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   EVENTS IN 2014

AISA becomes 
an international NGO
 (Non-Governmental Organization)

January 19, 2014 : “Special Consultative Status” with 
ECOSOC (United Nations Social and Economic Council) was 
granted to AISA Federation by a committee of 60 UN Member 
States. ECOSOC is one of the six main organs of the United 
Nations. With this status, AISA Federation will be able to 
participate in debates at the UN on the role of spiritual and 
religious organizations in global governance, peace, gender 
issues, social development, ethics and environment. This is a 
significant vote of confidence that further consolidates the 
project of the 2014 International Feminine Congress for a 
Culture of Peace “Women’s turn to speak”. You can discover 
the full program in newsletter n°3. 

Four Belgian Ministers 
attend the Mawlid

Cheikh Khaled Bentounes surrounded by ladies and gentlemen, 
government ministers, with Laurette Onkelinx and Rachid 
Madrane on his right, and Fadila Laanan and Rudi Vervoort on his left.

 
26th January 2014 :  During the Mawlid Festival in Brussels, a 

public communication on the International Feminine Congress 

for a Culture of Peace, 2014, “ Women’s turn to speak”, was 

released in the presence of four ministers, two of whom have 

already confirmed their interest in and their intention to attend 

the event, which will take place in Oran and Mostaganem in 

Algeria. 

Partnership between Unesco and 
Djanatu al-Arif Foundation
8th March 2014 : As part of the organization of the 2014

International Feminine Congress for a Culture of Peace, “Women’s turn 

to speak”, UNESCO launched in collaboration with Djanatu Al- Arif 

Foundation a cycle of three study seminars (cf. p.2).

Newsletter
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INTErNATIONAl FEMININE CONGrESS For a Culture of Peace 

Day 1, 28th Monday, October 2014
Axis 1 : The Feminine: Different 
Perspectives
Since time immemorial, feminine and 
masculine stereotypes have been deeply 
rooted in the collective consciousness of 
humanity, in spite of signifigant evolution 
of attitudes. They reflect that rigid image 
of women which reduces them to 
mere appearances, thereby creating a 
disequilibrium of the individual and of 
society, as well as ever-increasing gender 
conflict. 
Through different perspectives that 
humanity adopts concerning the feminine, 
and by a return to the consciousness of 
primordial unity, we propose to work 
towards a reconciliation of the feminine and 
the masculine. 
Day 2, 29th Tuesday, October 2014
Axis 2 - The Feminine : Ethics and 
education
In a fast-changing world, how can we 
promote open-minded education to 
transmit human values ? How can we make 
of our children free and responsible beings 
in a society made sick by consumerism? 
 “He who holds the keys to education holds 
the keys to the world.” Nelson Mandela.

Axis 3 -The Feminine : Tradition and 
modernity
Tradition and modernity--marriage or 
divorce? In our  dehumanized world, it has 
become essential to reflect on the meaning 

of human and universal values. How can 
we highlight those values and that wisdom 
which are shared by all, in order  to build 
together a world at peace?

Day 3, 30th  Tuesday, October 2014
Axis 4 : The Feminine: Veiling and unveiling
Numerous women hope today to lay the 
foundations for open and constructive 
dialogue on the religious, cultural and 
spiritual meaning of veiling and unveiling. 
We must erase the taboos that have become 
intertwined with this question throughout 
history. We must deconstruct all the “false 
truths” about women in order to let them 
reappropriate their own history, their rights 
and their dignity. 

Axis 5 :The Feminine and a Culture of 
Peace 
Peace--we all talk about it, and each of us 
wants it. But what exactly is peace? It is not 
just the absence of conflict; it is a state of 
being which implies reconciliation with 
oneself, with others, and with nature--an 
ever-present challenge. Peace is a reality 
which touches everything. How can we 
build the foundations for a culture of peace 
based on education, respect for human 
rights, and sustainable economic and social 
development? 

