feelings but when I found out that 
we felt the same way about each 
other, we started going out.”
Tahiri says she is now in a relation-
ship with this same girl, her best 
friend from high school, and also 
with a man.

“I told him about her,” she said. 
“He accepted being a third part in 
this relationship. Now the three of 
us are doing just fine. “
While Tahiri embraced her bisexu-

ality, Salma (who does not want 
her last name used in this article) 
goes under the nickname of “Pain.” 
She named herself Pain because 
she thinks that it is the right word 
to describe her state of mind and 
what she feels in her everyday life. 
Salma says she can’t accept her sex-
uality.

“Since my childhood. I’ve always 
been attracted to girls. I know that 
it’s a sin since I’m Muslim. I don’t 
want to deceive God and my par-
ents,” said Salma.” I feel shame and 
fear. It’s really suffocating. I can 
only express myself through the 
Internet.”
For Salma, the virtual world is a 
place to talk about her worries to 
people she doesn’t know who may 
have the same troubles as her. She 
says these people won’t judge her 
and condemn her.

While many LGBT Moroccans 
choose not to publicly reveal their 
sexual orientation, there are excep-
tions.

Abdellah Taïa is the first Moroc-
can writer to openly acknowledge 
his homosexuality. He adapted 

The LGBT Issue in Morocco : Behind Closed  Doors
By Ibtissam Hajjaj

Social Issues

The Moroccan LGBT community is vying to be heard
Source : http://lgbtmaroc.webs.com/

I had a hard time denying 
my feelings but when I found 
out that we felt the same way 
about each other, we started 

going out
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his latest book, “L’armée du salut” 
(“The Salvation Army”) into a film.  
This autobiographical film tells the 
story of a young gay Moroccan, his 
sexual awakening and his fascina-
tion with a brother 20 years older. 
The movie screened at the national 
film festival in Tangier.

In recent years, Morocco’s LGBT 
community has fought for societal 
and governmental acceptance in a 
highly conservative Muslim socie-
ty where homosexuality is a crime.
Kif-Kif (the Association of Les-
bians, Gays, Transsexuals and Bi-
sexuals of Morocco) is an NGO 
defending the rights of Moroccan 
LGBT. The organization was estab-
lished in 2005 in Spain. Now, the 
headquarters of the organization 
are in Rabat. Kif-kif is an Arabic 
expression that means “whatever”.  
Samir Bargachi, founder of Kif kif, 

recently launched “ Mithly” (a play 
on the Arabic words for homo-
sexual and ‘like me’), which he says 
is “the only gay magazine in the 
Muslim Arab world.” Through this 
initiative Bargachi and other activ-
ists hope to improve the image of 
homosexuals in Moroccan society.

“Until today, everything you could 
read about us in the Moroccan 
newspapers was deeply offensive,” 
says Mourad. Mourad is a pseu-
donym for the editor of Mithly. He 
made these points in an interview 
for “Jeune Afrique”. “We were pre-
sented as perverts, dangers to so-
ciety. With Mithly (“homosexual” 
in Arabic), we wanted to give our 
version of things. In short, get a 
spokesman for homosexuals”.

Kif Kif, estimates that some 5000 
people have been jailed in Moroc-
co or forced to emigrate because 
they are gay since the country’s in-
dependence in 1956. Many LGBT 
Moroccans are still “in the closet” 
but, as Kif Kif demonstrates, a 
growing number are vying to be 
heard.  

While many LGBT 
Moroccans choose 

not to publicly reveal 
their sexual orientation, 

there are exceptions

Kif-Kif was established in 
2005 in Spain. 

Now the headquarters 
of the organization 

are in Rabat. Kif-Kif 
is an Arabic expression 
that means “whatever”



Hajar Chaiboub, 19, is a dancer.  
Not eastern dance or ballet, but 
breakdancing. She is known as “B-
girl Scarf ” because she wears the 
hijab.  Despite her hijab, Chaiboub 
is breakdancing, or “b-boying” as 
some people like to call it. 

“Break dance helps people for-
get about their problems. People       
express themselves through danc-
ing,” Chaiboub said. “When you 
have problems and stuff, and you 
don’t have someone to talk to, you 
just go and train, and this is what 
I do when I have any problem.  I 
can’t imagine my life without break 
dance. Through breakdance, I ex-
press a lot of feelings.”

