
OhShift! Export catalog, DK edition, October 2014   1 

OhShift ! 

Audio luxury 
 

(Recorded) Music Instruments 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  



OhShift! Export catalog, DK edition, October 2014   2 

(Recorded) Music Instruments	  
 

ICOS has been designing and making by hand exceptional audio systems in 
France since 1973. Love of music, uncompromising quality, original technical 
solutions and a preference for mastered simplicity have shaped its design ever 
since.  
ICOS systems are unmatched in their ability to give music lovers decades of 
uninterrupted musical pleasure, as thousands of clients can attest. 

 
ICOS’ name comes from the Icosahedric (20 sides) shape of its patented speaker 
unit, which warranties extreme rigidity. Because vibratory regimes interfere with a 
neutral and musical reproduction, our electronics are suspended between blocks 
of composite stones; themselves resting on specially profiled steel feet. A positive 
side effect is that ICOS electronics are their own stands and do not require 
dedicated cabinets or shelves. 
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Just logic, just music 
Small speakers have trouble properly reproducing bass frequencies, but large 
speakers raise major issues for proper reproduction of medium and treble and for 
spatialisation of the sound. This is why we favor relatively small medium-treble 
speakers, supplemented with a large enough dedicated subwoofer 

Active amplification 
The filter inside traditional speakers, because it separates high intensity signal, has 
structural issues that are hard to overcome. If possible, why not filter low currents 
and amplify them separately? That’s the logic behind our amplifilter electronics – 
one amplifier per speaker (total 5) in our flagship Dédicace system, and a cost 
compromise in the mini-Icos separating bass and medium/treble only.  

 
The shortest path 
Creating the most direct possible path for the audio signal opens possibilities for a 
tremendously musical, subtle and rich rendering of recorded music. In our stereo 
amplifiers for instance, there is no capacitor on the signal’s path, only the smallest 
possible number of bipolar transistors. 

It’s the power supply, stupid! 
One of the difficulties of the proper implementation of an active amplification system 
is the ability to power evenly and sufficiently five amplifiers on a same circuit, and 
therein lay a main originality of ICOS systems since the beginning. Power is the 
base material out of which an audio system make music, so we developed original 
solutions to ensure our instruments have plenty of reserves of high quality energy, 
even in often less-than-perfect electrical environments of modern houses and 
apartments. 
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Dédicace 2015 

We put forty years of research and experience into our 
flagship (recorded) music instrument, all to take you as 
close as possible to a live music experience 

 
Five-way active amplification, 
three speaker units without 
crossover, super-direct 
liaisons, symmetrical power 
supply, patented speaker 
units, and the unique touch of 
a renowned artisan are some 
features of this unique 
instruments that delights 
hundreds of music-lovers 
   
Diapason awarded a much-coveted Diapason d’Or and wrote: “What’s striking is 
the ability of the Dédicace to let the music shine” 

 
 
 

Black or silver bevel, Labradorite or granite side, Gold or Palladium buttons 
5 x 80W, Distortion from 20 Hz to 20 kHz < 0.05%, Rise time < 2µS 

5 digital (USB, Toslink, RCA, AES/EBU) inputs, 5 analog inputs, including 2 for monitoring 
5 year warranty, including return shipping 

Our digital audio source of choice: the Antipodes DX Music Server (Cf. Below) 
Interconnect and speaker cables included (up to 6m for speakers) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Retail price 
Complete Icos Dédicace 2014 system, 
with Antipodes DX music server 

Kr 480 000 
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Mini-Icos 2015 

The essence of our flagship Dédicace, reduced to fit smaller 
rooms and smaller budgets 

 
With its basketball sized medium/treble 
speakers, the mini-ICOS is easy to fit 
almost anywhere, and makes the 
trademark realism and musicality of ICOS 
more accessible for all sources. 
 

 

Haute Fidélité wrote: “If Rabelais was alive today, no doubt he would have an Icos 
system… recorded music comes out more fluid, more dynamic, almost younger, 
to conquer your ears and delight your senses” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black or silver bevel, Labradorite or granite side, Gold or Palladium buttons 
3 x 70W 

5 digital (USB, Toslink, RCA, AES/EBU) inputs, 5 analog inputs, including 2 for monitoring 
5 year warranty, including return shipping 

Interconnect and speaker cables included (up to 6m for speakers) 
 
 Retail price 
Complete Mini-Icos 2015 system, with 
Antipodes DS music server 

Kr 121 000 

Transportation costs : from Illkirch (Strasburg) in France 
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Integrated amplifier and 
DAC Elsberg 270 Inclusive 
A universal integrated: musical, transparent and powerful 
with all kinds of speakers and sources 

 
No capacitor, only a handful of simple, 
bipolar transistor on the signal’s path, for 
a harmonious amplification of every 
nuance and every detail of your music; an 
exceptionally musical DAC indluded; this 
integrated amplifier is designed to handle 
high-sensitivity speakers with finesse and 
low-sensitivity speakers with power. 
 

