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I. INTRODUCTION 

We are a team of young Europeans from France, Greece and Portugal, working or 

studying in the fields of architecture, town planning and civil engineering. We came in Aegina 

voluntarily to study the situation and propose feasible solutions to improve the traffic 

management in the historic centre of the city. 

We are here because there is a traffic congestion problem in Aegina, especially 

regarding the two main roads of the city (Dimokratias st. and Aphaia st.). This problem takes 

place only during the peak seasons (summer, holidays and weekend) and is harmful for the 

city’s quality of life (pollution, noise, accidents…) 

Our job is to make realistic proposals of sustainable traffic management while 

improving the civil society‘s involvement. On the one hand, the aim of this report is to 

promote social dialogue between pluralities of local players in creating a coalition of local 

authorities, associations and residents. On the other hand, these proposals should also be 

functional and compatible with the natural and historical environment in Aegina town, 

responding to local needs.
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II. DIAGNOSIS 

A. Scope of research 

In this first section, we will try to identify the whole traffic problem and the multitude of 
uses and modes of transport in the centre of Aegina, in order to improve the existing situation 
with feasible solutions. To consider them, we expressed three hypotheses: 

→ the main congestion is located in the port, close to the arrivals of ferry boats. The 
incoming cars cause the congestion; 

→ Car parks are inadequate, a lot of cars look for a place in turning in the city; 

→ Pedestrian streets and “no entry” signs aren’t respected. 
 
To answer these hypotheses and to identify traffic problems, our diagnosis is based on three 
different ways to collect information. 

→ Gather general information about the location and the background of Aegina (the island 
and the city)  

→ Fieldwork based on different kinds of surveys: 

- Questionnaire (online and face to face) 

- Identification and mapping of land uses, condition of roads, availability of parking 
spaces and pavements, flow direction. 

- Counting of vehicles during different periods and days to observe and investigate 
the traffic volumes, directions of incoming and out coming vehicles in the city centre 
and the through flows 

→ Meetings with stakeholders and several actors: 

  -Meeting with Vassilis Grigoriadis, architect, to learn about Aegina’s history, problems, 
and previous proposals for change 

  -Meeting with the Mayor, to ask about the previous attempts to improve traffic in 
Aegina 

 -Meeting with civil engineer at the Municipal Technical services, to learn about 
existing projects for the peripheral road, and get some information from previous 
studies 

  -Meeting with the owner of the bus company, to ask about the current situation 

  -Meeting with the President of Commercial Union to learn about the opinion of the 
shop owners get the data of the surveys that have been done in the past for the traffic 
regulations 

  -Round table to gather information from various speakers (architects, sociologist, 
urbanists, previously elected and members of the city council) 

 -Meeting with the future Mayor, to learn about his projects for the future of the island
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Figure 1. Euro Mediterranean Campus Aegina 2014, 

Facebook www.facebook.com/campusaegina2014 

B. Our methods 

First of all, we wanted to 
raise awareness among the 
citizens of Aegina about our 
actions, so we created a 
Facebook page which 
gathered around 200 
persons. Not all of them 
were citizens of the island, 
but the most important posts 
(like the online survey) were 
shared by some other local 
pages. We also put up 
posters in towns. In addition 
to that, we made a radio 
message and a video which 
has been broadcasted on 
the Aegina Portal website. 
These actions have worked, 
and we received a lot of 
answers for our survey. 

We gathered information about the capacity, problems and needs of the city and its 
inhabitants) by using different methods: 

 By fieldwork 
- Guided tour in town, through all Kapodistrian buildings 

-   Physical survey, paying particular attention to the width of roads, number of parking 
spaces, abandoned cars, availability of public transport, cycling lanes, facilities for disabled 
people 

- Walking and cycling in town, to experience the city as a pedestrian and cyclist 

- Took the bus from Aegina to Agia Marina, to experience public transport on the island, see 
the route and the timetable 

 By contacting inhabitants and tourists 
- Online survey, to get to know people’s opinions (mostly inhabitants) 

- Survey on the field, to get other opinions and focus on tourists who don’t know about our 
online survey, elderly people who don’t have access to the Internet, and shop owners. 

- Open workshops in the Drury Centre, 9/10/11 July 2014, from 17.00 to 19.00, where people 
can give their opinions and ideas for change 

- For the people of Aegina, by updating our Facebook page every day to share our 
progression, with some text and photos 
 
The table below summarises our methodology and how we proceed to find the information 
and the problems:

http://www.facebook.com/campusaegina2014
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Table 1.  Data collection and analysis method 

Data collection Analysis 

 Critical Review 

 Literature e.g. existing studies, 
academic reviews, newspaper 
website references 

 Institutional context of planning 
national, regional and local level 

 Legislative and Judicial database 
of laws, official journals and 
legislative documents ) 

In that part, we tried to investigate and 
write down the data from the traffic studies 
that the Technical Service gave to us in 
order to investigate the previous situation 
and proposals. Furthermore, we tried to 
find and investigate the entire legislative 
data base and the institutional context of 
planning of upper scales of planning 
concerning the island of Aegina. 
We must note that in Greece, until 
recently, there is an hierarchical system of 
Spatial Planning (with a relation from the 
top to the bottom) that all the scales of the 
planning (Plans, Reports, Studies etc.) are 
obliged to take into consideration so to 
apply strategies and policies. So, in order 
to take into consideration the entire 
context and the intentions of the upper 
Plans a first investigation was necessary. 
 

 Statistical data from the National 
Census (e.g. population) and Port 
authorities (arrivals of vehicles 
per type, for different days and 
periods during day, etc.) 

In 2011, the island of Aegina counted 
more inhabitants than in 2001 (2.7% 
more). Yet, the city experienced a decline 
in population, with 7,113 inhabitants in 
2001 and only 6,867 in 2011 (see Table 
2). 

 Discussions and interviews. 

 Meetings and invited talks with 
key persons involved in the 
planning or general determining 
factors in the case study area 
(mayor, elected people in 
municipal council, engineers, port 
authority, etc…) 

 Questionnaire with online survey 
and face-to-face interviews 

The interviews we organised allowed us to 
gather information and opinions of local 
stakeholders, as well as external experts. 
The online survey gave us better 
knowledge about people’s habits, needs 
and opinions on the traffic. This 
information was confirmed by the open 
workshop, where the suggestions we 
gathered from local people matched the 
ones expressed on the online survey. 

 Field observation and 
measurements 

 Mapping of land use and road 
characteristics such as…. 

 Traffic measurements 

This physical survey revealed the streets 
without pavements or with narrow 
pavements, the width of the streets and, 
generally, the streets with problematic 
characteristics. In addition to this, we 
noticed the direction flows (wherever it 
was possible) of the streets and the 
pedestrianized streets. The second step 
was to recognise and imprint the existing 
land uses of the urban fabric. 