Chaiboub is part of breakdance 
culture in Morocco, even though 
hip-hop culture and breakdancing 
is dominated by men. The number 
of b-girls is rapidly increasing in 
Morocco, but not all of the b-girls 
are doing competitions. The ones 
who participate in competitions 
say they are trying to make their 
own way through breakdancing, 
despite all the obstacles they have 
to confront and societal judgments 
they need to face. Chaiboub said 
her struggles are greater because 
she wears the hijab. 

“I’m sure that there are other girls 
maybe that would like to wear the 
hijab and do breakdance, but so-
cially it doesn’t make sense, or they 
are in the middle of that fight, or 
they don’t want to wear it, simple 
as that,” said Christina Moreno 
Almeida, a Ph.D. researcher who is 
studying Moroccan hip-hop.  

Moreno Almeida said that the 
complexity starts when perform-
ers have a fight within themselves 
between these two worlds, the con-
servative and the progressive.

“Other girls, who are good Moroc-
can girls staying at home wearing 
the hijab, would like to breakdance 
and compete, but they don’t dare 
do it,” Moreno said.  “I think these 

problems are not unique in just 
Moroccan society.”

According to Chaiboub, there are 
some people who look down on 
breakdancers simply because they 
train in the streets. 

B-girl Scarf, or simply Chaiboub, 
said she got captivated by the 
beauty of breakdancing while pass-
ing by some boys who were train-
ing in the streets near her house. 
Chaiboub lives with her mother in 
Temara, and said she was always 
wondering what these breakdanc-
ers in her neighbourhood were 
doing, why they were gathering 
each day, and why they were doing 
what she thought looked like weird 
moves.

“When I saw someone doing a 
move, I tried to imitate him, even 
if I didn’t know its name. I was call-
ing it ‘sport,’ that’s all,” Chaiboub 
said.

Day by day, her interest grew, 
Chaiboub said, and she tried to ap-
proach the boys and kept watching 
them training. At the beginning, 
she said that she was very shy, and 
that she didn’t know anything of 
what they were doing. Sometimes 
she went up to the roof just to stare 
at them. 

Chaiboub started training with the 
b-boys, but she said a lot of them 
were criticizing her, not because 
she is a girl, but because of her hi-
jab. That’s why Chaiboub said she 
chose to start training out of sight. 
She went to a gym near her house, 

Entertainment

By Loubna Faouzar

Daring to Breakdance

Loubna Faouzar taking a photo
Courtesy of Loubna Faouzar

 ISIClick #11 - June 2014  - 24

She is known as the “B-girl 
Scarf ” because she wears the 

hijab

Her mom thinks that girls 
who wear the hijab should 

not be around dancers. 
She thinks that those 

b-boys are 
a bad influence



and started teaching herself until 
she improved her skills. After three 
years of training, she started par-
ticipating in breakdance compe-
titions in Casablanca, Rabat, and 
Meknes.

“I participated in my first competi-
tion at the festival of Urban Dance 
in Meknes last year,” Chaiboub 
said. “It was really a good experi-
ence. I was introduced to many 
people thanks to that competition. 
Before my participation, boys saw 
the hijab I’m wearing as an obsta-
cle, but not anymore.”

Chaiboub is persisting, despite all 
the comments she gets about wear-
ing the hijab and breakdancing 
-- especially from her family and 
friends. 

‘‘In my opinion, the combination 
of Hijab and break dance is not im-
portant,” she said. “What is more 
important is how good a dancer 
you are. The most important thing 
is being respectful toward yourself 
and others. I proved myself in the 
arena among b-boys and b-girls, 
and I will continue proving myself. 
I won’t give up my idea. I am the 
first one who is trying to transmit 
this message about the hijab, and I 
will pursue my goal.” 

Despite the importance that break-
dance takes in Chaiboub’s life, her 
family is still against it, and her 
uncle doesn’t even know that she’s 
breakdancing. She said her mom 
thinks that girls like Chaiboub, 
who are wearing hijab, should not 
be around dancers. She thinks that 
those b-boys are a bad influence. 

“The kids should care about what 
other people think of them and 
clean up their acts. If they did, we 
wouldn’t have any objections about 
dancers,” Chaiboub’s mother said. 

Chaiboub has a big family some 
members want her to quit this 
sport, while others want to see her 
achieve her goals. 

“I’m the only girl in my whole 
family, and I’m the first girl who 
thought of sport as a possible ca-
reer. They think it’s not good 
enough. It upsets me to hear that, 

but even though I can’t do anything 
about it, I will continue,” Chaiboub 
insisted. 

