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1 Introduction 

 

The Association of Leisure Horse Riders and Horse Carriage Drivers in Germany (VFD) 

is the biggest network for horse lovers who want to be riding and harness driving 

outdoors. Since its foundation in 1973 this non-profit organisation has been promoting 

a liberal and uniform legal basis for moving with horses in nature that is: in 

countryside and forests � be it riding or harness driving. And it has one vision for the 

future: one Europe without frontiers for horses and their horsemen � and not only in a 

political sense. 

On the occasion of the 40
th
 anniversary of the VFD, which was celebrated during for 

days in the late summer 2013 in Reken/Germany, an International symposium of trail 

riders was held which was another step on the way of forming a European community 

of horse trekkers. We have invited representatives of the Equestrian Associations as 

well as of the Equestrian Tourism Associations of the following Nations: Germany, 

France, Belgium, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Austria, the Netherlands and Switzerland (see 

list of participants in chapter 5). 

Around 30 experts exposed the actual situation of horse trekking in their country and 

discussed the particular problems. They deliberated on possible common actions to 

overcome the obstacles � on the road to enjoy limitless horse trekking in Europe.  

Program of the symposium 

Top 1 Welcome and keynote 

Hans-Peter Hartmann, President of the VFD 

Top 2 Europe: and of horses � differences and similarities in the countries 

Contributions of the national representatives 

Top 3 Europe � riding without frontiers? 

Discussion 

Top 4 Summary of the results of the symposium 
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2 Land of horses � differences and similarities in the countries 

The representatives of the participating countries presented their organisations and 

exposed the particular features of horse tourism in their country: 

 Netherlands: There is a Leisure Horse Riders Association in the Netherlands 

which has about 900 members. Its organizational form is a beneficence trust and 

the work is done on a voluntary basis, similar to the VFD. The number of leisure 

riders in the Netherlands is also increasing, and we observe a growing tendency to 

cooperate between the single equestrian sports associations and horse keeping 

organisations.  More information: www.hippisch-toerisme.nl. 

 France: The development of  equestrian tourism and horse trekking has been 

promoted in France for more than 50 years by an association specially dedicated to 

this purpose: The National Committee of Equestrian Tourism (CNTE Comité  National 

de Tourisme Équestre) forms part of the French Federation of Equestrian Sport (FFE 

Fédération Francaise d� Équitation). Equestrian sports and horse tourism are clearly 

structured on regional and provincial levels.  

 France being the pioneer country regarding horse tourism also hosts the 

presidency and administration of  the International Horse Tourism Federation FITE 

(Fédération Internationale de Tourisme Equestre). 

 More information: www.tourisme-equestre.fr 

 Switzerland: In Switzerland trekking riders have united within the  Swiss 

Association of horse trekkers ASRE (Association Swisse de Randonneurs Equestres), 

which is also a member of the Swiss Federation of Equstrian Sports (SVPS) and the 

FITE. The Swiss associations and organisations work closely together. Swiss riders 

strongly want to abolish national frontiers and to further the exchange with 

neighboring countries.   

 More information: www.asre.ch 
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 Belgium: Belgium has a National Royal Equestrian Sports Federation 

(Fédération Royale Belge des Sports Equestres, FRBSE) and besides also a National 

Horse Trekkers Federation, that is the �Fédération Belge de Cavaliers Randonneurs�. In 

addition, there are several regional associations of leisure and trekking riders, among 

them since 40 years the Fédération Francophone d'Equitation et d'Attelage de Loisir 

(FFE Belge). Riding in Belgium is allowed on all roads, which aren�t forbidden. Like in 

many other countries, asphalt application on ways is an increasing problem for riders 

in the countryside.  

 More information: www.ffe.be 

 Lithuania: Lithuania has a long tradition as horse nation. Two Lithuanian trek 

riders took part in the symposium, one of whom has participated in a long distance 

ride from Vilnius to the Black Sea of about 2.000 kilometers in 2010. This tour was 

headlined:  �March of love down the road of Sovereigns�. During the trail, the border 

between Belorussia and Poland was crossed on horseback for the first time by trekking 

riders.   

 More information (excursion reports and video): 

http://2000km.wordpress.com/, http://vilniuskrakow.wordpress.com/. 

 Germany: In Germany, the National Equestrian Sports Association (FN), is 

opposed by Association of Leisure Horse Riders and Horse Carriage Drivers in Germany 

(VFD) � which is a nationwide organisation of leisure riders and harness drivers. 