The aim was to collect data about the 
incoming and outgoing cars in the centre 
of Aegina. So, we tried to investigate the 
two main roads (Dimokratias st. and 
Aphaia st.) to see if there were through-
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  flows. 

 Cartographical data such as land 
use maps selected and satellite 
images covering the case study 
area 

 Tools for mapping 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

For the layout of the maps were used: 

 The AutoCad layout of the 
consulting firm of transportation 
project of Mr. Maris, that was used 
for the Traffic Studies in Aegina.   

 The layout that S. Emmanouil has 
designed in the Informational Map 
for the Port Authorities. 

  
The maps and layouts were, also, used: 

 Digitalized layout from the NTUA 
(Research Unit of Sustainable 
Mobility) 
 

The programs that were used in order to 
get information and to design the maps: 

 AutoCad 

 Photoshop 

 Google Earth 

 Orthophotos of the National 
Cadastre 
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III. SOME CONCLUSIONS ABOUT OUR SURVEYS 

Aegina is one of the islands in the Saronic Gulf, Greece. As a result of its close 
proximity to the city of Athens (27km), many residents of Athens have their second homes on 
the island. The short distance (40 minutes journey with the flying dolphin, 75 minutes with a 
regular ferry) from the port of Piraeus to the island, also offers the opportunity to the 
residents and tourists of Athens to choose Aegina Island for a city break, especially during 
weekends and holidays. In a combination of its historic and cultural background, the island 
attracts many tourists, which increases significantly the population of the island from 13,000 
(approximately in winter) to 80.000 in summer. The table below shows the year-round 
population of Aegina. 

• Historical background 

The archaeological site of Kolona is an important monument of the island. The site 
witnesses 11 layers of inhabitation in different time periods. The city, as the first capital of 
Modern Greece (from January 1828 to December 1829), has a very important status. This 
was meant to be the period of the development not only for Aegina but for the whole of 
Greece. During this period, with Kapodistrias as the governor of Greece, some important 
buildings were built, currently known as Kapodistrian buildings. Some of them are the 
Orphanage, the Government House, the Eynardion (former archaeological museum), and the 
Municipal Theatre. 

The city of Aegina has a very rich cultural and historic heritage that must be preserved 
and enhanced. Currently, the monuments of historic importance are not valorised. First, there 
is a lack of signs in the streets that does not encourage tourists to visit them. Second, there 
is no special path connecting them. Pedestrians need to use the current streets, which carry 
the city’s traffic and do not all have pavements to walk safely. The potential creation of a 
pedestrian walkway linking them could stimulate tourism and bring more revenue to the 
island, at the same time as protecting the town’s cultural heritage. However, any change is 
linked to politics, and the political background of the municipality and region of Attica. 

• Specific problems related to the traffic conditions of the Island 

Aegina, as an island, encounters specific problems that influence traffic conditions, such 
as the delivery of goods, and taking away of rubbish that must be realised by ferry boats. The 
absence of a recycling facility forces the island to ship its garbage to the mainland where it is 
processed. Thus, many trucks drive on the island for this specific purpose.  In addition to that, 
because of the delivery of goods by ferries, none of them happens before 7 or 8 o’clock in 
the morning in the city of Aegina. For the deliveries in other towns of the island, trucks have 
to take the seafront road (Demokratias st.) or the one near the Kolona archaeological site, 
and it creates a lot of traffic. 

These issues make traffic movements necessary for the island, and because of the lack 
of peripheral road, all the traffic has to go through the town of Aegina. It is a big problem. 
However, it gets even worse during the summer, when the population rises from 13,000 

Table 2. Population of Aegina Island and city centre, in 2001 and 2011 

Population of inhabitants 2001 2011 Change (2001- 2011) 

Aegina Island 12 716 13 056 2, 7 % 

City Centre 7 113 6 867   (52, 6 %) - 3, 5% 
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locals to 80,000 seasonal inhabitants and tourists. Indeed, more supply is needed by 
restaurants and supermarkets, which leads to the increase in truck traffic; more garbage is 
produced, so more trucks need to take them away… As the mayor, Mr Sakiotis, said: ‘’ it is 
difficult to plan infrastructure for a town of 80,000 inhabitants with the budget of a town of 
13,000 inhabitants ‘’. 

Likewise, a lot of people have a secondary house in the island and leave their cars in 
car parks nearby the port. There seems to be many abandoned cars, which take up space 
that could be used for other cars (see Figure 2). 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2. Abandoned car on the car 
park near the Kolona archaeological 
site. Fieldwork 03/07/2014. 

 

• Use of different means of transport is limited 

The island is a mix between three different kinds of topography: coasts (beaches), 
mountains (hiking) and plains (pistachios’ groves). The topography is a problem for the town 
planning, especially to create new roads. For example, the peripheral road that is going to be 
constructed, has been drawn to avoid the hills. Topography is not the only reason for not 
constructing new roads. There are also property issues, political power or conflicts, and the 
difficulty to find funding for the projects. 

In addition to that, the steep hills, especially in the streets connecting to some villages 
towards Ag. Marina, Anitsaios, dissuades people to cycle. Also, people do not use bicycles 
because of the lack of infrastructure such as the lack of bicycle lanes and cycling network. 
The lack of lights and attention from the drivers make it also an unsafe way of moving which 
currently discourages people to cycle. Moreover, there are not enough bike rental companies 
in the centre and other settlements of the island to promote the cycling habit. The bike 
renting companies that currently exist are not organized enough, as the bikes are not 
completely safe due to the lack of lights and lockers. 
             The bus isn’t a credible alternative to the car on the island, as there are only three 
lines of bus connecting the centre of Aegina with Souvala, Vagia (North part), with 
Ag.Nektarios, Ag. Marina (East part) and Marathonas, Perdika (South Part) and a bad 
frequency of scheduled routes. The lack of buses connecting cities was observed by us and 
confirmed by the online survey, in which people complained about this. 

Currently, the alternative to the car is the motorbike. Unfortunately, it is not better 
(maybe worse) because it causes other problems like the noise, the pollution and the bad 
parking. Also, as most people do not wear helmets, the accidents can be very dangerous for 
users. Another reason that people do not use alternative ways of transport is that they do not 
want to change their habits.  

• The touristic issue in Aegina 

There are different types of tourism in Aegina Island. Indeed, we can observe the 
traditional 3S tourism (Sea,Sand and Sun) and a tourism attracted by events (music festivals, 
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Fistiki festival). Moreover, some Athenians come to Aegina for one day or a weekend, like a 
city break, and other Athenians have there a secondary home. But there is also a religious 
tourism (orthodoxs from all over Europe come to Ag. Nektarios’ monastery. Recently an 
alternative tourism (sailing, hiking and cycling) is developed. 