Chaiboub can’t imagine her life 
without breakdance, whether it’s a 
hobby or an occupation. 

“For me, I want to combine my 
hobby and my studies in the fu-
ture and become a sports teacher,” 
Chaiboub said. “For my family, my 
society, and the people around me, 
I don’t want them to think that I am 
just wasting my time with break-
dancing. I want to become a sports 
teacher, Allah willing, to stay active 
and keep sports in my life.”

A movie was made about Hajar 
breakdancing “Willing to Break”; 
produced by Sutton Raphael, JP 
Keenan and Loubna Faouzar. It 
was premiered on April 14, 2014 
during the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
International Film Festival.

“I will succeed, I want to do 
something in my life and I’m 
not doing anything illegal. I 

just train, it’s normal.... I want 
to become a sports teacher’’ 

Entertainment

Hajar stretching, 
Courtesy of Loubna Faouzar

 ISIClick #11 - June 2014 - 25

“I participated in my first 
competition at 

the festival of Urban 
Dance ... Before my 

participation, boys saw 
the hijab I’m wearing 
as an obstacle, but not 

anymore”

Raphael Sutton contributed Reporting
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During the late 1960s and well into the 
’70s, Morocco was one of the capitals 
of the hippie movement, a counter-
cultural phenomenon that started in 
the United States. This movement was 
influenced by Eastern religions and 
spirituality, and rejected the American 
consumer society’s way of life. This 
movement expressed itself through 
art and literature, and for many hip-
pies, music was the essential channel 
for expressing their thoughts and con-
cerns.

Mick Jagger, Bill Willis, Paul Bowles, 
Robert Plant, and Jimi Hendrix spent 
months wandering around Morocco, 
getting inspiration for their works. 
Some Moroccans in Essaouira, Mar-
rakesh, Tangier and Mirhleft still re-
member the hippie days with pride, 

and consider this period as a golden 
age in the history of Morocco. 

H’mad from Mhirleft, a man in his 
sixties, remembers. “They found 
themselves here; they shared with us 
their visions, their music, their lives,” 
H’mad said. “People here miss those 
days, it was the good time.”

The hippies had a lasting influence 
on Moroccan culture. Bill Willis, an 
American designer, introduced Tad-
elakt, a Moroccan waterproof lime 
plaster, to homes while it was previ-
ously used only in public bathhouses.

Moroccan music was influenced by the 
hippies, too. “Ousmane,” an Amazigh 
word meaning thunder, is the name of 
an Amazigh Moroccan band formed 

in the 1970s, and the pioneer of the 
modern Amazigh music groups in 
Morocco. 

“They performed with instruments 
that were used for the first time in the 
history of Amazigh music, such as the 
violin, conga and the guitar. Further-
more, they defended and brought the 
Amazigh cause to light,” said Belaid 

Ousmane: From Marginalization to Spotlight.
by M’hmmed Sgueufle

Source : Google images.

“Ousmane”, an Amazigh 
word meaning thunder, 

a word of rhythmic 
significance, is an Amazigh 

Moroccan band formed 
in the 1970s



El Akkaf, a member of the band and a 
musicologist.

According to El Akkaf, the Amazighs 
were suffering from repression and 
marginalization at the time, and even 
Amazighs themselves were ashamed 
of speaking their language. It was the 
mission of the Amazighi intellectuals 
to bring esteem back to their iden-
tity and culture, but it was hard since 
Moroccan society is not a “literary 
society.”  Music was a way to transmit 
their ideas. As a result, Amazigh mu-
sic developed in a way that responded 
to the new musical tastes of Moroccan 
youths influenced by western music.

Safi Moumen Ali is a member of the 
Moroccan Association for Research 
and Cultural Exchange in Rabat.  
Moumen Ali had studied music, and 
took on the mission of composing 
songs with Amazigh rhythms, using 
modern instruments and lyrics in the 
Amazigh language, and with the col-
laboration of other Amazigh poets. 
The initiative was a huge success, but 
it stopped when Moumen Ali had to 
leave the city of Rabat for work. For 
the members of the association, giving 
up was not an option; so they strug-
gled to keep the project going, making 
offers to some bands and promising 
them financial rewards and a place for 
rehearsals, but  in vain, according to 
Ibrahim Akhyat.