Currently the VFD has about 60.000 members, and they are becoming more and more. 

Both organisations cooperate in some fields, like for example in the anti horse tax 

movement. 

 The legal regulations for riding differ substantially in the various states of the 

Federal Republic of Germany. Whereas a maximum liberality applies in some lands 

like for example in Bavaria and Brandenburg, where riding is generally allowed on 

almost all tracks, other states (i.e. North Rhine Westphalia) have rigid rules which 

allow riding only on dedicated horse trails.  

 More information on the VFD: www.vfdnet.de 
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3 Europe � riding without frontiers? 

Horse trekkers in Europe have one common goal: horse riding and harness driving in 

Europe without borders. Participants have been asked to formulate their wishes and 

visions about how to reach this goal. We have developed propositions and ideas of 

possible future cooperation and common activities.   

Headlines within the discussion 
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3.1 Common ambitions 

Many common interests became evident during the discussion. The ambitions of horse 

trekkers and leisure riders of the countries represented are almost identical in many 

areas; and the problems are similar too.   

 Overcome national frontiers 

We aim at a continental Europe, which is united also through horsemen. We have to 

overcome national borders, but also the �small borders� within our country and the 

borders within thinking and resistance among responsible people. Therefore it is 

essential to exchange experiences and do networking. In 2014 we will celebrate the 

25
th
 anniversary of the opening of the border gates within Germany: and that event 

may serve as a perfect occasion to promote �riding without limitations� (see chapter 

3.4). 

 Improve horse popularity 

We observe a growing negative attitude in people who have no relation to horses. They 

for example favour the installation of a tax on horses and horse keeping. We should 

counteract this by good public relations work, excellent behaviour and real 

horsemanship. 

 Cultivate horse traditions and keep historical traditions alive 

The evolutionary history of equidae is tightly connected with the development of our 

human civilisation. We want to keep the equestrian traditions alive in our culture and 

be conscious of the significance and value of all horse related acquisitions within our 

society. 

 Good training for riders and horses 

Good education and formation of riders and horses is the basis for a harmonious 

relation between both partners and will serve a positive image in the public opinion.    

3.2 Intensify cooperation 

We can reach these common objectives only through cooperation of horse trekkers, 

equestrian federations, tourism associations and other related interest groups. An 

important factor is the supra-organisation of the riders. The International Federation of 

Equestrian Tourism FITE (Fédération Internationale de Tourisme Equestre) was the 

subject of a long discussion. Main areas of activities of the FITE are horse trekking, 

TREC 1, equestrian work and harness driving. Actually the FITE represents around 20 

countries. However the FITE-structure allows only one national equestrian association 

per country to be accepted as a member.  Germany�s member in the FITE is the 

National Equestrian Sports Association (FN). The symposium participants would 

                                                

1 Combination of several riding sport disciplines, exercised in three exams on 

two consecutive days.  TREC competitions are held on national and international levels 

on the fields of orientation, cross country, trail, dressage and jumping. They originate 

from France. The European or World Championships take place every 4 years.    
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appreciate the VFD becoming a member of the FITE, too. The co-existence of a rather 

competitive equestrian sports association and a leisure riders� organisation is nothing 

unusual in other countries.   

During the discussion we thought it would be reasonable to leave the current 

structures of the various riding organisations the way they are and to accept each 

individual focus. We should concentrate on communication and common interests.  

Main target is cooperation and networking among the equestrian associations.  

We should also intensify contact with other stakeholders like farmers� 

associations and environmental groups.   

There are lots of examples of good collaboration for special purposes or 

teamwork in common projects: For example, VFD and FN fight side by side against 

the implementation of horse tax in Germany.  In such problematic fields the single 

countries and associations may profit a lot from the vice versa exchange of 

experiences. Horse tax is being discussed in other countries as well: in Belgium there 

is a horse tax for horse breeders; in France carriages are charged with taxes; in the 

Netherlands there is a tax payable on horse droppings. 

First priority of our collaboration is to jointly convince politicians and raise funds 

for team projects.  

On behalf of this, Hanspeter Hartmann, President of the VFD, heartly welcomed each 

association into the VFD-organisation. A VFD-cooperation can be effected on two 

levels: by membership or by partnership.  

