
Ellis Island / paper four 

 

1. Read the text and put the verbs in the simple past 

Ellis island: the passage 

Most of the immigrants who ____________ (come) to America through Ellis 
Island _________ (be) from eastern and southern Europe. In many cases, they 
_________ (come)  to escape the poverty and religious intolerance that 
_________ (exist) in small towns in countries such as Italy, Poland, and Russia. 

They __________ (begin) their journey to America on foot, horseback, or train. 
Many __________ (trek) hundreds of miles across Europe to get to a seaport. 
When they _________ (arrive) at the coast, they _________ (board) a steamship. 

The trip across the Atlantic Ocean ___________ ( last) one to two weeks. The ships ______________ 
( divide) )passengers by wealth and class. First- and second-class passengers _________ (stay) in 
staterooms and cabins. But most people ___________ (be)  in third class, called "steerage." Steerage 
__________ (be) a large, open space at the bottom of the ship. 

As many as 3,000 people  _________ (crowd) the ships. They often ___________ (come) from 
different countries, __________ (speak) different languages, and ____________ (belong) to different 
religions. 

2. Match the words with their synonyms 

a) escape 1) trip 

b) Such as 2) Be part of  

c) journey 3) like 

d) board 4) rich 

e) wealth 5) get on 

f) crowd 6) flee from 

g) belong 7) fill  

 

 

3. Say if these statements are right or wrong and justify by quoting from the text. 

 

1) Immigrants ran away from their countries to get an easier life. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2) It took them more than three weeks to reach the USA. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3) The poorest would spend their trips at the bottom of the ship. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4) Less than 2,000 passengers boarded on the ships. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5) All the immigrants from various countries did the trip together. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