Then, one day, Brahim Akhyat, a 
member of the association, heard 
about  Ammouri M’barek’s who was 
at the time the leading member of an 
Amazigh band singing French and 
English songs called “Souss Five.” Bra-

him believed that he found exactly 
what the association was seeking, and 
without hesitation made M’barek an 
offer. M’barek promised to think seri-
ously about it.

The year 1974 was the band’s start-
ing point. After M’barek and Brahim 
Akhyat met in Rabat, they lived to-
gether for a while to plan for the band’s 
next step. Then, they gathered band 
members, Belaid El Akkaf, Lyazid El 
Korfi, Tariq El Maaroufi, Said Beijaad 
and Said Boutroufine. 

“We all came from Amazigh cultural 
and social backgrounds and we all 
had experienced the love of music,” El 
Akkaf said. Poets joined the group to 
write lyrics expressing Amazigh con-
cerns.

 “We believed in the power of words,” 
Belaid said.

Foreign cultural and musical ele-
ments like European clothing, long 
hair, modern instruments such as the 
guitar, the violin, the drums, and the 
accordion, which had never been used 
before, were introduced by the band 
to Amazighi music. This was some-
thing the Amazighs were not used to. 
At first the band was given the name 
“Yah,” which means “yes” in Tassousit, 
an Amazigh dialect spoken in South 
Morocco. Soon after, they decided 
to change the name to “Ousmane,” a 
word with rhythmic significance. 

According to Belaid, the band started 
performing at parties organized by the 
Moroccan Association for Research 
and Cultural Exchange to introduce it 
to the Amazigh activists.  Belaid says 
those activists appreciated the music, 
giving both financial and moral sup-
port to the band. The band started to 
get more famous around the country, 
especially with the release of their first 
recorded hit song titled “Takendaout.” 
That’s when the band gained popular-
ity with the Moroccan music making 
community.

With the success of the song, the 
group became the first Amazigh band 
to perform on Moroccan radio, and 
the first to perform on the stage of the 
national Theatre Mohammed V.  In 
1977, the band played at the Olympia 
theatre in Paris, and was nicknamed 
the “Moroccan Beatles” by the Euro-
pean press.

The band lasted only four years. Still, 
Akkaf says, the band had a huge im-
pact by introducing the Amazigh 
cause to the public, particularly the 
younger generation, nationally and 
internationally. 

After the release of Takendaout, you 
could hear Amazighs speak their 
language everywhere you go, being 
proud of what they are,” Akkaf said. 
“And for the band, I believe that it is 
still alive. I compare it to a flower that 
shrivels and dies, but its seeds are still 
there. Ousmane’s seeds are the New 
Amazighi modern bands.”

Entertainment

They performed with 
instruments that were used 

for the first time 
in the history of Amazigh 
music, such as the violin, 

conga and the guitar
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Granger Tripp contributed reporting

“And for the band, 
I believe that it is still alive. 

I compare it to a flower 
that shrivels and dies, 

but its seeds are the New 
Amazighi modern bands”

With the success of 
“Takendaout”, the group 

became the first Amazigh 
band to perform 

on Moroccan radio, 
in the national Theatre 
Mohammed V. In 1977, 

the band played at 
the Olympia in Paris and was 

nicknamed “the Moroccan 
Beatles”



Fez is the spiritual capital of the 
Kingdom of Morocco, known 
for its monuments, long history, 
culture and accomplished 
artisans.  Those artisans include 
leather workers, but leather 
tanneries in the old medina are 
facing some problems. They are 
in a deteriorated state, basins are 
threatened; they can crumble 
down any minute, and workers 
who spend hours drowned in 
colorful waters to clean the skins 
and tint them are poorly paid…

Only three of the 58 tanneries 
remained traditional and 
conserved  the  historical   
handmade way of doing things: 
Chouara, Sidi Moussa and Ain 
Azliten. Chouara is the most 
famous of the three traditional 
tanneries still operating in the 
old medina, and the biggest, 
with four hectares of land. 
Ninety percent of tourists in 
Fez visit the Chouara tannery. 

Those three tanneries still work 
with natural products and 
minerals to tint the skins, but to 
transform the leather; they use 
lime and ammonia that present 
health risks for workers and 
pollution for the Sebou River.

But most of the other leather 
tanneries located in the industrial 
area of the city – more than 50 of 
them – use modern techniques 
which include using chromium, 
a chemical that is harmful to the 

environment. Eighteen of the 
modern tanneries. They have 
been treating their polluted 
water since 2003, said Mohamed 
Berrada of the Saiss Tannery.  
The 40 others do not treat their 
polluted water, mainly because 
the wastewater treatment plant 
is too far explained Berrada.

