
 

Napali Coast Boat Tours 

Since 1985, Captain Lani Swain and his wife Debbie have committed their lives to sharing the 

beauty of the Nä Pali coast with visitors and their families from all over the world. Through their 

combined expertise they have sustained Catamaran Kahanu throughout the years. 

 

The sweet nahenahe voice you hear when you call Catamaran Kahanu is Debbie Uÿilani Swain.  

Your first point of contact with Catamaran Kahanu, she is there to answer any of your questions 

about our tours.  Debbie lives aloha and shares it with everyone she comes in contact with.  You 

will find her visiting the various island orientations sharing her knowledge about the island of 

Kauai and her Hawaiian culture with the malihini (visitors).  Debbie has spent her entire career 

in guest service relations.  She enjoys meeting people from around the world and sharing her 

knowledge about Kauaÿi and Hawaiian culture with them.  She also enjoys dancing hula to relax 

and continue to perpetuate her Hawaiian culture.    

An ocean man, Captain Lani loves surfing, fishing, sailing catamarans, and almost anything you 

can do in, on, or under the ocean.  With over forty years of ocean maritime experience and a 

lifetime of working and playing in the ocean you know you will have a safe and enjoyable tour 

on Kahanu.  Captain Lani’s first priority when guest are onboard Kahanu is their safety.  Captain 

Lani has been operating catamarans since 1971, and his pride and joy, is Kahanu. When you ask 

him about work he will often say, “It’s another beautiful day at the office!”  Captain Lani has a 

little gruff exterior but underneath you will find a man who lives aloha by showing love and 

respect for his küpuna, his ÿohana, and this ÿäina he calls home.   



Kauai Swimming - Snorkeling Tours – Charter  

Our captain shares his knowledge of culture and history that they learned from their kupuna 

(grandparents). They will demonstrate the use of natural fibers, such as the coconut fibers in 

making a coconut hat or basket, the hau in making fishing lines, nets, rope, weapons and 

jewelry. Guest will be able to see a demonstration of coconut fronds weaving, on our Kauai 

swimming, snorkeling tours and charters.  

 

Enjoy swimming, snorkeling and lunch at Nu`alolo Kai, a beautiful and pristine protected reef 

area where you will see turtles and colorful reef fish. At one time, it was a Hawaiian fishing 

village. Snorkel gear is provided and the crew will assist everyone, especially beginners with the 

use of snorkel equipment and instructions before entering the water. 

Because of our small passenger carrying capacity of 18 persons we are able to swim and snorkel 

at the fishing village of Nu`alolo Kai. The larger boats are not allowed at the fishing village. 

A buffet style lunch is provided on the 5 hour tour where you build your own sandwiches which 

includes smoked ham, turkey, two types of cheese with fresh baked white and whole wheat 

bread, lettuce and tomatoes. Pasta salad with Italian dressing, sliced pineapple, fresh baked 

cookies, pretzels, sodas, juices make up the delicious lunch selection. 

Sunset Dinner Cruise 

Enjoy the serinity of the majestic cliffs, cascading waterfalls in the later part of the day. Dinner 

includes a buffet style hot meal. A green salad with papaya seed dressing, sliced chicken with 

shiitake mushroom gravy, pepper steak, rice, sliced pineapple and fresh baked chocolate chip 

cookies. Soft drinks or juices. 



 

The Humpback whales are usually in Hawaii's warm waters from December through April. The 

Federal law states a 100 yards is the distance a vessel must be away from the whales. A unique 

sighting is watching a mother whale teach and nuture her calve to swim towards the surface 

and see the huge difference in their sizes.  

 On the way back we are observing the sun slowly descending and then setting on the horizon 

with beautiful scenic views. After the sun sets, we return into the harbor. 

Kauai Whale Watching Tours - Napali Coast 

The Humpback whales are usually in Hawaii's warm waters from December through April. The 

Federal law states a 100 yards is the distance a vessel must be away from the whales. A unique 

sighting is watching a mother whale teach and nuture her calve to swim towards the surface 

and see the huge difference in their sizes. The design of Catamaran Kahanu's forward decks 

gives you the best possible position for picture taking on our Kauai & Napali Coast Whale 

Watching Tours.  

 

For more information please visit 

http://www.catamarankahanu.com 

http://www.catamarankahanu.com/