Thus, this number of different types of tourism generates an increment of inhabitants 
during the peak seasons. A major part of these tourists bring their vehicles by ferry boats. 
Drivers turn in the city to find a parking area and block main roads in looking for their way. 
We noticed through our physical survey a lack of signs to indicate directions. A lot of tourists 
come in Aegina for the first time, it’s difficult to find where to go, especially the night when the 
seafront road is closed. The existing peripheral road isn’t indicated on the port. 

Another problem caused by the tourism is the increase of the number of pedestrians. In 
many streets no pavements exist. This lack is obvious nearby tourist attractions such as the 
Kolona archeological site. First of all, there isn’t pavement but the parking is forbidden (see 
Figure 3). The lack of parking area leads drivers to park their car everywhere. Thus, 
pedestrians have to walk on the middle of the road. It is unsafe, especially for children. Even 
if there are pavements, motorbikes are parked on it. 

Another problem caused by tourism is the sightseeing tour operators which use bus. 
They drive on the seafront road and create noise pollution and it’s dangerous for 
pedestrians.   

Definitively, Aegina isn’t a city for pedestrians. There is also a lack of infrastructure for 
the disabled people and parents with baby trolleys. They don’t have priority. Moreover, there 
are no zebra crossings. During the day, the crossing of the seafront road is difficult for the 
pedestrians because of the through-flow. Likewise, when you walk on the narrow streets of 
the historic centre (in Aphaia street for instance), pedestrians need to stop and give priority to 
the motorised vehicles. The drivers often furiously demand their priority, which shows that 
pedestrians are not currently a priority in their mind-sets. Moreover, citizens prefer to drive 
even for short walkable distances instead of walking. Finally, being a pedestrian in Aegina is 
currently almost as unsafe as driving a motorbike. 

Last but not least, the location of the main port of Aegina, which hosts many arrivals and 
departures especially during the high season, causes a lot of traffic problems in the city. 
Counting the vehicles and the through-flows as part of our physical survey, during the arrival 
of the ferries, we observed that there is a significant number of through-flows (most of the 
vehicles did not use the city centre but continued their journey to exit from it).  In addition to 
that, the lack of direction signs when visitors/ tourists arrive in the port and the centre of 
Aegina cause traffic congestion.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3. Forbidden parking 
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• Streets are not suitable to accommodate car traffic 

According to the results of our physical survey, there are many streets that cannot 
welcome cars, because they are not wide enough (see Figure 4). They are thus used by 
motorbikes and pedestrians. 

Moreover, the Highway Code is not respected. There are not everywhere appropriate 
stop signs and people often do not respect them. Also, the priority to the right is not 
respected in some cases. The absence of police control measurements is noticeable, with a 
few cases of young people driving without driving license. 

Noise pollution is also a problem, highly noticed from pedestrians and residents in the 
centre of Aegina, mainly due to the lack of measurements for silencers on motorbikes. 

 
 

Figure 4. Results of our physical survey, on the width of the streets 
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IV. PROPOSALS 

One of our first plans when we started to organize the proposals was to divide them in 
scenarios. Three of the basics factors of the organization could be: 
1) depending on the intensity of intervention: 

i) low intensity of interventions scenario 
ii) medium intensity of interventions scenario 
iii) high intensity of interventions scenario 

2) depending on the horizon of implementation of the planned and future projects: 
i) scenario of existing situation (without the planned projects of the new Port in 

Leonti and the construction of the peripheral road) 
ii) short-term scenario (for ex. construction and operation of the peripheral road) 
iii) long-term scenario (port moved to Leonti) 

3) depending on the desired seasonal effect: 
i) scenario for the summer and the periods of high demand (Easter etc.) 
ii) scenario for the winter and the periods of low demand 

4)   depending on different periods of the day 
iii) scenario for the morning hours (ex. delivery of the products, commercial zone is 

active) 
iv) scenario for the afternoon and evening hours (ex. recreation zone is active) 
 
However, because of the limited time, we tried to focus in the existing situation so to 
have more realistic and applicable proposals that would be useful in the present. So, 
the first factor (of the intensity of interventions) was chosen to work on this.   
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A. AXIS 1: NEW TRAFFIC REGULATION 

1) Medium - level intervention: 

a) Proposal 1 (see Figure 5) 

 Double-way-road near Kolonna: 

Because: Difficulty for trucks to turn from Petriti road to Kolona ⇒ too many trucks from the 
North have to cross the seafront to go to the port. 

Advantages: easier for trucks, less trucks on the seafront. 

Drawbacks: More difficult and dangerous for pedestrians to go to Kolona and the beach. 

 Pavement and development of the park near Kolona: 

Because: Difficult and dangerous for pedestrians to go to Kolona and the beach. 

Advantages: easier to access to the archaeological area.  

 One-way-road on the seafront (from the church to the port, driving near the 
water bank): 

Because: Too many vehicles on the seafront, noise and air pollution, not very attractive for 
tourists and residents. 

Advantages: Less traffic, less noise, less pollution. More space for pedestrians, bikes and 
horse-drawn-carriages, possibility to appreciate the neoclassical façades of the seafront 
buildings. 

Drawbacks: Disturbance for the route of horse-drawn-carriages. It takes longer to go to 
South (but it does not matter because mostly tourists take this road). 

 Mixed-used-road on the seafront (on the side of the restaurant) 
Pedestrians, bikes, horse-drawn-carriages 

Because: Free lane thanks to the one-way-road, current lack of pavements for pedestrians 
near the restaurants. 

Advantages: less noise, less pollution for people eating at the restaurants. Safer for bike and 
pedestrians. Horse-drawn-carriages do not have to share the road with cars and trucks. 

Drawbacks: Horse-drawn-carriages have to share the road with bikes and pedestrians. 
Difficulty to stop motorbikes from using this lane 

 New Traffic signs. 
From the port, indicating Perdika and Agia Marina to the North (ring road) 
From ring road, indicating the port by the coastal road (next to Kolona, because trucks 
cannot pass by the other road) 
Indicating that the seafront road is one-way. 

Because: to guide people on the island without passing in the town. 

Advantages: Less problems for the trucks and understanding of the new circulation plan. 
Drawbacks: None.



15/32 
 

 Mix uses on Aphaia Street 
Slow the speed with bumps, and make it uncomfortable to drive on (with cobblestone or 
grooves) 
Stop motorbikes from parking on the street by widening the pavements and adding 
chains (space only for cars to pass) 

Because: to prevent transferring the traffic from the seafront to Aphaia street, but to dissuade 
drivers to use this street with a car (not comfortable to drive there). 

Advantages: safer for pedestrians to shop, less through-flow (and less noise and pollution) 

Drawbacks: annoying for cars (but that’s the aim!), more traffic at the beginning (first few 
months) because drivers will not be used to that change.   
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Figure 5. Proposal 1, medium level scenario, axis "New traffic regulation”
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b) Proposal 2 (see Figure 6) 

 One way direction on the seafront and one way direction in Aphaia Street 
From exit of the port to Panagitsa church 

Because: Too many vehicles on the seafront (notably during arrivals and departures of 
ferries) noise and air pollution. 