“Everyone knows it is a serious 
situation. ... When we talk about 
pollution of the Sebou River, 
we’re talking about many negative 
impacts on many levels,” said 
Imane Bey of the Moroccan water 
treatment organization, RADEEF. 

The Moroccan government 

has a project to de-pollute Fez’s 
Sebou River from chemicals 
like chromium rejected by the 
modern tanneries and from 
household waste by 2020.

“All the modern tanneries will 
be clustered at Ain Cheggag, 
which is an industrial area where 
there will be a large purification 
station. This station will collect 
all the waste and treat it, not 
only the chrome,” said Berrada. 

This initiative is meant to avoid 
an ecological disaster, such as 
the tannery at Hazaribagh in 
Bangladesh, one of 30 most 
polluted places in the world. 

Yasmine interviewing a tannery worker
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Tannery Modernization : Job Security vs Pollution
by Yasmine Saih

Everyone knows it is a serious 
situation... When we talk 

about pollution of the Sebou 
River, we’re talking about 
many negative impacts on 

many levels



Driss Hamouti, 24, is one of an 
estimated 800 Moroccans who 
suffer from Xeroderma Pigmen-
tosum (XP), a fatal skin disease. 

Hamouti is skinny with a freckled 
face and a tumor on his lower lip.  
The tumor is caused by XP, a genet-
ic disease unusually prevalent in 
Morocco, which is exacerbated by 
exposure to sunlight.  For that rea-
son, people who suffer from XP are 
instructed to stay out of the sun.
 XP sufferers are often referred 
to as “Children of the moon” be-
cause Ultra Violets exposure dam-
ages their skin. Thus, they are 
forced to stay indoors and allowed 
outside only in the moonlight.

“Sometimes I just hate myself,” 
Hamouti said with tears in his 

eyes. “I ask myself why exact-
ly me. Why is this happening 
to me, and not someone else?”
 
Hamouti is the only mem-
ber of his family with XP.  His 
health struggles started when 
he was just one year old.

“We thought it was just a sim-
ple fever but the color of his face 
changed. It was as if something in-
side of him came up with a darker 
color, and then he couldn’t see,”said 
Drissia El Ayouti, his 58-year-
old motherwho lives in Tiflet.

 At first, El Ayouti said she thought 
her son’s only symptom was his 
blindness, but as the disease pro-
gressed, tumors started to appear 
and his face became freckled.  
The doctor ordered his mother 
to keep her son in a dark room 
away from sunlight as a precau-
tion.  The doctor did not explain 
to El Ayouti what was exactly 
wrong with her son and did not 
convey the dangerous damage that 
sunlight can cause to his DNA.
 “He is so stubborn; no one can 
change his mind.  Sometimes he 
refuses to protect himself and 
goes outside although we try to 
prevent him,” said Wafae Ham-
outi, Hamouti’s 27-year-old sister.
 
When he was just a little boy, Ham-
outi faced a dilemma : continue      

 ISIClick #11 - June 2014  - 29

Health

Children of the Moon in the Dark
by Hassna El-Ammari

	  Driss Hamouti with his sister Wafae.
 Courtesy of Hassna El-Ammari

She has spent 20 years
 in a closed dark room, 

safe from sunlight, 
but a prisoner of darkness



going to primary school and risk his 
health by exposure to the sun or quit 
school.  He decided to quit school.
 
Nozha Chkoundi’s son made a 
different decision that resulted in 
his death 16 years ago.  Her son, 
Mounir Yakdane, played soccer 
with his friends in the sunshine, 
and spent hours at the beach.  His 
parents say their son didn’t want to 
give up his normal life. The boy died 
when he was just seven years old.
 
“My wife burned all of Mounir’s 
photos after his death. She couldn’t 
take it any longer,” said Mo-
hamed Yakdane,Mounir’s father. 
 
Yakdane, a retired mathematics 
teacher, took his son to a public 
hospital in Casablanca after be-
ing informed that the boy was 
born with XP.  Yakdane had to 
stand in line outside the hospi-
tal for hours, regardless of the 
damage being caused to Mounir 
by the sun.  In fact,Yakdanesaid, 
doctors used his son as a teach-

ing tool, gathering around to 
study the boy’s damaged skin.
 