3.3 Exchange of information 

The next step on our way to a Europe without borders for riders and horses should be 

an intensified exchange of information and a close and continuous 

communication among us. Participants suggested to collect more detailed 

information from each country, also in order to compare riding regulations and 

relevant laws.  Hervé Delambre, President of the FITE, informed us about the research 

on equestrian tourism which has been effected by the FITE, investigating about routes, 

lodges and contact persons in different countries. The report can be read on the 

internet site http://en.fite-net.org/content/view/full/14403. 

In addition, all interested horse trekkers should be connected closely and task forces 

should expand. 

We agreed upon creating a list with contact persons in the countries represented at 

the symposium and to deliver it to all participants per e-mail (e-mail-addresses of 

the participants in the annex of this documentation). It would be nice to have a 

newsletter for regular updates, but we need a competent person to take over the 

responsibility for this. 
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3.4 Common activities 

The following ideas for real common needs and international projects have been 

elaborated during the discussion: 

 (Further -) development of international or bi-national routes crossing 

borders of neighboring states by close collaboration between the countries 

In doing so we can �saddle up� on very good existing foundations: 

 The latest VFD-project �horse-travel-routes� 2 comprises numerous roads for 

riders and harness drivers.  

 Many countries have established riding routes which are published on national 

and regional internet platforms or on maps for horse trekkers. 

 The report about the research project by the FITE (see above) and other 

relevant projects and cooperations render more information and interesting aspects. 

 Extend and intensify the international network of horse lodging 

stations for riding and harness driving travelers 

Many countries, among them the Netherlands, Belgium, France and Germany, dispose 

of a network of hosting stations which could be connected and expanded. 

 Mounting a �horse-trekkers-network� on a database  

We aim at a unification of the existing local networks and to bundle the compiled 

information. Relevant data on horse trekking in Europe and worldwide shall be 

assembled and made accessible to horse trekkers, trail riders and long distance 

travelers on horseback.  

The database might offer information from the following categories: organisation of 

equestrian sport, riding law and regulations, riding routes, riding stables, list of contact 

persons in each country (see above). We may take recourse to the FITE-report and 

retrieve output from various other projects. The VFD has got technical tools at their 

disposition which could be amplified in case of capacities and necessities increasing. 

However, it has yet to be decided on the responsible personnel. The necessary work 

cannot be afforded on a voluntary basis. We must find out about possible sources of 

financing. Another predisposition for an abundant database is the feedback and input 

of the necessary information from the participating countries. 

 Occasion: In 2014 we will celebrate the 25
th

 anniversary of the 

opening of the border gates within Germany. We should utilize that event for 

cross border actions in Germany as well as on a European level 

We might declare  2014 the �European year of the riders� and celebrate it with cross 

border trails, horse treks along the former Iron Curtain, riders� camps and other events 

on the occasion of the coming down of the wall. 

 

                                                

2  see www.vfdnet.de/index.php/service/pferde-reise-wege 
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4 Results and perspectives 

In the afternoon, the results from the symposium were exposed to all participants of 

the anniversary celebration. The present representatives from different nations 

pronounced their statement about the situation in their country and the Reken-

Meeting. 

During the anniversary celebration substantial progress has been made and first steps 

towards success have been undertaken: The VFD has concluded cooperation 

agreements with Switzerland and Belgium. The Fédération Belge de Cavaliers 

Randonneurs and the Swiss Association Promoting Riding Horses are now partners of 

the VFD. We will check if they also meet the conditions to become an affiliate 

organisation within the VFD-Society analogue the VFS (Association of Leisure Riders in 

South Tyrolia). At the same time we will analyse the possibility of establishing a branch 

in Eastern Europe: "VFD - Lithuania". In case of positive response the implementation 

will be supported by the VFD. There will be further talks for this purpose in 2013. 

At the symposium the FITE-President Hervé Delambre mentioned the next 

international meeting on the agenda of equestrian tourism: The �2nd European 

Congress of Equestrian Tourism Routes� took place on the 1.10.2013 in Slovakia 

(in Liptovsky Mikulas). It was organised by the �French Committee of Equestrian 

Tourism� in cooperation with the FITE. Here, too, the focus was on forming cross 

border partnerships and networks. The VFD was represented by Albert Schwan 

(Federal Vice President) and Nina Binder (VFD Berlin) at this congress. They managed 

to further the VFD-idea and to intensify relations with speakers from Poland, Czech 

Republic, Slovakia and Italy, who had not been within reach before. 