 

German reviewer J.-P. Schimmel wrote: “Believe me, I normally find something 
wrong with any gear. But in this case it wasn’t really possible”. Haute-Fidélité 
magazine awarded the 270 a “Reference” label and wrote: “it is 
fascinating…something very special happens between the listener and the music”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black or silver bevel, Labradorite or granite side, Gold or Palladium buttons 
2 x 80W, Distortion from 20 Hz to 20 kHz < 0.03%, Rise time < 2µS 

5 digital (USB, Toslink, RCA SPDIF, AES/EBU) inputs, 5 analog inputs, including 2 for monitoring 
5 year warranty, including return shipping 

51,5 x 28 x 16,5cm, weight 18Kg 
 
 Retail price 
Amplifier and converter Icos 270 Elsberg 
inclusive 

Kr 44 000 
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Preamplifier & amplifier 
Elsberg 2120 
An amplifier designed to drive even the most difficult 
loudspeakers and play complex music without weakness 

 
The 2120 takes the 270 strength, 
versatility and extreme musicality to the 
next level and adds large amounts of 
power for an ever more full-bodied sound 
and dynamic sensation in lower 
frequencies. It does wonders with 
musical but difficult speakers that can 
exhaust other amplifiers’ resources.  
  
Haute-Fidélité awarded a Reference label and called it “one of Icos’ greatest 
achievements”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black or silver bevel, Labradorite or granite side, Gold or Palladium buttons 
2 x 120W, Distortion at all power from 20 Hz to 20 kHZ < 0.05%, rise time < 2µS 

6 analog inputs, including 2 for monitoring, balanced (XLR) and unbalanced (RCA) input for the 
amplifier, separate gain settings L & R 

5 year warranty, including return shipping 
Preamp : 51,5 x 28 x 10cm, weight 6Kg. 
Amp : 51,5 x 28 x 16,5cm, weight 18Kg 

 
 Retail price 
Icos 2120, preamplifier+amplifier Kr 72 000 
 
 

DEMO AVAILABLE NOW 
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Dactablettes 4 & 5 

A converter and a stand, reconciling LP- and CD-lovers 

Because we found mechanical stability to be of paramount importance for musical 
CD playing, we thought an external DAC should also double as a stand ensuring 
perfect immunity to vibrations. In its latest editions, the Dactablette offers entirely 
symmetrical signals, no analog filter and specially selected transformers at the 
output stage, and hi-speed inputs for all classic standards. 
 
The result is a musical experience that has been described as both musical and 
realistic. Haute-Fidélité awarded the Dactablette a Meilleur achat (“best buy”) label, 
Diapason a Diapason d’Or, and Le Monde wrote: “Music… reveals a richness 
never heard before… new steps in dynamics, clearer polyphonic… secondary 
voices find their place, it’s like the walls had been pushed. Overall, the musical 
interpretation feels more spontaneous, less rigid; it is like it was freed from technical 
contingencies” 
 

 
 
 

Input stage : All PCM signals up to 24bits/192kHz, Clock signal extraction and upsampling, 
24bits/203kHz with a Crystal microcontroller 

4 RCA SPDIF inputs (gold plated), 1 Toslink, 1 AES/EBU (gold plated) 
Output stage : Two video amplifiers, two audio transformers, Balanced (XLR) and unbalanced (RCA) 

outputs, gold plated 
Distortion at -60dB < 0.05%, dynamic range > 130dB,  

52cm x 27cm x 9,5cm , weight 11,5Kg 
Custom size on demand 

 
 Retail price 
Dactablette 4 Kr 27 500 
Dactablette 5 (USB input and special 
transformers output) 

Kr 32 000 

 
 

DEMO AVAILABLE NOW 
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Our	  servers	  won’t	  blow	  your	  mind:	  the	  music	  will	  ! 
 
Antipodes Audio Limited is a specialist audio technology firm located in Auckland, 
New Zealand, founded by Mark Jenkins. It began marketing audio cables 
worldwide in 2004, and began marketing music servers in 2009. 

 
Antipodes Audio takes a different, and yet obvious, approach to audio design. The 
purpose of all art is that humans can experience a deep emotional response to it. 
Just as seeing the Mona Lisa in the flesh is incredibly moving compared to seeing 
a small black and white photograph of it, so too is fidelity of reproduction crucial to 
the enjoyment of music. So it is pointless taking a numbers approach unless we 
can prove that improving the numbers improves our emotional connection to the 
music. 

 
While Antipodes Audio uses measurement tools and employs blind listening tests 
as the final arbiter, we only ever ask our subjects one thing - to tell us if they are 
getting more, or less, 'into' the music. The idea, sometimes expressed in this field, 
that 'accuracy' is in conflict with 'musical expression', is ridiculous given the 
purpose of music. If they are in conflict then the measurement of accuracy is clearly 
hopelessly flawed. More than any other audio company, Antipodes Audio has 
focused on the new research emerging in neuroscience about how the ear - brain 
- emotion process works in humans, and what this can tell us about what is 
important to focus on in audio product design, so that the music can fully 
communicate its message. 