The family’s fight with XP didn’t 
stop after Mounir’s death.  Freckles 
started to appear on their daughter 
Sanaa. She has spent 20 years in a 
closed dark room, safe from sun-
light but a prisoner of darkness.

 
“It tore me apart, to leave my daugh-
ter, who has no future and had no 
education, at home, and go to teach 
other people’s kids,” Yakdane said.
 
After Mounir died, his mother 
formed the Association of Soli-
darity with Children of the Moon 
in 2012. Its aim is to inform Mo-
roccans about the disease, sup-
port children and their families, 
and share their struggles with XP. 

Helping Chkoundi is her daugh-
ter Saana,who found her haven 
in Facebook. She uses a Facebook 
page to bring together more than 
170 people with XP from differ-
ent cities in Morocco.She also in-
vites them to take part in the as-
sociation that her mother runs.
 The association helps people 
like Fatima-Ezzahra Ghazaoui, 
22, who also suffers from XP. 
Like Mounir Yakdane, Ghaz-
aoui goes out into the sunlight 
even though she knows the dam-
age that sun can cause her skin.
 
“Life is too short, especially in her 
case.  It is the reason why I want 
her to profit from life and enjoy 
it as she can,” said her 59-year-
old father, El habib Ghazaoui.
 
But there is a price to pay for going 
out in the sun.  Ghazaoui has had 35 
operations to remove tumors or to 
do skin replacement, in addition to 
the removal of a part of her tongue.
 
“I am not embarrassed.  My fam-

Hasnae El Ammari and Francine Krieger near Tiflet. 
Courtesy of Francine Krieger
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The children with XP who 
come mostly from poor 
families need sunscreen, 

sunglasses, masks and other 
protectants



Francine Krieger contributed reporting.

ily and friends treat me like there 
is nothing different about me. 
I’m a normal person with a dis-
ease. I do not have any prob-
lem with that,” Ghazaoui said.
 Mohamed El Kotbi, 17, lives in a 
small room next to his high school 
to avoid the danger of walking in 
the sun on his way to school.  El 
Kotbi is the only one with the 
disease in his family, though it is 
thought that XP may be caused 
by a genetic mutation acquired 
when close relatives marry each 
other. It is more common in chil-
dren of closely related parents. El 
Kotbi’s father married his cousin. 

El Kotbi said he struggles with 
the reaction to his disease.“I am 
afraid of people.  The bad reac-

tions of people scare me.  I want 
them to leave me alone, because 
I didn’t choose to have a fa-
tal skin disease,” El Kotbi said.
 
Still, XP has inspired El Kot-
bi to reveal his thoughts and 
feelings by writing rap lyrics. 
 
“A child of the moon has one 
small dream,” El Kotbi raps. “And 
it is to enjoy the sunlight freely.”
 

His biggest dream is to run an or-
ganization which can help kids 
get past their daily struggles and 
continue their studies. It is the 
same goal that Nozha Chkoundi is 
struggling to achieve. But the gov-
ernment offers no help for those 
people. The children with XP who 
come mostly from poor fami-
lies need sunscreen, sunglasses, 
masks and other protectants,which 
are expensive.  Chkoundi said 
the Moroccan government helps 
other associations but not those-
supporting families with XP.
 
“My one and only dream is to 
build a center where those kids 
can live together protected, able 
to pursue their studies, and live 
an easier life,” Chkoundi said.
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People with AIDS are still stigmatized
by Salma Idraïs

Homosexuality is a crime, accord-
ing to Article 489 of the Penal 
Code of Morocco. It is also con-
sidered ‘Haram,’ an Arabic word 
that means forbidden by Islam, 
the country’s official religion. This 
means that for homosexuals with 
the virus HIV-AIDS, there is a 
double taboo.  

Noor (he didn’t want his last name 
used) is HIV positive, which 
means he carries the AIDS virus.  
He is also homosexual. Noor is tall 
and slender with brownish hair 

and thin eyebrows. He is calm and 
composed as he tells his story.

“It was a normal day about two and 
a half years ago,” Noor said. “I had 
an exam at school. Anyway, I was 
out with my friend who’s also ho-
mosexual. He studies with me and 
we hang out.” 

The two friends came across a truck 
where AIDS screening is done. It’s 
a mobile unit that encourages Mo-
roccans to get tested for AIDS.