More information about the congress at:  

http://www.vfdnet.de/index.php/5316-vfd-als-gast-beim-europaeischen-reittourismus-

kongress-der-fite-und-fee 
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 Participants of the symposium 

Name Vorname Organisation Land Funktion e-mail 

Belgium 

de Jamblinne Nicole A.W.T.E. Belgium Präsident nicoledejamblinne@hotmail.

com 

de Liedekerke Arthur ANTE/NVVR Belgium Sekretary vt6293084@base.be 

Heldenbergh Roland ANTE - FFE Belgium Founder awte.asbl@hotmail.com 

Orbaen Sacha Federation Belge de 

Cavaliers 

Randonneurs 

Belgium Founder sachorb@gmail.com 

Setterfield Sofie B.F.V.T. - F.B.C.R. Belgium Webmaster sofie.setterfield@gmail.com 

Germany 

Binder Nina VFD Berlin-

Brandenburg 

Germany  President nina.binder@vfdnet.de 

Bohnert Patricia VFD Baden-

Württemberg 

Germany  karindash@web.de 

Greiner-Schmid Andrea VFD Sachsen-Anhalt Germany Pferde-

Freizeit-

paradies 

Ziemendorf 

info@pferde-

freizeitparadies.de 

Hartmann Hanspeter VFD Germany Federal 

President 

VFD 

hapha@web.de 

Herholz Johann VFD Niedersachsen Germany Horse trails 

team LK 

Diepholz 

johann.herholz@gmail.com 

Kalsing Peter VFD Germany Director 

team horse 

trekking 

eifel-

pferdetrekking@web.de 

Meimeth Harald Verband der 

Landwirte im 

Nebenberuf Saarland 

Germany Chairman reppmeierhof@t-online.de  

Müller Jürgen VFD Germany Team horse 

trekking 

juergen.mueller@vfdnet.de 
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Name Vorname Organisation Land Funktion e-mail 

Germany cont. 

Pleie Marion Münsterland e.V. Germany Project 

manager 

pleie@muensterland.com 

Schenzer Franz VFD NRW Germany 1.  President franz.schenzer@vfdnet.de 

Schmid Erwin VFD Sachsen-Anhalt Germany Pferde-Frei-

zeitparadies 

Ziemendorf 

info@pferde-

freizeitparadies.de 

Scholz Sophie VFD Rheinland-Pfalz Germany Assistant 

translator 

sd.scholz@t-online.de 

Schwan Albert VFD Germany Vice 

President 

VFD 

albert.schwan@t-online.de 

Ungruhe Thomas FN Germany Head of 

department 

tungruhe@fn-dokr.de 

France 

Delambre Hervê Fédération 

International de 

Tourisme Equestre 

France President h-delambre@wanadoo.fr 

Gellez Yves Comité Régional de 

Tourisme Equestre de 

Lorraine 

France President yves.gellez@wanadoo.fr  

Netherlands 

Bosman Dorine SHTN (Stichtign 

Hippisch Toerisme 

NL) 

Netherland

s 

Sekreary bosman.hiptoerisme@kpnm

ail.nl 

Doncel Rob Nederlandse 

Vereniging voor 

Vrijetijds Ruiters 

Netherland

s 

Member, 

former 

President 

bosman.hiptoerisme@kpnm

ail.nl 

Lithuania 

Kaltenis 

Dichavicius 

Gintaras 

Aras 

Horse & Force 

Horse & Force 

Lithuania 

Lithuania 

Founder 

Founder 

horseandforce@gmail.com 
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Switzerland 

Schuler Sophie "Das Reitpferd in der 

Natur" 

Switzerlan

d 

Coordinator sophie-schuler@bluewin.ch 

van der Gugten Peter ASRE / Longriders Switzerlan

d 

Director of 

training 

info@alpentrekking.ch 

Vonlanthen Hansruedi "Das Reitpferd in der 

Natur" 

Switzerlan

d 

President h.vonlanthen@haflinger-

swiss.ch  

presentation and documentation 

Roberts Dana BTE Tourismus- und 

Regionalberatung 

Germany Tourism 

consultant 

roberts@bte-tourismus.de 

Franke Ulrike BTE Tourismus- und 

Regionalberatung 

Germany Tourism 

consultant 

franke@bte-tourismus.de 

registered, but without appearance 

Pletschette Thomas FLSE Luxemburg Presidency 

leisure 

tomp@pt.lu 

Salcher Manfred ÖPS Austria Horse 

trekking 

ma.salcher@tsn.at 

 

 