Advantages: Less traffic, less noise and less pollution. More space for pedestrians, bikes and 
horse-drawn-carriages. 

Drawbacks: Disturbance for the route of buses, deliveries and lorries but we can put in place 
schedule for use the other way. 

 Second way only for exceptions as buses, lorries and deliveries 
From Panagitsa church to the exit of the port 

Because: Lorries and buses need to use this second way (on the seafront) because other 
streets are too narrow. 

Advantages: Second way used only a few times by day so pedestrian can more benefit to the 
seafront, seafront buildings and Café terraces. 

Drawbacks: safety of pedestrian when buses or trucks cross this second way. 

 System of gates 
 

Because: Only trucks which can’t pass in Aphaia street (and the others narrower) can use 
this second way on the seafront. 

Advantages: Only people who have got cards can pass by the second way. 

Drawbacks: The price of these gates?  

Figure 6. Proposal 2, medium level scenario, axis "New traffic regulation" 
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2) High-level intervention (see Figure 7) 

 Double-way-road near Kolona: 

Because: Difficulty for trucks to turn from Petriti road to Kolona ⇒ too many trucks from the 
North have to cross the seafront to go to the port. 

Advantages: easier for trucks, less trucks on the seafront. 

Drawbacks: More difficult and dangerous for pedestrians to go to Kolona and the beach. 

 Pavement and development of the park near Kolona: 

Because: Difficult and dangerous for pedestrians to go to Kolona and the beach. 

Advantages: easier to access to the archaeological area.  

 One-way-road on the seafront (from the church to the port, driving near the 
water bank): 

Because: Too many vehicles on the seafront, noise and air pollution, not very attractive for 
tourists and residents. 

Advantages: Less traffic, less noise, less pollution. More space for pedestrians, bikes and 
horse-drawn-carriages, possibility to appreciate the neoclassical façades of the seafront 
buildings. 

Drawbacks: Disturbance for the route of horse-drawn-carriages. It takes longer to go to 
South (but it does not matter because mostly tourists take this road). 

 Mixed-used-road on the seafront (on the side of the restaurant) 
Pedestrians, bikes, horse-drawn-carriages 

Because: Free lane thanks to the one-way-road, current lack of pavements for pedestrians 
near the restaurants. 

Advantages: less noise, less pollution for people eating at the restaurants. Safer for bike and 
pedestrians. Horse-drawn-carriages do not have to share the road with cars and trucks. 

Drawbacks: Horse-drawn-carriages have to share the road with bikes and pedestrians. 
Difficulty to stop motorbikes from using this lane. 

 New Traffic signs. 
From the port, indicating Perdika and Agia Marina to the North (ring road) 
From ring road, indicating the port by the coastal road (next to Kolona, because trucks 
cannot pass by the other road) 
Indicating that the seafront road is one-way. 

Because: to guide people on the island without passing in the town. 

Advantages: Less problems for the trucks and understanding of the new circulation plan. 
Drawbacks: None.
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 Close Aphaia Street for vehicles; only open from 7 to 10 
With a barrier, so stop ALL motorised vehicles (including motorbikes) 

Because: to prevent transferring the traffic from the seafront to Aphaia street. 

Advantages: safer for pedestrians, positive for shop owners (more customers). 

Drawbacks: definite time slot for deliveries, people forced to walk, less lively commercial road 

 
 

 
Figure 7. High level scenario, axis “New traffic regulation” 
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B. AXIS 2: ENHANCING, PROMOTING ANG MANAGING THE 
PARKING AREAS 

The main objective of that strategy is to recognize, improve, activate, promote and 
manage (in a sustainable way) the existing parking spaces. This strategy tries to act in 
combination with the other proposals so to have integrated results. The main goal is to 
motivate people to park their cars and continue to their destination with alternative means of 
transport. 

1) Low level Scenario (see Figure 8) 

Main aims of this scenario: 

 Organization and improvement of existing parking spaces. 

 Regular controls from the authorities. 

Specific spatial interventions: 

 Area outside Kolona site:  
This area will remain in the access of the vehicles, with restrictions. It could also be used for 
the parking of the visitors of the site with a controlled way. 

 Area “Peukakia” (near Kolona): 
Modulation, improvement and regular controls of this area. The only disadvantage is the area 
is above the ruins of the Ancient Theatre. So, at any time the area could be inactivated by the 
Archaeological Authorities. 

 Controlled area in the Port: 
This area will remain under the management of the Port Authorities. 

 Private property near Kolona: 
The Municipality has to try the procedure for the expropriation of the area. 

 Municipal property near Mitropolis: 
This area has to be activated for the parking of the motorbikes. 

 Area in the opposite side of the Orhanage: 
Modulation, improvement and regular controls of this area (enclosure, regular controls by the 
authorities etc.) 

 Area in front of the Stadium: 
It conserves its operation with additional regular controls. 

 Municipal property “Ktima Gkika”: 
The property is about 1 km away from the port in the road to Perdika. The proposal is to 
activate the area and open it to the public. 

A critical evaluation: This first strategy is trying to activate the areas that are used for car 
parking (in the present) with an uncontrolled way (abandoned cars etc.). It is, also, trying to 
find inactive municipal properties so to promote and manage the parking. The strategy is 
spatially organized with the enhancement and improvement of the parking spaces in the 
entrances of the city. 
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Figure 8. Low level scenario, axis "Enhancing, promoting and managing the parking areas" 
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2) Medium level Scenario (see Figure 9) 

Main aims of this scenario: 

 Active and more frequent controls by the authorities. 

 Motivate the visitors and inhabitants to start parking their motorized vehicles. 

 Promote the usage of the bicycles. 

Specific spatial interventions: 

 Area outside Kolona site:  
This area will remain with restrictions in the access of the vehicles. It, also, could be used for 
the the parking of the visitors of the site with a controlled way. It may include the combination 
of land uses of open/green spaces and parking spaces (as the preliminary proposal of the 
“Modification of the G.U.P.” has determined). Attention will be given not to destroy the 
landscape and the character of the site. 

 Area “Peukakia” (near Kolona): 
Modulation, improvement and rmore frequent controls of this area. The only disadvantage is 
the area is above the ruins of the Ancient Theatre. So, at anytime the area could be 
inactivated by the Archelogical Authorities. The constructive elements won’t have a 
permanent character, in order to avoid the high costs. 

 Controlled area in the Port: 
This area will remain under the management of the Port Authorities. 

 Private property near Kolona: 
The Municipality has to try the procedure for the expropriation of the area. There will be 
investigation if it’s possible to extend the area to the slope. 

 Municipal property near Mitropolis: 
This area has to be activated for the parking of the motorbikes. 

 Area in the opposite side of the Orhanage: 
Modulation, improvement and regular controls of this area (enclosure, regular controls by the 
authorities etc.). This becomes a point for the system of “Park and Ride”. 

