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A French photographer-couple who moved to New 
Zealand to change their lives, have been photographing 
the beautiful landscape and nature of the country. The 
duo’s story is an inspiration for budding landscape 
photographers who aspire to travel around the world. 
This month, we speak to Sam and Virginie Wiss from 
S&V Photographers New Zealand about how they left 
everything behind in their home country France, to follow 
their passion for nature and landscape photography.
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 From hobby to passion 
Sam and Virginie, who have been 

together for about 12 years now, have 
had a long journey together. Photography 
for both of them began as a hobby, when 
they were teenagers. Virginie preferred 
shooting black and white pictures, and her 
first shooting experience was at the age of 
13, photographing a couple walking along 
the lake in the Versailles Garden in Paris. 
Meanwhile, Sam’s first shooting experience 
was a portrait of Virginie. 

After a few months her images became 
blurrier. At first, both of them thought 
there might be something wrong with 
the film. However, when on a trip to the 
north of France Virginie couldn’t clearly 
spot things clearly. When they visited an 
ophthalmologist, they discovered that 
she was actually short-sighted. After this 
revelation, Sam began shooting images, 
while she modelled for him and other 
photographers. Months later, her vision 
started stabilising with good lenses, and 
she decided that she wanted to continue 
practising photography. 

 The big move 
The duo soon left their home country 

and moved to New Zealand. It is there 
when they realised what landscape 
photography truly is. They started doing 

their research on the genre, and started 
reading books. “We wanted to understand 
photography more. We started to consider 
it like a real artistic job, and not like a 
game,” said Sam.
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Their images involve the beautiful 
vast landscapes, including mountains and 
rivers to wildlife and flora and fauna of 
New Zealand. “This country is amazing, 
as it offers a lot of variety for landscape 
photography, and no spot is ever too far. 
Moreover, as we changed our country and 
came here, this was completely fresh for 
us. Landscapes which can be usual or not 
so interesting for New Zealanders, are 
really exceptional for us, and give us the 
motivation to wake up early, make long 
treks and go to bed really late after a day of 
shooting,” he added.

We asked them what they love about 
landscape photography, and they said that 
it permits them to discover amazing places. 
“We really get to enjoy life to the fullest. 
Just walking, hiking, watching nature, we 
can take our time to wait for the perfect 
moment. However, with fauna it’s more 
complicate, they decide the photo. Virginie 
is passionate about nature and she would 
love to contribute a little bit by marvelling 
people about nature, and to help to 
preserve it,” said Sam.

When it comes to their style of 
photography, they both have their own 
individual styles. And when they work 
together, it’s a bit of both says Sam. “One 
of the common things we share is leaving 
the image intact. Virginie, especially, 

hates to crop a photo afterwards; it must 
be the perfect size and angle during the 
click,” he said.

 Preparing 
Speaking about how they prepare for a 



48 April 2014    www.asianphotographyindia.com

shoot, Sam said, “The first thing is to always 
have is our camera with us, but not go out 
somewhere with the deliberate intention 
of taking some photos. It’s not when you 
are looking for something that you will find 
it. We discovered this with long hours of 
frustration without getting anything out of it. 
We take our camera like a bottle of water; 
sometimes we use it sometimes not. We 
are not looking for a shoot when we head 
out; we are looking for a good trek. After 
that we choose our hour when we can 
to have better light. If we walk during the 
afternoon and we discover a great spot, 
we go back in the evening or when it’s 
cloudy; we personally find a sunny day to 
be boring in a photo.”

Talking about some of the difficult 
aspects of landscape photography, Sam 
said that it is quite easy to fall for cliché 
shots in the genre. “The most difficult thing 
for an amateur is probably to not take a 

postcard photo. One must first take the 
time to understand the manual mode on 
his camera (I know some professional 
who still work in automatic mode and it’s 
not helpful at all). A good photo is when 
you have a cloudy sky or amazing colour, 
not a paradise sandy beach with a perfect 
blue sky; it must be dramatic or original. 
One must also find the right angle; a good 
exercise is to choose one common place 
like your home, garden or park and give 
yourself an hour to take two photos. Try 
different angles, original things and you will 
see that a sandy and beautiful, yet boring, 
beach could be something completely 
different if you learn to look at it differently. 
The boring and common photos of your 
cat or dog could become really nice if you 
learn to observe their movements. Maybe 
clicking just whisker or a paw, than your 
full cat can give it a different perspective. 
It’s the same with landscapes; learn to 
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look deeply not just to take a quick look,” 
explained Sam.

 Always remember 
We asked them to give some tips to 

keep in mind when shooting a landscape 
and they said that one of the most 
important things to remember is let the 
landscape surprise or impress you. “Travel 
generally offers the opportunity to take 
good photo for this reason. Even travel 

The most difficult thing for 
an amateur is probably to not 
take a postcard photo. A good 
photo is when you have a 
cloudy sky or amazing colour, 
not a paradise sandy beach 
with a perfect blue sky; it 
must be dramatic or original
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on your own country, just to be in new or 
unknown places. The unknown develop 
the imagination and allow one to have an 
original view. To take a good photo, try and 
not be a conformist. With time, our regard 
becomes more sensitive and we become 
to “think photo”, “think light”. With time, 
a usual landscape we can see every day 
could become stunning with the great crop 
or the good light,” he said.

He added that patience is a virtue 
and there is a right time for all. “When 
photographing landscapes, beginners 
often pull up at a viewpoint car park. It 
is important that you get out of the car 
and have a walk or trek. Walk around, 
get down to the lakeside or base of 
the mountain, or walk up to a higher 
viewpoint, so you’re involved in the scene 
rather than just being a passing viewer. 
This will really help to improve your 
compositions. Remember, the best photos 
are often the hardest to take.”

They also stressed on the importance 
of shooting in RAW when photographing 

a landscape. “Some amateurs are more 
comfortable shooting JPEGs. However, 
it’s always best to shoot landscapes using 
your camera’s RAW quality setting. The 
resulting images will contain much more 

‘information’. This allows you more scope 
to increase or decrease the exposure or 
enhance the tones and colours without 
compromising quality.” 
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 What lies ahead 
As the duo has mostly shot around 

New Zealand, so we asked them if they 
had any dream locations, and they said 
that they love dramatic landscapes like 

glacier, volcano, and even lively landscapes 
like rain-forest. “We love change. This is 
the secret of great photo: you need to be 
surprised by what you see, and perhaps 
it’s for this reason that in France we didn’t 

take photos of landscapes. It was our 
country, and very usual and everyday for 
us. We would love go to Galapagos and 
Bolivia & Patagonia, it’s our priority. Fauna 
is the reason for the first one and amazing 
landscapes for Bolivia & Patagonia. There 
are plenty of other places we dream about, 
like Niue for island, South Africa for macro, 
India for colour, Congo or Borneo for 
Gorillas and Orangutans and Antarctica 
for its pureness.  We would also like to go 
back to Iceland for landscapes.”

As a word of advice for budding 
landscape photographers, they said that being 
patient, yet curious, is highly necessary. “Don’t 
just click for the sake of it. Taking inspiration 
from others photographer and you will learn 
how to they observe. Just take your time, 
learn, progress and start when you feel ready. 
Don’t forget to treat your photo as soon as 
possible. If you wait, you will probably not 
see the same emotion that you did during 
your shoot. Photo is, before anything else, an 
emotional story, a story which does not need 
words,” he concluded.
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