“My friend went in and they told 
him to come back after 15 min-
utes,” Noor said. 
Noor did the same. His friend got 
his result first and it was negative. 
When Noor went in to get his re-
sult, the doctor said to call him 

at five, and come to see him later. 
When Noor returned, the doctor 
told him he was HIV positive. “It 
was the biggest shock I had in my 
entire life,” Noor said.

Noor said he didn’t know much 
about AIDS back then. At first, he 
didn’t tell his family, even though 
he continued to live with them.  
“I was so shocked and so scared to 
just go near my mother or my sib-
lings; it was like I was going crazy,” 
Noor said.

At first, Noor said he didn’t want 
to go to the hospital. Then he says 
he gathered the courage to go to 
Casablanca. People with AIDS in 
Morocco tend to get treatment in 
cities other than their own, where 
they can be more anonymous, ac-

When Noor returned, the 
doctor told him he was HIV 
positive. “It was the biggest 

shock I had in my entire 
life,” Noor said.

She uses a Facebook page 
to bring together 

more than 170 people 
with XP from Morocco



cording to experts and association 
workers.

The doctor he went to see at the 
hospital gave Noor hope. 

“She said that my immune system 
is still good. And Thanks to Allah, 
until now I’m not taking any medi-
cation. I don’t take any treatment 
and I still live in a normal way, I eat 
normal food, I don’t feel any symp-
toms. You see, I’m still young, I’m 
just 21,” Noor said. “I’m living with 
this disease with pride, because I 
know it’s not contagious, except 
through intimate contact. Thanks 
to Allah, Allah is Great.”

But Noor said more problems were 
around the corner. The school he 
attended received a report from his 
doctor that he had “a chronic ‘in-
fectious’ disease.”  School officials 
surmised that he had AIDS. At that 
point, Noor says he had to tell his 
sister the truth.

“She hugged me and cried,” Noor 
said. “She told my mom, and poor 
mom she broke down. Then they 
kept asking about where I got it  
from, and then being homosexual 
came into the picture. When my 
brother found out, he took a knife 
and wanted to kill me. He threw 
my clothes from the window. He 
kicked me out.”

Noor said his sister gave him 500 
dirhams and he went to Casablan-
ca. All of this happened just two 
weeks before our interview, ac-

cording to Noor, who said his fam-
ily hasn’t tried to contact him.

Noor said his family doesn’t know 
if he is getting anything to eat or 
drink. “I went through bad times,” 
he said.  “Imagine that you don’t 
have anything and there’s nothing 
to do, no dirham… and it’s raining, 
it’s cold. I’m not used to that.” Noor 
said he thought about suicide. 
Noor has been helped by the An-
nahar Association in Casablanca, 
run by people with AIDS, for peo-
ple with AIDS. He discovered it 
though other patients in the hos-
pital, and now he brings people to 
the association. 
“We understand each other here, 
thanks to Allah, and we live it 

well. Everybody’s going to die, you 
know,” Noor said. “When time 
comes for you to die, then that’s it.” 
He smiles as he says this. 

Noor said he wants to settle in Cas-
ablanca and show his family that he 
can stand on his own. “Even if I’m 
sick, I can live well,” said the young 
man with AIDS.

Mark Minton contributed reporting.

When my brother found 
out, he tool a knife and 

wanted to kill me. 
He threw my clothes 

from the window.

Health

Mark Minton & Salma Idraïs, Courtesy of Loubna Fouzar.
Mark offered me this book. We exchanged gifts, like tokens that will keep us together despite 

the distance.It was the first time someone offered me a book.
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I’m living with this disease 
with pride, because I know 

it’s not contagious.
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“My body is mine.”
Ibtissam Lachgar, a Moroccan ad-
vocate for the right to abortion.

In Morocco abortion is illegal, un-
less the life of the woman is endan-
gered by the pregnancy. 

Despite the law, there are as many 
as 900 abortions in this North Afri-
can kingdom every day, according 
to estimates by Dr. Chafik Chrai-
bi, the president of the Moroccan 
Association for the Fight against 
Clandestine Abortion (AMLAC).

It’s not known how many of these 
abortions are done to save the life 
of the mother, and how many for 
other reasons.  But clandestine 
abortion is dangerous and can re-
sult in the death of the mother, 
because sanitary conditions are 
non-existent in most places where 
these are done, according to Ibtis-
sam Lachgar, a Moroccan abortion 
rights advocate.
 