 Area in front of the Stadium: 
It conserves its operation with additional regular controls. 

 Municipal property “Ktima Gkika”: 
The property is about 1 km away from the port in the road to Perdika. The proposal is to 
activate the area and open it to the public. This area becomes another point of “Park and 
Ride” System. Meanwhile, a bike lane is proposed in the road (parallel to the seafront) to 
create a safe cycle route towards the centre. 

A critical evaluation: This second scenario is trying to activate and improve effectively the 
areas that are used for car parking (in the present) with an uncontrolled way (abandoned 
cars etc.). The strategy includes all the aims and proposals of the first scenario, but it is trying 
to act with a more effective way. The strategy is spatially organized with the enhancement 
and improvement of the parking spaces in the entrances of the city, that also include and 
stations of bicycles (Park and Ride system) in order to promote the combined transportation 
and the sustainable mobility in the centre. 
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Figure 9. Medium level scenario, axis "Enhancing, promoting and managing the parking areas 
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3) High level Scenario (see Figure 10) 

Main aims of this scenario: 

 Effective and frequent controls by the authorities. 

 Motivate the visitors and inhabitants to start parking their motorized vehicles. 

 Promote in a more effective way the usage of the bicycles. 
 
Specific spatial interventions: 

 Area outside Kolona site:  
This area will remain with restrictions in the access of the vehicles. It, also, could be used for 
the the parking of the visitors of the site with a controlled way. It may include the combination 
of land uses of open/green spaces and parking spaces (as the preliminary proposal of the 
“Modification of the G.U.P.” has determined). Attention will be given not to destroy the 
landscape and the character of the site. 

 Area “Peukakia” (near Kolona): 
Modulation, improvement, frequent and stricter controls of this area. The only disadvantage 
is the area is above the ruins of the Ancient Theatre. So, at any time the area could be 
inactivated by the Archelogical Authorities. The constructive elements won’t have a 
permanent character, in order to avoid the high costs. 

 Controlled area in the Port: 
This area will remain under the management of the Port Authorities. 

 Private property near Kolona: 
The Municipality has to try the procedure for the expropriation of the area. There will be 
investigation if it’s possible to extend the area to the slope. 

 Municipal property near Mitropolis: 
This area has to be activated for the parking of the motorbikes. 

 Area in the opposite side of the Orhanage: 
Modulation, improvement and regular controls of this area (enclosure, regular controls by the 
authorities etc.). This becomes a point for the system of “Park and Ride”. 

 Area in front of the Stadium: 
It conserves its operation with additional regular controls. 

 Municipal property “Ktima Gkika”: 
The property is about 1 km away from the port in the road to Perdika. The proposal is to 
activate the area and open it to the public. This area becomes another point of “Park and 
Ride” System. Meanwhile, a bike lane is proposed in the road (parallel to the seafront) to 
create a safe cycle route towards the centre. 
 
Additional proposals:  

 New “Park and Ride” point to the Marine (2 alternative points) that will be used by the 
users of the taxi boats. 

 In the case of the transfer of the Stadium, the land use is organized as a combination 
of “open/green spaces” and parking spaces. 

 Renovation of the square “Ethnegersias”.  
 
A critical evaluation: This third scenario is trying to improve and manage effectively the areas 
that are used for car parking (in the present) with an uncontrolled way (abandoned cars etc.). 
The strategy includes all the aims and proposals of the two scenarios, but it is trying to act 
with a more effective way. The strategy is spatially organized with the enhancement and 
improvement of the parking spaces in the entrances of the city, that also include and stations 
of bicycles (Park and Ride system) in order to promote the combined transport and the 
sustainable mobility in the centre. 
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Figure 10. High level scenario, axis "Enhancing, promoting and managing the parking areas" 
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4) Horizontal proposals (for all scenarios) 

 Signs indications and maps around the centre to inform the visitors the location of the parking 
spaces. 

 Controlled parking at the roadside, in order to boost the use of the parking spaces. 

 Information and maps in the brochures. 

 The municipal authorities may modulate the areas in order to determine zones for short or long-term 
parking. The aim of that is to serve and motivate both the visitors and the inhabitants. 
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C. AXIS 3: ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF MOVING - MORE SUSTAINABLE 

3.1: ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF MOVING 

Aim: Encourage the use of alternative ways of moving and discourage the use of private motor vehicles 
Walking – Cycling- Buses- Ferries- Taxi boats- Car pool – Horse Carriages- Taxis 

1) Low level:  

1. Change the mindset and habits of the population to the pedestrian priorities, these are also ways 
to prioritize the pedestrian/walking in the mindset of people: 

Information/ campaign/signs of the drivers to respect the cyclists and pedestrians (change the mentality 
of the people, make pedestrian and cycling priority instead of motorbikes and cars) – change of habits 
Pedestrian crosses  
Define pedestrian paths where possible (eg. Waterfront) + Pedestrian to connect the historical and 
cultural buildings (more information next page) 

2. Change the mind-set and the habits of people to use the public transport, Inform people- 
campaign to encourage the use for public transport: Maps and leaflets for the public transport (e.g. 
bus lines and timetables, stops, car pool system- prices, taxi prices, horse carriage- prices) 

Website for the bus company for the timetables and the lines and stops, Sign indication for the bus stops 
Coordination to the ferry schedules 
Information of people at the port of Piraeus for use of the alternative ways of moving and discouragement 
of moving the car to the island. (Car parking for them to leave it in Athens) 
Car pool system- website to manage these system and information of people for that. In order to 
encourage/invite people:  Free car parking space for those using the car pool system   
Discussion with the drivers of horse carriages to create price policies in order for the residents to use it as 
public transport for short distance commuting with low price ticket for those using that daily or often 
Discussion with taxi drivers for pricing policies, discounts and ways to promote the use of taxi more 
frequently (for carrying luggage) 

2) Medium Level (include the low level) 

Develop the using of cycling 
One way direction solution of the waterfront with the spare lane being cycling lane  
Municipal bike renting system 
Safer circulation of cyclists  
More bike renting companies in centre and other settlements (more organized and safe- helmet, lights 
and lockers)  
Park and Ride system  
Discussion with the hotel owners for providing to their clients bicycles for their circulation 
Creation of Cycling Union of Aegina for the promotion of cycling through a series of initiatives   

Others 

Pedestrian to connect the historical and cultural buildings (more information next page) 
Control measurements of parking on the sidewalks from cars and motorbikes 
Seasonal peak- summer and holidays: even more bus routes for the tourists and visitors needs 
Discussion with the hotel owners to provide some electrical small vehicles for transferring the luggage 

3) High Level (include low and medium levels) 

Pedestrian to connect the historical and cultural buildings (pedestrianisation of roads) (more information 
next page) 
Frequent bus routes, new lines and stops, Connection with the settlements that are not currently 
connected, Newer and safer vehicles 
Park and Ride system 
If all of the centre of Aegina is pedestrianized bicycles could be used from the parking spaces 
Cycling lanes in some parts of Aegina and especially in the city centre- how? 
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Bring bike in bus/ other public transport (ferries) for free (for residents mostly) 
Taxi boat, taxi boats to other settlements (for example towards Perdika or Souvala that are close) (like 
the car pool system- website to organize trips with others for cheaper cost) 
Discussion with the hotel owners for providing to their clients bicycles for their circulation 
Discussion with the hotel owners to provide some electrical small vehicles for transferring the luggage 
Discussion with the Commercial Union for supply of alternative vehicles (electrical) for the supply of the 

shops with goods. This could be combined with a space of transhipment of the goods 
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3.2: LINKING CULTURE, HISTORY AND WALKING 

A part of the proposal is the creation of a cultural promenade, linking the city's major attractions 
and guiding visitors with a route that they can easily follow, allowing them to wander in the history 
of the town of Aegina. 

