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Social Networking and New Technologies
Document 1 :
For  centuries,  the  rich  and  the  powerful  documented  their  existence  and  their  status  through* 
painted portraits. A marker of wealth* and a bid for immortality, portraits offer intriguing hints* 
about the daily life of their subjects — professions, ambitions, attitudes, and, most importantly, 
social standing […].

Self-portraits can be especially instructive. By showing the artist both as he sees his true self 
and as he wishes to be seen, self-portraits can at once expose and obscure, clarify and distort. They 
offer  opportunities  for  both  self-expression  and  self-seeking.  They  can  display  egotism  and 
modesty, self-aggrandizement and self-mockery.

Today, our self-portraits are democratic and digital; they are crafted* from pixels rather than 
paints.  On  social  networking  websites  like  MySpace  and  Facebook,  our  modern  self-portraits 
feature background music, carefully manipulated photographs, stream-of-consciousness musings*, 
and lists of our hobbies and friends. They are interactive, inviting viewers not merely* to look at,  
but also to respond to, the life portrayed online. We create them to find friendship, love, and that 
ambiguous modern thing called  connection.  Like  painters  constantly retouching their  work,  we 
alter, update, and tweak our online self-portraits; but as digital objects they are far more ephemeral 
than oil on canvas. Vital statistics, glimpses of bare flesh, lists of favorite bands and favorite poems 
all clamor for our attention — and it is the timeless* human desire for attention that emerges as the 
dominant theme of these vast virtual galleries.

Although social networking sites are in their infancy, we are seeing their impact culturally: 
in language (where to friend is now a verb), in politics (where it  is  de rigueur for presidential 
aspirants  to  catalogue  their  virtues  on  MySpace),  and  on  college  campuses  (where  not  using 
Facebook can be a social handicap).

    Christine Rosen, “Virtual Friendship 
    and the New Narcissism”, The New Atlantis (2007)

Voc: through : via, grâce à wealth : aisance ($) hints : indices    crafted : fabriqués 
stream-of-consciousness musings : des reflexions issues du flux de conscience
merely : seulenement timeless : intemporel
Document 2 :

“Mona Lisa Selfie Picture”, a parody from “Mona Lisa” by Leonardo da Vinci.
Anonymous, 2012.



Questions : Document 1.

a. Present the document.

b. What kind of new technology does the author compare self-portraying with?

c. What information an artist can give through a self-portrait? Is it always something sincere from 
the artist? Explain why and how with your own words.

d.  How do people express themselves through their self-portrait in today's new technologies? Is 
their any advantage with today's self-portraying compared with old self-portraits?

Document 2 :

a. Present the document.

b. Why can we say that this picture is a “parody”? Explain with your own words.

c. What is the message of the artist here with this picture. What is he trying to denounce?

Written Expression : You have to pick  ONE subject. You have to write  between 100 words 
and 150 words max.

1). “... and it is the timeless human desire for attention that emerges as the dominant theme of  
these vast virtual galleries.” (Quote from the document 1).

Try to discuss with your own words about this statement. Explain what is the biggest desire for 
today's people and how they show it in new technologies.

2).  “Although  social  networking  sites  are  in  their  infancy,  we  are  seeing  their  impact 
culturally:  in  language  [...],  in  politics  [...],  and  on  college  campuses  […].”  (Quote  from 
document 1).

Try to  argue  with  your  own words  the  idea  that  our  society and our  life  are  modeled  by the 
impression that people give through social networks and new technologies. Explain how people 
display their life in social networks and why it is so important today.