 
We have discovered many key insights by taking this approach, but the most 
significant are: the challenge with audio cables is to preserve time-domain 
accuracy; and the challenge with music servers is to minimise electronic noise 
interference with the digital signal. These two insights are implemented obsessively 
in Antipodes Audio products, enabling you to achieve greater emotional connection 
with your music. 
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DS Music server 
The DS is our small-footprint music server, using the same core technology employed 
in our flagship DX, but tuned for its small external SMPS PSU. The DS is tuned for use 
with an Antipodes custom HDD, but an SSD is offered as a factoty option for those 
wanting to get the most out of the small form-factor DS. There are compromises in 
noise floor, refinement and coherence compared to the DX, but no loss of openness, 
textural detail, dynamics and musical expression 
 
In Black or Silver 
Auto CD Ripper 
1TB 2.5" HDD or 1TB SSD storage 
USB Audio Output 
Universal Voltage External SMPS PSU 
Server: 80mm (h) x 200mm (w) x 
200mm (d) 
PSU: 40mm (h) x 65mm (w) x 180mm 
(d) 
Shipping weight 3kgs 
Warranty 1 Year - All Manufacturing 
Defects 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Retail price 
Antipodes DS music server with 1T HDD 
storage 

Kr 20 281 

With 1T SSD storage Kr 30 516 
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DXe Music server 

The DXe replaces and improves on the Blue Moon award winning DS 
Reference, as the biggest bang for the buck product in our music 
server range. The DXe is specif ical ly tuned for use with our custom 
hard disk dr ives, offer ing audio performance approaching our f lagship 
DX, but at a signif icant ly lower pr ice, plus with opt ions for up to 4TB 
of internal storage. The DXe uses only HDD storage and employs a 
simpler power supply design than is used in the DX. 
 
In Black or Silver 
Auto CD Ripper 
1TB, 2TB or 4TB HDD Storage 
USB Audio Output 
Internal Linear Regulated Power 
Supplies 
Power consumption 44VA; 15VA 
standby 
85mm (h) x 430mm (w) x 273mm (d) 
Shipping weight 7kgs 
Warranty 1 Year - All Manufacturing 
Defects 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Retail price 
Antipodes DXe music server with 1T HDD 
storage 

Kr 32 000 
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DX Music server 

The DX is our f lagship music server, and opt imised to meet the needs 
of the most discerning audiophi le. As with al l  Ant ipodes music 
servers, the chipset speeds are tuned to minimise and spread 
electronic noise, ref lect ing the specif ic parts in each server. The DX 
achieves a signif icant reduct ion in electronic noise interference, even 
compared to the DXe and DS, del iver ing the ult imate in transparency, 
ref inement and musical expression. 
 
In Black or Silver 
Auto CD Ripper 
1TB, 2TB or 4TB HDD Storage 
USB Audio Output 
Internal Linear Regulated Power 
Supplies 
Power consumption 44VA; 15VA 
standby 
85mm (h) x 430mm (w) x 273mm (d) 
Shipping weight 7kgs 
Warranty 1 Year - All Manufacturing 
Defects 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Retail price 
Antipodes DX music server with 1T HDD 
storage 

Kr 48 406 

 
 

DEMO AVAILABLE NOW 
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Common features 
Easy setup and remote control: 
- Use any internet browser to open the VortexBox GUI and complete setup with a 
few mouse-clicks. 
- Use any internet browser to open the SqueezeBox Server to manage playback 
features, music services, plug-ins etc. 
- SqueezeBox Server database management enables remote control applications 
to work smoothly on low-powered tablets and smartphones. 
 
Auto-rip your CDs, copy or download high-resolution PCM or DSD files to the 
server, and play back almost any music file format (unless DRM protected): 
- Bit-perfect and gapless within the capabilities of your USB DAC 
- PCM files up to 32bit/384kHz 
- DSD64 & DSD128 (Double DSD) music files using DoP. 
 
Control playback and playlists from any computer or tablet on your network 
- Use Squeezebox Server from any PC or Mac. 
- Use any SqueezeBox client application on an iPhone, iPad, Android tablet or 
smartphone or Windows tablet. 
- Play from your subscribed music services such as Spotify, Qobuz, Pandora etc. 
- Smart Mix functionality to create playlists from a single track, artist or music style. 
- Select from a wide range of additional plug-ins and music services 
 
Use your server in any of three modes at the same time 
- Music Server, playing through your USB DAC 
- Streamer, playing from a NAS or internet music service 
- As a NAS, playing over your network to SqueezeBox, Sonos and other UPnP 
compliant devices 

Media	  Library	  Management	  
Antipodes music servers automatically manage your music library: 
- Rip & tag CDs, just insert the disk and it ejects when ripped 
- Automatically gets coverart from internet databases while ripping 
- Automatically organises ripped music into folders by artist & album 
- Use the in-built Bliss tagger or use your preferred music management tool from a 
PC or Mac to adjust tags for files on the server. 
 
Easily copy music files to & from the music server, or download directly to the 
server 
One-click to get coverart for music files that you copy/download 
Simple backup and restore to a USB hard drive (not included), or use your favourite 
backup program from a PC or Mac to backup over your network. 
NAS access - store your music files internally and/or on a NAS (or Antipodes DXv 
Media Vault) to expand storage for a very large library. 