This path proposes a reasonable utilization and upgrading of the existing network of roads and 
sidewalks and engaging visitors with the daily life of the city alongside the visit of the sights. 

As shown in the map (see Figure 11), we create two paths, one with the most important points, 
and a more extensive route, depending on the time available for the visitor. 
Starting point of both routes is the archaeological museum and the site of Kolona which passing 
through the seafront walks into the city to come up through browsing Kapodistrian and newer 
monuments and they end, either to the folklore museum and from there to the market, either at the 
City Hall and from there to the cafes and restaurants of the city. 

The construction and application of the cultural walk can be divided into three levels according 
to Parameters Available in manufacturing time, cost and level of intervention. 

1) Low level scenario 

Tagging the route map at a central point (eg Port, Ticket booth) and a small plates with 
information about each monument and path in front of each site. 
Special striped walks throughout the length and plastic beacons in points where there is absence 
of sidewalks for the protection of the visitors 

2)  Medium level scenario 

Tagging the route map at a central point (e.g. Port, Ticket booth) and a small plates with 
information about each monument and path in front of each site. 

Construction of a special "lane" in the existing system with material separation along the entire 
length of the route. This material will be in the streets, sidewalks and walkways and will allow an 
easy comprehension of the walk but on the other hand it will not disturb the movement of vehicles 
in the respective regions. 

3)  High level scenario 

Tagging the route map at a central point (e.g. Port, Ticket booth) and a small plates with 
information about each monument and path in front of each site. Construction of special "lane" in 
the existing system with material separation along the entire length of the route. This material will 
be located on sidewalks and walkways while sidewalks will be constructed capable width in the 
part of the walk do not exist as to be easy the user traffic path as well as the pedestrianisation of 
streets of low traffic that can be easily bypassed by vehicles.  
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Figure 11. Cultural walk 
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APPENDIX 1: ANSWERS OF THE GREEKS SURVEY AND ANALYSIS 

In order to our survey to be filled by the most people, we made it in two languages: Greek and 

English. We received 354 answers in Greek, and 35 in English. 

• According to the responses in the greek questionnaire 

AGE: Considering the fact that the survey was mainly promoted online, the ages responded were 
mostly between 25-40) 

– 18% of the people responded to the survey are at the age of 0-25 

– 41% of the people responded are between 25-40 

– 38% of the people are 40-65 

– 2% are 65+. 

RESIDENCE: Most of the people responded in the survey are seasonal residents and people living 
in other settlements while permanent residents of the city centre that live and experience it daily 
were only 18% 

– Permanent Residents of the city centre: 
18% 

– Permanent Residents of other settlements: 
37% 

– Seasonal Residents: 40% 

– Tourists/ Visitors from other regions: 10% 

– Tourists from other countries:    2% 

FREQUENCY OF ACCESS IN THE CITY CENTRE: The majority (46%) of the people responded 
in the survey move twice or more in the city centre. 

– once per day: 19% 

– twice or more per day: 46% 

– 3-4 times per week: 22% 

– only on weekends: 9% 

– other: 4% 

DURATION OF VISIT IN THE ISLAND: Most of the people responded in the survey (67%) visit the 
island for more than one week. 

HIERARCHY OF PROBLEMS IN THE ISLAND: A percentage of 29% hierarchized the traffic 
problem as the major problem of Aegina. 

– Water: 71%  (ranked it as the mayor problem) 

– Rubbish management: 62% (ranked it as the mayor problem) 

– Waste Water Treatment:  34 % 
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– Traffic Problem: 29% 

– Public and Green Spaces: 18% 

TRANSPORT [Rank according to your priority the major problems in Aegina (1 the most significant 
to 5, the less significant)] 

 

CIRCULATION IN THE CITY CENTRE: 74% of the people who responded in the survey seem to 
use cars and motorbikes for their movement in the city centre (74%) while 21% walk and only 3% 
cycle. 

– Car: 40% 

– Motorbikes: 34% 

– Walking: 21% 

– Cycling: 3% 

How do you usually move in the city centre? 

 

TIME PERIODS FOR TRAFFIC PROBLEMS: 74% of the people responded, believe that most of 
the traffic problems exist in the morning period (7.00- 14.00) during the peak seasons 

– From 7.00 to 14.00: 74% 

– From 14.00 to 17.00: 3% 

– From 17.00 to 23.00: 23% 

CIRCULATION, TRAFFIC PROBLEMS AND QUALITY OF LIFE: 
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Safety of Pedestrians: 35% rank the safety of the pedestrians as very bad 

Availability of parking spaces: 50% rank the availability of parking spaces 

Noise & Quality of life: 35% rank it as average 
Existence of open and green spaces: 32% rank it as bad 
 
CURRENT TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS: 67% of the people agreed with the current traffic 
restrictions such as the closing of the waterfront street during the evening and the closing of the Sp. 
Rodi Street. 

SUGGESTIONS: Suggestions of people were mostly about the improvement of some circulation 
issues in Aegina centre, the control and availability of more parking spaces, and the improvement 

of the public transportation 

I. Buses 

– Public Transportation for the whole island with more frequent bus routes 

– Coordination with the ferries timetable 

– Bus routes 

II. Car Parking 

– More parking spaces in the centre of Aegina 

– Free parking spaces combined with strict control 

III. Circulation 

– Sign indication for the peripheral road for the tourists/ visitors when the seafront street is 
closed 

– Pedestrianization of parts or whole of Aegina centre for safe circulation of the pedestrians 

– Completion of peripheral road 

– Cycling lanes and sidewalks 

– Strict control of silencers in the motorbikes for reduction of the noise pollution 

– Early deliveries to the shops in the morning 

IV. Port 

– Commercial Port in Leonti for the big vehicles (Commercial Trucks and Rubbish Trucks) 

– Supporting ports in Souvala and Ag. Marina for less traffic in Aegina Port 
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USE OF ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF MOVING: In the question of “Would use alternative ways of 

transport more often (walking, cycling, public transport) if they appropriate infrastructure existed?” 