Summar ies  authored by  the Pro -
gramming Committee

Women’s turn to speak

Congress Draft Program 
This first edition of the International Feminine Congress aims to bring 
together international speakers and participants to create a space for 
reflection on the feminine energy, bearer of peace. Through this change 
in perspective we can collectively contribute to fundamental change, thus 
helping to build tomorrow’s society. This topic is divided into five axes (see 
below) and punctuated by meetings and discussions organized around:

•	 conferences - debates during plenary sessions in the morning 
•	 interactive workshops to further discuss the topic in the 
          afternoon 
•	 a series of permanent exhibitions intended to extend and 
          illustrate topics discussed during plenary sessions 
•	 evening entertainment reflecting artistically the theme of the 
          Feminine 
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The first session was scheduled on the day of the 

emblematic ‘’International Women’s Day’’. This 

seminar was hosted at the Foundation headquarters 

in Mostaganem. 

The theme, ‘’Muslim women today between the 

religious fact and the social reality’’, was put forward for 

debate, with about thirty men and women, including 

academics, executives, doctors and members of the 

organizing committee of the Congress. The lively 

debate in all three workshops was a source of mutual 

enrichment. An appointment was thus taken for 15th 

and 22nd March, 2014. 

 Workshop : ‘’Gender equality in Algerian 
law’’, moderated by Mrs Louisa HANIFI, PhD 

in Private Law from the University of Perpignan, 

and Professor at the Faculty of Law of the 

University of Algiers.

This workshop raised the question of the principle 

of gender equality in the Algerian legal system. 

Theoretically, this notion is deemed to be one of the 

founding principles of modern Algerian society, as it 

takes precedence in many areas of law : labour law, 

commercial law, criminal law, etc. Nevertheless, it 

proves to be barely admissible in some areas, 

particularly in that of family law. What are the efforts 

made by institutions to reduce gender disparities in 

the field of the status of the individual?

Workshop, “The fight against violence towards 
women’’, conducted by Mrs Samia BENGOUIA, 
Doctor (PhD) of Islamic Law, at the Faculty of Islamic 

Studies of Algiers and Lecturer in Family Law at the 

University of Algiers I.

This workshop opened the discussion on the physical 

and psychological violence affecting millions of 

women in the Maghreb in general, and in Algeria in 

particular. Legal instruments available to people and 

civil society to fight against this scourge were also 

presented during the seminar. Finally, the workshop 

calls on us to assess the relevance of the Algerian 

policy against violence towards women. 

Workshop, « The feminine and Education for 
citizenship’’, led by Mrs Chérine MEKIDECHE, 
Lecturer in psychology at the  Faculty of Social 

Sciences of the University of Algiers II, and 

Researcher at the National Centre for Research in 

Social and Cultural Anthropology (CRASC – Oran). 

This workshop invites us to reflect on the concept of 

“Education for citizenship’’. This educational concept 

aims to teach values such as peace, living together, 

solidarity, care for the environment, and sustainable 

development. It is obvious that gender equality and 

the mutual respect between male and female do 

not seem to figure prominently in this principle of 

education.This observation is all the more alarming 

as the balance of gender relations 

constitues the basis of social cohesion at a time 

when social construction is facing major challenges 

in today’s globalized world.

On 31st December 2013 in Sarrebruck in Germany 
Congress of diversity, source of wealth 
It brought together the decision-making committee and 
the female organizers. 
The purpose of the workshop was to report on the 
different poles’  work progress to the attendees. 

The Artistic and Cultural Pole e screened a 3D visit, 
opening virtually the exhibition space of the 2014 
International Feminine Congress that will take place in 
Oran. 
The reception Pole introduced the type of team 
clothing to wear; its style reflects an exciting marriage 
of the codes of traditional and modern fashion, which 
aroused keen interest among the attendees. 

The Communication Pole presented, in addition 
to some work in progress, the new intranet tool 
paroleauxfemmes.net, to provide a collaborative space 
in which members can participate, as well as exchange 
information, documents and work related to the event. 
The Programming Pole delivered a remarkable 
synthesis of its progress, presented by the Algerian 
delegation. The audience was also pleased to learn of the 
nearly-unanimous confirmation of the invited male and 
female guest speakers from Europe, Africa and Asia. 