Clandestine abortion in Morocco 
is “a real tragedy,” said Dr. Chafik 
Chraibi, President of AMLAC. He 
said that women have abortions for 
many reasons. Some are victims of 
rape or incest. Others are under-
age, or simply believe they are too 
poor to support a child. The Moroccan Penal code consid-

ers abortion a crime against “re-
spect for society,” families, and 
public morality.  A woman who has 
an illegal abortion and is convicted 
faces two years in prison.
 Seven years ago, Hinde Bariaz, 35, 
an English teacher in Rabat, and 
her former husband went to a pri-
vate clinic to have an illegal abor-
tion.

 “When you go there, you know 
that this is illegal. We participated 
in a crime,” she said.
 
Sanitary conditions were poor, ac-
cording to Bariaz. “It was such a 
dirty place. [The doctor’s] face was 
really frightening. When we went 
inside, he was smoking,” Baraiz 
said. “I had to wonder, ‘Am I in a 
market?’ It’s not safe at all. ...You 

Clandestine Abortions : A Real Tragedy
by Youssra Rahal

Jessica Morris and Youssra Rahal
Courtesy of Jessica Morris

Despite the law, 
there are as many as 

900 abortions 
everyday



just go inside, you finish the op-
eration and you have to leave as 
quickly as possible.”
 
Professor Abdessamad Dialmy, of 
University Mohammed V in Rabat 
and an international consultant on 
sexual health, said premarital sex is 
forbidden in Islam, and as a result, 
“the unmarried woman is not sup-
posed to be pregnant.” 

“Unwanted pregnancies and ille-
gal abortions occur mainly among 
poor girls, among illiterate poor 
girls,” Dialmy said. 
 
According to Dialmy, when it 
comes to abortion, religion is less 
important in Morocco than social 
taboos.
 
“In fact, when you ask girls, when 
you ask mothers when they face an 
illegal pregnancy, the challenge is 
not to deal with God. …The prob-
lem is with the community. …The 
problem is with the social dishon-
or,” Dialmy said. 
 
Activists for the legalization of 
abortion in Morocco take two ap-
proaches. On one side are those 
like Doctor Chraibi, who think 
that the country is not ready to ap-
proach the right to abortion as part 
of the sexual liberation of women. 
“We are in a Muslim, traditional 
country, but it is necessary to ap-
proach the question in terms of 
public health,” Dr. Chraibi said.
 

Still, there are some who take the 
approach of Lachgar, co-founder of 
the Alternative Movement for Per-
sonal Freedoms in Morocco.  Lach-
gar is a feminist and pro-choice on 
the issue of abortion, which means 
she thinks it should be up to the 
woman to decide whether or not to 
have an abortion.  

“A lot of people support us on 
Facebook, but there aren’t many 
who are brave when we organize      
gatherings,” she said.
 Still, Lachgar believes that more 
freedom for women is essential if 
Morocco is to develop as a coun-
try. “This is how we advance,” she 
said with a big smile. “You do not 
build a democracy without giving 
women the right over their bodies.”
 
Some Moroccan lawmakers are 
planning legislation, which would 
liberalize access to abortion in cas-
es of incest and rape. This legisla-
tion is expected to be introduced 
and debated this summer.
 

“We need to legalize abortion, but 
not in a total way, because we are 
living in Morocco, an Islamic coun-
try,” said Mehdi Bensaid, deputy of 
the political party PAM. “Abortion 
does need to be legalized in special 
cases, like incest and rape. We are 
trying to create debate about abor-
tion with our group; moreover we 
plan to propose a new law in col-
laboration with AMLAC.  We need 
first to have the opinion of other 
groups, opposition and majority.”
 

Bensaid predicts that in five or 
10 years, Morocco will have en-
tirely legalized abortion laws, as in       
Tunisia.
 

“It’s not only about party politics. 
It’s about people,” he said. “But we 
need time, we need all the parties 
to work with us, we need NGOs, 
we need education too. And may-
be one day we will have the same 
law as in Tunisia, Europe, and      
America.”

It should be up to 
the woman to decide 

whether or not to have 
an abortion

When it comes to abortion, 
religion is less important 

in Morocco than social 
taboos... Social dishonor

It is necessery to approach 
the question in terms 

of public health Some Moroccan 
lawmakers are planning 
legislation, which would 

liberalize access to 
abortion in cases of incest 
and rape. This legislation 

is expected to be 
introduced and debated 

this summer.

http://www.amlac.org.ma/

Jessica Morris
 contributed Reporting.
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Round Earth Media’s Simeon Lancaster assisted in editing the stories of this issue
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