93% responded that they would! 

– Yes: 93% 

– No: 7% 

AMOUNT OF VEHICLES OBTAINED: The majority of the responders of the questionnaire seem 
to use at least 1 car, motorbike or/and 1 bicycle. 

– Cars: 74% have 1 car 

– Motorbikes: 64% have 1 motorbike 

– Bicycles:  41% have 1 bicycle 
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APPENDIX 2: Results and study of the traffic measurements 

Friday, July 11th 2014 

 To have a representative data in the day of arrival (weekend city break) of many Athenians. 

We chose to make our survey at 3 different times of the day: in the morning (11.40 - 11.50 in 

Dimokratias st. and 12.05 - 12.15 in Aphaia st.), in the afternoon (17.50 - 18.00 in Dimokratias st. 

and 18.15 - 18.25 in Aphaia st.) and in the evening (22.40 - 22.50 only in Afaias st. because 

Dimokratias St. is closed for motorised vehicles after 21.00). 

Tuesday, July 15th 2014 

We tried to get representative measurements of data by having variances during open 

hours of shops, when some primary roads (such Dimokratias st.) are closed, or even at different 

days of the week. We also tried to combine the measurements with the arrival of a ferry (eg. 

measurement of the Friday at 17.50) so to see the directions and the flows of the cars that had (at 

this time) arrived on the island. 

APHAIA STREET 
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1st day of measurements: 11/07/2014 
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We can conclude that: 

In the crossing between Aphaia Street and Christou Lada Street, there is a big number of 

vehicles coming from the seaside of the city that continue into Aphaia Street. Nevertheless, we 

notice that the number of vehicles goes from 46 at midday to 21 at 18h20 

In the last crossing, between Aphaia and Kapodistriou, most vehicles turn into the seaside 

direction (Kapodistriou St.). 

For the second day of measurements (15/07/2014), the results are the same order  
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DEMOKRATIAS STREET 

1st day of measurements: 11/07/2014   
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2nd day of measurements: 15/07/2014 

We can conclude that: 
-Street from the stadium to the seafront is very busy (both directions). 
-Most people use it to pass through the city.  
-Some of them use it to go to the port or on Aphaia Street (via the city hall).  
-When a ferry is at the port on a Friday evening, there is an incredible increasing of the traffic flow 
on the seafront. We can also notice that most of vehicles turn left to the seafront and the South of 
the island (turning left: 114, turning right: 59) 
-A lot of vehicles pass through the seafront without stopping in the city centre. 
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APPENDIX 3: Summary of the Port Authority study 

Analysis: As we could imagine, the peak of the numbers of vehicles from Piraeus to Aegina 
is on August. Nevertheless July and August seems to be the only months with real traffic 
issue linked to the tourism. Indeed the number of car has more than quadruple between 
January and August 2013. The figures for the 2012 year and those for the beginning of this 
year are of the same order than these of 2013. 
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APPENDIX 4: SUMMARY OF MEETINGS 
 

Meeting with the current Mayor (03/07/2014) 

 The current mayor, Mr Sakiotis, who is going to leave his function on September 1st, 
informed us that the municipality does not have the right to plan the land use within its boundaries, 
but it is the municipality of Attica, from which it depends, that is allowed to do it. This creates a step 
in the development of the island, since it takes much longer to take decisions. In addition to that, 
the long bureaucracy process does not facilitate changes, since the municipality needs to apply for 
a permit to the municipality of Attica before touching/restoring any historical building. 

 Mr Sakiotis also informed us that a few years ago, he tried to introduce a free municipal bus, 
linking parts of the city to remote areas. Yet, he had to go to court because the bus company 
complained about the competition. He was forced to end this project because the company was 
having problems of survival. Although it is quite successful in the summer, the company doesn’t 
work well in the winter since residents mainly use their cars to move in the city. 

 

Meeting with the future Mayor (09/07/2014) 

Mr Mourtzis’ priority is to develop the public transport network. Indeed, he noted, that many villages 
are not connected by the existing bus system, and that the bus company, which is private, cannot 
develop on its own. He thus intends to apply for funding to the prefecture of Attica region, to create 
a network connecting the villages in Aegina, supporting the existing routes. 

According to him, the main problem is the port. Its location in the city brings a lot of traffic into the 
city even if only a small percentage of these vehicles actually stay in it, and he believes that the 
port should be moved to Leonti. 

We discussed with him the idea of paying car parks, and he informed us that it was already 
unsuccessfully attempted by the municipality many years ago. Apparently, it created more 
problems than benefits, and the municipality only gained 26,000€ from it, in four years. Another 
matter we discussed is the peripheral road and, according to him, this is a major priority. However, 
as he said, the main two problems are:  
a. finding the fund for the expropriation of the properties and,  
b. a time matter since a litigation with the landowners of that kind takes years in the courts. 

 

Meeting with the President of the Commercial Union (04/07/2014) 

The President of the Commercial Union, Mr Skaltsiotis, expressed his opinion and his views, 

representing the interests and the benefits of the shop owners of the town. 

He informed us that the gross income (not the net profit) is derived exclusively at the 

morning period of the day. He supported (without official information) that the gross income of the 

morning hours may represent the 80% of the total daily income. So, it is very important for the 

shops and the customers to have a good accessibility to the market of the town. 

He also expressed his views about the traffic problem and supported that the total 

permanent pedestrianization of the centre would cause really negative consequences. He believes 

that if Spirou Rodi and Afaias st. is closed during the whole day, it may cause many problems to 

the shops and to the customers. 

Moreover, he added that the regulations and the restrictions of the traffic have to be 
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seasonal and he noted that the lack of parking spaces doesn't help the promotion of alternative 

ways of movement. He, also, believes that the operation of the peripheral road will solve many 

problems but not all of them. 

Generally, Mr Skaltsiotis was totally against to the strict enforcement of the measures and 

the regulations that have to be taken. He believes that the cooperation of all the stakeholders is 

essential. He believes that the decisions have to be taken in the contexts of dialogues between the 

stakeholders of the local community and, lastly, he thinks that the traffic management of the town 

ought to respect all the different opinions and needs. 

 

According to a survey organised by the Commercial Union in 2007, most shop owners 

favoured a closure of Spirou Rodi and Pileos in the afternoon (from 14.30 to 21.00). Out of 70 

shops owners, 45.7% were in favour of this closure in the afternoon, and 8.6% preferred a total 

closure of these streets, for the whole day. However, 27.1% did not want any closure at all. 

When asked about a municipal project of closing the historic centre for vehicles in the 

morning (from 9.30 to 13.30), 75.7% of them were opposed to it.  

 

Meeting with the President of the Bus Company (04/07/2014) 

 Mr Hatzinas, the president of the Bus Company, gave us his views on the traffic situation in 

Aegina, and especially on the bus system that we wanted to focus on. 