8, 15 and 22 March, 2014 in Algeria
Partnership between Unesco and the Djanatu al-Arif Foundation

Meetings in preparation for the 2014 
International Feminine Congress 

 As part of the organization of the 2014 
International Feminine Congress for 
a Culture of Peace, « Women’s turn to 
speak », the national coordination of 
UNESCO Associated Schools launched 
in partnership with the Mediterranean 
Foundation for Sustainable Development, 
‘’Djanatu al-Arif’’, a cycle of three seminars. 

On 31st December 2013 in Sarrebruck in Germany 
Congress of diversity, source of wealth 

                                  Saturday, 22 March, 2014:
                                   Publication by the Algerian  

                                          newspaper El Watan of

                                           the communiqué sent by

                                       the International Feminine 

                                       Congress 2014. The detailed 
summary of the seminars of 15 and 23 March, 2014 
is in preparation for publication in Newsletter 3

www.djanatualarif.net

MEETINGS 

Djanatu-al-Arif

http://www.djanatualarif.net
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Fees are currently under negotiation. Once 
they are determined, the contact persons will 
announce the opening of the registration online. 
Those who cannot register online or do not have 
access to internet, are invited to approach their 
local contact. 

Europe Canada :
To register for the congress, only one service will 
be proposed, including flight, accommodation, full 
board, and registration to the congress for seven 
days. 
Registrations are managed by the international 
NGO AISA. A contact person, to be nominated by 
each national or local commission, will be your 
point of contact. 
He or She is responsible for coordinating and 
overseeing registrations for their respective 
regions. 

Maghreb :
For Algeria and Morocco, registrations will be 
managed by the association Djanatu Al- Arif. 

Others :
Registration will be online.
Exact terms will be communicated in the next 
newsletter and /or by your local contacts. 
sinscrire@paroleauxfemmes.net

late April, 2014 : Second Pre-Congress in Mostaganem 
In order to finalize the organization of the International Feminine Congress, 
a second pre-Congress is scheduled. Delegates and spokespersons of the six 
organizing countries will be charged with finalizing plans for the Congress. 

AgendA

registration procedures 
recommended by the Commission 
“registrations and Transport” of the 
logistic Pole 

Asma LAMRABET. . Women and Men in the 
Koran: What Equality ?
Al-Bouraq, Paris 2012, 200 pp. 

www.albouraq.com

Asma LAMRABET  is a physician-biologist at the Avicenne hospital in Rabat, Morocco. Involved in the 

debate on the issue of women in Islam, she participates in numerous conferences around the world. 

website :  www.asma-lamrabet.com 
In her book, the author invites us to return to the essential spiritual message of Islam with regard to 

human relationships. 

Richly documented, her book allows us to reflect upon and to converse with innumerable passages 

from Islamic scriptural sources. These passages underline the importance of shared responsibility, of 

mutual support, and of the convergent respect between men and women. Written in clear language and 

breaking new ground, it opens access for one and all to understanding of the human and universal values 

conveyed by the luminous and surprisingly modern Koranic ethical system--an ethical system generating 

inner peace, to which all human beings, regardelss of culture, aspire today in this disoriented world, in 

which the sacred meaning of life has been lost. 

Louisa HANIFI. The Dissolution of the Conjugal Link During the Lifetime of Spouses: Its Causes and 
Effects in Algerian Jurisprudence.»  Presses Universitaires de Perpignan et de Toulouse», March 2008.

Louisa HANIFI  is Doctor of Private Law at the University of Perpignan and Professor in the Faculty of Law 

at the University of Algiers. 

DOCUMENTATION
OrGANIZATION

Committee for Publications of the Communication Pole, 

in charge of coordination and editing of the newsletter 

We would like to sincerely thank for their active 

contribution : the international editing 

committee, the translation committee, the 

photographers, graphic artists, and all the 

contributing experts who made possible 

the verification and validation of the content  

herein. 
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