He told us that the situation is in a vicious circle because more passengers would use the 

buses if they were more lines (more frequent and linking other cities) but there are currently not 

enough passengers, because there are not enough lines. Therefore, funding is needed to develop 

this network and allow more people to use this means of transport. 

Currently, there are 5 buses (one of them is being repaired at the moment) and 5 drivers, including 

the president. 

According to him, the economic problems come from the fact that: 

- Ticket prices are controlled by the government (not enough to cover the cost of the journeys); 

- “Government does not pay on time the cost of the free transition of students.” (Students of other 

settlements are transferred to the schools of the city centre for free); 

- Citizens do not use the public transport during the winter; most of the passengers are tourists. 

 

Meeting with the Port Authority (10/07/2014) 

We thought that the traffic problems in Aegina are mainly caused by people/tourists 

bringing their cars on the island. Therefore, we wanted to know how many cars were brought to the 

island, and which months were the most problematic. 

We decided that meeting the Port Authority would help us gain some information about the 

number of people coming in and out of the island, and the number of vehicles they were taking with 
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them. 

Mr Gkaris informed as that the cost of the ferry ticket for the car is between 18 and 25 

depending on the company and existing sales. He also informed as that the busiest week periods 

for arrivals is Friday noon until Saturday noon and Sunday afternoon for the departures.  Also, the 

capacity of the ferries is approximately 800- 1500 passengers and 130 approximately for the flying 

dolphins. According to his information, the daily routes start from 8 during the winter and can 

increase approximately to 30 during the summer depending on the demand. 

Furthermore, he noted that the car parking space inside the Port zone is controlled with 

cards between 9.00 to 21.00. 

According to the statistics, the incoming cars and motorbikes decreased from 2009 to 2013 

during the months May to September. Moreover, the number of incoming passengers from June to 

September has decreased over the year 2009 to 2013 for -19, 3 %. 

After analysing the statistics on the number of passengers and vehicles between Piraeus 

and Aegina, we can say that the busiest months are July and August. During this peak season, 

there were always more than 100 000 passengers doing the journey from Piraeus to Aegina, or 

Aegina to Piraeus each month; and the majority of them travelled by ferry. There are significantly 

less people using the flying dolphins than the ferries.  

According to Mr Gkaris opinion as a citizen for the traffic management in the city centre is 

that there is a big problem with the car parking and he suggests that more parking spaces would 

help the situation. He also considers the through flows of the trucks as a problem and suggest 

them being limited in specific hours. For the pedestrianization of one of the waterfront lanes he 

thinks that it needs to be integrated with alternative solutions for the 8000 cars (approximately) that 

depart/arrive in the island and go towards to Souvala (North) and to Perdika (Southwest). 
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APPENDIX 5: INVESTIGATION OF THE STRATEGIES/POLICIES/AIMS OF THE 
UPPER LEVELS/ SCALES OF THE PLANNING SYSTEM 

In that part, we tried to investigate and write down all the strategies and policies of the upper 

scales of Planning, concerning the island of Aegina (and especially the centre of Aegina). We must 

note that in Greece, until recently, there is an hierarchical system of Spatial Planning (with a 

relation from the top to the bottom) that all the scales of the planning (Plans, Reports, Studies etc.) 

are obliged to take into consideration. So, in order to take into consideration all the context and the 

intentions of the upper Plans a first investigation was necessary.    

 

•  At National Level: National Territorial Plan (NTP). 

At this scale of Planning, any strategies / policies or aims (concerning the island of Aegina) weren’t 

identified. 

• At Regional Level: Structure Plan of Athens / Attica 

• Approved «old» Plan of ‘85 with its modifications. 

• New draft of the Plan (has voted by the Parliament but we don’t have the adoption of 

the Law yet). 

According to the new Draft, Aegina is organized in the spatial unity of the islands of Attica. 

The general strategies (for this particular spatial unity) are: 

• Promote the development of the tourism (under the prism of the sustainability). 

• Enhancement of the spatial networking with the metropolitan area of Athens. 

• Emphasize will be given to the protection of the agricultural activity. 

• Creation and promotion of pathways and networks in areas that concentrate elements of 

natural and cultural heritage. 

Especially for the historic centre of Aegina is promoted: 

“….a study to set the boundaries of the historic centre, in which are included: the archaeological 

site, the Port, the Orphanage, and buildings of the fabric (that are connected with the history of the 

Modern Greece). Also, main aims are: the extension of network of walkways and to institutionalize 

procedures for the protection and promotion of specific urban and architectural features of the city. 

Finally, studies and interventions are promoted to redevelopment and rehabilitation of significant 

monuments, buildings, street fronts, squares and the appearance of the city to the port". 

In addition, a more specific strategy for the island is: 

• Construction of a new Port in Leonti and transfer to it the ferry and sea freight lines 

of the island, in order to improve the connection by the sea. 
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The location of Aegina in the spatial system of cultural heritage of Athens/Attica (according to maps 

of the Draft) 

•  At Local Level: General Urban Plan (“The Modification of the G.U.P. of Aegina” is at 

the 1st / A phase of the Diagnosis and the preliminary proposal. The procedure has 

been stuck since 2007. The 2nd / B phase will determine the final proposal). 

According to the 1st Phase’s preliminary proposal, for the settlement of Aegina is proposed: 

• The transfer of the Stadium in another location (at the N area of the settlement of 

Kypseli) has been supported by the local authorities. Modification of the legislated 

land use into “green spaces and parking spaces”. 

• The location of parking spaces in combination with the legislated land use of “green 

/ open spaces”, at the NW area at the boundaries of the Town Plan (next to “Kolona” 

site). 

• Concerning the proposed infrastructure and interurban network: 

• Priority is proposed to be given, to the construction of the peripheral road. 

• Improvement and upgrade of the road that connects Aegina with the new Port of 

Leonti. 

At that time the approved General Urban Plan of ’94 (that has not applied at all) determines: 

• Unification of the sites: Tower of Markelos, the Old Governor and the area of the old 

factory of the electric company through networks of pedestrians. 

• As arterial roads are characterized: Avenue Leousi (towards Livadi), Agias 

Paraskevis (towards Souvala) until Afaias, Kapodistriou (towards Perdika), coastal 

road (towards Perdika), Faneromeni (towards Ag. Marina). 

• As main collector roads: Nosokomeiou, Afaias, a section of the coastal road. 

At the next image is the proposed hierarchy and operation of the road network, according to the 

approved General Urban Plan of ’94. With the black continuous line we can see the proposed 

system of the main and secondary arterial roads. 

 

 

To present our methods and what we wanted to collect of them, our objectives (it’s really important 

because the analysis will oriented in relation with our objectives) 

Show conclusions for each survey and coordinate them if it’s possible 

 

• players of the local economy, agreement or disagreement 

 

-Counting of vehicles showed us many outside people come for a week (arrival on the Friday 

evening and return on the Sunday evening) 
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Mixed uses 
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